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CHAP. XXVIII. 

V 

m 

RodolpH) of Hapfpurg, the firfi Emperor of the 

Houfe of Auftria. 



tinguilhed 
refufed th 

This 


E R M* ANY at this time may be faid to have ex- 
haufted her llrength, rather than to have been 
quieted. Richard , duke of Cornwall, was dead. 

pretenfions of Alphonfo ,^king of Cajlile s were ex- 

is faid to have 


Bohemia 


Difordete 
and anar¬ 
chy of the 

empire. 


fifteen 


----O- y AVI 1WY V- 

ral of the cities and Hates of Gertnany formed particular laws for 
themfelves, and confederated together to obferve them ; many 
of them are in force at this time. The miferies of the empire 
arofe from the ambition of the princes, who were mailers of 
the great fiefs, and found their account in having no head to 
controul them. Such yjzs.Ottacar the Illd. who pretended to 
two votes in the election; one as king of Bohemia, and the 
other as duke of Aujlria , which he had violently feized. The 
princes of the empire, particularly the elector Palatine , dif- 
puted the validity of the earl of Cornwall’s eledtion to the em¬ 
pire, and confequently the Bohemian vote for Aujlria j and 
both he and the other princes thought, that the allowing a 
double vote to a family already fo powerful, was next to ren¬ 
dering the empire hereditary in the houfe of Bohemia. 

Gregory the Xthwas then pope, and threatened, if the prin- t> 0 j D ut u . 

rlplsx/prl 1-r\ fill _u r i S\OaorpbU9 


Imperial 

it by his own authority. The 
to be wife and moderate men, a 
in a diet held at Franckfort., had 


r- 

rchbilhop of Mentz 

-*.hd addrefs enough tt 

Rodolph , count of Hapfpurg , 


of Hapf¬ 
purg cha¬ 
fer) empe¬ 
ror. 


who accordingly accepted of the dignity. He was a prince of 
no powerful family, but of uncommon prudence and courage s 

Vox.. IX. B - 


and 
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His (Treat 
iucceis in 
refioring 
peace to 
the ejn- 
pire. 


and by a feries of rapine, which was fan£tified by fuccefs, he 
had very confiderably augmented his paternal eftate, origi¬ 
nally but incotifiderable. He had been great marfhal at the 
Bohemian court, and he was befriended by the duke of Bava- 
ria , who was conftituted the arbiter of the election, and prefer¬ 
red him to two obfeure competitors who had been propofed 
by the other princes, only becaufe they were too weak to be 
formidable. The eleftors could not have made a better choice 
than they did of Rodolph , who by his perfonal valour, and an 

extraordinary appearance of devotion, had obtained great re¬ 
putation in the empire. He was befieging Baftl in a private 
quarrel, when the bailiff of Nuremberg brought him an ac¬ 
count of his election; upon which he repaired to Aix-la-Cha- 
felle , where he was crowned. Many circumftances tend to 
prove that he was a man of uncommon parts and refolution.. 
He was fifty-five years of age at the time of his ele&ion, 
which had been in vain protefted againft by the kings of Ca - 
Jtile and Bohemia. When Henry of Neufcbatel heard of his 
election, he conceived a mortal chagrin, and broke out into 
the following exclamation ; Sit firm in thy fe‘at , O Lord God, 
otherwife Rodolph will dethrone thee. At the time of his coro¬ 
nation, fome fcruples arifing concerning the inveftiture, be¬ 
caufe no Imperial feeptre was at hand, he fnatched a crucifix 
from the altar ; L i bis , faid he, Jhall be my feeptre , and made ufe 
of it accordingly, none daring to contradidl him. 

His firft cares were to reftore the fafety of the public roads 
and communications, a province for which he was well quali¬ 
fied by his former courfe of life. He hanged up all the petty 
robbers who fell into his hands, and particularly 99 in one day 
at Erfurt ; with the more powerful he entered into agreements, 
upon their promifing amendment for the future ; and it is faid, 
that his being the father of fix handfome daughters, was no 
mean recommendation of him to the empire, each prince hop¬ 
ing for the honour of his alliance. His fon, Albert , had mar¬ 
ried the uterine lifter of Conradin, and after that young prince's 
fatal end, he claimed Alface and part of Suabia in her right, 
and by the sfiiftance of his father he made his claim good. 
The houfe of Suabia , which had been fo formidable both to 
the pope and the princes of the empire, may be now confi- 
dcred as extinbt, and Rodolph adopted a new fyftem of policy. 
He made the pope his friend by promifing obedience to his holy 
foe, and having no family claim upon Sicily , he acknowledged 
the right of the Anjouvine family to that crown. Having thus 
reftored the quiet of the empire, he proc eded againft the prin¬ 
ces who had protefted againft his election, particularly Al- 
phonfo and Otiaear of Bohemia . By the afliftance of the pope 
he iiicnced the firft, and in a diet at Augfburg , Ottocar was 
voted to have ufurped Aifiria, Siiria , Carniola , and Garinthia. 
'This fen fence being intimated to Ottocar , he turned it into ri¬ 
dicule, faying. That he owed Rodolph nothing , as he had paid 
hi?n his ivages Wails ht was in his fervice. Rodolph , how¬ 


ever. 
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fever, was not to be trifled with ; he rejected an unmanly pro¬ 
posal made by a nobleman to aflaffinate Ottocar , but marched 
againft him and his friends, the chief of whom was the duke 
of Bavaria , at the head of an army, and fobdued them fuc- 
ceffively in perfon. Without pulhing them to defpair, he al¬ 
ways left a door open for a reconciliation; He gave one of his 
daughters in marriage to Otho , prince of Bavaria , and receiv¬ 
ed from that duke 40,000 ounces of gold, as the price of the 
marriage. He reduced the marquis of Baden , with the counts 
of Wirtenberg , Ncnberg and Friberg , and obliged them to give 
up all that they bad unlawfully Seized upon. 

The archbifhops of Mentz and Cologne , with other great prin- Receives 
ces of the empire, afraid that the houfe of Hapfpurg fhould the ho- 
become as powerful as that of Suabia had been, interpofed mage of 
partly their authority, and partly their good offices, to prevail the king 
with Rodolpb to accommodate matters with Ottocar. It was of Bobe- 
agreed that the latter fhould hold Bohemia and Moravia , as fiefs mi a, 
of the empire j that he fhould give up Auflria to the houfe of 
Hapfpurg ; that his Son JVenceflaus , though no more than Seven 
years of age, fhould marry one of the emperor’s daughters, 
and that Ottocar fhould give his daughter in wife to Rodolpb 
the emperor’s fifth Son, together with Carintbia and Some other 
provinces: but the chief article of this accommodation con- 
litted in Ottocar performing homage to the emperor in the ifle 
of Camberg , in the Danube . This was a moft mortifying cir- 
cumftance, and Rodolpb was refolved to be revenged for the in- 
fult which had been offered him by his former matter. A tent 
was conftrudled with clofe hangings, where the homage was 
to be performed, while both fides of the Danube were lined 
with German princes, courts, and armies. In the middle of 
the ceremony, the curtains of the tent flew back, and disco¬ 
vered to the Surrounding multitudes, Ottocar , all blazing in 
gold and jewels, on his knees, at the feet of the emperor, 
who was dreffed like a plain country gentleman. Ottocar’s 
wife, a haughty Ritjftan princefs, upbraided him with his 
meannefs, and he refufed to ftand to the terms. Rodolpb raff¬ 
ed an army to chaftize him, and though his horfe was killed 
in a battle that followed, yet he fought with amazing refolu- an d a f t e N 
tion on foot, and being remounted, he charged his enemies So war ds 
furioufly, that Ottocar was killed, and Rodolpb obtained a com- kills him 
pleat victory. The houfe of Aufria dates its greatnefs from i n battle, 
that day, for Rodolpb gave that dutchy, with Stiria , Carintbia j 
and Carniola , to his Son Albert , who was thereby incorporat¬ 
ed with the college of the princes ; and he bellowed Suabia on 
his Son Rodolpb. As to Bohemia^ he gave it to young JVencefaus^ 
but appointed the marquis of Brandenburg to be his guardian. 

The houfe of Bavaria thought themfelves injured by this de- 
ftmation, and claimed Auflria ; but though that dtike was 
joined by his brother the count Palatine , y zt Rodolpb reduced 
them both, and not only obliged them to renounce their pre- 

B 2 tenfions 
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tcnfions to Aujlria, but to give up feveral confiderable eflates 

claimed by the emperor upon the river Em. 

The conduct of Rodolph was equally prudent as vigorous : 
he thought it was impracticable to recover all the Imperial 
claims in Italy , and he chofe to make the popes Gregory the 
Xth, and Nicholas the Hid, his friends. They accordingly 
rejected the claims of all his rivals in the empire, and on the 
1 Vshrunrv. 1270 . he ceded all claims to Matilda’s eftate. 


either as proprietor or paramount. The more Rodolph 
ed, the more the pope rofe in his demands. 

- : . - 1 1 • .1 r 1 • n 


Ro 


accom¬ 
modation 


dolph to take upon him the crofs, chiefly that he might remove 
RcdalpR s him from Italy: Rodolph complied, but had no intention to 

fulfil his engagements, nor to appear in Italy^ but at the head of 
an army. Being necelfitated for money, he fold all the Imperial 
with the claims in Italy to the inhabitants of the different ftates where 
pope. they lay; Lucca , Florence , Genoa and Bologna , paid for their 

privileges, but at the fame time defired to continue under the 
Imperial protection. Rodolph , in fa6t, gave nothing in return for 
the fums he received, but lent to the Italians his name, which 
they occafionally made ufe of againft the papal encroachments. 
The pope faw his drift, and threatened him with excommu¬ 
nication, which he actually pronounced; but Innocent the Vth 


Rodolph 


Th 


eafily effected, had not new differences ftarted up betwc 
Rodolph and the king of Sicily ; the latter abfurdly perfifted 


Tufc 


Rodolph 


ed from him as fiefs of the empire, Provence and Forcalquier , 
which the houfe of Anjou pretended to hold, though Berengar , 
the laft pofleflor, had died without male iflue. The pope was 
in no good terms with Charles , who was forced to refign the 
vicariate of Tufcany , but retained the provinces of Provence 
and Forcalquier , and the emperor gave his daughter Clementia 

of his Sicilian majefty’s 


Martel 

grandfons j Provence and Forcalquier formed the 


of 


the princefs. 


{he Si- 


Anj 


pers 


■I- gf who found that Charles was projecting the conqueflr of Con- 

Jlantinople itfelf; he governed Sicily by his fubjeCts of Provence , 
which, as we have feen, was actually a fief of the empire. They 
acted in every refpeCt conformably to the bloody and opnreflive 
meafures of Charles ; and the pope encouraged a deiign 


One "Join 


blow. 

» V 

a noble native of Salerno , who exercif- 
ed the profefiions of law and phyfic, but an enthufiaft for the 

He proceeded 
Conjlantinople , 


Mi 


Mainft 


Arragon , 
Con fiance , 
ily he laid 

his 
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his fcheme fo well, that on the third day of Eajier , 1282, all 1282. 
the Provencals and French , on that ifland, to the number of 
8000, were maflacred in one hour. Peter fupported this 
maffacre by a defcent upon Sicily, which owned nim for its 

king. 

During this tragedy, the emperor was regulating the affairs Rudolph 's 
o t Auflria, and the other acquifitions which had been lately tranfadi- 
made by his family. This he did in fo prudent and fo gene- ons in Jta- 
rous a manner, that he met with no oppofition from the prin-/y. 
ces of the empire; and it is faid, that about this time, he or- ” 
dered all the law proceedings of his empire to be carried on 
in the German tongue. In 1283, the pope again pretted the 
cruiades, but very unfeafonably; and Rodolph , to his great fa- 
tisfadfion, found the princes of the empire, who were affera- 
bled in a diet at Wurtzburg , averfe to all proje&s of that kind. 

No ftate in Europe was fond of it, each being imbroiled with¬ 
in itfelf, even the popes found difficulty in reftraining their 
fubjecls within the bounds of their duty, and the differences 
among the ecclefiaftics of Germany afforded to Roclolph a plau- 
fible pretext for declining the undertaking. About this time, 

Hungary was infefted by the Cumani, and Honorius the IVth 
fuffered Rodolph » upon his relinquifhing all his claims on the 
exarchate of Ravenna , to name the bifhop of Bajil , his chan¬ 
cellor, to the vicariate of Tufcany. This bifhop fupplied the 
prefence of the emperor in Italy , but could not prevail upon 
the Imperial fiefs there to fwear to him in the fame manner as 
if his matter had been prefent. Rodolph , on the other hand, 
had laid it down as a maxim never to venture his perfon in 
Italy , and made ufe of no violence in reclaiming the Tufcans 
and his other fubjedts there to their duty, provided they paid 
him the moderate contingences they had ftipulated for their 
freedom. The chancellor in the mean while was made arch- 
bifhop of Mentz by the pope, and upon his return to Germa¬ 
ny , he endeavoured to obtain for his holinefs the fourth, for 
four years, of the income of all the benefices in the empire; 
but in this he was effedlually oppofed. 

Some civil commotions happening in Swizerland , to which His 
the emperor had a particular relation, he fent his fon Rodolph daughter 
thither, and afterwards his eldeft fon Albert, who reduced the married to 
infurgents, and fubdued th? abbot of St. Gall, who had fa-the king 
voured them. One Anfclmo, however, lord of Rupoljlein , be-of Bobe^ 
haved with fuch refolution, and made fo great a progrefs on mi a. 
the borders of Alface , that the emperor was obliged to give 
him his own terms. The truth is, Rodolph was, by this time, 
grown old, and wanted to compleat his family fettlements, 
which he had proje&ed with fo much fagacity. He continued 
to avail himfelf of his daughters, one of whom, 'Judith , he 
gave in marriage to Wcncejlaus, the young king of Bohe¬ 
mia, who, on that occafion, was confirmed in the poft of cup-^ 
bearer to the emperor, but upon the condition of his renounc¬ 
ing all his claims upon Aujlria, Siiria , and their dependencies. 

B 3 In 
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1 290. In 1290, Rodolph , in a diet at Erfurt , terminated the great 

caufe concerning the fucceflion to the landgraviate of Thurin¬ 
gia , one part of which was given to the marquis of Mifnia , 
Affairs of and the other to the pofterity of the duke of Brabant. An af- 
'■Ikurbgia, fair of ftii! greater confequence was agitated at this diet. The 

Cumani had killed Ladifiaus the Illd, king of Hungary , and 
three competitors for his fucceflion ftarted up, of whom Ro - 
and Hun- dolph was one ; Hungary , as he pretended, being a fief of the 
gary. empire ; the other two were Andrew the Venetian , who was 

grandfon to Andrevj a former king of Hungary , and Charles 
Martel nephew by his mother to the late Ladifiaus . The 
pope pretended that the crown of Hungary belonged to him. 
The emperor gave it to his fon Albert. The pope conferred it 
on Charles Martel , but Andrew took pofTeflion of it. Charles 
Martel , as we have already leen, was married to Rodolph ’s 
daughter, and therefore he relinquifhed Albert’s, pretenfkms in 
favour of Charles. The Hungarians , however, ftuck by An¬ 
drew , in oppofition both to the pope and the emperor. This 
competitorfliip never was perfectly decided ; for both pretend¬ 
ers died, it is faid, in the fame year, each in pofleflion of a 
part of that kingdom. 

About this time, Otho^ count of Burgundy , having declared 
fuccefs. himfelf a vaflal to the king of France , was put to the ban of 

the empire, and after being defeated by Rodolph , fued for 
peace. : Soon after, being joined by the count de Monbelliardy 
he renewed the war, and though the king of France threaten¬ 
ed to come to the affiftance of the two counts, Rodolph took 
Month clliard , and befieged Befangon , but afterwards granted 
them peace upon Othc’s doing him homage. Rodolph then 
cleared Franconia , Suabia? and Thuringia , of the freebooters 
who infefted thofe provinces, and ordered numbers of them 
to be executed without regard to their quality, but at the fame 
time he improved his finances by their fine? and forfeitures. Ro- 
dolph’s great abilities for government, joined to the paflion he 
He is had for aggrandizing his family, a quality which feems to have 
dreaded been entailed upon all his pofterity, rendered him fo formi- 
by the dable to the princes of the empire, that they refufed to ac- 
princes of knowledge his fon Albert as his coadjutor, or as king of the 
the em- Romans . Rodolph , in difguft, retired to Spire , where he died 
pire. in the 73d year of his age, on the 15th of July , 1291. He 
Hibdeath, was married to Anne, the daughter of Albert , count of Hoo- 
229^ hergy who brought to his family great part of the landgravi¬ 
ate of Alface. Of leven fons which he had, only two fur- 
vived him, Albert , duke of Aujb'ta , and Rodolph , duke of 
Suabia and landgrave of Alface. His daughters were Judith , 
married to the king of Bohemia’, dementia , wife to Charles , 
afterwards king of Hungary j Matilda , married to the count 
palatine ; Agnes , to the duke of Saxony ; Hedrige , to the mar¬ 
quis of Brandenburg', Catharine, to the duke of Bavaria", and 
Euphmia 3 who was a nun. 

Few 
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Few princes have been known to unite the plainnefs of man- and cha- 
ners with the arts of government, fo compleatly as Rodolph racier, 
did. Though elevated to the higheft ftation of any man 
on the continent of Europe , he is faid to have pra&ifed a 
primitive, if not a ruftic, fimplicity. By the dint of ftrong 
natural parts, he reftored order, government, and tranquillity 
to the empire, which he found in a ftate of anarchy. He was 
an eminent inftance of the triumph of natural lagacity overall 
the refinements of politics. He never difguifed his intentions, 
and he always carried his ends by dire&meafures. An inftance 
of this he exhibited in the laft war he was engaged in ; while 
he was befieging Befanfon , the king of France threatened, that 
if he did not retire he would march againft him at the head of 
an army: Let him come , faid Roclolph, and lye will teach him 
the refpeft that is due to the longejl fword. The aggrandizement 
of his family is faid to have led him into fome oppreflive mea~ 
fures, as he loft no opportunity of amaffing money. 

An Interregnum of nine Months. 

Rodolph left his great family fcheme incompleat, as he had Tnterreg- 
failed in perfuading the princes of the empire to raife his eldeft niim, 
fon Albert to the Imperial dignity. The Auftrians and Stirians 
diiliked his government, which they complained of as being 
arbitrary, and threatened to league themfelves with the kings 
of Hungary and Bohemia , and other princes of the empire, to 
moderate Albert's tyranny ; but matters were compromifed be¬ 
tween him and them, by the mediation of Lewis , count pala¬ 
tine of the Rhine. Some difputes concerning the fucceffion to 
the dutchy of Limburg next fucceeded, between the count of 
Guelderland and the duke of Brabant , in which the latter ob¬ 
tained a compleat vidtory over the friends of the former, and 
remained in quiet pofieffion of Limburg , which was after¬ 
wards confirmed to him by Henry of Luxenburg , who was 

afterwards emperor, and married the duke of Brabant's eldeft 
daughter. 


CHAP. XXIX. 

Adolph of Naflau. 


T HE confufion and anarchy introduced by the interreign Adolph 

is mexpreffible. Albert of Aujlria , fon to the late era- choien 
peror, had the greateft natural intereft, but the archbilhop of emperor 
■Mmto brought the princes of the empire into his opinion, that 
the liberties of the empire would be beft fecured by a prince 

°{ power, and therefore he propofed his kinfman, Adolph 

/“il A/ Sj/iS74* f A fill ^ 7 ^ TT_1 It • * 


Naf 
of being the be 

jnity to valour. 


He had the reputation 


ele<5lor 
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for 
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for his qualities, as for his poverty, and he conftituted Boe- 
7nund 7 archbifhop, his firft minifter. By the advice of that 
prelate, he behaved with great moderation, even towards the 
friends of Albert , though he knew he was a pretender to the 
Imperial dignity. One of his firft meafures of government 
was to try his ftrength againft Otho of Burgundy, who had 
fworn allegiance to the king of France , and was befriended 
by Albert of Aijlria. The latter refilling to pay his contingen¬ 
cy towards the war, Adolph entered into his territories, but 
without any other effedt: than that of difgufting the princes 
of the empire by his military turn. This was followed by a 
revolt of many Alfatian noblemen, particularly of Anfelmo , 
lord of Rapoljlein , whom Adolph fubdued and imprifoned for 
life. Albert of Aujlria difguifed his refentment at being difap- 
pointed of the empire, well knowing that Adolph^ being deffi- 
tute of civil accomplilhments, would foon ruin himfelf. 
Adolph propofed a marriage between his fo n Gerlac and Albert's 
daughter, but the latter rejected the propofal with an Aujlrian 
haughtinefs. Adolph received fome fupport from Edzvard king 
of England , in hatred of the king of France , with whom he 
was at war, and who had difmembered the empire of Franche 
Compte. The money Adolph received from Edward , enabled 
His ini- him to purchafe ‘Thuringia and Mifnia , though to the preju- 
quitous dice of the true heirs. He then made a formal demand upon 
purchafe the king of France of the kingdom of Arles and other fiefs 
of I burin- which he faid belonged to the empire. Philip difmifled his 
gia, ambafladors with the utmoft contempt, upon which an impo¬ 

tent war enfued, not much to the credit of either party. Phi¬ 
lip having difcovered that Adolph was a penfioner of England , 
engaged in his interefl the powerful duke of Aujlria , and the 
true heirs of Thuringia and Mifnia. Adolph's affairs became 
thereby extremely embarrafied in the empire, and the more 
fo as his poverty did not admit of his iharing with the arch- 
tvhich he bifhop of Ment %, and the other princes who had raifed him 
lofes. to the empire, the fubfidies he received from England. The 

event was, that the brothers Frederic , DiSiman , and Henry y 
the true heirs of Thuringia and Mifnia , after a three years war, 
in which they were generally fuccefsful, ffripped Adolph of all 
Thuringia. 

His mif- His own private vices completed his ruin, and rendered 
P3 rr * a g es > him fo odious, that the archbifhop of Mcntz , JVenccJlam , king 

of Bohemia^ Albert , duke of Atjlria , the two margraves of 
Brandenburg , and the duke of Saxony , drew up againft him a 
kind of impeachment, which was to ferve as a ground-work 
for his depofition. They accufed him of having given up the 
rights of the empire in Italy j of a mean, lavifh, tyrannical, 
arbitrary behaviour; of his receiving money from Edward^ 
king of England, without fulfilling the conditions on which he 
obtained it; of his having encouraged his foldiers to violence 
and robbery ; and of encouraging his officers in opprefling the 

fubjects. All thofe charges feem to have been built on the 

• • • » . * x ’ • ' * W - - ■ - * * • -* - . . ' *• * ^ 
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fame bafis, which was his poverty, which did not allow him 
either to keep a proper difcipline in the empire, or to fulfil his 
engagements with England. They added to their impeach¬ 
ment a crime of a molt inhuman nature, that of not only hav¬ 
ing debauched many women, married, unmarried, and even 
nuns, but that he had put many to death, after forcing them 
to fatisfy his brutal appetites, Adolph , on the other hand, was 
befriended by the archbiftiop of Triers, by the count Pala¬ 
tine , and the duke of Bavaria ; fo that he, for fome time, 
made head againft the confederacy, which chofe Albert , duke 
of Aujlria , for their emperor. He raifed troops to maintain 
his pretenfions againft Adolph , whofe right was fupported by 
the pope, notwithftanding all the arts made ufe of at the court 
of Rome to get the fentence of his depofition confirmed. This 
was fo important a point to Albert , that his ambaflador, the 
count de Hohemberg , forged letters of depofition under the 
pope’s hand and feal, and delivered them as true ones to the 
princes of the Aujlrian party; but this {hameful impofture 
was foon difcovered, by the pope’s firm attachment to Adolph. 

When Albert was elected, the archbilhop of Mentor, ha¬ 
rangued the people in the great church there. In his fpeech, 
which was intended as the adt of depofition, he infilled upon 
Adolph 1 s indigence as a good reafon for depofing him, and al¬ 
lowed, that for fome time after his accefiion to the empire, 
he had behaved as a wife and a worthy prince, without fpeci- 
fying the horrid crime of having murdered the women he had 
debauched : We are informed , faid he, that the envoys wefent to 
Rome, have obtained the pope's fentence of depofition ; ethers tell Depofiti- 
us the contrary ; but, without regarding any authority but what is on, 

•Defied in ourfelves, zve finding Adolph to be incapable of govern¬ 
ing the empire , depofe him, and cledt in his room Albert, duke of 
Auftria, to be king of the Romans. Adolph continuing to be 
powerfully fupported by the princes of his party, allbmbled 
his troops, and a bloody battle was fought near Spire , between 
him and his rival. Adolph, during the heat of it, fingled out Al¬ 
bert, and riding up to him, Nozv, fays he, mu ft you refgn tome 
the empire and your life : Both, replied Albert, are in the hands 

of God, and thruft his fpear with fuch fury through Adolph's and death, 
vifor, that the latter fell from his horfe, and was immediately 
difpatched. This battle was fought the 2d of July, 1298, no I2q g 
more than eleven days after Albert's eledlion. Upon the death * 
of Adolph , Albert ordered the carnage to be Hopped, while the 
count Palatine and duke of Bavaria efcaped by flight. Adolph 
reigned fix years ; his wife was Imagina , daughter of Jorlach, 

count o 1 Li mb ourg, and by her he left two fons, counts of Naf- 
fau , and feveral daughters. 

When we coniider the difpofition of the times, and the cha- His clu- 
radter of the German princes of thofe days, we are apt to look r ader * 
upon Adolph rather to be unfortunate than wicked or criminal 
in his conduct. He doubtlefs was brave in his perfon, and his 
failure towards the king of England was more than probably 

... owing 
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owing to the oppofition he met with, which prevented his 
marching in perfon to that prince’s atfiftance againft France. 
It was pretty extraordinary, that the partizans of the French 
king in. the empire fhould urge it as a crime againft their em¬ 
peror that he had not affifted their enemies. 



CHAP. 

Albert the fir ft ^ of Auftria, called the Tri¬ 
umphant. 

Albert r T“'HE fpirit pf crufading, which had been fo unfortunate 
confirmed JL to the Gerinans , infpired them with the moft cruel and 
emperor, vindictive lentiments. Their zeal was influenced by the po¬ 
verty in which they found themfelves upon their return from 
their expeditions, and without any provocation, or rather up¬ 
on falfe pretexts, the Jews were moft inhumanly robbed and 
plundered, not only all over Germany , but in the neighbouring 
provinces. Albert had protected fuch of them as were in his 
dominions, and they paid him liberally for that protection. His 
acceffion to the Imperial throne was a favourable period for 
them; he chofe to be recrowned at Aix-la-Chapelle , where 
the crowd was fo great, that his brother-in-law, the duke of 
Saxony^ was there fqueezed to death. The fame fpirit of dif- 
obedience and avarice that had ruined his predeceffor, perfe¬ 
cted him. The pope difallowed his authority, and fummon- 
ed him to appear at his tribunal. The eccleflaftical electors 
laid hold of this wretched pretence to withdraw their allegi¬ 
ance likewife, becaufe the emperor had required them to fur- 
render the temporalities of which they had defrauded the re¬ 
venues of the empire. Thus fituated, Albert had no recourfe 
but to ftrengthen himfelf by an alliance with Philip the fair 
of France , the pope’s mortal enemy. After fome negotia¬ 
tions, a marriage was concluded between Albert’§ eldeft fon Ro- 
dolph\ and the princefs Blanche , Philip’s filler, by which Al¬ 
bert agreed to bellow upon Rodolph and his heirs, Auflria , 

He di 

yides his nefs, and afligned Alface and Fribourg as his daughter-in-law’s 
elates jointure. This match ferved only more to provoke the pope 
with his and the eccleliallical electors; the former appeared publickly 
fon. with a fword by his fide, and declared, that he knew of no 

Ccefar or king of the Romans but himfelf; and the latter form¬ 
ed the atrocious defign of acculing Albert as the murderer of 
his predeceflor before the count Palatine , who, as they pre¬ 
tended, was judge within the Imperial palace, and that the 
emperor himfelf was anfwerable to his jurifdiCtion. 

He is de- The party againft Albert was the more encouraged in thole 
feated by unheard of proceedings, by the ill fuccefs of Albert in a war 
D’A-venes, which he maintained againft John D'Avenes , who claimed the 


- Stiria , Carniola , Alface , and the other territories, as Imperial 
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fucceffion of John, count of Holland ; while Albert pretended 
that it was a reverfible fief of the empire. The affair was 
at laft compromised upon D’Avenes confenting to pay homage 
to the emperor for Holland , Wejl Friejland , and Zealand , and 
to receive the inveftiture of them from him. This peace 
was made under the walls of Cologne , to which D’Avenes had 
driven Albert. He then fummoned the ecclefiaftieal ele&ors to 
appear before a diet of the empire at Mentos , but they anfwer- 
ed him only by caballing for his deftru£tion, and retiring to 
the dominions of the count Palatine , before whom they cited 
Albert to appear. Albert , on this occafion, difcovered himfelf 
to be worthy of empire. The princes of Gcnnany were (hock¬ 
ed at the infolence and abfurdity of this conduct, as the chief 
fa£t advanced againft Albert was what his accufers had approv¬ 
ed of, and enabled him to execute, we mean the death of his 
predeceffor. Though the king of Bohemia , the marquis of 
Brandenburgh, and the duke of Saxony remained neuter in the 
quarrel, yet Albert raifed an army, with which he obliged the 
ecclefiaftieal princes to give up their claims, and the count 
Palatine to purchafe his peace with a large fum of money. The 
znti-Imperiali/ls in Germany had now no refource but to pope 
Boniface the VUIth, who exerted himfelf in a manner that 
was amazingly daring. He redoubled his fummonfes and ful- and ex- 
minations againft Albert , and perceiving that he was fupported conimuni- 
by the king of France , he perfuaded that prince’s brother, C ated by 

Charles of Valors , to accept from him the office of Imperial vi- the pope 
car in Italy. r v ' 

He next declared Charles emperor of the Greeks , and mar- ,« 0I 
ried him to the daughter of Baldwin the 2d, the depofed em- Affairs of 
Per or of Conjlantinople. The throne of Poland was then filled Human 
by Wencejlaus , and that of Hungary being vacant by the death • ' f 
ol king Andrew, the Hungarians offered it to Wencejlaus like- 
wife. That prince, who was at the fame time king of Bohemia , 
recommended to their choice his fon, who was actually 
crowned, and took the name of Ladij luns 9 though he was no 
more than thirteen years of age. Albert had always expreffed 

the mo ft profound regard for the holy fee, notwithftanding the 
pope’s infolence, and had made fome unbecoming advances to 
obtain his friendftiip. Both of them pretended to have thedif- 
pofal of the crown of Hungary, and therefore both of them 
were equally difgufted with the proceedings of the Hungari¬ 
ans. The pope had adjudged their crown to Alary, the fitter 
of Ladijlaus, the third king of Hungary, but (he refigning her 
right to' her grandfon Charobert, the pope undertook to fu pport 
him, as did Albert likewife, through the dread and hatred he 
had for Wencejlaus. The latter was one of the moft politic, 
as well as powerful princes, that Germany had feen for a long 
time; but the Germans under Albert had formed ridiculous no¬ 
tions of the vaft wealth to be acquired by their becoming mas¬ 
ters of the Bohemian filver mines 5 and they flocked to his 

ftandard in fuch numbers, that Wencejlaus could not meet 

them 
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where A- them in the field. It is faid, however, that he found mean* 
hert Rjif- to poifon the waters round the Imperial camp, by which AU 
car‘ks. bert’s army was almoft ruined; and he was obliged toflytc 

Auflria with its wretched remains. 


lie is re¬ 
conciled 
to the 
pope. 


4 


The quarrel between Philip, king of France, and Boniface , 
breaking out now with more violence than ever, the latter 
offered to confirm Albert’s election, but upon very difgraceful 
terms. He obliged Albert , in the moft formal manner, to 
declare that the empire had been transferred by the holy fee, 
from the Greeks to the Germans ; and that all the rights, not 
only of the ele&ors, but of emperors and kings, are derived 
from the pope. Such were fome of the mortifying conccflions 
upon which Boniface confirmed Albert’s election. Soon after, 
the partizans of Fratice found means to furprize the pope’s 
perfon at Anagni ; but though he was delivered by the valour 
of the cardinal de Fiefquc, he died a few days after, and was 
fucceeded by BenediA the Xth, who died eleven months after 
his elevation. During the fliort time of his pontificate, he is 
faid to have been very favourable to the emperor and empire 


of Germany. 

Affairs of Young Ladijlaus continued to reign in Hungary ; but partly 

Hungary, through the turbulence of that people, and partly through his 

own mifmanagement, he had no power; and his father, to 
prevent his fuffering a violent death, brought him back to Bo¬ 
hemia, by force. fVcncejlaus foon after died, as it is faid, 
through grief, and his fon fucceeding him, he refumed his 
former name of Wenceflaus , but was aflaffinated in his bed¬ 
chamber, twelve months after his accelfion to the Bohemian 


and Thu¬ 
ringia. 


crown. Three thrones, to which the emperor had preten- 
fions, were now vacant; thole of Bohemia , Poland , and 
Hungary, and the fubjedts of each pretended to the power 
of electing their kings. The duke of Carinthia, who 
had married the filler of the late king, had a ftrong party 
of Bohemians in his favour ; but Albert raifed his fon Rodolph, 
by force of arms, to that throne. Henry of Carinthia re¬ 
aligned his pretenfions to Rodolph , who, having loft his firfl: 
wife Blanche, married the widow of young IVenceJlaus . Ro¬ 
dolph foon after died, and Albert endeavoured to procure the 
Bohemian crown for his other fon Frederic, but he was difap- 
pointed. Henry of Carinthia was recalled, and obtained the 
throne ; upon which Albert, after ravaging Bohemia, returned 
with his army to Aujlria. 

We have already feen how the true heirs of 'Thuringia re¬ 
covered their patrimony from the emperor Adolph, who had 
purchafed it from their unnatural father. Upon Adolph’s 
death, his brother, Philip of NaJJau , demanded the territories 
in queftion from the two brothers Frederic and Didiman, who 
held them in Philip’s claim, was favoured by the empe¬ 
ror, in hopes of his lharing the fpoil. The princes were fum- 
moned to appear at the Imperial tribunal, and all the inde¬ 
pendent part of Germany applauded their fpirit, in refufing to 

fubmit 
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Tubmit their property to Albert's decifion. Both fides raifed 
forces; the princes were put to the ban of the empire ; but 
Frederic raifed an army with which he fought, and entirely 
defeated Albert at Luch'an , and obliged him to betake himfelf 
to a ftiameful flight. Notwithstanding his lofs and difgrace, 

Albert continued to fupport Charobert in his claim to the crown 
of Hungary , which was difputed by the duke of Bavaria ; 
but Charobert being befriended by the pope, the Bavarian 
was obliged to renounce his title, and Charobert afcended 
the Hungarian throne. He took the name of Charles , and 
held it of the pope, his fubjecls preferring to be vafials to him 
rather than the emperor. A civil war, at this time, raged in 1307. 
the north of Germany , between Gerhard , count of Holjlein , Difturb- 
and his nobles, whom he defeated and belieged in Lubec. The ances in 
Lubeckers being ftrongly fupported by the duke of Saxony and the north, 
the king of Denmark , made a vigorous defence, though Ger¬ 
hard had built a fort at the mouth of the Trave to diftrefs their 
trade; but the quarrel was at lafl: made up, by the interpo- 
fition of the Danijh general, and the emperor Albert was to 
decide, in four years time, to whom the fort was to belong. 

The Holjleiners , however, not being fond of an Imperial ar¬ 
bitration, agreed to refer all their future differences to the king 
of Denmark , and the duke of Mecklenburg . 

We are now arrived at the jera of the Helvetian liberty. Rife of 
The conflitution of Switzerland, before the acceffion of the the Helve- 
houfe of Hapfpurg tothe Imperial crown, is little known. It tic iiber- 
is certain that the Switzers , by the fituation of their country, ty, 

t • | • + f » * % • « 4 ^ 


which is mountainous, and in many places inacceflible, have 

been infpired with notions of independency, which 
they preferved by maintaining a fort of equality of condition 


always 


among themfelves. In confequence of this, they oppofed all 
their overgrown nobility, but i’ubmitted refpe&fully to the Im¬ 
perial authority. Three of their cantons, Ury, Underwaldt , 
and Szvitz, had put themfelves under the prote&ion of Rodolph 
of Hapfpurg , before he became emperor, and he maintained 
them in their independency. The emperor Albert deviated 
from this moderation, and finding all the means he employed 
ineffedtual to reduce them to a ftate of dependence upon him 
as head of the houfe of Aujlria , he filled their country, by 
virtue of his Imperial authority, with a fet of German mon- 
fters, under the title of governors, who exercifed all manner 
of cruelties upon the natives. One Grijler , an Aujlrian go¬ 
vernor of Ury , eredfed a cap on a pole in the market place of 
Altorff\ and ordered that the fame homage fhould be paid to 
it by the pafiengers as to his own perfon. One IVilliam Tell, 
an incomparable archer, refufed to comply with this tyranni¬ 
cal, but ridiculous, command. He was apprehended and 
brought before Grijler , who condemned him either to be hang¬ 
ed, or to redeem his life by cleaving an apple placed on his 
fon’s head, at a certain diftance, with an arrow. Tell had 
the good fortune to cleave the apple without touching his fon. 

G rifer 
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Grijler feeing another arrow in his girdle, demanded what ht 
intended to do with that, and Tell frankly anfwered, To hav t 
fent it through thy heart had I killed my fon: upon which Grijlet 
condemned him to perpetual imprifonment, within a cattle, on 
an ifland ; and accompanied him in the boar, that he might 
fee him clofely fecured. A ftorm overtaking them, the com¬ 
mand of the boat was given to Tell , who had got his bread 
upon the water, and rowing the boat near the land, he jump¬ 
ed afhore, and made his efcape. 

which is Though the Helvetic liberty is generally dated from this re- 
e/labli/h- markable ftory, yet we are apt to think, that its connexion 
ed. with it was only accidental, and that it had a more noble rife. 

Three SwiJ[ers,Arnauld Melchtat, a native of Undcrwald ; Werner 
Strauffacher, of Siviiz 3 and Walter Furts, of TJry ; (names fo 
uncouth that they have injured their memory) confulted toge¬ 
ther upon the noble principles of freedom, and refolved to de¬ 
liver their country from the Aujirian tyranny. Each brought 
into the concert three more, and each being bound under an 
oath of fecrecy, engaged others whom oppreffion had rendered 
defperate. T he Aujirian governors feem to have facilitated 
the enterprize of the confpirators, by the contempt they had 
for the fpirit and poverty of the SwiJJers ; for though they built 
forts, they took no care as to the difcipline of the garrifons. 
The conlpirators finding themfelves ftrong enough to make 
their attempt, fixed on the firft of January, 1308, andalmoft 
at the fame hour they made themfelves matters of the for- 
trefles of Sam, Altorff, and Lowertz, without the lofs of a man. 
Some hiftorians tell us, that Tell efcaped to the confpirators, 
and entering into their confederacy, he ftruck Grijler dead 
with an arrow. Whatfoever may be in this, it is certain, 
that the Aujlrians , in a fhort time, were expelled from the 
Swifs cantons, who have ever fince maintained their liberty. 

Though we have given the great outlines of this revolution, 
yet undoubtedly many circumftances are omirted. Albert in¬ 
tended to have erected the cantons into a principality, for one 
of his fons; and we are apt to believe, that TcH’s punifh- 
rnent was inflidted upon him in confequence of fome difcoveries 
being made by Grijler , of his being engaged with the confpi¬ 
rators. The death of Grijler, by the arrow of Tell , who laid 
an ambufcade for him, feems to be well afcertained, as a cha¬ 
pel was built in commemoration of the event, 
is Albert’s pattion for aggrandizing his family, or rather his 
Bordered, fons, ruined him. Upon the death of his brother Rodolpk, 

duke of Suabia, and landgrave of Alface, Albert took upon 
himfelf the tutorage of his only fon John , who, after he was 
at age, could not perfuade the emperor to put him in poffef- 
fion of his eftates, John naturally fuppofed that Albert intend¬ 
ed to beftow his patrimony upon one of his fix fons, whom 
he had by his emprefs j and in this belief he was confirmed 
by the univerfal deteftation that prevailed againtt Albert, on 
account of his iniquitous practices in the affairs of Bohemia , 

Mifnia, 


Conjec¬ 


ture. 


Albert 
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jj fifnia, and Thuringia. He employed the bifiiop of Straf- 
hurg to intercede for him with the emperor, who gave him 
jjo other anfwer than that he would confider John's cafe, 
after he had ferved for fome time in his armies. Albert was 
then marching at the head of his troops, to reduce the revolt¬ 
ed cantons of SwiJJerland ; and John found means to engage 
in a defign of affafiinating him, three of Albert’s favourite do- 
meftics, Rodolph of Worthy Walter of Efchebach , and Ulric 
of Palm. Albert having made an entertainment to his cour¬ 
tiers at Bafil, fet out for Rkinfelden , and being to crofs the ri¬ 
ver Rhees, near Schaffhaufen , he entered a boat, attended by 
John and the three domeftics, while the fon and the other 
courtiers waited on the bank of the river for the return of the 
boat. The emperor and the confpirators landing, he was pro¬ 
ceeding through a new plowed field, when he was ftruck in 
the throat by John, and wounded by the other affaffins in dif¬ 
ferent parts of his body ; which put an end to his life in the 
fight of his fon and all his courtiers, who could afford him no 
affiftance. The execution of this confpiracy feems to have been 
owing to the fumes of wine 5 for it does not appear that the con¬ 
fpirators Jiad laid down any plan to follow, after it was over. 

John, after lurking a long time in Italy, died in a convent, to 
which the pope had confined him, by way of penance; Palm 
died in a convent likewife; Efchebach lived and died a cow¬ 
herd 35 years after; but Warth was broken alive upon the 
wheel. 

Befides the fix fons which Albert had by his wife Elizabeth , rr- 
daughter to the duke of Carinthia, he had five daughters, all Wis 11 uc * 
of them married to confiderable princes. It cannot be de- , , 

nied that Albert had courage and underftanding; but thofe hifto- an ^ cha ~ 
rians who praife him for nis love of truth, do not confider, that ratter * 
every a£t of injuftice (and Albert was guilty of many) is a vio¬ 
lation of that divine virtue. His manners and perfon are faid 
to have been vulgar and coarfe, and he made ufe of his af- 
feftation for plainnefs, as a cloak for his fordid avaricious 
difpofition. 



CHAP. XXXI. 

Henry the feventh, of Luxembourg, 

T HE princes of Germany feem, for fome reigns paft, to yj e <•. 

have induftrioufly avoided chufing for their head, a / a , 01 
fon or defcendent of the immediately preceding emperor, l. 

Clement the V th was then pope, and Philip the fair, king of f c °“ 
France , protected him from the Italians and Romans , wfio had ror 
driven him into exile. Some have even faid, that he owed * 




Philip 


pretenfions to the Imperial 


Cle- 


durft not difoblige Philip , but he privately difpatched ad 


ioes 



pope 
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vices, informing the electors, that if they did not fpeedily de¬ 
termine their chice, Philip would become their head, and re¬ 
vive all the claims, which the dependents of Charles the Great 
bv means h a d U p 0 n the empire. He recommended* at the fame time, 
of the Henry , count of Luxembourg * who was accordingly chofen 

by the fix electors, the kingdom of Bohemia being then va¬ 
cant. The names of thofe electors are of importance. They 
were the archbiftiops of Mentz , Triers * and Cologne , who afied 
as chancellors ; the count Palatine , and anceftor of the prefent 
houfe of Bavaria , who was grand! mafter of the houfliold; 
the duke of Saxony , who was great mafter of the horfe ; and 
the marquis of Brandenburgs who was great chamberlain. 
Before the ele&ion they drew up certain articles for the pre- 
fervation of the fiefs and privileges which were to be con¬ 
firmed by the emperor eletf, who was chofen at Franckfort. 

His fon Henry of Luxemhourg}\z.<S. fignalized himfelf in the empire on 
John cho- various occafions, and was i nFranckfort at the time of the elec- 
fen king tion ; but he appeared to be greatly furprized when he was in- 
of Bo he- formed that it had fallen upon himfelf. Among thefirft exercifes 
niia. of his authority, was his putting John of AuJlria to the ban of 

the empire, for murdering the late emperor. The Auftrian 
dominions were claimed and obtained by Albert's fons, Frede¬ 
rics Leopold, Alberts and Otho ; and here the iniquity of the 
houfe of Hapfpurg fully appeared ; for the princes proved, 
that the emperor Rodolph had left the Avjlrian dominions to 
their father, who.had never dared to avow the injury that was 
thereby done to their true heir. At this aflembly, which was 
held at < Spire, Elizabeth , daughter and heirefs to WenceJlauSs 
king of Bohemias made her appearance. The Bohemians had 
chofen the emperor’s fon John for their king, but upon an ex- 
prefs condition which he and his father agreed to, of his mar¬ 
rying this princefs, whofe ftory is fomewhat lingular. Per¬ 
ceiving that the emperor evaded the match, from fome fcruples 
he had of her chaftity, Ihe came into the emperor’s bed-cham¬ 
ber, attended by the chief matrons of the court, and un- 
drefling herfelf, fubmitted to an infpeclion, which fully vin¬ 
dicated her chaftity; upon which the nuptials between her 
and John were celebrated with vaft magnificence; and John, 
after furmounting a vigorous oppofition made to him by the 
duke of Carinthias was, together with his confort, crowned 
at Prague. 

Henry , while preparations were making for his march into 


Henry 


Italy , ordered the bodies of his predeceliors, Adolph and Al- 


prepares . . * 

to m -.rch hert to be folemnly interred at Spire , and then he fent a fplen- 
uuo Italy . did deputation, notifying his ele&ion to the pope, who rea¬ 
dily confented to crown him at Rome , upon his promifing to 
confirm all the rights and pofTeflions of the holy fee, which 


1310 


had been fworn to by preceding emperors. In 1310, the em¬ 
peror fummoned the count of JVurtemburg to appear in a diet 
at Spire \ but the count refufing to fubmit, he was put to the 
ban of the empire, and divefted of his eftates. This emperor 


1 


renewed 
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renewed that perfecution againft the 



on pretence of 


their ufury and extortion, and would for the fame reafon have 
feized upon the properties of the knights templars, who were 
immenfely rich, had they not been prote&ed by the pope. 
Italy ftill continued to be torn by the fadtions of the Guelphs 
ana Gibclins; but the Imperial authority was then but little 
heard of in that country. The emperor endeavoured to re¬ 
vive it by making the moft magnificent promifes to the ftates 
and people, and appointed his Ion John , king of Bohemia^ with 
a proper council, to adminifter the affairs of the empire du¬ 
ring his abfence. When he arrived in Italy with his army and 
the chief German princes, inftead of obferving his promifes, 
it was eafily perceived that he intended to revive all the Im¬ 
perial claims upon Italy. 
ragement he had given him, and formed a ftrong confederacy 
to thwart him, but without fuccefs. He was received at AJli * 
Cafal , and Vercelli , where he left German governors, and en¬ 
couraged all the Gibelin fa&ion to repair to his ftandards* En¬ 
tering Milan without any oppofition, he obliged the inhabi¬ 
tants, who were rich, to pay him a fum of money j and he 
difolaced Guv de la Torre from the government of that city, 

Matthew Vifconti , the founder of an illuftri- 


The 


prO 


ous race. 


De la Tort 


have entered into a confpiracy for murdering the emperor and 
his attendants ; but this, by others, is thought to be only an 
invention to juftify the maffacre that followed of la Torre’s 
friends, and the feizure of their eftates. Guy himfelf efcapcd, 
and Henry 

having fee_,_ 

of the German army. 


m w *i 

and 


tna 


Henry was poor, he put his favours up to fale, at Par- Oppref 
Vicenza , and Placentia. Cremona ventured to oppole him, 


for which he facked and plundered it. Padua bought her 


ooo 


fum of money, prefen ted the emperor with a magnificent gold¬ 
en crown enriched with diamonds, and other coffly regalia. 
The whole of Henry’ s progrefs, which is known by the name 
of the Roman expedition, was lb alarming to the Italians , that 
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crowned with one made on purpofe. 


efc 


defperate refiffance againft the emperor’s troops, and under the 

1 i r rr'i • / /.. t r\ /T .* • i .. i nni i 


Thibault de Drufft 


Thoug 


the victory was obftinately contefted, and the emperor beaten 
oft’ his horfe, yet the German difeipline carried the day ; the 
Brefduus were driven back into their city, and Thibault , be¬ 
ing found juft alive on the field of battle, was, for his ingra*- 
titude to Henry , torn in pieces by horfes, for which the href- 
dans ha need fifty of the German prifoners over their walls. 
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^nd mii- ful penalties he had threatened, he was contented with dif- 

mantling their city, and obliging the inhabitants to pay him 

governor in Brefcia , 


carnages 

there. 


60,000 crowns. He 


v i ft ted 


Mantua 


as 


The 


emperor. 

Rome , confederated with Robert , 


who remained ftill in exile from 


Naples , and the 
’cca. to fton Hen- 


1 


pt 


O 


Mor, 


He 

cro\< 


of troops, on pretence of preparing matters for the pope’s 
reception ; but after feizing all the chief pofts of the city, he 
declared that he would not give him admittance. 


is 


ned 


Henry 


Morea 


in Rome, drew his troops, and Henry entering the city, demanded of 

the deputation of cardinals fent by the pope to crown him, 
that the ceremony fhould be performed in the church of St. 
ffobn de Laterally beeaufe that of St. Peter’s was in his enemy’s 
hands. The cardinals, with relu&ance, complied; and the 
people of Rome , the ftreets of which ran with blood, were in 
hopes of feeing their tranquillity re-eftabliftied. They were 
deceived. The emperor, inftead of giving them the ufual 
largefs, demanded money from them j upon which they ran 
to arms, killed 2000 of his men, and drove himfelf out of the 

Henry imputed this lofs and difgrace to the king of Na- 
and formed a league with Frederic the lid, king of Si- 
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city 
pies , 


_ Naples , after he had reduced Tufcany. The 
pope endeavoured, but in vain, to prevent this league, for 
the emperor proceeded with fire and fword through the Fufcan 
territories ; and after befieging Florence for forty days, he was 
forced to abandon the enterprize, and to march his army in¬ 
to winter quarters, while his enemy, Robert , was chofen by 
the Fufcan ftates to be their protestor for four years, 
ijr3. In the fpring of the year, 1313, Henry fummoned Robert to 
His death appear before him, and not obeying, he was, as his feuda¬ 
tory, put to the ban of the empire, and pronounced guilty of 
treafon. 


He proceeded in the fame frantic manner againft the 
Florentines and the Lucquefe. The reinforcements he expect¬ 
ed from Germany arriving at laft, and the Gcnoefe and Si¬ 
cilian _ fleets being ready, lie prepared to march againft Naples , 
notwithftanding all the pope could do to reftrain him ; but 
he previoufly fent an apology for. his conduct to the king of 
France , who feemed to be alarmed at his progrefs. Henry 
was fo intent upon his Neapolitan expedition, that he headed 
it in perfon, though his health was then very precarious. 
Being advanced almoft as far as Vienna , he died, not without 
ftrong fufpicion of his having been poifoned in a confecrated 
hoft, by Bernard de Montepulciano , a Dominican. His death 
happened after he had reigned four years, (even months, and 
eighteen days, and in the fifty-firft year of his age. This 

5 emperor 
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emperor was married to Margaret , a daughter of the duke of 
Brabant, by whom he had John , king of Bohemia , and four and ifiue. 
daughters; Beatrix, who was married to Charles , king of 
Hungary j Mary , the wife of Charles the fair, of France ; 
nes , who was married to Rodolpb, count palatine of the Rome ; 
and Catharine , the wife of Leopold , duke of Aujlria. We are 
told by fome writers that Henry, at the time of his death, was. 
betrothed to Catharine , daughter to Albert of Aujlria. We 
can add but little to what we have already obfervcd concern¬ 
ing the chara&er of this prince, whofe boundlefs thirft after 
power and money, expofed him to the hatred and contempt 
of the Italians. He fecms to have purfued a fyflem different 
from thofe of his immediate predeceffors, by endeavouring 
to eftablifh that empire in Italy, which Frederic the lid had in 
vain aimed at. It is difficult to fay what the event might have 
been, had Henry lived a few years longer; for though both Guelphs 
and Gibilines hated the eftablifhment of the Imperial power in 
Italy, yet their interefts were fo equally ballanced, and the 
Italians in general were fo greatly divided amongft themfelves 
that a refolute army of Germans, animated by the hopes of 
Italian plunder, might have effe&ed vaft revolutions. 

An interregnum of fourteen months. 


The affairs of Germany, during the abfence of her emperors 
in Italy, afford, as it were, a diftindt copartment in hiftory, 
efpecially, as was the cafe with the laft emperor, when they 
left behind them a delegation of power with a king of the Ro¬ 
mans, or a proper regency. The abfence of the late Henry 


tonic order, who had already 
would not turn Chrijlians, < 
tlements towards the Baltic. 


Teu 


IVratifi 


Mef i 


made feveral confiderable conceffions to the knights, and tho* 
they gave them no effectual affiftance, the count de Helderingen, 
grand mafter of their order, being favoured by the pope’s le¬ 
gates, was put in poffeffion of the town and caftle of Dantzic, 
then belonging to Pomerania. Dantzic , after this, underwent 
various revolutions, and palled through feveral owners, Bran- 
denbnrghcrs as well as Poles. The latter, while they remained 
in pofleffion of it. were feized bv the former. The kniehts. 


The 


at the requeft of the Poles, raifed the fiege, but kept the town 
to themfelves, becaufe their employers could not otherwife 
pay them- After this, they purchafed the PruJJian Pomerania 
from the marquis of Brandenburg , then a powerful prince in 
the north of Germany. Many other revolutions, belonging 
to another part of our hiftory, particularly the acquisition 
which the duke of Mecklenburgh made of the city of Rcjlcck, 
happened about the fame time. 
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Order of But the chief objedt of attention to all Europe in the year 
the Tern- 1313, was the extinction of the order of Knights Templars . 
plan ex- They were put to death with various tortures, and perfecuted 
tinguiflied in many different ftiapes by the European princes; but they 

found fome refpite in Bavaria and Aujlria , though at laft: 
even thofe followed the fate of their brethren, till their order 
became extindL The ridiculous charges brought to juftify 
the cruelties exercifed upon them, fuch as thofe of witch¬ 
craft, forcery, and idolatry, fully prove that their wealth was 
their greateft crime ; and indeed, when all circumftances are 
considered, had their extinction been effedted without the 
horrid cruelties attending it, the meafure might have been 
wife and juft, as they were by far too powerful and too rich 
for a religious order. 



CHAP. XXXII. 


Lewis the fifth , of Bavaria 


Accefiion 
of Lewis 



PON the death of Stephen , duke of Bavaria , his bro¬ 
ther Lezvis claimed the regency of his dominions, in 


to the Im- which he was oppofed by Frederic , duke of Aujlria , who was 


ferial 


obliged to reffgn to Lewis his pretenfions. It was foon feen 


throne. that this quarrel was only a trial of fkill between thofe two 

princes, each of whom had an eye upon the Imperial crown. 
Thofe and many other diforders which then prevailed in Ger¬ 
many, obliged Lewis and Rodolph , d u kes of Bavaria , to form 
an affociation for the fupport of the public tranquillity againft 
thofe robbers who infefted every corner of Germany , and which 
was to laft till the Imperial throne was filled. It became now 
a received maxrm among the German princes, that the elec¬ 
tion of an emperor belonged to the great hereditary offices of 
the palace, but the rights of fucceffion among thofe princes 
was fo eonfufed by marriages,, intermarriages, laft wills, bans 
of the empire, and the like, and indeed the right of fucceffion 
itfelf was fo unfettled among them, that feveral princes 
claimed the fame fervices. Henry, duke of Carinthia , difputed 
with John of Luxembourg , the king of Bohemia , the fervice of 


cup-bearer, and confequently the right of being an elcdlor. 


The like difputes happened between John and Rodolph , the 
two dukes of Saxony, each claiming to be grand manhal of 
the empire; nor would Lewis, duke of Bavaria, refign to his 
elder brother, the count Palatine, his right of voting. All 
thefe contradi<Stery claims being made by independent princes, 
were not to be determined by a fuperior tribunal, as none 
fueh then exifted in Germany, nor indeed were they fettled 
till the pafling of the golden bull under Charles, the 

To thofe political calamities (for fuch they were on ac¬ 
count of their eonfequcnces) many natural ones were added. 

Plague,. 


y tett 

mb. 
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Plague, famine, wild beafts, inundations, and earthquakes, Plague 
raged in Germany>, from one end to the other, to fuch a degree, and other 
that it is faid children and parents eat each other. The prin- calamities 
ces of the empire made ufe of the firft abatements of thofe vi- in Genua- 
fitations to afl'emble at Franckfort: they were the archbifhops »j. 
of Mentz (who was alfo count of Luxembourg , and brother to 
the emperor Henry VII.) and Cologne \ with John, king of 
Bohemia , fon to the late emperor; the count Palatine of the 
Rhine ; and Lewis , duke of Bavaria , his brother j the mar¬ 
quis of Brandenburg ; Rodolph , fon to Albert II. duke of Sax¬ 
ony j and Eric, fon to John the Hid, duke of Lower Saxony. 

Thefe ele£tors appear to have come to a tacit compromi/e, 
that all their votes fhould be admitted, though only feven of 
them could have a right j but authors are even divided as to 
the number of votes given on this occafion, nor does it ap¬ 
pear that the king of Bohemia voted at all. The electors of 
Mentz, Treves, Bohemia , and Brandenburg, chofe Leivis , duke 
of Bavaria, who being an elector himfelf, was upon the fpot, 
and gave his vote to his own party. The other four electors 
are faid to have declared foe the duke of Aujlria, who having 
no vote, remained at Saxenhaufen , on the other lide of 
the river. Lewis availing himfelf of his majority, was 
crowned at Aix-la-Chapelle by the archbifhop of Mentz , as 
his competitor was at Bonn , by the archbifhop of Cologne. 

The intereft of Lewis was ftrong in JVeftphulia and the Lower 
Rhine, as that of Frederic was on the Upper Rhine ; but the 
Swiffes took part with the Bavarian , that they might defend 
their newly acquired liberties againft the Aujlrian. Germany 
was again involved in blood and confufion, and we are told 
that attempts were even made to aflaflinate Leiuis. Bavaria 
was laid wafte by Leopold of Aujlria, and Lewis remained in 
a ftate of maftivity till he could know the fuccefs of an im¬ 
portant treaty he was then negociating with the Siuifs cantons, 
which was ftrongly oppofed by Leopold, who marched about 
20,000 men into their country. The three confederated can¬ 
tons could raife no more than i6,oco men, and thofe but poorly 
armed ; but they polled themfelves fo advantageoufly in a pafs, 
near Morgarten , by which they knew the Aujlrians muft 
march, that the latter were compleatly defeated, the Swiffes 
fupplying their want of arms by huge fragments of rocks, 
which they rolled down from the mountains, and which kil¬ 
led fo many of the Aujlrians, and difordered their army fo 
much, that the Swijffs falling upon them (word in hand, 
drove them with great daughter out of their country. This 
glorious ftand for liberty, and the victory that attended it, is 

juftly compared with the nobleft that the Greek or Roman 
hiftory can produce. 

In the year 1316, a battle was fought upon the banks of the 1316. 
Ncckar, between the two Imperial rivals, but victory declared 
on neither fide. John the XXIId was then pope, and both 
parties applied to him, but he took part with neither, and 
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declared both of them to be rebels, if they did not appear at 
his tribunal, and fubrnit to his arbitration. Thofe pro¬ 
ceedings revived the wars between the Guelphs and Gibelins in 
Italy ; and though all of them fought for themfelves, yet the 
Gibelins declared for Lewis , as the Guelphs did for Frederic , 
who feemed to have the greateft fhare of the pope’s favour ; 
but the Vifconti family, who were Gibelins , and who conquer¬ 
ed for themfelves in the name of Lctvis , were the greateft 
gainers by the difpute, though they were obliged by the pope 
and the king of Naples to raife the fiege of Genoa. Matters 
remained in this indecifive ftate till the year 1319 ; Lewis had 

ereft in the empire, but the family o f Jlujhia was 
the moft powerful. The two armies at laft met near Muldorf,\ 


the ftrongeft in 


. 1 ^ 

and Frederic propofed the barbarous (but then thought legal) 
expedient of deciding their differences by a combat of fifteen 


men 


The propofal was accepted, but the cham¬ 
pions fought fo defperately that all of them were killed on the 
fpot. A general battle naturally enfued, and Frederic , not 
being fupported by his brother Leopold , was obliged, after a 
long and obftinate engagement, to repafs the river Inn ; but 
Lewis could fcarcely boaft of his vidfory, it was fo undecifive. 
In a few weeks each of them was at the head of a ftronger 
army, but Frederic obliged Lewis to take 


fhelter 


Havucnau 


The fame luperiority was held by tho Aujlrians during the 
year 1320, when they ravaged Bavaria. Next year, the Auf- 
trians made a fruitlefs expedition into Italy ; for finding the 
affairs of the Guelphs in a manner defperaie, they returned under 
their general, Henry of Aujlria , another of Frederics brothers, 
without effecting any thing. Henry , on his return, found his 
brother Frederic again ravaging Bavaria , where he declared he 
would fix his quarters between the Ifer and the Inn. Lewis 
having been joined by the king of Bohemia , the burgrave of 
Nuremburg , and the other heads of his party, found himfelf 
at the head of 30,000 veterans, and refolved to venture a de- 
cifive action in the Dlain of Vechivis , between Muldorf and 

The Bavarians 


Oettingcn , on the 29th of September, 1322 
firft were routed, and Frederic thought h 


at 


Sckwepperman 


troops of Lewis , led them on to the charge, renewed the bat- 


And 


Duke 


dangeroufly wounded and taken prifoner, as was the duke of 
Lorrain ; but Lewis’s moft important acquifition that day, was 
the perfon of his competitor, Frederic , who was taken prifoner 
after killing fifty of his enemies with his own hand, and re¬ 
maining alone on the field of battle. When the burgrave 
of Nuremburg brought him in prifoner, Lewis ordered the 


urfuit to be flopped, and Frederic was fent to the caftle of 



ry 


brother with 


Audi, 


na was marching to the affiftance of his 
army, when he heard of his misfortunes. 

He 
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He then retired to his own eftate, and negociated with the Lewis ac* 
pope and the king of France, for the delivery of his two bro- know- 
thers. Duke Henry and the duke of Lorrain were fet at li- ledged 
berty, but the former died foon after, and Frederic continued erope. or. 
a prifoner for three years. Lewis may be faid to have re¬ 
mained now without a competitor in the empire, and was ac¬ 
knowledged emperor by almofl all the princes, excepting 
pold of Aujlria , who taking advantage of fome commotions in 
Bohemia, was in hopes of mounting that throne. Lewis 
fliewed himfelf placable towards all the princes who were wil¬ 
ling to fubmit, excepting his own brother Rodolpb , count pa¬ 
latine of the Rhine, whofe dominions he feized, and forced 
him to fly to England, where he died in want and obfeurity. 

The king of Bohemia met with fo much trouble that he fur- 
rendered his crown to the emperor Lewis , who gave him in 
exchange the palatinate, the inheritance of his brother and 
family. The Bohemians refufed to ftand to the bargain, which 
indeed gives us no favourable idea of the princes who made it, 
and Lewis was obliged to cancel it, and the Bohemians renewed 
their oaths of allegiance to John. 

Lewis then aflembled a diet at Nuremhurg , where a ftri£t Diet at 
flratute was enacted againft the reverfionary grants of benefices 
obtained at the court of Rome ; and this increafed the animo- burg. 
fity between the pope and the emperor. The nature of the 
German fiefs did not favour any alienation of them from the 
immediate defeendents of the lafl pofleflbr; and Lewis , whofe 
refentment probably had fubfided by his brother’s death, re- 
ftored the palatinate to his children ; but (as we are told) 
with the exprefs condition, that his and their family fhould 
enjoy the ele&oral vote by turns. By this agreement it would 
appear as if he had fome doubts concerning the validity of his 
own vote, as his was but the fecond branch. His proceedings 
with regard to the marquifate of Brandenburg were flill more 
unjuftifiable. That elector, marquis Volmar the third, un¬ 
dertook a pilgrimage to the holy land in the ridiculous manner 
of thofe days, and left the adminiftration of his eledtorate to 
his brother 'John, who died in lefs than a month after the de¬ 
parture of the marquis. Lewis, as head of the empire, with¬ 
out waiting for an account of Volmar’ s death, gives his elec¬ 
torate to one of his own fons, Lewis of Bavaria, in prejudice 
of the houfe of Saxe Lawcnburg, and Anhalt, the defend¬ 
ants of the ancient houfe of Afcania, from which that of 
Brandenburg likewife was defended, befides many other com¬ 
petitors of the fame line. The aggrandizement of family in- 
terefts was not peculiar to the houfes of Suabia and Aiiflria ; 
for it feems to have been the ultimate objedl of Lewis, who by 
his fecond marriage with Margaret, daughter of William, 
count of Hainault and Holland, acquired not only thofe two 
noble earldoms, but Friexland and Zealand likewife. 

Lezvis was flopped in his career of accumulating wealth and 
dominions to his family by the continuance of his breach with 
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The pope the pope, John the XXIId. That pontiff’s party was now far 
foperior fuperior in Italy to the Gibelins, ana the pope rejecting all of-, 
in Italy, fers of accommodation with the Gibelins , the emperor acted 

fo artfully by his agents with the cities and ftates who were 
well affected to him, that they united under his general count 
Bertholdi , who retook Milan. The pope upon this published 
a bull againff the emperor, in a ftrain, if poflible, more ex¬ 
travagant than that made ufe of by the moft extravagant and 
ambitious of his predeceflors. He there pretends that the em- 
Protefts a- peror ought to reign by the permiflion and authority of the 
gainft the pope alone, who may depofe him at his pleafure, and there- 
empeior, fore he orders all his fubje&s, of what degree foevcr, to with¬ 
draw their obedience from that tyrant and ufurper, Lewis of 
Bavaria. The emperor proteffed againff the bull, convoked 
all the learned ecclefiaftics and laymen in Germany , to confider 
it, and they pronounced it to be anti-chriftian, advifing him 
at the fame time to have recourfe to a general council. Tho* 
the emperor was fully convinced that this advice was rational 
and conftitutional, yet he applied for a reconciliation with 
his holinefs, who would grant him no farther time than three 
months for refigning the title of king of the Rotnans^ and 
withdrawing his countenance from the Italian Gibelins. All 
the emperor could do, was to proteft againff the papal pro¬ 
ceedings, and to endeavour to anfwer the bulls upon paper, 
whoexhi- The pope, on this occafion, was encouraged by the ftate 
bits aru- of affairs in Germany , where Leopold of Aujtria not only re¬ 
des a- fufed to recognize the emperor’s title, but defeated his forces 
£amft the at the fiege of Bnrgau , where Leopold detained the Imperial 
P°P e ’ regalia, w'hich he had feized. On the other hand the Gibe¬ 
lins were victorious all oyer Italy, where the people had been 
forced to preach up another crufyde againff the Imperial party. 
His holinefs upon the expiration of the three months, adfually 
excommunicated Lcivis , who was fupported by the diet of the 
empire at Ratijbon , where the princes threatened to treat 
. all who ffiould pay any regard to the pope’s excommunication, 
as traitors and enemies to their country. Lewis went fur¬ 
ther, for he in his turn exhibited 36 articles againff the pope, 
for which he infilled he ought to be depol'ed in a general coun¬ 
cil, Leivis does not feem to have properly fupported the vi¬ 
gorous rneafurcs he propofed. He fpent his time too much in 
endeavouring to gain over the German noblemen by the ex¬ 
hibition of magnificent juffs and tournaments at Franckfort , 
Being difappoihted in this expedient, he entered into a con¬ 
federacy with the fcing of Bohemia , the archbifhop of Treves , 
and the earl of Barr. They too,k Metz , and the pope offered 
the Imperial crowm to Charles the fair, of France , who was to 
he fupported by all the Aiiflrian intereff in Germany. Other 
German princes feemed not ill difpofed towards Charles , and 
Leopold unadvisedly propofed that Charles ffiould give him and 
them the meeting at Bar fur Aube. Charles confented, and re¬ 
paired thither with a magnificent equipage, but was met only 

by 
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by Leopold, upon which Charles , in difguft, threw up all fur¬ 
ther concern in the project. 

Leopold, after other fruitlefs tentatives, was afraid of being Frederic 
deferted by his friends, and voluntarily fent the Imperial rega- fet at li- 
lia to Lewis ; but could not thereby procure his brother’s re- berty* 
leafe from prifon. This rigour of Lewis was equally difpleaf- 
ing to the princes of the empire, and at laft he was obliged to 
fet Frederic at liberty, upon his promifing to relinquifh ail pre- 
tenftons to the empire during the lifetime of Lewis. ' The 
pope abfolved Frederic from his oath, and the Aajlrians were 
about to have renewed the war, when Leopold died, and Fre¬ 
deric, who had contracted a difeafe in prifon, found himfelf 
embroiled in family quarrels with his brother Otho. Germany 
thus obtaining fome refpite, the Italian Gibelins , and, among 
others, the Romans , invited Lewis to that country, that he 
might make head againft the pope and the king of Naples , 
who continued to be the heads of the Guelphs , and that he 
might receive the Imperial crown at Rome , though without the 
concurrence of the pope, who remained Hill at Avignon. 

Lewis marched to Italy with a fmall army, but affembling the 
heads of his party at Trent, he found them fo ftrong and nu¬ 
merous, that he ordered the bifhops who adhered to him to 
excommunicate the pope, which they accordingly did. Lewis 
then received from the hands of the bifhop of Arezzo, the 
crown of Italy, at Milan , and then he fet forwards towards 
Rome, from whence the people had lately expelled the Nea¬ 
politan faction, who had furprized their city. 

Lewis in his march reduced Pifa, and obliged the inhabi- Expedi- 
tants to pay him a large fum of money, becaufe they had refuf- non of 
ed to admit him into their city on account of his being excoin- Lewis to 
municated. He then proceeded to Rome, where he was re- Italy. 
ceived with great fplendor by Colonna , the governor, at the 
head of the fenators, and was crowned in the church of St. 

Peter, by the bifhops of Venice and Aleria. The emperor’s 
behaviour towards the Romans, was fo noble and engaging, 
that they prefented him with the keys of their city and its 
fortrefles, which he garrifoned with his own troops. It would be 
fuperfluous, after what has been already faid, to repeat the acri¬ 
monious writings and bulls fulminated on this occafion by the 
popeagainft Lewis, who difappointedhim in all his fchemes. 

Lewis however, at laft, took a refolution,which the moft fpirited 
of his predeceffors had not ventured upon. He aflembled all the 
princes and prelates of his party, on the 18th of April, 1328, 
and the abbot of Fuld, by his order, publickly challenged any 
one to take part with that wicked tyrant and ufurper, 'James 
of Cahors , for fo the pope was called before his exaltation, 
from the place of his nativity, where he had exercifed the 
trade of a cobler. Nothing that is flagitious or venal was then 
omitted in the charge againft him, and by the authority of 
the emperor, who prefided in the aflembly in his Imperial 
robes, he was convi&ed of every article, and not only fen-. 
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He pro- terice of depofltion, but of death was pronounced again# him 

and likewil'e again# the king of Naples, as a rebel again# the 


nounces 


fentence empire, from which he held his crown. Lewis then raifed a 
of death Cordelier, who took the name of Nicholas the Vth, to the pa- 
»pon the pal throne, by his own authority; and, after fliewing him 
pope. extraordinary marks of efteem, he was recrowned by hi s 

hands. Mutual excommunications next pafled between the 
two popes, and 'John excepted out of his only the poet Pe¬ 
trarch, on account of his inimitable genius in poetry. Lewis 
was now upon the eve of a terrible revolution in his affairs. 
His mif- He and his new pope were incautious enough to burn two 
condutt. perfons at the flake for having adhered to pope John ; and 

Lewis, inftead of eftablifliing his authority at Rome , where he 
was hated, invaded the territories of Robert, king of Naples , 
where he received fo fevere a check, that after lofing great 
part of his army, famine obliged hjm to return to Rome , where 
the cardinal Urftni, at the head of the Guelph faction, had put 
that inconftant people in arms again# him. Lewis, prefled in 
the rear by the Neapolitans, and by the Romans in his front, 
fent his pope to Lodi, to which he himfelf foon after fled: 
Fromthence he went to Corneto, where he had an interview with 
the king of Sicily s fon ; but in the mean time pope John was 
at Rome acknowledged as the lawful pontif, where the names 
of the emperor and the anti-pope were held in the utmoft 
deteftation. One of the chief caufes of the emperor’s mif- 
carriage was the difappointment he met with from the king 
of Sicily, who had failed in fending him the troops and money 
he promifed him, and with this he bitterly reproached the 
Sicilian prince. Leivis, deftitute of troops and money, fled 
next to Pifa in the mo# forlorn condition, and was followed 
by his anti-pope. At Pifa he was amufed for fome- time by 
propofals from the Algerines, but being in hopes of afliftance 
from the king of Bohemia, he went to Bavaria. He had 
fcarcely left Italy when all the Milanefe , with Vifconti at their 
head, the Pifans, and the chief of the Gibelin cities declared 
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for John ; fo that Lewis, in the year 13Z9, had hardly the fha- 
dow of authority in Italy. As to the anti-pope, he feems to 
have been mo# ungeneroufly abandoned by his patron. Af¬ 
ter dragging a life of mifery and obfeurity, and Ikulking thro* 
almoft every corner of Italy, he prefented himfelf before Joh?7 , 
with a halter about his neck, abjured the papacy, and had the 
favour of ending his days in imprifonment. 

Diforders During the emperor’s abfence in Italy , the wars and com- 
in Gem.a- motions that had pafled in Germany, where all civil order was 
ny. difregarded, made his return to be confldered as a public blef- 

flng, difgraced and difappointed as he was.. The party that 
had been formed for the reftoration of government, was fo 
ftrong, that the Germans in general defpifed and detefted nope 
John’s earneft exhortations for them to chufe a new emperor. 
Lewis, without availing himfelf of thofe favourable difpofi- 
tions in men who had oppofed him before, mo# abjectly ap- 



27 


OF THE WORLD. 

plied to the pope for a reconciliation, offering to reverfe all he 
had faid or done to his prejudice. John defpifed all his advan¬ 
ces, and finding he could not (hake him in Germany by his 
papal fulminations, he applied himfelf to other means. He 
wrote to the king of Bohemia , commanding him to depofe 
Lewis. That prince, inftead of complying, marched into 
Italy at the head of a victorious army, which had before con¬ 
quered Lithuania , declared himfelf the Imperial vicar, and in a 
fbort time reduced almoft all the revolted cities of Lombardy. 

This did not difeourage the pope from renewing his attempts 
upon the Bohemian ; and his legate, Bertrand de Poyet , had the 
addrefs to Itagger the king’s fidelity towards the emperor. This 
happened in the year 1331, and the correfpondence between 1331. 
the Bohemian and the pope taking air, all Italy , as well as the 
emperor Lewis , was alarmed. The Guelphs taxed the pope 
with having invited the Bohemian into Italy y and the Gibelins 
reproached him for having betrayed the emperor. 

Lewis , convinced of the Bohemian’s infidelity, brought Fre- War with 
dericy marquis of Mifnia y Otho, duke of Aujhria y with the Bohemia r 
kings of Poland and Hungary , to attack Bohemia all at the fame 
time. John of Bohemia hearing this, left his fon Charles as 
his vicar in Italy y and returning with amazing expedition to 
Germany , he beat all his enemies there, but without publickly 
declaring againft the emperor. Receiving intelligence that the 
Guelphs and Gibelins were united againft his ion, he repafied 
the AlpSy but found the young prince victorious. About the 
year 1332 the pope finding that the Bohemian was irrefolute, 1332. 
and afraid or aftiamed to own the connections they had en¬ 
tered into together, tampered with Otho of Aujlria fo effectu¬ 
ally, that that prince not only abandoned the emperor, but 
acknowledged himfelf and his dominions to be fubjeCt to the 
fee of Rome. The empet or, at this time, feems to have had 
very little power in Italy , but what refpeCt for his ftation gave 
him, and the conveniency which fome of the princes had of 
gaining him on their fide in controverted points of fucceflion 
or intereft. 'John of Bohemia had the real power, but though 
ambitious, he knew not how to make ufe of it. He marched 
into Poland to the affiftance of his friends the Teutonic knights, 
and he there took Cracotv and concluded a peace with the 
Poles. Either through repentance or diffimulation, under- 
ftanding that Otho of Brunjwic having openly declared him¬ 
felf on the pope’s fide, and had befieged Calmar y he lent the 
emperor a body of troops, with which he marched againft 
Otho. The latter now began to refleCt upon the precipitate ac- 
ftep he had taken, and that the pope was only ufing him as commo- 
the tool of his refentment 5 he therefore propofed an accom- dation. 
modation with Lewis , which was accepted of, and the ratifi¬ 
cations exchanged. 

This accommodation reftored Germany to fome degree of Succefs of 
tranquillity, fo far as regarded the operations of her great 
ces. The common people continued ftill to be harraff 
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their petty tyrants, till the cities of Strafbnrg , Fribourg , and 
Bafil, in imitation of what had been done in other parts of 
Germany , united together to defend the properties of the in¬ 
habitants, and to provide for the fecurity of the roads againft 
thofe public robbers. This ftate of quiet gave pope John vaft 
concern, and being well acquainted with John of Bohemias 
difpofition, he brought him to renew all his engagements with 
him in an interview they had together at Avignon. The Bo - 
hemian marched into Italy with an army againft Robert, king of 
Naples , who had now declared againft the pope, th eVifcontis, 
and other Italian ftates who had joined Robert ; and though the 
Bohemian was fupported by a body of French troops, he was 
twice defeated, almoft at the gates of Verona , and lhamefully 
driven back to Germany. The emperor Lewis laid hold of that 
opportunity, finding all the advances he made to the pope in- 
effe&ual, to convene a council for his depofition on account of 
his ambition, wickednefs, and herefy ; but, in the mean while, 
the reftlefs pontif died, in the 90th year of his age. He was 
the prodigy of his time; though his learning and capacity 
were as mean as his birth, yet he was the terror of Europe, 
and the fcourge of its princes. At Rome he had never any 
authority, and he had loft all influence in Italy at the time of 
his death ; but by the moft flagitious and avowed practice of 
iimony, he left behind him more ready money than all the 
other princes of Europe were poflefled of. Such was his va¬ 
nity, that he added a third crown to the papal tiara, and fo 
great was his ignorance, that he employed his fpare hours in 
writing dillertations upon the philofopher’s ftone. 

1324. He was fucceeded by Benedict the Xllth,' who renewed all 

the papal fulminations againft the emperor; but the latter 
had been fo much ufed to fuch ftrokes, that he was become 
callous, and did not feel them. John of Bohemia , at this 
time the greateft prince on the continent of Europe , notwith¬ 
standing his defeats in Italy, had a fecond fon of his own 
name, who had married Margaret the heirefs of Carinthia and 
Tyrole , and confequently an immenfe fortune. The lady dif- 
iiking her hufband accufed him of impotence, and obtaining 
a divorce, flic married the marquis of Brandenburg , the em¬ 
peror’s fon. The Bohemian , not willing to give up the lady’s 
vaft eftates, quarrelled with the Bavarian, and a war enfued, 
but at laft the former refigned all his right to the lady, and con¬ 
firmed her marriage with the Bavarian . 

Obftit acy After this, the bifhop of Strajburg, who on account of the 
of the bi- emperor’s cxcommunication had refufed to do him homage, 
flr°p of g avc Lewis difturbance, and in fa< 5 t obliged him to accept an 
Strajlurg. accommodation on his own terms, the prelate being ftrongly 

fupported by the duke of Lorrain, the bilhop of Metz, with 
other German princes, and accounted to be in his own perfon 
one of the beft generals in Germany. Lewis, about this time, 
made frelh advances to a reconciliation with the papal lee; 
I'.qc was Benedict the Xllth at all averfe to an agreement; but 

a 
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a new feene now opened in Germany- Edward the Hid 
of England laid claim to the crown of France , then poffeffed 
by Philip of Valois , and each of thofe princes thought it of 
the utmoft importance to their affairs to fecure a ftrong inte- 
reft in Germany. The emperor Lewis Tided with Edward\ 
and made fuch account of his new alliance, that he broke off 
his negociation with the pope, who fupported the French 
king, in whofe territories he (till refided, and he brought Henry\ 
a prince of the houfe of Bavaria , to declare againft Lewis , who 
ftill ftood excommunicated. The kings of Bohemia and No*- 
vane, the duke of Lorrain and the count of Savoy , and at 
laft the king of Bohemia , who was in hopes that the Imperial 
crown would thereby devolve upon his fon Charles of Luxem¬ 
bourg , embraced the fame interefts, and brought the kings of 
Hungary and Poland to join him. The Bohemian , by the af- 
fiftance of thofe confederates, invaded Bavaria , but was de¬ 
feated by the emperor, who had declared Edward of England 
his vicar in the empire; an office to which he added many am¬ 
ple, and fome fovereign, powers. 

Lewis , more and more encouraged by Edward’s friendfbip, Diet of 
^tffembled a diet at Spire , confuting of all the debtors, ex- Spire* 
cepting the king of Bohemia , and made his laft application to 
the pope to have his excommunication taken off. Benedict 
would willingly have complied, had it not been for the French 
king, in whofe power he declared himfelf to be. The diet 
was adjourned to Franckfort , and the pope ftill refufing them 
fatisfa&ion, they eftablifhed an irrevocable law, declaring that 
the perl'on chofen king of the Romans by the majority of the 
electors, was entirely independent of the pope, and that the 
confent, confirmation, or approbation of his holinefs, were 
not in the leaf! neceffary to enable him to execute the laws of 
the empire, or to exercifc the office of emperor. This fpi- 
rited proceeding encouraged Lewis to annul, by his own au¬ 
thority, all that had been done againft him by the holy fee, 
cfpecially as the diet had declared every man to be guilty of 
high treafon, who fhould affirm that the pope had a right to 
depofe the emperor. This famous conftitution was enabled 
at Franckfort on the Sth of Augujl, 1338, and carried into 133S- 
cxecution with lo much vigour by Lewis , that even the bifhop 
of Strajbourg did him homage, notwithftanding his excommu¬ 
nication. This prelate had foon after an opportunity of mani- 
fefting his humanity. The common people of Germany , 
headed by an inn-keeper, one Armledcr , an enthufiaft, pre¬ 
tending to revenge the death of our Saviour, maffacred the 
Jews with fuch inhumanity, that to avoid falling into the 
hands of fuch monfters, they butchered their wives, their chil¬ 
dren, and themfelves, and buried their riches, in which their 
chief crimes confifted. This prelate opened an afylum for the 
furvivors in his dominions, and the enthufiaftic ringleader, who 
pretended likewife to be a prophet, was publick 
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The vicariate which the emperor had beftowed upon Ed¬ 
ward of England , had enabled that prince to engage in his in- 
tereft fifty German princes, whofe territories lay the moft con¬ 
tiguous to thofe of France. The emperor repented of his 
having given Edward the vicariate, and recalled it, that he 
might employ the troops that followed Edward in a frefh ex¬ 
pedition into Italy. The Germans , upon this, abandoned the 
Englijh monarch, and the French king interceded in favour of 
Lewis with the pope, who would have taken off his excom¬ 
munication had it not been for the new expedition that 
Lewis was meditating into Italy. John , king of Bohemia , 
who made fo great a figure in the affairs of Germany and Italy , 
was now old, and had loft his eye-fight, but not his turbu¬ 
lent difpofition. He made his will, and gave his fon Charles , 
Bohemia and Sile/ia ; he bequeathed Moravia to ‘John j and 
Luxembourg , with his French effates, to his fon Wenccjlaus , 
whom he had by one of his wives, who was a princefs of the 
houfe of Bourbon. The emperor, about this time, began to 
be more refpedfed than formerly, and had fo much authority 
that he decided the differences that had arifen concerning 
the crown of Denmark , and placed Waldemar , who was the 
true heir, and who had been educated at his court, upon that 
throne. The public tranquillity of Germany being in fome 
meafure thus re-eftabli filed, Lewis fhewed himfelf worthy the 
high rank he held, by his reforming the manners of the Ger¬ 
mans by his wholefome inftitutions; by his punifhing fraud 
and violence ; but above all by his humanizing (if we may fo 
call it) the princes of his empire, and rendering his own court 
the feat of fplendor, urbanity, and politenefs. 

He was the more enabled to do this, as neceffity and the 
circumftances of his affairs had difabled him from profe- 
cuting his fchemes in Italy, where his party was now ruined. 
Pope Clement the Vlth having fucceeded Benedict, renewed 
all the fulminations of his two predeceflors againft Lewis, 
who, notwithftanding, made advances to him for a reconci¬ 
liation. He could obtain none, unlefs the conftitution of 
Franckfort was revoked, and the empire declared to be in the 
gift of the pontif, was made a preliminary. Many other morti¬ 
fying terms were added, which being laid before the princes of 
the empire, they ftigmatized the whole; and the pope, aided 
by the king of France , after publifhing one of the moft dia¬ 
bolical bulls againft Lewis that pride and enthufiaftn could in- 
fpire, had influence enough to procure an aflembly of the 
German princes in his intereft, who chofe Charles of Luxem¬ 
bourg king of the Romans , and he was crowned at Bonn , the 
city of Cologne refufing to receive him. This revolution ferved 
only to attach the other German princes the more firmly to 
Leivis, efpecially as it was known, that Charles had purchafed 
his new dignity by the moft fhameful conceflions to the pope, 
and that the votes of the princes which he obtained, had 

been bought by exorbitant fums of money. Every day en¬ 
deared 
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(leaped Lewis more and more to his people, and Charles of 
Luxembourg was every where defeated by his troops. 

Lewis , king of Hungary, had by this time conquered 2 Vi?- Affairs of 
pies, to revenge the death of his brother Andrew , who, he Italy. 
pretended, had been aflaffinated by his wife Jane ; and the 
Romans , under one Rienzi , a notary public, had again re- 
fumed their ancient republican form of government. Thofe 
events prevented the pope from fupporting the houfe of Lux¬ 
embourg in Germany ;_but while faction lay thus expiring at the 
feet of Lewis , he died on the nth of OSIober , 1347. The 1347- 
manner of his death is varioufly reported. The common opi- Death, 
nion is, that having received poilon from the widow of Al¬ 
bert of Aujlria , it operated while he was hunting, a diver- 
fion to which he was exceflively addicted, and that he fell 
dead from his horfe. Others fay, what is more probable, 
that he died of a fit of the apoplexy, juft after he had receiv¬ 
ed advice of his fon Lewis , the marquis of Brandenburg, hav¬ 
ing defeated his competitor Charles , the new king of the Ro¬ 
mans, near Tirol. 

The name of LevAs's firft wife is not known, perhaps, be- iffhc and 
caufe (he died without iflue. His fecond wife was Beatrix , 
daughter of Henry , duke of Glogaw ; by whom he had Leiuis , 
marquis of Brandenburg ; Stephen , who was deformed; Bea¬ 
trix , married to Charles king of Hungary ; Anne, wife of 
Mujline Lcfcale^ lord of Verona ; and Mathilda, who efpoufed 
Frederic the fevere, marquis of Mifnia. The emperor’s third 
wife was Margaret , daughter of William the Hid, count of 
Holland , by whom he had William , Albert , Otho , and Lewis ; 

Elizabeth , firft married to John , duke of Low Bavaria , and 
afterwards to TJlric , count of IVirtemberg ; Agnes , a nun ; and 
Anne , wife of Gunther de Schwartzburg , who difputed the 
empire with Charles the IVth, king of Bohemia. 

The hiftory of this prince’s life proves that he was more t « 
fitted for peaceable than turbulent times. He (hewed great C r 3 ^ L er 
weaknefs in carrying his refentment fo far as he did againfe the ° t<lvts ” 
pope while he was in Italy , and his poverty expofed him at 
once to the derifion and refentment of that people. He ap¬ 
pears not to have been fo folicitous as many of his predeceflbrs 
were about aggrandizing his own patrimony *, nor did he, like 
them, live upon the inhabitants of the Imperial cities, from 
one to the other of which they were perpetually moving. He 
lived moftly in Bavaria , and his chief amufements were hunt¬ 
ing, love, and the fpiendor of a court. He was by nature 
and education well qualified for the exercife of arms, but in 
his natural compofition he had fo much pafiion and levity, 
and fo great a propenfity to pleafure of every kind, that he 
was but ill qualified to be an emperor of Germany , efpecially 
a poor one. 1 he ecclefiaftics of thofe days, however, re¬ 
vered him for his piety, and thought that the meaneft utenfii 

bout him, that he ufed to handle, was hallowed. He reigned 
3 years. 
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CHAP. XXXIII. 

Char ns the fourth . 

Accefiion ' , |“ v H I S prince received his education at the court of Charles 
of Charles J. the fair, of France , who changed his name from Wencejlam 
to the Im- to Charles , at the ceremony of his baptifinal confirmation. Be- 
f trial fore he was of age he diftinguifhed himfelf as his father’s lieu- 

throne. tenant in Italy; but' upon his victorious return from that 

country to Germany , his father gave him the marquifate of 
Moravia , being jealous, as was thought, of his adting longer 
in a military capacity, and willing that he fliould be employ¬ 
ed in civil concerns of his own. His father, however, found 
it neceflary to employ him, which he did with great fuccefs 
in reducing the feudatories to the crown of Bohemia, in his wars 
with the Aujlrians, the LithuaniaJis , and the Venetians . Upon 
the death of his father, who was killed at the battle of Creffy, he 
was, with the unanimous confent of the Bohemians , raifed to 
their throne, and we have already feen by what means he 
was chofen king of the Romans . He had been very fcllicitouS 
in repairing the checks he met with after he was raifed to 
that dignity, and was marching again ft Bavaria at the head 
of an army, when he heard of the emperor’s death. On this 
occafion it is faid that he returned thanks to God for having 
prevented him from fpilling Chriftian blood, by taking ven¬ 
geance of his enemies. 

His diffi- He then made a circuit through the Imperial cities of the 
cuities. Rhine , and is faid to have been received as emperor by 26 of 

them. He was, however, obliged to put up with many in- 
fults in fome cities, where he had formerly lived, even to his 
being arrefted at Worms by a butcher for a debt. The magi- 
ftrates of Nuremhourg received him, but the citizens expelled 
him. Notwithftandmg this, he was in general acknowledged 
as emperor by the inhabitants of thofe cities, and he adfed as 
fuch without any farther recognition. But this was far 
from giving him a right to the empire, and he retired to 
Bohemia to lee what turn affairs would take. The great prin¬ 
ces of the empire were far from being difpofed in his favour. 
The archbifhop of Mentz, the count Palatine, the marquis of 
Brandenburg, and the duke of Saxony, met at Loe/lcin (fome 
The em- fay at Cologne) where they chofe for emperor Edward, king of 
fire offer- England , then by far the molt powerful and renowned prince 
ed to Ed ^ in Europe \ and they fent two counts and two civilians to no- 
•vL-ard of tify to him that he had been unanimoufly elected. This ex- 
Eujrland\ travagant propofal was not at all difreliflied at firft by Ed¬ 
ward, becaufe it flattered his ambition. He was then in 
the career of his victories in France, and to have united three 
powerful empires in his perfon, England, France , and Ger¬ 
many, opened his way to univerfal dominion. He fent the 

carl 
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earl Of Nortfwnpton to examine into the ftate of Germany , 
while the ambafiadors remained at London . In the meanwhile, 
his wife Philippa remonftrated to him the folly and madnefs 
of his accepting the empire, as it muft embroil him with the 
pope, lofe him all the advantages he had gained in France , ex- 
pofc hitn to perpetual contefts with the Bohemian party, and, 
perhaps, even (hake the allegiance of his Englijl? fubjebts. The 
return and report of the earl of Northampton determined him, 
and he declined the offer, but with the molt polite exprefiions 

of gratitude towards the electors. 

Edward ’s refufal being notified in Germany, the fame elec- who re- 
tors proceeded to a new nomination, and their choice fell upon fufes it. 
Frederic , marquis of Mifnia , or, as he is called, landgrave of 
Thuringia ; (the many titles under which one prince then 
went in Germany , occafions an inexpreffible confufion in its 
hiftory) but Frederic refufed the dignity, on account of his 
bodily infirmities : fome fay that Charles bought him off for 
10,000 marks of filver. It is not likely that a prince, who 
had but a few days before been arrefted for a butcher’s bill, 
could raife that money ; but thofe fabls, if true, convey ftrange 
ideas of the wealth of Gennan princes in thofe days. Bobe- 
hemia and its dependencies, formed a great and flourifhing 
kingdom : can that happen without the affiftance of money ? 
or, did all the current fpecie of Germany at that time centre in 
the alfociated trading cities ? while her princes, who were above 
prabtifing commerce, were contented to receive their incomes 
in military fervices, cattle, and the fruits of the earth, and had 
juft as much ready money as provided them with arms, fplen- 
did furniture, and apparel. Frederic giving thus up his claim, 
the electors chofe Gunther , count of Schwartzenberg , a Thu- Gunthet 
ringian nobleman, merely on account of his virtue and valour, chofen 
and he accepted the offer. The city of Franckfort refufed to emperor* 
receive him, becaufe he had not been unanimoufiy elebted,. 
and becaufe he had not remained fix weeks before the city. 

Gunther , and the debtors, raifed an army, and after a fiege of 
two months, compelled the citizens to receive him. Gunthef 
is faid to have been poifoned by Fredank his phyfician, whom is porfon* 
he forced to fwallow fome of the potion before he tafted it. ed. 
Fredank died in three days, but Gunther lived for fome tveeks 
by the help of emetics. This ftory is big with improbabilities. 

Excefltve drinking, the German vice, often kills as fure as poi- 
fon ; and the time of Guniher’s fhort reign, was, no doubt, a 
feafon of feftivity. 

Be that as it will, it is ceitain that he laboured under infirmi- Charles e- 
ties which difqualified him for government; and that upon ihiblifhed 
Charles’s promiiing him 22,000 marks of filver, he refigned to eiU pa-or* 
him his pretentions, and at his death, Charles paid his debt 
by giving him an honourable interment. The truth is, the 
German princes of thofe days were venal to the laft degree, 
and were bought off, one- by one, from Gunther , by the con- 
ceflxons Charles made them, Charles , being recognised as em- 

Vot. IX,. D per or. 
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peror, gave the inveftiture of Brandenburgh to Lewis of Ba¬ 
varia. He difenfranchifed Franckfort for having received 
Gunther , and like a true needy German prince, obliged the in¬ 
habitants to repurchafe their privileges with 20,000 marks of 
filver. At the coronation of himfelf and his emprefs at Aix- 
la-Chapelle, he gave the Imperial fceptre to be carried by the 
marquis of Brandenburgh , in preference to the marquis of Ju- 
Hers , who had been one of the ambaffadors who offered the 
empire to Edward of England. 

Perfecuti- A dreadful plague at that time defolating all the empire and 

on of the other parts of Chriflendom , the people attributed the cala- 

Je<ws. mity to the 'Jews , who, they faid, had poifoned the foun¬ 
tains. They were encouraged in this ridiculous belief by 
their bifhops and princes, who owed vaft fums to that mife- 
rable race, and paid them by the people putting them to death 
in all the various (hapes that inhumanity could invent. A 
butcher headed the infurrection at Strajbourg , ere&ed himfelf 
into the fupreme and only magiftrate, and burnt 2000 Jews 
alive, iffuing an edi<Sb that none of the Hebrew race Ihould be 
admitted for a hundred years to come into that city ; but in 
the mean time, he and his followers plundered all their effects. 
The number of Jews who perifhed on this occafion are faid 
to have exceeded 10,000. The perfecution only ended when 
the perfecutors had no more objedts that could gratify their 
avarice ; but the emperor promifed that the debts owing to the 
Jezvs never (hould be reclaimed. He himfelf was at this time 
in a beggarly (ituation, through the lavilh promifes he had 
made to thofe who affifted him to mount the Imperial throne. 
The money that had been paid in by the Jeivs for prote&ing 
their milerable remains, was foon exhaufted, and he laid a 
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tax upon water carriage, which Strajbourg and the other free 
towns refufing to pay, he was obliged to give it up to prevent 
an univerfal infurredlion. He was more fuccefsful in railing 
money by felling and mortgaging the domains of the em¬ 
pire to all who could purchafe them, and the towns of Alface 
having bought the privilege of being unalienably united with 
the Imperial domain, he eftabliflied a grand bailiwic in that 
province, and mortgaged the office to the count palatine of 
the Rhine for 50,000 florins. 

About this time, a fet of enthuflalls, who, from difeiplining 
their own bodies, were called Flagellants , broke out, or rather 
revived, in Germany. They abjured the company of women, 
and their numbers growing to fome thoufands, they traverfed 
the empire, fcourging themfelves and praftifing a thoufand 
aufterities wherever they came. At laft they became fo nu¬ 
merous and fo formidable, that the cities and princes of Ger¬ 
many united againll receiving them into their territories, and 
they dwindled to nothing. We have already mentioned how 
Volmar , elector and marquis of Brandenburgh , went to the 
Holy Land , where he actually died, and how his dominions 
were given to Lewis of Bavaria. An impoftor, called Mul- 
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ler Meinchn , who had been groom to the marquis, now flatt¬ 
ed up ; and having the advantage of a refemblance in perfon, 
and perfectly imitating all his peculiarities, he pretended’ to 
be the real Volmar returned from the Holy Land. He was be¬ 
friended by the dukes of Saxony and Mecklenburgh , the prince 
of Anhalt , and all the enemies of the houfe of Bavaria , who 
agreed to oblige Lewis to reftore him his electorate. Lewis 
was fupported by his brother-in-law the king of Denmark* 
who equipped a fleet, and ravaged the eflates of Mecklenburgh , 
and all the northern provinces of Germany were for fome time 
in a terrible combuftion, which ceafed through the media¬ 
tion of the king of Sweden , and the impoftor disappeared. 

Even the emperor himfelf ifl'ued a decree in favour of the 
groom, but he afterwards difavowed it in a diet held at Spren - 
berg. 

Charles held his court in his capital of Bohemia, of which Chariest e*» 
kingdom he was the legislator, having founded its famous fides in 
univerfity, and given orders for the learned men of his domi- Bohemia * 
nions to compile a body of laws for their government. The 
emprefs dowager, who, as we have already mentioned, was 
the heirefs of Holland , Hainault , and other countries, was 
then at war with her fon William , who claimed her inheri¬ 
tance, and whom flhe defeated by means of the auxiliaries {he 
received from the emperor. She was, however, defeated in 
her turn, and obliged to take refuge in England, , and Edward 
obliged her fon to put her in poifeflion of Hainault , while 
he kept Holland , Zealand, and Friefland . It is inconceivable, 
notwithftanding the many difgraces and loftes which the em¬ 
perors of Germany had fuftained in Italy, and the repeated 
proofs they received that the Italians were conftant in no prin¬ 
ciple but that of intereft, that Charles fhould dream, at this 
time, of reviving the Imperial claims in that country; but he 
was encouraged to this by the {late of it in 1351. Italy 1351. 
was then torn in pieces by numbers of petty tyrants, all of 
them pretending to be independent, both of the emperor and 
the pope. Of thofe, John Vifconti, archbilhop of Milan , 
was the moft formidable. He had feized the city of Bologna , 
and difregarded all the excommunications thundered out againft 
himfelf and his family on that account. Charles informed the 
pope that he was ready to march with an army into Italy to 
chaftize Vifconti s rebellion ; but this efteded a reconciliation 
between Vifconti and his holinefs, who dreaded fuch a vifit. 
Notwithftanding this, Charles continued his preparations, 
which for fome time were delayed by the troubles which broke 
out between the duke of Avflria and the inhabitants of Zu¬ 
rich, who had made the count of Hapfpurg a prifoner, expel¬ 
led their magiftrates, and entered into the Helvetic con¬ 
federacy. Matters were at laft compromifed, but the differ¬ 
ences foon breaking out again, Albert , duke of Aufiria, ap¬ 
plied to the emperor, who fought in vain to perluade the 
people of Zurich to l'ubmit again to the Aiijlrians. Charles , 
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by the acceffion of the canton of Lucerne , and were prepared 
to fight him, when a difpute happening between the duke of 
Jujlria and the bifhop of Conjiance , juft as the armies were 
about to join, obliged Charles to retreat, and to leave thofe 
brave republicans in poffeflion of their rocks and their liber¬ 
ties. 

Innocent the Vlth was then upon the papal throne, and ap¬ 
peared to be in a very good underftanding with Charles , whofe 
cares were now wholly employed in reftoring the tranquillity 
of Germany , fo as that it might not be broken into during his 
abfence in Italy. For this purpofe, he made up all the differ¬ 
ences in the interior parts of the empire. He gave the Lufa~ 
tians the fame privileges with the Bohetniatis ; he confirmed the 
old privileges of the church of Treves ; he renewed his alli¬ 
ance with the houfe of Bavaria ; and Lewis of Brandenburgh 
at laft delivered up to him the Imperial regalia. He next 
appointed his father-in-law, the count Palatine , vicar of the 
empire ; and upon Epiphany day, 1355, he was crowned king 
of Lombardy at Milan , and on Eajler day he and his 

rial crowns at Rome. Even at that 


em- 


Imp 


king of time, the Roman citizens would willingly have fubmitted to 
Lomburdy the emperor rather than the pope ; but Charles had not cou¬ 
rage enough to break with his holinefs, and he confirmed /«- 
nocent in all his arrogant claims. This rendered him fo con¬ 
temptible in the fight of the Italians , that they not only in- 
fulted his perfon, but mafTacred his attendants, efpecially after 
it was publickly known that he had renounced to the pope all 
jurifdidtion in Rotne. Not contented with this, though he was 
affronted by every petty ftate and city through which he paf- 
Falts into fed, whether the inhabitants were Guelphs or Gibelins , yet he 
contempt, lent a body of troops to the pope to reduce his own party, 

whom he accufed of contumacy to the holy fee. 

When Charles returned to Germany , he found the northern 
parts of it involved in war, which his prefence, in fome mea- 
fure, quieted ; but he was now called upon to a far more ar¬ 
duous talk. The right of electing an emperor was yet unde¬ 
termined, and it was neceffary to fix it. This brings on one of 
the moft important periods in the Gei’man hiftory. In the year 
1 ~ -6, 11^6, Charles convoked a diet of the empire at Nuremberg , in 

The fa- which all the branches of the Bavarian family were excluded 
mous diet from the right of electing an emperor, excepting the count 
of Ntircm - Palatine. This arrangement meeting with lefs oppofition than 
berg. could have been reafonably expedied, the princes of the diet 

proceeded to farther regulations, and by degrees the golden 
bull, which is the fundamental law of the empire, was form¬ 
ed for fettling the right and number of the eledtors, their 
functions and privileges, and whatever belongs to the due go- 
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thirty articles, twenty-three of which were then publilhed at 

Nuremberg in prefence of the emperor fitting on his throne, 
and cloathed in his regalia, and feven more were added at 
Metz-, with equal formality. Not to leave the fmalleft ground 
to difpute this fundamental conftitution of the empire, (for fo 
it was) the emperor prepared a feftival, in which the electors 
were to officiate in the feveral capacities which gave them 
a right to chufe an emperor. The three ecclefiaftical elec¬ 
tors of Metz , Treves , and Cologne , appeared on horfeback as 
chancellors of the empire, each with a letter in his right hand 
and a feal depending from his neck. Wencejlaus , duke of 
Saxony , carried in his right hand a filver peck, full of oats, 
and as archmarfhal of the empire regulated the places and pre¬ 
cedencies of the other electors. The marquis of Branden - 
burgh prefented the emperor and emprefs with water in a ewer 
and bafon of gold. The count Palatine ferved up the vidtuals 
in plates of the fame metal; and the king of Bohemia as chief 
butler prefented wine in a golden cup to his Imperial majefty. 

During this ceremony, which was performed in the market 
place of Metz , the emperor’s table was three feet higher than 
that of the emprefs, and her’s was three feet higher than thofe 
of the electors. The marquis of Mifnia and the count of 
Scbwartzenburg officiated as great huntfmen of the empire, and 
killed a bear and a flag in the emperor’s prefence. 

As to the golden bull itfelf, it is fo called from a little gold- An ae- 
en box containing the feal of it; and ever fince the time we count of 
treat of, it has been efteemed as facred in the Imperial con- thegolden 
ftitutions. It was compofed by Bartolus the civilian, and is bull, 
preceded, as well as concluded, by verfes, which mark the 
pedantry of the age. Seven mortal fins, feven gifts of the 
Holy Ghoft, and the feven branches of the myftical can- 
dleftick are typical of the feven electors. The chief princi¬ 
ple of this inftitution confifts in the indivifibility of the right 
of eledting, which is rendered hereditary in the perfon of the 
eldeft fon in the male line. In the 7th article, the emperor 
acquires a right to the vacancies of eledtoral principalities, 
by which we are to underftand, that when an electoral prin¬ 
cipality becomes extindt or forfeited, the emperor may fill it 
up as he pleafes. By the original bull, no appeal was admit¬ 
ted to the Imperial chamber from the king of Bohemia , but this 
prerogative has been extended to other eledtors. 

The golden bull, which, fince its firft inftitution, has War with 
proved fo falutary to the empire, did not give at firft univer- JiJIria. 
fal fatisfadtion. The houfe of Auftria , and the younger 
branches of that of Bavaria thought themfelves injured by 
it, and confederated to annul it; but the emperor was fo well 
fupported in maintaining it, that he forced them to renounce 
their alliance. Some of the cities likewife (particularly that of 
Strafbourg) complained of their privileges being abridged, as 
the golden bull debarred them from giving the freedom of their 
city to aliens. Scarcely was this great inftitution confirmed, 
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when Germany was overrun by robbers. This aera is lels at¬ 
tended to in hiftory than it ought to be. It produced great 
events in Europe , though few in the countries where it took 
its rife, from the following occafion. The war between Edward 
the Hid of England^ and the French king, had employed moll of 
the troops in Europe , and when peace fucceeded, the only re- 
fource of the difbanded foldiers was rapine. They formed un¬ 
der feveral heads, and being, by the emperor, driven out of 
Germany , they marched to Italy, where their prefence and va¬ 
lour, as we fliall have occafion to obferve, created vaft revo¬ 
lutions. The empire getting rid of thofe pefts, Charles ap¬ 
plied himfelf to accumulate riches, and to enlarge the boun¬ 
daries of his hereditary dominions. For that purpofe he in¬ 
corporated the provinces of Silefia and Lufatia , with his king-*- 
dom of Bohemia. This produced a war between him and the 
duke of Aujlria , whofe generals and fervants are laid to have 
betrayed him, and who was fuperior to Charles in the field. 
When the traitors came to demand their reward from the em¬ 
peror, he drove them from his prefence, and threatened to 
give them up to their mafter. Stretching his Imperial power 
to the utmoft, he fold new privileges to fome cities, and en- 
creafed thofe of others. In fhort, he had not a prerogative 
that was not venal, and from which he did not raife money. 

Notwithftanding thofe failings, Charles had many excellent 
virtues. He was the patron of literature, being himfelf a man 
of learning. His adminiftration of juttice was exemplary, and 
he reprefled the ridiculous pride and oflentation of the clergy, 
Inftead of ruining himfelf by hunting after the Imperial domi¬ 
nions in Italy , he fold them to the beft bidders, without en¬ 
deavouring to recover them from the Venetians ,who had laid hold 
of Padua , Verona and Vicenza . About the year 1359, the Ger¬ 
man univerfities began to hold up their heads againft the pope ; 
and Charles demanded of Clement the Vlth that he fhould for¬ 


bear to ftile the empire a fief of the holy fee, or the emperors 
its vaflals. The pope, inftead of defifting, inftituted new 
claims, and lent a bifbop into Germany to demand a tenth of 
all the ecclefiaftical revenues for the ufe of his holinefs, and 
intimated to the emperor, that the vafialage of the empire to 
the pope was become a fundamental law of the church. Charles 
did not chufe to embroil himfelf, and called a diet at Mentz, 
where the members flatly refufed to comply with the pope’s 
demands. He durft not, however, carry his differences with 
Innocent the Vlth, then pope, any farther, and inftead of fol¬ 
lowing out his plan for reforming the clergy, he publifhed 
what is called the Caroline bull, by which he retradted all that 
had been done againft them, fofar as interfered with the pope’s 
authority over them. Italy , on the one hand, and the north- 
The north ern parts of Germany on the other, were at this time harrafled 
of Ger - by war. The duke of Slefwic , and the counts of Holjlein , fup- 
many in ported, the Jutlanders againft Waldemar , king of Denmark, 
arms. who was at laft obliged to fubmit, Waldemar then fell upon 

the 
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the commerce of the Hanfe towns, which the emperor refufed 
to proteCt. Thus abandoned, they leagued themfelves with 
the king of Norway , and the duke of Mecklenbur t gh , and car¬ 
rying the war to the gates of Copenhagen, they obliged the 
Danijh monarch to indemnify them for all their lofles. 

The fmall revenues arifing from the Imperial dignity, ren- Charles 
dered Charles little folicitous about becoming popular in Ger- aggran- 
many. Being paflionately fond of his own dominions, he ren- dizes Bo - 
dered Bohemia rich and flourifhing by refiding there, and fpend- hernia. 
ing all his money with his hereditary fubjeCts, whofe trade and 
manufactures he improved. His court was magnificent and 
luxurious, and the emprefs being delivered of a fon in the 
year 1361, the rejoicings made on that occafion, exceeded 
any of the like kind that had been feen in Germany for many 
years. Charles , at the fame time, {till continued to heap up 
money, by difpofing of the Imperial privileges and immunities 
to any man or body of men who could purchafe them. The 
German princes remonftrated to him upon his manner of be¬ 
having, and put him in mind of his duty 5 but all the anfwer 
he gave them, was, that he was by no means difpofed to 
maintain an emperor of Germany upon the revenues of Bohe- 
mia. His venality in adding Alfac' to the bifhopric of Straf- 
hotirg , occafioned a war between that prelate and the inha¬ 
bitants of Haguenau ; but'the difference was accommodated 
by the interpofition of the margrave of Magdciourg. Lewis , 
duke of Bavaria , dying about this time, he was fucceeded 
by his fon, an infant, who dying foon after, his wife Mar¬ 
garet^ who was the heirefs of Carinthia , made a cefiion of 
her fortune to the duke of Aujlria , in prejudice of Stephen , 
brother to Lewis. This produced a war between the two 
houfes; but by the intercefiion of the pope, they concluded a 
truce for three years. The emperor continued {fill to pafs 
his time in pleafure and tranquillity in Bohemia , and refufed to 
interfere in the affairs of Peter de Lufignan , king of Cyprus, 
who was in great diftrefs, and was earneftly recommended to 
Charles by the pope. To make fome amends for this contu¬ 
macy, he aflifted the pope againft Barnabo Vifconti fo effec¬ 
tually in Italy , that he obliged him to fubmit to the holy 
fee. 

About the year 1364, Charles had a flhort quarrel with Lewis, 1364. 
king of Hungary , on account of fome difrefpeCtful words the lie quar- 
former had fpoken of the latter’s mother; but it was accom- rels with 
modated by pope Urban, who was paflionately fond of pre- thekingof 
ferving peace among all the princes of Europe, that they might Hungary , 
the more effectually afiift the king of Cyprus. Charles , at this 
time, married the duke of Pomerania's daughter at Cracow, 
where the magnificence of their nuptials could only be equalled 
by the fplendor of her reception at Prague. He {till conti¬ 
nued to profecute fchemes for the benefit of learning ; and his 
projects for adorning and aggrandizing his capital, even to the 

joining the Danube to the Moldau at Prague , were truly ftu- 
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pendous, but impra&icable, at leaft to a prince of his power. 
A frefh inroad of the freebooters we have already mentioned, 
called ]\Aalandriti s , roufed Charles in 1365 from the indolence 
he had fo long indulged. They were commanded by one^r- 
nold de Car nolle, called the high prieft, and did incredible mif- 
chief in Lorrain and Alface . Charles marched againft them at 
the head of an army, and drove them into Burgundy, where, 
and in other parts of Europe , they continued their ravages, 
till Arnold was aflaflinated by his followers, who difperfed of 
themfelves. The emperor now liftened to the advice of the 
princes of the empire, becaufe it fell in with his own avarice, 
by refuming the rights of the empire in Italy. Propofing to 
do this, he formed a project of a confederacy with pope Ur¬ 
ban the Vth, and actually had a conference with that pontif 
at Avignon. The interview was very cordial; Charles was 
crowned at Arles , and a treaty was concluded between him 
and his holinefs, and fomc of the Italian princes, for the re¬ 
covery of their refpe&ive dominions that had been feized up'n 
by ufurpers. The pope would gladly have laid hol'l of that 
opportunity to have engaged Charles in the intereft of Lufignan, 
but he excufed himfelf; and the aflembly feparated without 
coming to any precife refolution, either on that fubjedf, or 
that of the banditti. As to the Italian treaty, it had no effect 
till three years after; but all the pope’s importunities could 
not prevail with Charles to march an army againft the Vifconti , 
who ftill continued to harrafs the holy fee. 

Charles , the better to preferve his own tranquillity, endea¬ 
voured to maintain that of the empire. The truce between 
Auftria and Bavaria was now elapfed, and their armies were 
again in the field ; but Waldemar , king of Denmark , being 
fent by Charles to both competitors, prevailed with them to 
renew the truce. Soon after, the houfe of Auftria acquired the 
important city and territory of Friberg , by the ceflion of one 
of its counts or avoyers, in confideration of 12,000 florins. 
The houfe of Vifconti , in the mean time, made fo rapid a pro- 
grefs, that it threatened the conqueft of all Italy, and the em¬ 
peror, in the year 1368, at lair eroded th & Alps, at the head of 
a noble army. He was attended by the duke of Auftria, who 
was equally jealous of the Vifcoritis, or the ducal houfe of 
Milan. They took Verona and Vicen&a, but by the mediation 
of Stephen, duke of Bavaria, a treaty was concluded between 
them and the Vifcontis, who paid a fum of money to the con¬ 
federates. This treaty left Charles at liberty to raife vaft fums 
from the Imperial towns in Italy, who had Tided with the Vif¬ 
conti s, and whom he threatened to deprive of all the privileges 
granted them by his predeceflors, if they did not re-purchafe 
them with money. Charles next paid a vifit to Rome, where he 
held the pope’s itirrup, and led his horfe at the ceremony of 
the coronation of his emprefs. After this he fpent fome 
tponths in Tufcany. In this expedition, he carried with him a 
traip of artillery. The Germans boaft of being the hr ft who 

invented 
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invented gunpowder, but nothing can be more certain, than Origin of 
that it had been known many ages before to the Chinefe, as gunpow- 
well as the ufe of great guns ; and it probably was imported tier, 
into Europe by fome of the Europeans who lerved in the ar¬ 
mies of Jenghiz Khan. 

Upon the return of Charles to Germany , he held a diet at A diet and 
Franckfort , where he pafied an ordinance to pacify the diflen- regulation 
tions then raging among the princes of the empire. The trou- G f the ern- 
bles of Italy were now renewed, and the pope applied to the pj re> 
king of Hungary for afliftance. The emperor was jealous of 
that prince, and not only refufed him permiflion to pafs the 
Alps, but obliged his holinefs to conclude an accommodation 
with the Vifconti. In 1370, Charles received into his protec- 13-0. 
tion JValdemar , king of Denmark , who had been expelled his ' 
dominions by the king of Sweden and the counts of Hol/lein ; 
but all that Charles did for his reftoration, was to give him re¬ 
commendatory letters to the marquis of Mifnia , and the 
duke of Stctin. Waldcmar was equally unfortunate in his ap¬ 
plication to the new pope, Gregory the Xlth. He was after¬ 
wards reftored by the afliftance of his hereditary fubjedts the 
Mecklenburghers. A war about this time broke out between 
JVenceJlaus, duke of Luxembourg and Brabant , and the duke of 
Jailers , in which the former was defeated and taken prifoner. 

Charles was then indulging his natural paflion for pleafure 
and letters in Prague ; but on this occafion he raifed a formi¬ 
dable army to march againft the duke of Jailers. The eccle- 
fiaftical electors, and fome princes of the empire, had their 
reafons for not wilhing to fee Charles too formidable in that 
quarter. They interpofed with him, and the duke, after 
fetting JVenceJlaus and his other prifoners at liberty without 
ranfom, appeared in perfon, and afked pardon on his knees of 
the emperor, who raifed him up and forgave him. Charles , 
who had great civil talents, finding that the commotions in 
the empire ftill continued, called a diet of the empire at Nu¬ 
remberg. He there publiftied an edi£t, called the regulation 
of fixty days, which was the term ordered to every German 
prince or nobleman to abftain from hoftilities after receiving 
an injury or infult from any of his neighbours, during which 
time he was to apply for the legal methods of redrefs. This 
edi< 5 t was attended with excellent effects. 

Charles , retiring again into Prague,gzve up all further JVenceJlaus 
thoughts of Italy , and rather than break in upon his pleafures, chofen 
he impolitically refufed to march with an army into Hungary , king of 
where the Turks were making a moft formidable progrefs. the Ro- 
Though the life of pomp and magnificence which Charles mans. 
led, had coft him immenfe fums, yet he referved money fuf- 
ficient to fecure the Imperial crown to his family, by paying 
100,000 crowns to each of the electors, who chofe his fon 
JVenceJlaus , a boy of no more than 15 years of age, king of 
the Romans ; and he was accordingly crowned at Aix la Cha¬ 
ff lie, This important point being fecured, he fold to feveral 
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princes of the empire the remaining Imperial towns and tolls 
he was Hill poflefled of, which, among the common people, 
gave rife to the proverb, That he had plucked the eagle. Charles, 
upon his return to Prague , received a letter from the pope, de- 
firing him to mediate a peace between France and England, in 
1377. He pretended to have this matter fo much at heart, 
and to be fo fond of feeing Charles the Vth of France, that he 
fet out for Paris, attended by his fon the king of the Romans. 
Some afiign a more ridiculous motive for this journey, which 
was the performance of a vow he had made to St. Maur, in 
the neighbourhood of Paris, that he might be cured of his 
gout. Others, with more probability, fay, that his true rea- 
ibn was to treat with the French king concerning the difpofal 
of the vicariate of the empire in the old kingdom of Arles, 
which he confirmed to the dauphin. After he entered the con¬ 
fines of France, he was moil magnificently entertained by or¬ 
der of the French monarch, till his arrival at Paris, which he 
entered on horfeback at the right hand of that king. During 
■his refidence in France, a private gentleman, one Erguerent de 
Couci , a dependent of the houfeof Aujlria by the female fide, 
obtained leave of him, to reclaim by amis the inheritance of 
his mother, who was grand daughter to the emperor Albert. 

Dc Couci , notwithftanding the romantic air of his attempt 
to wage war with the molt powerful prince in Germany , 
found friends and followers who embarked in thisfeheme; 
and the king of France furnifhing him with fome companies, 
he ravaged the AuJh ian eftates in SiciJJcrland and Aljhcc ; but 
his army advancing too far in the mountains of Swij/erland , it 
periflied with colei, in fuch numbers, that he was obliged to 
abandon his enterprizc. Charles , in leaving France, paid a 
vifit to JVenee/Jai.s duke of Euxemboiwr, who havine no chil¬ 


dren, left all his eifates to the houfe of Bohemia. Charles then 
returning to Prague, died on the aath of November, 1378, 
having lived fix tv-four, and reigned thirty-one years. He was 
firft married to Blanche, daughter to Charles, count of Valois, 
and then to Agnes, daughter of Rodslph, count Palatine. His 
third wife was Anne, daughter of B-gijlaus , duke of Swenitz, 
and by that marriage he obtained that dulchv, with the county 
of 4 Javarin. His iill.e, by that marriage, was Catherine , who 
was married 19 the duke of Aujlria, and JVneejlaus, who fuc- 
ceedcd him in the empire. He was a fourth time married to 
Elizabeth, daughter to the Pomeranian duke whom we have 
mentioned. His iilue by her was Sigijhund, king of Hungary , 
afterwards emperor; and John, duke of Gcrlitz. His daugh¬ 
ters were Margaret, wife of Lewis, king of Hungary and Bo¬ 
hemia ; Elizabeth, married to John Galcazzo, duke of Milan 
Anne, married to Qtho, duke of Bavaria and margrave of 
Brandenburgh; Margaret, married to 'John the lid, burgrave 
of Nurembe g ; Elizabeth, wife of Albert, duke of Aujlria; 
Margaret , wife of Amadeus, count of Savoy ; Agnes, married 

to 
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to William the ambitious, duke of Aujlria ; and Helena , queen 
of Henry the IVth of England. 

The chara&er which niftorians have given of this emperor and dia¬ 
ls lefs favourable than what he feems to have deferved. His rafter of 
great failing was an attachment to the interefts of his own Charles. 
family, and the kingdom of Bohemia , both which he aggran¬ 
dized at the expence of the empire; but on the other hand 
Germany was indebted to him, befides the golden bull, for 
many excellent laws and edicts, of which fhe reaps the benefit 
at this day. In many cafes he confulted the good of the em¬ 
pire along with his own profit; for fome of the great offices, 
which he fold for money, were.fixed in families, fo as to pre¬ 
vent intrigues and difputes about the difpofal of them, which 
had often difturbed the tranquillity of the empire, not on ac¬ 
count of any revenue they brought in, but of the great privi¬ 
leges annexed to the exercife of them. His love for letters, 
and his encouragement of them, efpecially in his univerfity of 
Prague, has been already mentioned. The frequent charges 
brought againft him for negle&ing the affairs of Italy, receive 
great alleviations from the confideration of the misfortunes that 
attended the emperors who had minded them too much. It 
is allowed on all hands, that he was humane, merciful, polite, 
and magnificent; and though he is accufed of being too indo¬ 
lent, yet we find him upon feveral great occafions exerting him- 
felf in perl'on with vaft vigour and fuccefs. 



CHAP. XXXIV. 

W E NCESLAUS. 

W HEN this prince came to the empire, the great fchifm Schifin 

of the weft, as it is called, was begun. One Prig- in the 
nano, a Neapolitan , had been cholen pope by the Italian car- church, 
dinals, and took the name of Urban the Vlth. The haughti- 
nefs and fiercenefs of his manners difobliged the other car¬ 
dinals fo much, that they left Rome, declared that Prignano 
was chofen while they were under force, and ele&ed Robert , 
the fon of Amadeus the Hid, count of Geneva, who took the 
name of Clement the Vllth, and he eftablilhed the feat of his 
pontificate at Avignon. This fchifm threw all Europe in a 
flame. The emperor, with the kings of Portugal, Hungary , 

Poland, England, Bohemia, Denmark, and Stvcdsn, with the 
ftates of Italy and Flanders, ftuck by Urban. France, Spain, 

Scotland, Savoy, and Joan queen of Naples, declared for 
Clement ; and the difpute between thofe two worthlefs compe¬ 
titors and their abetters was attended, for above thirty years, 
with the effufion of the beft blood of Chriflendom. 

Wencejlaus was but feventeen years of age when he mounted Acce^on 
the Imperial throne. His father had given him Bohemia be- of Wen-. 

fides, cejlaus. 
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fides, as he did Brandenburgh to Sigifmund, and Lufatia , with 
the two Silefias, to his third Ton John. Wencejlaus , upon his 
accefllon, declared himfelf for Vrban the Vlth, in a diet 
which he held at Franckfort; and the plague raging in Bo¬ 
hemia^ he lived for fome time at Aix la Chapelle , where he gave 
moft inaufpicious proofs of his future reign and worthlefs dif- 
pofition. Frefh fwarms of freebooters now invaded the em¬ 
pire, and Wencejlaus, inftead of chaftizing them, confumed 
the great treafures left him by his father in profligacy and de¬ 
bauchery- He imitated, and exceeded, his father, in his ra¬ 
pacious methods of railing money, and gave blank patents, 
iigned and fealed, to thole who could purchafe them, and 
they were at liberty to fill up the vacancies left in them with 
whatever names they pleafed. The confequence was, that all 
Italy inftantly became a feene of rapine, tumult, and confu- 
fion, and in every quarter the powerful opprefled the weak. 
The plague abating in Bohemia , the emperor repaired to 
Prague, where he received a deputation from his electors, de¬ 
firing that he would refide in other parts of the empire. His 
Hisirn- anfwer was, that if they had any bufinefs with him, they 
prudence, mtift come to Bohemia. Upon receiving this anfwer, the 

great princes of the empire confederated together to maintain 
the public tranquillity, which they in fome meafure effected. 
Leopold of Aujlria was at this time engaged in a war with 
the Swifs , and the confederate towns who had withdrawn 
themfelves from his allegiance. But he was defeated, and 
loft his life in the quarrel. This encouraged other towns to join 
in the confederacy, and Germany was loon filled with wars, 
between the inhabitants of confederated cities and the fub- 
jeCts of great princes. In the mean while, Wencejlaus was 
rendering himfelf at once ridiculous and deteftable. Among 
the other cruelties he pradtifed, he ordered his wife’s con- 
feffer to be drowned, becaufe he would not reveal her con- 
felfion. 


Troubles 
of Bohe¬ 
mia. 


The emperor’s brother, Sigifmund. , was then fignalizing 
himfelf in Hungary , and upon the death of Charles Durazzo, 


he mounted that throne. His fuccefs did not appeafe the 


troubles of Bohemia , where Wencejlaus engaged a body of the 


freebooters, whom we have fo often mentioned, to protect 
him from the refentment of his fubje&s, who were in arms 
againft him. A perfecution of the Jews , which happened at 
almoft every period of confufion in Germany , then took place. 
They were burnt at Prague, butchered at Spire , and plun¬ 
dered all over the empire; but, at laft, they found an afy- 
Jum in the territories of the duke of Lithuania , who was in 
love with a young woman of their nation. Several towns in 


Germany, at the fame time, 


took arms againft 


the princes 


whom the late emperor had placed over them, on pretence that 
he had no right to difpofe of their privileges and properties. 
The StraJl)ourghcrs waged war againft the count Palatine, and 
were put to the ban of the empire, but purchafed their peace 

with 
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with a prefent of 30,000 florins paid to the emperor. Bava¬ 
ria was, by a family compact, divided among three of its 
dukes, john^ Stephen and Frederic ; and Wencejlaus proceeding 
from tyranny to a kind of frenzy, ordered the common exe¬ 
cutioner to cut off the heads of the magiftrates of Prague , 
without procefs or trial. This madnefs is faid to have been 
occafioned by poifon, which affected his brain, without de- 
ftroying his life; and it proceeded fo far, that he made the 
executioner his intimate companion. In one of his compota- Frenzy of 
tions with this man, he was curious to know the flate of the Wentef- 
human mind immediately before death ; and to make the ex- 
periment in his own perfon, he blind-folded himfelf, and 
falling upon his knees, ttretched forth his neck to have his 
head cut off by the hand of his friend. The executioner 
ftruck him with the flat of his fword, and the emperor or¬ 
dering him to be blinded in his turn, ftruck off his head with 
the fame fword. At another time, he is faid to have ordered 
his cook to be roafted alive. All thefe, and other frantic a&s, 
this emperor was guilty of, may, without recourfe to poifon, 
be attributed to the effedls of dr unken nefs, to which it is 
univerfally allowed he was immoderately addi&ed. 

His brother Sigijmund , king of Hungary , as well as his fub- who is 
je&s of Bohemia , confidering him as a mad-man, confined confined, 
him. Obtaining leave to bathe himfelf, attended by a female 
keeper, both of them, being naked, they got hold of a boat, 
into which they threw themfelves, and reached a fort- 
refs, where they were received. His fubje£ts miftook fome 
lucid intervals, which he difeovered after this adventure, for 
the cure of his mind, and fuffered him to remount the throne ; 
but his extravagancies returning, the Bohemians invited Sigif- 
mund into their country with an army, and declared him re¬ 
gent of the kingdom. Wencejlaus was once more fhut up in 
prifon, but his prefence in Bohemia ftirring up daily difturb- 
ances, the cuftody of his perfon was committed to Alberts 
duke of Atjlria , who confined him in one of the towers of 
Vienna. Obferving, from the window of his prifon, that a fifh- but ef- 
erman, one Grundler , daily vifited the other prifoners, he capes, 
found means to engage him in his intereft. Grundler furnifhed 
him with a filken cord, by which he defeended from the win¬ 
dow of his prifon, and efcaping acrofs the Danube , he reached 
Prague , and by the afliftauce of a powerful fatSlion of the no¬ 
bility, he refumed the government, profctTmg great abhor¬ 
rence of his paft mifdeeds. About the year 1397, upon the 1397- 
death of Clement the Vllth, his party chofe Benedict the XIIltK 
into the papacy, in oppofition to Boniface^ who was then pope 
at Ro?ne . A diet was held at Franckfort , where the princes 
of the empire, being feconded by the deputies of the French 
king, agreed to fend commiffioners to both popes, toperfuade 
them to abdicate the papacy, and to wait the refult of a re¬ 
gular election ; but this propofal was evaded by. Boniface. 

A mefi'enger was then fent from JFencetlaus, and the French 

king. 
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king, who had conferred together at Rheims , to Boniface , re. 
peating the propofal, and he agreed to it, provided his com¬ 
petitor fhould confent to abdicate the papacy likewife; but 
Benedict rejected the terms, upon which the French befieged 
him in Avignon , where he was made prifoner, and kept in 
confinement five years. 

Wencefaus feems, about this time, to have recovered fome 
the north, degree of fanity. He ennobled and enriched his deliverer, 

Grundler , and his family, and was chofen umpire to terminate 
the war that had been for fome time carried on between the 
knights of the Teutonic order, and Margaret queen of Den- 
mark , Sivcden and Norway , commonly called the Semiramis of 
the north. Their difpute was concerning the ifland of Goth¬ 
land^ which Wencefaus awarded to be delivered up to the 
queen upon her indemnifying the knights with a fum of mo- 
Marriage ney. About this time Wencefaus married Sophia , daughter 
of Wen- of Stephen , duke of Bavaria ; but becoming, if pollible, more 
tefaus , extravagant than ever, he renewed his practices of extortion, 

and fold to Galeazzo , of Milan , the direct fovereignty of that 
noble country, with the title of duke, without confent of 
the princes of the empire; who refented this proceeding fo 
much, that in two feveral diets, held by their own autho¬ 
rity at Franckfort and Mentz , where they fummoned Wen¬ 
cefaus to prefide, they refolved, all other expedients failing, 
to force him to abdicate the empire, and to chufe a new em¬ 
peror. The leaders in this diet were, the archbifhops of Mentz y 
Cologne , and Treves , the count palatine of the Rhine , and the 
duke of Saxony. They proceeded with great regularity in de- 
pofing the emperor, and the fentence of his depofition, be- 


rs 


who 

depofed. Tides the malverfations we have already mentioned, charged 

him with having fold Genoa y and its territory, to the French y 
and with murdering a number of prelates, priefts, and per- 
fons of diftineftion ; with having made a league in favour of 
the Tartars againft the Teutonic order ; and with having de- 
ftroyed the univerfity of Prague^ which had been founded by 
his father. 

The duke The princes then proceeded to the choice of a new emperor, 
of Bruvf- and it fell upon Frederic , duke of Brunfwic and Lunenburg ; 
. w ic cho- but he was murdered by the count of Waldec , as he went to 
fen in his receive the Imperial crown. Upon this they chofe Robert , 

count Palatine , in his place. Wencefaus , before this, had done 
all he could to allay the ftorm that threatened him. He had 
yielded to the houfe of Bavaria all their claims upon the higher 
Palatinate , and the towns which his father had feized ; but he 
was now fo much hated and defpifed, that all Germany confe¬ 
derated againft him, and approved of his depofition; the a<ft 
which bears date the zoth of Auguf y in the morning, 1399 


room, is 
murdered. 


1399 


Wencefaus , on receiving the news of his depofition, behaved 
with an infenfibility, which in another prince would have been 
termed philofophy. We are glad y faid he, to be eafed of the 

empire , 
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empire, that we may have the more leifure to attend the affaire 
of our kingdom. 

The truth is, there is fomething extremely myfterious in R e fl e £H- 
this depofition, and it is hard to account for the reafons why ons on t h e 
the princes of the empire bore with him fo long as they did, depofition 
if he was fuch a monfter as he is reprefented to have been. 0 f fj/ en _ 
Perhaps they were willing that he Ihould remain in Bohemia , (e fiaus, 
and pra&ife his extravagancies there, that they might be more 
at liberty to tyrannize over their inferiors in Germany. As to 
his capital crime, that of having fold the dukedom of Milan , 
we find no lav/ of the empire that could reftrain him. After 
his depofition, he reigned nineteen years in Bohemia with to¬ 
lerable moderation; and it is faid that he was indulgent to 
the progrefs of the reformation preached up by John Hufs 9 
profefl'or of theology in the univeruty of Prague , who was the 
convert of the Engiijh {VickIff the forerunner of the re¬ 
formation. He was twice married, firft to Jane , daughter to 
the duke of Bavaria , and next to Sophia , daughter to Stephen , 
another duke with the fame title. He died without male iflue ; 
but, it is faid, he had a daughter, Euphemia , who was the wife 
of U/adiJlaus , king of Poland. 


CHAP. XXXV. 

Robe r t, Count Palatine of the Rhine. 

4 

T HIS prince is reckoned the 36th emperor of Germany , 

becaufe of the intervention of the duke of Brunf- r - es Q f ^ 
wic, who had been ele&ed, but not crowned. Though Ro- em 
bert, by fome called Rupert , had been regularly chofen, and ^ e ^ er/ on 
confecrated, yet he was obliged to lay the city of Jlix-la-Cba- ^ acce f_ 
pelle under the ban of the empiie, and to appear before it with f wn 
an army, the dread of which forced the inhabitants to open 
their gates to receive him. The real'on they gave for their op- 
poling him, was, that JVenccfans , to whom they had fworn 
allegiance, was Hill alive. Other cities of Germany were under 
the like fcruples, but the inhabitants of Nuremberg bought off 
their allegiance to that prince, by fending him a pipe of ex¬ 
cellent wine. It appears, however, as if Wcncejlau < had now 
returned to a fane ftate of mind. He applied 10 the French 
king, who interpofed fo far in his favour, as to offer to be*- 
come umpire between him and Robert \ but the affociation 
of the princes who had depofed him was fo ftrong, that the 
propofed mediation came to nothing. The king of Hungary , 
and fome Bohemian noblemen, next offered to interpofe their 
good offices in his favour; but Wenceflans was fo mocked at 
the fordid terms propofed by his brother, that he rejedled his 
affiftance, and left him without taking leave. 
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In mean while Robert endeavoured, in a diet held at 
Franckfort , to re-eftablifh the tranquillity of the empire, and 
to re-annex to it the dominions that had been fevered from it 
during the late reigns, particularly the dutchy of Milan . For 
this purpofe he raifed an army, towards which the pope, Ve¬ 
nice^ and Florence , offered to contribute large fums, and ad¬ 


vanced to Tirol. From 


Verona . Gale- 


--- 7 

IVcnccJl 


of Milan 


than Robert ai Bavaria , but promifed to_beat him back to 
Germany. 


laneft 


Mi 

but though he received confiderable reinforcements 
from Germany , he was fo harrafl'ed by Galeazzo’s cavalry, that, 
From after lofing above half his army, he was obliged to return to 
whence he his own dominions, without attempting one ftroke of import¬ 
ance. To colour his difgrace, he pretended that the arch- 
bifhop of Mentz had prevailed with the princes to fail in their 
engagements, and had withdrawn their affections from him. 
Robert's reputation, at this time, was fo low, that Ladiflau r, 
king of Naples , who had expelled pope Boniface from Rome , 
formed intrigues for the empire, and chofe for his motto, 


returns 
with dif¬ 
grace. 


Aut Cecj, 
nothing. 


nihil ; 


Cafe 


The death of Galeazzo delivered Italy from the fear of recei¬ 
ving a mafter who probably would have given laws to the pope 
himfelffand have become one of the moft independent and power- 

ft* • T-» . 'TM I • 1 . 1 1 A 


Ear op 


ately crolfed the Alp 


the head of an army; but he was underhand crolfed by the 
pope, who excited the ecclefiaffical electors to oppofe the pay¬ 
ment of the tenth, which was to enable him to undertake the 
Confede- expedition. Robert was therefore obliged to apply himfelf to 
racy a- regulate the internal affairs of the empire, and to improve his 
gainft Re- own patrimonial eftates j in which he fometimes met with 
bert. oppofition. He reduced, by force of arms, the marquis of 

Badon , who had prefumed to impofe tolls in his dominions. 
The marquis, after this, aflbeiated himfelf with the count of 
Wirtembcrgi the city of Stra/bourg , and the towns in Suabia; 
a confederacy that fubfiffed during all this emperor’s reign, 
notwithftanding all the meafures he took to break it. A peace 
about the year 1405 was eftablifhed between the city of Baftl 
and the confederated Swifs cantons on the one part, and the 
houfe of Aujlria on the other, after a bloody war had raged 
between them for above two years. But the eves of all 


1405 


An ac¬ 


count of Europe 


Bvfs. 


tion from the grofs errors of popery, was making a rapid pro- 
grefs under 'John Hufs and jerotne of Prague , who were pro¬ 
tected by JVenccjlaus and his queen, notwithftanding the 
anathemas thundered out againft them by the pope and the 
archbiftiop. The city of Prague taking part with Hufs , pope 

i John 
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John XXIII. laid it under an interdict during the refidence of 
Hufs there, and cited him to appear at Rome, which Hufs re¬ 
fusing to do, he was excommunicated, but offered to fubmit 
himfelf to the judgment of the univerfity of Prague. All 
Bohemia and great part of Germany were thrown into confufion. 
by the new doctrines, and Hufs is faid to have formed a 
ftrong party in the univerfity of Prague , which occafioned 
many of the German doctors and fcholars to retire from 
thence. The fchifm between the two popes {fill continuing, 
neither pope John nor the emperor had power enough to com- 
pofe thofe troubles, which brought on a moft bloody feene of 
perfidy and inhumanity. 

In the courfe of this contention, a civil war arofe on ac- ^ vvar ^ 
count of a competition about the bifhopric of Liege , one of tvv . nn tvv ~ 

the candidates, John of Bavaria , having been recommended p relates 
by Gregory , and the other, Thcodoric de Pervis , by Benedict. 1 * 

The cities of Liege , Louvain , Brufjels , and the towns of 
Brabant raifed 50,000 men for Pervis , who defeated his anta- 
gonift, and fhutting him up in Maejlricht , he would have 
taken that town, had not the duke of Burgundy relieved it, 
and defeated Pervis . John was then conducted in triumph to 
Liege , where he behaved with incredible barbarity. He cut 
oft' the heads of 120 noblemen. He ordered 24 more with the 
officers of Pervis and Benedict’s legate to be thrown into the 
Meufe , obliged the city to pay him 200,000 crowns, and an¬ 
nexed all its fecularities to his own fee. Cardinal Gojfa , now - 
called John XXIII. had been a pirate and a free-booter, and 
openly kept a miftrefs ; but he had been lawfully elefted by 
the council of Pifa , tho’ Robert Hill declared for Gregory . 

We can perceive that Wenceflaus by this time was greatly re¬ 
formed in his morals. He had fo much influence, that the 
prelates who compofed the council of Pifa , gave him the title 
of king of the Romans , which was, in fa£t, refufing to acknow¬ 
ledge Robert as emperor. This incenfed Robert fo much, that 
he difowned the authority of the council, and he complained 
to the princes of the empire of the indignity done him, but he 
tcceived very little fatisfadfion. A war at this time was raging , , 
between Ladifaus king of Poland and the Teutonic knights, “ n 
in which the latter were not only defeated, but loft all the t ' v ^ en 
Polijh Pruffia. Robert called a diet at Frankfort , where the ■ , arui 
proceedings of the council of Pifa were condemned, and he tne . Leu ~ 
and the members demanded another council. In this, they 
appeared to be fo unanimous, that the emperor might have kni S‘- t6 * 
carried his point by putting an end to the fchifm, which inftead 
of two had now three heads, had he not been thwarted by 
the archbiftiop of Mentz y who had been always his declared 


cne ^ ny * t x 1 o 

Robert was preparing to reduce that haughty prelate by D Cv uh f- 
arms, when a fever feized him at Oppenheim, and carried him f ue 1 

off m the ninth year of his reign. May 10, 1410. Before character 
his death, he named feven executors of his will, by which he dT, 

Vol. IX- E diftributed 


f 
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diftributed his dominions among his children. Lewis with 
the long beard, his eldeft furviving Ton, inherited the Pala¬ 
tinate and the lordfhip of Amber . To John he bequeathed 
Sultzbach , Iruburg , and the county of Oh am- The dutchy of 
Deux Ponts was allotted to his foil Simmerin . Stephen inherited 
Lutzelflein , as Otto did Sintzheim. Robert took to wife 
Elizabeth daughter to the burgrave of Nuremberg , and befides 
the fons above mentioned, he had daughters, Elizabeth married 
to a duke of Aujlria , Agnes to the count of Cleves , and Mar¬ 
garet to the duke of Lorrain. With regard to Robert’s cha¬ 
racter, we do not find that after his acceffion to the empire he 
difappointed the good opinion of his electors. He was in his 
perfon (which was remarkably fhort) vigorous and aCtive. 
He was far from being deficient in military accomplifhments, 
and by difpofition he was pious, juft and humane. To his 
natural fagacity, which is faid to have been uncommon, he 
added the improvement of letters, and the greateft blemifh 
of his character was his love of money. 



CHAP. XXXVI. 

Jodocus or Joshua. 

Short HIS prince is by fome denied a place in the lift of Germak 

reign of | emperors ; but as he certainly was eleCted after Roberta 
Jodocus. death, we have admitted him as a real emperor, tho’ it is faid 

he never was formally acknowledged as fuch. Jodocus , before 
his elevation, was marquis of Moravia , and claimed Branded 
burg likewife. He was eleCted by Mentz , Cologn , Saxony and 
Brandenburg , by which we fuppofe is meant his own vote, 
while Sigifmund king of Hungary was almoft at the fame time 
eleCted emperor, by the elector Lewis with the long beard, 
the archbifhop of Friers, and himfelf. Each competitor pro- 
tefted againft the other, and Wenceflaus againft both. The 
difpute might have been bloody, as Sigifmund was preparing to 
invade Moravia , had not Jodocus died at Brinn about three 
months after his election. 



CHAP. XXXVII* 

SlGlSMUND. 

Sigifmund cannot with an Y propriety enter on the hiftory of this 

recogniz- Y V prince as emperor, without touching upon it as king of 
ed emper- Hungary , where, before he was eleCted emperor, he hadreign- 
or> ed 27 years. After his being, betrothed to Mary princefs of 

Hungary , her father dying, his widow, queen Elizabeth , took 
upon her the regency 3 both Mary and Sigifmund being too 

young 
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young to govern, nor was their marriage yet confummated. his extra- 
Elizabeth being influenced by Gara, a wicked minifter, the ordinary 
Hungarian nobility made an offer of their crown to Charles hiftcry 
Durezzo , king of Naples , who was related to Mary. He ac- while king 
cepted the offer, but Elizabeth in the mean time gave Mary's of Huti- 
hand to Sigifmund in marriage; and fent the bridegroom to gary. 
Bohemia. Charles, by this time, was arrived in Hungary , where 
he was crowned king with the confent not only of the nobles, 
but of the two queens. The great men were difgufted at his 
government, and Elizabeth inviting him into her apartment 
under a fliew of friendfhip, caufed him to be murdered, and 
refumed the reins of government without oppofition. Soon 
after, fhe and her daughter fetting out on a progrefs through 
their dominions attended by Gara , they were intercepted by 
Hiornard , who by Charles had been appointed governor or 
jufticiary of Croatia , and who cut in pieces Gara with the mur¬ 
derers ; while Elizabeth , notwithftanding the moft moving en¬ 
treaties which fhe and her daughter ufed, was dragged by the 
hair to a neighbouring rivulet, where fhe was drowned by 
Hiornard' s order. As to Mary , fhe was fhut up in prifom 
Sigifmund , hearing of this cataftrophe, marched into Hungary 
with an army, and Hiornard delivered Mary from prifon, upon 
her fwearing not to deprive him of his life and dignity. Sigif¬ 
mund being received and acknowledged king, did not think 
himfelf bound by his wife’s oath, and ordering Hiornard and 
all his accomplices to be feized, they were put to death with 
the moft exquifite tortures that ingenious cruelty couldl 
devife. 


Mary foon after died, and Sigifmund ordered all the noble¬ 
men who had invited in Charles , and who thought them- 
felves too fecure and powerful to be called to account by 
gifnund , to be arrefted. Being brought before him, they refufed 
to behave with common deference to his charadter, and 32 of 
the moft eminent among them were inftantly beheaded. This 
cruelty difgufted the Hungarians fo much, that many of them 
revolted to Bajazet the Turkijb fultan, who defeated Sigifmund 
iit the head of 100,000 Hungarians , in the famous battle near 
Nicopolis. Sigifmund efcaping from the carnage, funk into a, 
life of indolence, and his noblemen confined him under the 
cuftody of the two Tons of Garris , one of the noblemeft 
whom he had put to death. Ladiflaus fon to Charles was then 
proclaimed king of Hungary , tho’ not univerfally received as 
fuch, and Sigifmund a died with fo much addrefs, that he pre¬ 
vailed upon the widow of Garris to perfuade her fons to fee 
him at liberty, upon his making oath to give them the in- 
veftiture of part of Moravia , as foon as it fhould be in his 
power. Sigifmund efcaping into Bohemia aflembled an army* 
by which he remounted his throne, and reforming his con- 
dudf, he became the darling of his fubjedts^ His reputatiori 
was very high when he was called to the empire ; and on the 
death of fodscus, he was recognized emperor by the unani- 

K a mom 



5 * 


A GENERAL HISTORY 


1411 


kfc 


He 


firft months of his reign, by his attention to the internal 
quiet of Germany ^ and his endeavours to abolifh the fchifm 
that frill continued to divide Chriftendom. 

Being margrave of Brandenburg , he gave that province to 
Frederic of Flobenzollern , burgrave of Nuremberg , for 400,000 
florins of gold ; but with a refervation of a right in his own 
cuuiate of family to redeem it, if the burgrave’s male iffue fhould become 

extinct. He then effe-fted a reconciliation between two 


He r. if- 

jp* '■' s ot 

tUw- mar- 


w 

brarjicn- 


warlike prelates, who had fpent flreams of their followers blood 
in fighting for the pofleffion of the archbifhopric of Cologne , 
threatens to which each had been nominated by a rival pope. Under- 
hu bio- ftanding that his brother JVenceJlaus was relapfed into his 

irregularities, he threatened to put him to the ban of the 


tfcer. 


but he found it too difficult to execute his menace, 


The 


empire ; 

which would have rendered himfelf king of Bohemia . 
war between the Poles and the Teutonic knights ftill continu¬ 
ed ; and the latter finding means to bring over to their in- 
terefts JVenceJlaus and the duke of Lithuania , the Poles were 


I 

to the kniehts. 


Sigifmund then grew jealous of their pt 
fy leagued himfelf againft them with Ladiflaus 




, -- - 0 ~ 

a party in the treaty. 


Tartars 


His war The Venetian fucceffes in Dalmatia , called Sigifmund ’s at- 
vvith the tention to that country. He fummoned the princes of the 
Venetians. empire to attend him ; but they did not think themfelves in- 

terefted in the quarrel, and none of them ftirred out of Ger¬ 
many. Sigifmund, _ however, at the head of his Hungarians , 
defeated the Venetians , and recovered the countries they had 
conquered; but not finding himfelf fupported by the empire, 
he made peace with them. The treaty being concluded, he 

had an interview with pope John XXIII. at Placentia , and the 
emperor perfuaded him to agree to the calling of an oecono- 
mical col 


1414 


ncil at Conjlance the firft of November 


terminating the fchifm. He intimated this 


> 141 4 > 
council to 


for 
all 


chriftian princes, inviting them to repair to it, as he did the 

... 0 XII. who both 

exclaimed againft it. Gregory was protected by Laudijlaus 

king of Naples , the fame who had been Sigifmund ’s rival in the 
kingdom of Hungary , who had made himfelf mafterof Rome, 
and of the papal dominions, and afpired to become fo of all 
Italy , when he was carried off by poifon in an expedition 
againft the Florentines and pope John. Sigifmund was all this 
time labouring with indefatigable zeal ufireconcile all differ¬ 
ences, not only in Germany but among the princes of Chrift- 
endij.Ti, that his council of Gonftance might be opened with the 

greater luftre and celebrity. He confirmed the privileges of 

. sir.,* . _ __. i v « • 1 % a ^ ° -.--r 


been 


He 


i'-nide a prog refs through Germany , and compromifed all differ- 


ifb 


fmuni 



OF THE WORLD. 


53 


Sigifmund is an eminent proof how far an appearance of Account 
dignity, pomp, fplendor, regularity and order, joined to the of the 
advantages of a fine and majeflic perfon, can operate upon council of 


mankind. 


His 


for bufinefs 


capacity 

fined, and yet he did vaft things, 
over all the princes in Europe. 


was but very 
and held a fuperiority 
_ , When the time approached 

for opening the council of Conjlancc , he granted John Hufs a 
fafe conduct for his appearance, to give an account of his 
faith, before the members there. Sigifmund , then, together 
with his emprefs, who was daughter of a count of Cilloy , 
was crowned with great fplendor at Aix la Cbapelle , and he 
arrived on the 23d of December at Conjlancc. Modem hiftory 
fcarcely can parallel the pomp and magnificence, which at¬ 
tended the opening of this aftembly of the humble fuccefibrs 
of the apoftles, who by their proceedings, deferve to be con- 
fidered as the difeiples of Satan. The duke of Saxony carried the 

r . • I r 1 1 r n • • c i » 7 • 


COn- Conftsnce, 


Imperial fword before Sigifmund , and other princes were ap¬ 
pointed to other offices, the afiembly not being Imperial or 
Germanic. No fewer than ioo,oco lay-attendants waited 
upon the'princes and the prelates; and the emperor provided 
not only for order and regularity among them, but for their 
fubfiftence. Sigifmund , cloathed in the Imperial Dalmatic , 
rulifted in quality of deacon, at a mid-night mafs performed 
by pope John. The fate of John Hufs .had been fixed before. 

The emperor was ftartled, when it was propofed that he fliouid 
be burnt, but yielded, when he refle&ed, that being inferior 
to the council, who were judges of matters of faith, he had 
no right to interfere in their decifions. In fhort, vanity and 
biggotry entirely engrafted Sigifmund *s mind. Five hundred 
jewellers attended his court with the like number of mufi- 
cians, and that no luxury might be wanting, 71S ladies 
of pleafure were licenfed and protected by the civil ma- The pope 


giflrate. 

The real intention of Sigifmund appears to have been to ereCt 
the empire of Italy into a popedom. Johns pretenfiens flood 
chiefly in his way, and he obtained from him a promife to 
refign, provided that it was found to be for the good of the 
church. He no fooner made this promife, than Sigifmund 
threw himfelf at his feet and killed them ; but John repent¬ 
ing, eluded the guards that were placed over him by the em¬ 
peror, and efcaped on the 20th of March from Got fiance ^ in 
habit of a poflihon, and fled to Shajjhaifen y where he was pro¬ 
tected by the duke of Aujlria. Sigifmund hearing of his 
flight, fupported the authority of the council, which can 
firmed the fen ten ce of John's depofition, and declared itfetf 
to be iuperior to the pope. Their firnmefs obliged John 
to refign in earned ; and Sigifmund not only put Frederic duke 
of Aujlria to the ban of the empire, for affifting him in his 
cfcape, but gave the Sivifs confederacy leave to conquer his 


depofed. 


eflates, and they actually made themfelvcs mafters of Torgaio 
which they kept. T he fate of John Hufs and his colleague, 

E 3 forms 
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"Jerome of Prague, now came to be determined, and both of 
them, to the eternal infamy of the emperor and the council, 
were condemned to the Hake, where they moft heroicly fuf- 
fered death Sigifmund at fir ft attempted to refent this pro¬ 
ceeding, but he foon acquiefced in all. Peter de Lima , who 
ftill refided in Spain , was now the only competitor for the 
popedom, for he refufed to refign his pretenfions, and it is al- 
moft incredible, that Sigifmund actually performed a journey 
into Spain in perfo.o, to perfuade that prelate to a refignation, 
or to engage the kings of Arragon and Navarre to renounce 
all obedience to him, if he continued obftinate. Sigifmund 
prevailed with the kings, but could not with Peter de Luna. 
Sigifmund leaving Spain , came to Chambery , where he ereCted 
Savoy into a dutchy. Peter , called Benedict XIII. was depofed, 
and Otbo Colonna , being eledted pope by the council, afliimed 
the title of Martin V. 

The The emperor’s zeal and love of pomp, now induced him to 
emperor pay a vifit in perfon to the kings of France and England , 
vifits then at war with each other. As he affeCted the charadter of 
prance and pacificator of the church, fo he did that of the arbiter of 
Fngl'ind. Europe. Charles V. was then on the throne of France , 

where Sigifmund was received with fo much refpedt, that he 
fat in the French parliament as if it had been his own court, 
and made knights. When he came to England , the nobility 
waded into the water with their i'words in their hands to 
carry him to fhore; but Henry V. their king treated him 
with reserve and contempt, and rejedted all his propofals to¬ 
wards an accommodation with France . Sigifmund perceiving 
this, fought to make Henry his friend, and offered to affifthim 
in his claims upon France , provided Henry would reinftatehim 
jn certain fiefs that formerly belonged to the empire. During 
Sigifmund’s abfence, Frederic duke of Auflria , who had afked 
pardon of the emperor upon his knees, quarrelled with the 
council of Conjftance , and his own brother Ernejl, who had 
Affairs of taken fr° m him the Tirolefe. The council complained to 


Aufiria, 


the emperor of his having imprifoned the bifhop of Trent . 
and deprived him of his eftates. Sigifmund upon this ordered 
Frederic to be put to the ban of the empire j but an accom¬ 
modation was effected by the mediation of the neighbouring 
princes, between him and his brother Erncji , who reftored 
to him the Tirolefe. The council of Conjlance was ftill fitting 

city, and gave, to the 
archbifhop of Mentz, the elector of Saxony , the count Pala¬ 
tine, the duke of Pomerania, and feveral other princes, the 
inveftiture of their fiefs. He confirmed to the burgrave of 
Nuremberg , in confideration of another large fum, the electo¬ 
rate of Brandenburg , though the Bohemians pretended that 
that country was a fief of their kingdom, and the Brand.cn- 


- when the emperor returned to that 


ourgers were unwilling to acknowledge 
gddrefs and moderation got the better 


him 


but the burgrave s 


of all difficulties. 
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A 


Mif 


e empire, and Sigifmund, about fome 
‘Bohemian fiefs claimed by the former, and refufed by the 
latter, who was heir to that crown. The margrave left Con- 
jiancc to do himfelf juftice by arms, and Sigifmund was forced 
to appeafe him, by giving him the electorate of Saxony , then 


ault. 


Sigifmund foon perceived, that he had got 
;rfon of pope Martin V. In that pontiff 


Hal n 


to be inaugurated, the emperor, after proftrating himfelf at 
his feet, held one of the reins of his horfe, as the elettor of 
Brandenburg did the other. Martin fopn found the weak fide 
of Sigifmund , and that his extravagance and vanity, had ren¬ 
dered him fo miferably poor, that he could not be formidable. 


Martin 


Auft 


Auft 


Sigifmund. 


Sigifmund, though he omitted 


Marti n 


2 in his hands. At 
method of getting 


for fupporting him gave him a grant, or a 
all the ecclefiaftical effects, in Germany , which had almoft 
occafioned a civil war in the empire. A war at this time raged f . 

‘ Holland between Jaquelina , daughter and heirefs of William 

_ >hn of Bavaria, bi&op of'™ Ca0n " 
Liege, who pretended to fucceed to her eftates. After the 
war had been carried on with various fortune for fome time, 
it was terminated by the interpofition of Sigifmund, who took 
part with John of Bavaria, whom Jaquelina’s hufband, the 
duke of Brabant, was obliged to appoint governor of Holland* 

Zealand and Friefland 

feveral other eftates. 


of 


tenth of 


Friefand. 


him 


But the emperor renounced all preten- 
fions of being lord paramount of Hainault , and it remained 
with Jaquelina . Sigifmund made the greater difpatch in accom¬ 
modating thofe differences, that he might attend to the affairs 
of Bohemia, which were now in a moft dreadful fituation. 

The Bohemians, no fooner heard of the death of John Hufs Death of 

and Jerome of Prague, than they refolved to revenge them. Wenceflaus, 
The decrees of the council of Conftance, againft the followers J ' 
of the new do&rines, as they were called, were fupported 

T_- TArr _ n _ _/l*n 'T-'i rr /T* r 1 


ejl 


The Hu/Jit, 


forced the town-houfe, and murdered the magiftrates who had 

1 J ^ 1 ^ ^ J ^ - _ 1 ^ 1 9 » • S+ 


publifhed 


Wencejh 


s, that he was ftruck with a fit of the 
he died, and Sigifmund, who was ac- 
Bohemia, appointed Sophia his brother’s 
:y of that kingdom. He had an army on 


* I 


Hungary 

Hvfjites, 

£ 4 . 


Turks., _ 

but he was obliged noi 
The latter had chofen 


their 




Exploits 


of 2,iji.a 

chief of 

the liu/~ 
foes. 
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their leader, the famous general, called Zijka, becaufe he was 
blind of both his eyes, but he was a brave and a fuccefsful 
warrior. His followers aflLimed the name of Phaborites , and 
they moil feverely revenged upon their enemies, the death of 
their two apoftles, even to a degree of inhumanity, by de- 
ftroying all the priefls and ecclefiaftics, who fell into their 
hands, and burning down their churches. The regent had 
been forced to fhut herfelf up in a fortrefs, but was relieved 
by the Imperial forces, who thought themfelves fure of a 
cheap victory; but they were entirely defeated by Zijka 
through a flratagem, in which the women of his party were 


chiefly inftru mental. 


ifiwund , prefled by the Tu 


Zijk 

ir * hr ^ C. A J 

the former turning their arms againfl: the Greeks. A ftiort 
truce he had made with the HuJJites being expired, and he ftill 
continuing to refufe them the liberty of confcience, Zijka 
reafl’cmbled his army at the village of Tbabor , defeated the two 
Imperial generals, Albert of Aijjlria , and Henry governor of 

Moravia , and took the city of Neva Prague. 

The 

commotions. 


north of Germany was at this time equally full of 

The princes of the houfe of Holjlein , 
ported by the dukes of Mecklenburg, Pomerania , Brunfw, 
and other powers, withdrew their homage from the 


fup- 


Denmark , and though Sigifmund 


Da nib 1 


— j 

ifmund 


All Germany foon after entered into a kind of a crufade againfl 


HuJJites , and Sigiji 


Moravia. Zifa 


Zijk 


J ,- 

hnperiaiijls 


T Vifrade. Sigifmund having recruited his 
HuJJites in their entrenchments, but the 


them cut in pieces ; after which the fortrefs of IVifrada was 
furrendcred to the HuJJites. 

Affairs of ^ appears as_ if thole enthuflafts thought Zijka , becaufe he 

Bohemia. ^y as an improper perfon to be their king. It is certain, 

tnat they fent a folemn embafiy, with an offer of their crown, 

t0 J a gello, king of Poland , who declined the honour in fa¬ 
vour of Corehut , a Lithv. a.:an prince, whom he recommended 
to their choice. 1 ncy accepted of Corebut , and appointed a 
regency of twenty perfons till his arrival in Bohemia. In the 
mean wni;e, in 1421, Martin the Vth ordered a new crufade 
to be preached againfl the HuJJites , rather than grant them the 
hperty of making uie of wine in the facrament; and the arch- 
fcithop of c i reves entered Bohemia with an army of thofe cru- 

J v*. 


ijk , 

200 men. Sigfmund now offered them terms, but they rc- 

inAnfl 4-1- -1_*1 .1 /-. « « J 
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rived at Prague. 
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HuJJit 


nimous 
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nlmoUs among themfelves. The moft moderate among them 
were for recognizing Corcbut's ele&ion ; but the Thaborites , 
who were attached to Zijka , refufed to fubmit to the govern¬ 
ment of a fingle perfon. Corebut proceeded as if he had been 
king, but fuffered in his reputation by a check which he re¬ 
ceived from the Imperialijls at Carlejlein, Returning to Prague, 
he proceeded with great feverity againft fome Thaborites , who 
were accufed of having formed defigns againft him in his ab- 
fence; upon which Zijka declared himfelf his enemy. It 
was the intereft of Sigifmund to keep up this divifion, but 
Zijka defeated his general the count of Wirtemberg 


the city of Graditz. 
Moravia, and after 


Albert of Auft, 


entry 


into Prague ; but foon after catching an infeftion, he died in 

the arms of victory, in a journey to meet the emperor, who 

offered to give him his own terms. Perceiving his end was 

approaching, he defired his body to be left in the open fields, 

, becaufe he chofe that it fhould be the food of birds rather 

than of worms ; and he ordered his followers to make a drum 

of his fkin, becaufe the found of it would ftrike their enemies 
with terror. 



Zjftia was fucceded in his command by a prieft called Pro- Procopius 
■ copius the fhaven, who had long a<fted as his partner in the the prieft 
l'. war, and who ufed to march at the head of the army with a cholen 
| [word in one hand, and a chalice in the other. The troubles head of 
; in the north of Germany again breaking out, the emperor, the Bo be- 
' who was idling away his time at Buda, was vifited by Eric , m i an tiuf- 
. king of Denmark , who obtained from him a full fentence in fuss. 
p, his favour. Several other princes applied to him at the fame 
! time, and obtained the inveftitures of their eftates. The power 
f. of Sigifmnnel, however, at this time, was little more than no- 
f ininal, and ferved only to colour the pretences of the con¬ 
tending parties. He could not aflift the Teutonic knights, 
ivhofe order was now greatly degenerated, and who had loft 
I ^ j ^to the Poles, nor could he repel th zTbaborites^ who* 

| under Procopius , filled all Silejia * Hungary , Poland\ and Auf- 

tftna, with their ravages. Procopius appeared to be a fuccefior 
I worthy of Zijka , but exceeded him in cruelty againft the ca- 
I thohcs. His followers were now divided into Thaborites , Or- 
\pbmsy and Horelites ; but they all united againft the Imperi- 
! aI lft s • They again defeated the duke of Aujlria , great part 
|of whofe dominions they kept poffeffion of, and obtained a 
I compleat victory over a numerous army headed by the princes 
| of the empire, who attacked them in their intrcnchmcnts. 

| jpcy laid Graditz in afhes, took Kamenitz and Ritzcn , routed 
I Maifonneuve, another Imperial general, and carried their arms 
I into the heart of Aujlria. In fhort, Procopius triumphed 
I every where, and was every where irrefiftablc; and b*ein°- 
I now abfolute in Bohemia , he forced the favourers of Corebut 
[to ihut that prince up in a monaftery. He then carried his 
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arms into Silefni, where he reduced moft of the forts, de- I 
feated a new army of crufaders under the cardinal of Win -1 
chejier , ravaged the circle of Glatz , and laid the whole pro -1 
vince under contribution. I 

Offered The emperor continued as weak, as proud, as poor, and as I 
terms by bigotted as ever. Finding himfelf now in a manner deferted, I 
the empe- be offered terms to Procopius , who fummoned the heads of his I 

1 or; party to meet at Prague. After fome negociations, they I 

agreed to a truce for three months, and fent a deputation, at I 
the head of which Procopius appeared, with propofals to the I 
emperor at Prejburg. They demanded the liberty, of commu -1 
nicating in both kinds, and a confirmation of their privileges, I 
to which Sigifmund was to fwear. He gave evafive anfwers I 
to both demands j pretending that the firft was not in his I 
power to grant, and that they had not been fufficiently ex-1 
plicit as to the feCond. Upon this, the HuJJites , whofe army I 
now amounted to 30,000 foot, and 20,000 horfe, headed by I 
Procopius , William de Roftka , and "John Smirzlik, , recom-l 
menced hoftilities, entered Mifnia and Franconia with fire and I 
fvvord, defeated the armies of the empire, and laid its princes I 
under contribution wherever they marched. But in order to I 
account the more clearly for their fuccefs, it is neceffary to I 
take a view of the ftate of the empire in other parts. I 

\lfho in- The emperor’s fentence, in favour of Eric , king of Dm- 1 
terpofesin mark, had very little weight with the prince of Holjlein and I 
the affairs the northern ftates, and he was obliged to raife an army. Sul 
of Den- gif?nitnd interpofed, and required them to unite againft the I 
mark. HuJJites, which they could not do fo long as the war in the I 

north continued. The Holjlein princes laughed at this in-| 
jun&ion, and .demanded Slefzvic to be declared an hereditary! 
fief, while Eric offered to fubmit every thing to the emperor. I 
After various altercations, conferences were opened at Nihoping I 
but though they proved ineffectual, yet the electors of Saxon ]I 
and Brandcnburgh , and the duke of Lunenburg , taking part 
with Eric , the cities of Stralfund and Rojloc detached them- 
felves from the Holjlein confederacy. Other divifions in the 
empire contributed to the progrefs of the HuJJites. The 
electors of Saxony , and the count Palatine, refufed to aCt under 
the archbifhop of Mentz as vicar of the empire. The land¬ 
grave of HeJJ'e was then at war with the fame archbilhop. 
Two rival prelates for the fee of Friers were filling it with 
blood and confufion, and the dukes of Bavaria were at war 
among themfelves ; while the Turks, under Morad the IldJ 
were carrying all before them in Hungary and Servia. SigiJ- 
mund , furroundeci by fo many diftreffes, propofed a confede¬ 
racy between himfelf, UladiJlaus, king of Poland, and his bro¬ 
ther Wiihond, great duke o! Lithuania ; and a meeting was 
accordingly held at Lutjko. UladiJlaus hated Sigifmund, be- 
eaufe the latter had fupported the Teutonic knights againft 
him ; and he really dreaded the HuJJites, who were now deemed 
to be invincible 5 nor did he chufe to provoke the Turks ; fo 

that, 
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that, upon the whole, he declined all Sigijmund 1 s propofals. 

Sigifinund then applied to Withond’s vanity, and, notwith¬ 
ftanding all the remonftrances of Uladijlaus , entirely won him 
over, by offering to eredfc Lithuania into a kingdom. UladiJ - 
laus , and the Poles , to whom Lithuania is a fief, oppofed this, 
and not only arrefted the emperor’s envoys, as they were pro¬ 
ceeding to the coronation, but laid a reftraint upon Withond 
himfelf, who died foon after. 

The progrefs of the HuJJites was now fo formidable, that Cardinal 
it ftruck terror into Rome itfelf. The popes, Martin the Vth, Julian 
and Eugene the I Vth, ordered the warlike cardinal, Julian , lent to 
who was legatee a latere in Germany , to renew the crufade, Germany, 
which he did/with fuch fuccefs, that in 1431, the princes t ^3 1 - 
raifed an army of 80,000 men, half of which confifted of ca¬ 
valry. This army invaded Bohemia , and more than repaid 
upon the HuJJites the barbarities which the latter had infli&ed 
upon the catholics. No fooner, however, did the Hujfite 
army appear, than their enemies were feized with a panic, 
and, notwithftanding the exhortations of the legate, who was is defeat- 
borne down in the general flight, they fled with fuch precipi- ed by the 
tation, that the whole of their baggage and money, even to the HuJJites, 
crofs of the legation, and Julians veftments, fell into the 
hands of the HuJJites. The latter had, at this time, an army 
in Aajlria , which beat Albert, and plundered his country. 

This army was under the command of another Procopius , fur- 
named the Little, to diftinguifh him from the great Procopius the 
: (haven. The two Procopii joining, entered Hungary , where 
they acquired vaft booty; but here the Orphans and the Lha- 
borites , f'plitting about religious or other matters, the Tha- 
borites , with the great Procopius , retired to Moravia ; while the 
Orphans , under the little Procopius , giving battle to the Hun¬ 
garians, were fo entirely defeated, that fcarcely 3,000 of them 
returned home. Notwithftanding this defeat, the great Pro¬ 
copius, at this time, a£hially gave laws to the empire. Cardinal 
Julian , finding the HuJJites invincible, fought to divide, or 
win them over, and invited them to fend deputies to the coun¬ 
cil of Bajil. Sigijmund held a diet at Prejburg, in which he who fend 


propofed to redrefs all the grievances of the 


irg, in ■ 

HuJJites , 


provided deputies 


they would recognize him as their fovereign. The HuJJites to B-.jd. 
fent deputies to Prejburg , who conferred with thofe of the 
emperor, but without the gates ; and plainly intimated, that 
they had not forgot the Imperial treachery towards their two 
martyred apoftles ; nor would they agree to fend their deputies 
to Bajil without having the ftrongeft fecurity for their fafety. 
Sigijmund feemed toblufh atthe recollection, and promifed them 
fatisfa&icn in a diet held at Egra , where the princes and de¬ 
puties prefent, engaged for the fafety of the Bohemian deputies, 
and they received pafiports of their own wording. 

Sigifmund thus obtaining a fbort refpite from the terrors of-p], 
the HuJJites, went to Milan , where he v/as crowned by the 
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archbiihops with the iron crown 3 but he plainly perceived £ 0 

that v ‘ 



6 o 


ami re¬ 
turn:* to 

G:r/;;x»y- 


* |T 4 ^ ^ A ^ / "'j /T 

• iiiuii:* Ui 


7 * 


£ S' • 

£-• j . : //ii l: . 


A GENERAL HISTORY 


>, tile ciuice or Milan, was not his friend, fhou«}| 
was fo impotent, that he neither durft refent the 
{fronts put upon him by Philip , nor enter into any 

f A g* t • i 4 nni * 



that Phil . . 

Sigijviurul 

palpable a 
vigorous 
therefore, 
up a breac 

whom the rathers threatened to depoie j and Higijmund then 
took the hr it opportunity of being crowned at Rome. The 
council continued to fit at Bafil, where the Hujfites , who were 
300 in number, all of them well armed, were greatly refpeclcd, 
and their deputies had feats in the council. Procopius the 
{haven was at the head of the Bohemians , and the father; 
of the council hailed him as the conqueror of the church and 
of the empire. The nroceedinrrs of the council are forci n 
to 


> 


to this part of our hifiory. 
debates -between the Hu!fit, 


It is fufficient to fay, that the 
and the Roman catholics conti- 


^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ — — — ^ v 

The event was, that the 


, .. ill 

mica hrty days, without any appearance of an accommoda¬ 
tion ; and then the fathers of the council agreed, that ten of 
the moft learned of their body fhould treat with the Boh. 
mians in a diet to be held at Prague. 

council relaxed fo far as to indulge the Bohemians with the 

facramcnt. Sigijmmid , after his 
Rome, made Gonzaga , who was before lord of Mantua , mar¬ 
quis of the fame. Upon his return to Bafil , he met with a 
Turkijh embafiy, with propofals of peace, and magnificent 
prefents, which he received in public, feeming to be well 
pleafed with the terms, and requiting the Turk with other pre¬ 
fents, equally magnificent. 


cup at tne 


coronation at 


oigijmund , when he returned to Germar 
to underffand that the diffentions among 
daily encresfing; that the Bohemian b; 


y , had the pleafure 
the Bohemians were 
^ _ barons had feparated 

from Procopius and his military leaders, and that the latter, for 
feme time, had been engaged in the fiege of Pilfen. The 
barons chofe Mainardde Maijonneuve for their leader, and ap¬ 
peared well finished with the decifion of the council ; but the 


v 




if 


U o 

nd laid walle the new marche of 


unci advanced to Ulm, that he might be 
it hand to take advantage of the Bohemian divifions. The 
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neral of the Bohemians , then attacked Procopius the {haven at 
Pilfen , and utterly defeated him ; he himfelf was mortally 
wounded, his namefske, the Little, W'-as killed on the fpet, 
no quarter was given, and the fe£I never could appear again 


jn arms. ilius, through their own frantic divifions, the Bo~ 
hcmian Hujjiies were in a manner exterminated, after main¬ 
taining one of the moft glorious rebellions, if we may ufe the 
ex prep: on, that hi fiery can produce. Sigifmund now thought 
himidr ones mois king of Bohemia ; for though the Bohemian 

noblemen 
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noblemen in general were jealous of their privileges, and ex- 
i rremely averfe to the papal power, yet they were tractable, 

! aiK l not tinctured with enthufiafin; fo that they fent their de¬ 
puties to the general diet of the empire, held at RatiJbon , 

| where they performed their homage to Sigifrnund . The duke 
■ of Bavaria was, at this time, under the ban of the empire 
! for contumacy, and the neighbouring princes were ready to 
j have fallen upon him, had he not, by his money, found 
means to perfuade Sigifrnund to refer their demands to an ap- 
; proaching diet at Franckfort . 

An affair of the greateft internal concern to the empire oc- The elec- 
; cafioned the holding of this diet. The Afcanian branch of the torate of 
i electoral houfe of Saxony was now extinby the death of Al~ Saxony 
; bcrttht Hid, its laft elector, and four competitors claimed the fixed in 
; honour. The competitors were, Frederic the warlike mar- the houfe 
quis of Mifnia , the count Palatine, the marquis of Branden - of Mijnia . 
burgh , and the duke of Saxe Lavoenhurg. The emperor, in con¬ 
federation of 100,000 florins, had given the marquis of Mifnia 
■ the provisional adminiftration of the electorate; but the duke 
, of Saxe Lawenburg , abfurdly appealed to the pope, a proceed- 
| ing fo much refented by Sigifrnund , that he brought the prin- 
1 ces of the empire over to ftrengthen his authority, and fen- 
; tence was given in favour of the houfe of Mifnia , in whofe 
; defcendents that electorate ftill continues. In this diet, a pro- 
I pofal was drawn up by fome German patriot-princes for as¬ 
certaining the bounds of the Imperial authority, and thofe of 
the Subject’s obedience ; and likewife for refcuing the former 
from the contempt it laboured under through the meannefs of 
its revenues. Sixteen articles of grievances were at the fame 
time prefented, but as the princes, who enjoyed the eftates 
that had been alienated by former emperors, refufed to agree 
to a refumption, the whole of the propofal came to nothing. 

Sigifrnund thinking himfelf now fecure in the empire, entered 
into a treaty of marriage between young Ladiflaus , king of 
Poland ’, and his grand-daughter, daughter to Albert of Aus¬ 
tria, whom he had defigned his fucceflor in the empire. While 
this negotiation was depending, the dates of Bohemia laid be¬ 
fore the emperor the terms which they demanded for their fu¬ 
ture fecurity j one of which was, that neither he, nor any of 
his fucceffors, fhould ever alter their coin; offering, if thofe 
terms were granted, to renew 1- their homage to him, to ac¬ 
knowledge Albert as his fucceffor, and to be reconciled to the 
Rotnifh church. All which was formally effedled, and a fo- 
lemn compact was thereupon entered into, between the em¬ 
peror and the people. After this, Sigifrnund dedicated his en¬ 
deavours to win the hearts of the Bohemians, and he was moil 
magnificently crowned at Prague , on the 24th of 
1436 j after which he received homage, and oaths of allegi¬ 
ance, from all the barons and the deputies of the cities. 

Sigifmnnd’s good fortune was owing to the prudence and 
amdelcenfion \vith which he had been info:red by his ciif- 
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Good fcr- trefles and poverty. He recalled all the catholic clergy, and en- 
tune of deavoured to reftore them to their former power. He hanged up 
igifinund. a hundred of the enthufiaftic HuJJites who held out; but the city 

of Gratz , who refufed to acknowledge him, held out a lone 

^ i i i « _ i n _. •__ \ ° 
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nourable terms. 


him o _ 

Thaboriies , he wifely enlifted them 


in his armies, and perfuaded them, that it was as meritorious 
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O 


Turks 


Hungary 


They 


« 
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drove the Infidels with the lofs of above 20,000 men, from all 
the diftridt between the Save and the Drave. Whatever ap¬ 
pearances of moderation Sigifmund put on, they vanifhed with 
his danger, and he Hill remained the flave of fuperftition and 
defpotifm. He now relapfed into all the violences that had 
brought on his former dangers and difgraces, and endeavoured 
to compel his fubje&s to give up the privileges they had fo 
dearly/ bought, by employing force to make them abjure their 
religion, and to fubdue their confciences. This deteftable con¬ 
duit made him fo odious through all Bohemia , that he pre¬ 
pared to leave it for the fafety of his life. In the mean while, 
he was feized with a diftemper, which was thought to be the 
effedt of poifon. One of his toes was cut off, and 
plain that he had not long to live. His emprefs, Barbara , 


it was 


fome 


before been 


Bohemia 


Prague ; and we are told, that while her hufband was dying;, 

n ^ i .1 T» I • 1 r If* 


lhe 


ifmund *s fucceflor to marry 


ferving the public tranquillity. The emperor, who had been 
carried to Znain in Moravia , hearing of this confederacy, or¬ 
dered the emprefs to be arrefted, and fending for all the no¬ 
bility of his court, he nominated, for his fucceflor, his fon-in- 


*457 


September 


Aufl 


which 


hernia 17. 


Hun 


Account Though we have given the confpiracy of the emprefs as it is 
and vind/V related by bigotted catholics, we cannot help thinking, that it 
cation of is full of the molt ridiculous improbabilities. She was not of 


his em¬ 
prefs. 


a family to be, in her own perfon, of any confequence to the 
tranquillity of the empire, or of Bohemia ; nor does ambition 
at all coincide with that character of lewdnefs with which 
lhe is, perhaps with equal injuftice, branded by the fame au¬ 
thors. Barbara , very pofiibly, might be fomewhat unguarded 
in her behaviour, and that me dunt think with freedom, ap¬ 
pears from her having been the avowed friend and patronefs of 
the HufJites. As fuch, it was natural for her- when her huf- 
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Bigtfmund 


Bohemian 


means 


of infurwig the public tranquillity. All this is the more pro- 
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from eX- 

prefling 


far 
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l prelling refentment againft her, fet her at liberty ; and many 
I 0 f the fa<Sts charged upon her as the moft atrocious crimes, 

I are not only confident with virtue, but fiiew her to have been 
j a woman of fenfe and fpirit. 

\ Sigifmund left only one daughter, whom he had by his fe- His iflue. 
I CO nd wife Barbara , and file was married to the emperor Al- 
f fort the lid, of Aujlria, who thereby united to his kingdom, 

\ the crowns of Hungary and Bohemia , of which file was heirefs. 

I $igifmund was, in his perfon, remarkably handfome, and being 
i himfelf no enemy to the fair fex, he is faid not to have been 
l very ftricf as to the conduct of his emprefs Barbara. We 
I have already, on feveral occafions, taken notice of his true 
| chara&er, which his adherence to forms and pomp, his regard 
’ for the holy fee, and above all, his perpetual affe&ation of 
f the character of a mediator, kept above contempt in the eyes 
;; of the public. Though unfortunate in war, he is faid to 
| have been perfonally brave, and his cotemporaries have praifed 
] him for his love of learning, and learned men, and his hatred 
x of adulation j qualities, which however plaufible, have often 
i oftentation and vanity for their roots. Upon the whole, Sigif- 
4 mund was poflefled neither of true honour nor true wifdom, 

I and impartial hiftory will always rank him in the clafs of 
■f weak princes. 



CHAP. XXXVIII. 


. Albert the fecond , of Anflria. 

• 

I 

T HE male line of the Bohemian royal family being ex- AcceflioH 

tin&, it was neceflary, by the fundamental laws of the 0 f Albert 
\ kingdom, that the throne mould be filled by election. Albert to the em- 
) of Aiiftria was chofen by one party, and Cafimir , brother to P i re * 
the king of Poland , by another, who crowned him in the city F * 
of Prague. This competition produced a war, and the Poles 
joining Cafimir , were, at firft, vi&orious. Albert made the 
marquis of Brandcnburgh , who was called the German Achilles, 

. his general, and he defeated the Poles and the Calixtins (for 
fo Cafimir’ s party was called) fo often, that Albert was crowned 
at Prague , and at laft acknowledged king by his rival’s party. 

The eitates of Hungary, who pretended likewife to the right 
> of elefting their king, chofe Albert, upon condition that he 
mould not accept of the Imperial crown; but underftanding 
that he had been chofen emperor by the diet of Franckfort , 
and that Albert was refolved to ftand by his wife’s hereditary 

right, they receded from their pretenfions, and recognized 
r him as their fovereign. 

The differences between the pope and the council of Bafil who takes 
i lhli continued, and the princes of the empire refolved upon a the council 
i neutrality ; but Albert was no fooner feated on the Imperial of Bafil 
\ throne, than he took the council under his protection. Being under his 

’■ crowned protection. 
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crowned at Aix-la-Chapellc , he reformed the tribunal of the 
Aujlregiics , or arbitrators, and abolifhed the infamous, but 
old cuftoni, called the fecret judgment, pra&ifed in Wejlpha*- 
Via, by which a man might be condemned to death, and yet 
be ignorant of his fentence till he came to the fatal fpot 
where he was to fuffer. Other cuftoms, flill more cruel and 
unjuft, are faid to prevail in fome parts of Germany to this 
day. All the arts, however, employed by the pope, could 
not divert the German princes from their neutrality ; and they 
infilled upon a new council being fummoned at another place. 
By this wife conduct, the princes brought both the pope and 
the council to depend on them, and a peace was effected be¬ 
tween Hungary and Poland, This had no influence upon Mo- 
rad, the ’TurkiJh fultan, who befieged Semendria, belonging to 
the defpot of Bulgaria , which was the bulwark of the Aus¬ 
trian dominions on that fide. Albert railed an army for the 
His death, aflifiance of the defpot, but the emperor’s activity overheating 
j'439. his blood, he died on the 27th of Offober, 1439, anc ^ thereby 

difappointed the high expectations the public had conceived 
from the preceding part of his life. He left by his wife two 
daughters ; Elizabeth, who was the wife of Cajimir , prince of 
Poland ; and Anne, who was married to William , duke of 
Saxony ; and a pofthumous fon, Ladiflaus, who was crowned 
king of Hungary , four months after his father’s death. It 
was during this emperor’s fhort reign, that the empire was 
divided into circles, in which the dominions of the electors 
are not included. Albert is faid to have pollefled many noble 
qualities, both of body and mind, that fitted him for empire; 
and from him, by his marriage with the emperor Si gif munch 
daughter, the houfe of Aujlria derives its prefent greatnefs. 


T 


> e 'eric 


the third. 


A. 


CHAP. XXXIX. 

Frederic the third , of Auftria. 

L B 1‘,R 1 , at his death, left both the empire and his other 
dominions in great confufion. The electors affembling at 

7 r . _ rr. _ 1 .1 r. • it* • T * ttt « 


guardian Franckfort , offered the Imperial dignity to Lewis III, of Hcffc ; 

but he declining it, their choice fell upon Frederic of Auftria , 


to young 


but by 
his own 


a prince who could maintain the Imperial 
i hereditary power, which was far from bei 


Ladiflaus. of the Stirian line of that family, and coufin-german to the 

late emperor ; nor indeed was the empire worth accepting of 

1_ /L. L. — ^ -_!_ _1_ ^ 11 • • 1 r • t 1 • • ® j 

dignity by 

^ _ being the cafe 

with this Frederic or Auftria. The late emprefs put her infant 

fon under his tuition, as the crown of Hungary had been of¬ 
fered to Ladiflaus , king of Poland ; and that of Bohemia , where 
great divisions then fubfifted, to Albert, ele&or of Bavaria , 
who refufed it; while the emperor declared, that he would 
maintain the ngnt of the late emperor’s fon, to both thofe 

crown*. 
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I crowns. The Bohemians , upon this, chofe two adminiftrfltors, 

| one a Hujfitc, and the other, Maifonneuve , a catholic, who 
I of them, protected the fubjects of his own perfuafion, 

| f or fome time, in tolerable quiet. LadiJIaus of Boland con- 
| tinued to afiert his right to the crown of Hungary , and defeat- 
I ed the troops of the emprefs-dowager; but a Bohemian officer, 

| called John Gif or a, ftopt his progrefs. It appears at this time, 

; that the emperor and the great princes of the empire, con- 
I fidered the kingdoms of Hungary apd Bohemia as belonging by 
i hereditary right to the infant LadiJIaus of Aujlria . Cardinal 
! Julian , by order of pope Eugene , endeavoured to bring about a 
: peace, which he did on thefe terms, that the king of Poland 
fhould be the adminiftrator of Hungary during the non-age 
' 0 f LadiJIaus , and fucceed him if he fhould die without 

ifliie. 

The differences between the ftates of PrvJJia and the He fa- 
Teutonic order Hill fubfifted, and were referred to the emperor, vours the 
who gave fentence in favour of the knights, upon which the Teutonic 
ftates acknowledged his Polijh majefty for their king. Frederic , knights j 
like many of his predeceflors, applied himfelf, in the begin¬ 
ning of his reign, to reform and fettle the internal policy 
of the kingdom, and to compofe the differences of the 
church. The council of Bajil had chofen Amadeus duke of 
Savoy for their pope, and he aflumed the name of Felix, and 
both parties courted the friendfhip of the emperor and the 
Germun princes, but they adhered to their neutrality, to the 
great difappointment, both of Felix , and his competitor, 

Eugene. Frederic however had an interview with Felix, who 
offered him his beautiful daughter in marriage, with a fortune 
of 200,000 ducats; but Frederic, though poor, rejected the 
propofal with difdain, faying at the fame time, that <c Felix, 
could he find any one to fell him holinefs, was very willing to 
purchafe it.” About the year 1442, (a period dimnguifhed, 1442. 
if not for the difeovery, for the introduction of printing into 
Europe) Frederic's brother Albert, on pretence that he had 
been wronged in his patrimony, put himfelf at the head of a 
party of free-booters, and ravaged the dominions of the em¬ 
peror, who purchafed his peace from them, by giving them purebnfes 
70,000 ducats, and putting his brother in poffeffion of peace j 
Sitabia and other eftates. The towns of Liibec, Hamburg, 
Lunenburg , and TViJmar , about this time fubmitted to Eric, 
king of Denmark, but he was depofed by his ftates, and the 
duke of Bavaria was chofen in his room, becaufe Eric had 
declared that he would leave his crown to the duke of Pome¬ 


rania. In 1445, Frederic renewed his family pretenffons, 
upon SiviJJerland , and applied for affiftance to the princes of 
the empire; but they refufed to interfere in the quarrel. 

The emperor then engaged Charles VII. of France , to bargains 
fend his fon the dauphin to his affiftance. Charles , glad of that vV i:h 
©pportunity, to get a footing in Alface and the empire, fent Trunce. 
40,000 men, who were encountered by no more than 4000 
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Szulfs. The latter killed double their own number, but were all 
cut in pieces except one m2n, who upon his return home was 


beheaded for cowardice, 
to ferocity and ingratitude 


Such a love of freedom approaches 
. But though the Swifs received 


other checks, the dauphin could get no footing in their 
country, and he feized feme cities in Alface , which explained 
the reafon of his father’s giving him 40,000 men, inftead of 
5000, ns had been flipulated. The emperor Frederic is ac- 
cufed of an indolence at this time, which gave the ambitious 
Ladijlatis of Poland . an opportunity of becoming, king of 
Hungary , in prejudice of the infant Ladijlaus of Aujh'ia. One 
general of the Pollfo Ladijlaus , was the famous Hunniades who 


'(bhla 




Thofe advantages raifetl the cha¬ 


racter of Ladijlaus fo highly, that the 'Turk offered him terms 
very humiliating to his pride and ambition, which Ladijlaus 
accepted of, anti folcmnly fwore to ebferve. The mi ft a ken re¬ 
ligion cf the times, and papal illufion made him imagine, that 
he might be abfolved from the obligation of his oath. He 
broke the treaty, refumed his arms, and in the battle ot 
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invaded Aujl 
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Ladijlaus from the emperor to be < 

t meeting with a rcfufal. the Hun?a> 


and carried their 




and 


Affairs of 


all that, the emperor, v/hofe indolence flill continued, could 
obtain, was a three years truce, through die interefl of the 
count de Cilley. 


almoft 


Bobetr.i . Hi 


Their 


as the 


demanded from the emperor, their king, the young Ladijlaus, 
A troop of free-booters, called Armagvacs , under the dau¬ 
phin of France , under the colour of the late treaty of alliance 
againfl the Sivlfs , by which they had got footing in Alface , 
ravaged the empire, and demanded pay for the 40,000 men 
the French had lent to the emperor, who faid he had only 
contracted for 5000. The difference was compromifed, but 
the Brandcnhurghers who were the mediators, the Imperalifts 
and the French continued flill to ravage Alface , the property 
of which was looked upon as very disputable." Pope Eugene, 
at this time, had cxercifed fome unwarrantable feverities 
againfl the German prelates who adhered to none Felix- 


U # ' 

feverities 


againft 

Frederic 


the German prelates who 
lent his fecrctary, Mne. 


he red to pope Felix. 
Sylvius, to reprimand 


Eugene, who was brought to a fubmifiion, and reverfed the 
demolition he had pronounced againfl the archbifhops of Triers 
and Cologne,. Frederic flill refufed to fend young Ladijlaus 
into Bohemia , where Fodlehrand the HuJJite adminiftrator 


>ps of Friers 
ig Ladijlaus 
dminiflrator 


carried every thing before him, and impriioned Maifonneuve, 
who died in his confinement. The continued indolence of 
the emperor, as to the affairs of war and policy, made Ger¬ 
many at this time a feene of blood and confulion 5 but he fuc- 

ceeded 
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ceeded in terminating the fchifm of the church, by perfuading 

pope Felix to refign his dignity. In 1447, articles under the 
term of Concordat a, were drawn up and agreed to by the em¬ 
peror and the Germanic body, and. approved of by pope 
Nicholas, for putting an end to the grievances which the Gcr- 
man prelates complained of from the fee of Rome. The em¬ 
peror then required the fathers at Baftl to break up their af- 
femblies, and fent a mandate to the magiftrates of that city 
to the fame purpofe. The continuance of the council there 
was too gainful for them to obey, but Frederic making pre¬ 
parations to force them, the fathers removed themfelves to 

Laufanne. 

Albert , marquis of Brandenhurgh , was at this time at war 
with the city of Nuremberg , who very juitly pretended to be 


entirely independent of 


him, 


and both Tides being equally 


powerful and refolute, they puined each other to debility ; 
fo that the emperor at la(t brought them to a reconciliation. 

In 1449, Humuades was defeated by the Turks , and the (fates Hum-iades 


Ui X-/ lt, / --” ' J - -o m - J • --- 

the emperor. Meeting with only evafive answers, they propof- 
ed to elect a king out of their own body. Frederic difliked this 


ted 


meafure, and fent /Eneas Sylvius to Bohemia-, and he not only 
diverted them from their refolution, but brought over Podie- 
brand to Frederic s intereft. The emperor at the fame time 
promiled to fend Ladiflans to Bohemia as foon as he was of 
age to govern. Frederic , by thofe means having gained a fhort 
interval of tranquillity, turned his thoughts towards Italy, 
where the noble dutchy of Milan, upon the death of Philip 
Maria, was torn to pieces, among different claimants. 


'fo 


g 
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Naples , the duke of O 


Al- 


Mi 


natural daughter, together with the A enetians, and thte duke of 
Savoy, were the chief competitors. Sforza, a man of great 
abilities both in war and peace, befieged Milan, and the in¬ 
habitants offered to put themfelves under the protection of the 
emperor; but Frederic being too impotent to defend them. 


they opened the 


Sf 


That prince fought to 


create a mifunderftanding between the pope and the emperor, 
who wanted to receive the Imperial crown at Rome, but it 


Sylvius . 


Mi 


Ladijl 


Hun 
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and he was obliged to employ his brother the duke of Aujlria , 
to quell the infurreCtion, which had got to a great height. 
Frederic, notwithstanding his indolence, was vain and covetous. 
He jet out this year, f«r Italy, attended by young Ladijl. 
and the flower of the Hungarian and 

Venetians had poflefled themfelves of Placentia, Cremona , 

F 2 


The 

and 


Lod 


<•> 



6S 


A GENERAL HISTORY 

Lodi , which had belonged to the Milanefe ; and it was their 
in ter eft to make Frederic their friend. They invited him to 
their city, and prefented him with a magnificent fervice of 
glafs diflies. His jefter by a private intimation fhook the 
table and broke them all to pieces, and the emperor with great 
cool nets obferved, that had the fervice been of gold inftead 
of glafs, they would not have been fubjedf to that misfortune. 
Impotent as Frederic was, fuch was the ftate of Italy at that 
time, that his countenance was of vaft importance to each of 
it’s jarring ftates- At Sienna , he met with the prineefs 
Eleonora of Portugal , to whom he was contracted in marriage; 
but the pope’s legates obliged him, before he entered the do¬ 
minions of the holy See, to take an oath of obfervance of all 
it’s rights and privileges. In his journey to Rome, he inter¬ 
cepted a packet addrelled to the pope, from Eifinger and the 
Upper Auftrians -, complaining of him as a tyrant, and of with¬ 
holding from them their lawful prince, Ladijlaus. Frederic , 
poffbfled of this intelligence, afterwards made fo artful an apo¬ 
logy to the pope, that he entirely gained over the court of 
Rome to his fide. Arriving at Viterbo , the populace endea¬ 
voured to ftrip him and his attendants of all that was about 
them, and it was owing to his own activity and thofe of his 
retinue, that he faved his furniture and jewels from pillage. He 
was received with great magnificence at Rome 9 where, not- 
wichftanding the remonftrances of the Milanefe , he was 
Fhe em- crowned king of Lombardy , and foon after was married to the 

prineefs of Portugal. Before he left Rome he recommended a 


peror 

crowned 
at Rome. Othrnan infidels, 


general confederacy of the Chriftian 


againft 


the 


J>i forcers 


many 


powers 

who were now making an. incredible pro- 
grefs in Europe as well as Afia. He left Italy with the grief of not 
being able to refume the noble pofleflions there, that had for¬ 
merly belonged to his predeccflbrs in the empire. All he could 
do, was to extort fome money from different ftates for the 
liberty of ufing his name. 

When Frederic returned to Germany he found the Auflriam 

of Go-- ° an ^ ^ : ^ smians i n arms under Eifinger , who befieged him in 

Ncujlad , and compelled him to agree to give up Ladijlaus to 
the tuition of the count of Gilley his uncle. This produced a 
rivalfhip between that count and Eifinger , who abting on more 
popular principles, drove the count from his guardianship, 
and folemnly crowned Ladijlaus at Prague. This period is 
fatally diftinguifhed by the lofs of Conjlantinoplc , which v/as 
taken by the Othrnan Sultan , Mohammed II. The German 
princes were then difunited among themfelves, and regardlefs 
of the emperor; fo that though their common danger obliged 
them to hold many diets, they came to no unanimous refoiu- 
tion for flopping the progrefs of the infidels. Hun 
Hungary was ftill the bulwark of Germany. 
there fent him fomc reinforcements, which affifted 
railing the fiege of Belgrade , and giving a dreadful overthrow 
to the Turks. His death, which happened a few days after the 
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' aftion, threw the chriftians into the utmoft confternation; 
out of which the pope wanted to recover them, but the indo¬ 
lent Frederic remained infenfible of his own and his country’s 
I danger. Calixtus III. was then pope, and the German na- 
I tion in general complained of the venality and tyranny that it 
; fuffercd from him and his predeceffors. Thofe were fo flagrant, 
that even Frederic was roufed out of his lethcrgy, and would 
have joined the princes, had not /Eneas Sylvias artfully dii- 
pofed his minifters to favour the court of Rome. 

After Ladif.aus was freed from his pupilage, he 
ed the manner in which he had been treated by his guar¬ 
dian the emperor, fo much that a war enfued, and the pope 
prevailed upon the duke of Bavaria to be the mediator be¬ 
tween them. Ladijlaus, at this time, was contracted to 
Magdalen daughter to the king of France ; but before the ccn- 
' fummation of the marriage, he died at Prague. Two compe- 
’ titors for the crown of Bohemia, both of them fufpeCted of h«i- 
: ving poifoned the late king, ftarted up. The one was Rockh-ane, 

[ a violent HuJJite , and the other Podiebrad, who was chofen, 
though the emperor, the duke of Saxony , prince Cafimir, and 
feveral other princes pretended a right to that fucceffion. The 
count de Gilley had been murdered in' Hungary. The two 
eldeftfons of the great Hunniacles had been beheaded, and the 
: third, Matthias , was a prifoner in Bohemia on that account. 

Upon the death of Ladijlaus, the Hungarians in gratitude chofe 
Matthias for their king, and Podichrand fet him at liberty on 
the condition of his marrying his daughter. The dominions 
of the Upper Aujiria , which had belonged to Ladijlaus, next 
came in difpute, between the emperor, his brother Albert , and 
Sigifmuud, count of Tirol ; but after much bloodfhed and ra¬ 
vages, each had a portion of the fucceffion affigned to him, 
by the mediation of Lewis count Palatine. 

/Eneas Sylvius the aCtive agent of the emperor, and the for- A crufade 
miclable oppofer of the papal power, was now chofen pope, ntjairiftthe 
and affumed the name of Pius II. He was zealous for the Tu L, bat 
union of the chriftian princes againft the Turks, but their dif- fruitlefs. 
unions, particularly thofe of the German princes, prevented it. 

The German empire was now environed with 
Chrijliern , king of Denmark , had feized upon the dutchies of 
Holjhin , and Slefwic, but did homage for them to the em¬ 
peror. Podicbrand in Bohemia , found ftrong oppofition to his 
eledive fovereignty, and the Hungarians were fo fuperftitious, 
that they repented their choice of Hunniades for their king, 
becaufe Frederic detained from him the Hungarian crown, an 
implement of his inauguration. The 
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pope preached up a 
ci ufade againft the Turks ; but no regard was paid to it among 
the princes of Europe ; and the indolence of the emperor 
Frederic was fuch, that the princes of Germany deliberated 
upon fetting him afide. But though indolent as to the affairs 
of the empire, Frederic was far from being fo with regard tq 
the uuerefts of his own family; for in 1453, he prepared to 
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ere ct Avjlria into an archdutchy. The duke of Burgundy attend, 
ed the diet of the empire, and being then one of the mo# power, 
fil princes in Europe, he offered to head a crufade again# the 
Turks. Crufades were not then, as formerly, expeditions of 
vanity and ridiculous enthufiafm, but meafures of felf-dc fence 
again# an infidel power, that threatened to fubjugate all CbriJ}, 
endow ; but the princes of the empire and of Europe, were too 
much engaged in their own quarrels to mind the exhortations 
of his holinefs. The emperor would gladly have feconded 
him. hut he was become fo much defpifed, that he was oblig 

. 1 /• . • t * 1 • • I 
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for the prefervation of his own dignity, to have recourfe 
to the friend (hip of Albert of Brandenburg, in fhort, nothing 
but tlie diflentions of the princes of the empire among them- 
felves, could at this time have kept Frederic upon the Imperii 
throne. 

D:formers They a£led in all refpecls as if they had no head. Lcnii 

duke of B.ivaria-Landjbnt , fupported by other electors and 
princes, look the town of Doiunvert. Frederic complained of 
his difrefpedl to a diet held at Nuremberg. By their a fli fiance 
he railed troops, and gave the command of them to the 


of the em¬ 


pire. 


Brandenburg A dailies, who a died with vafl fpirit and prudence, 
and retook Donaivcrt from the Bavarian. The latter appealed 
to a diet of Nuremberg $ but his behaviour there, in tearing 
the patent of his office before the emperor’s face, gave Frederic , 
linlefs as he was, fo much offence, that he put him to the ban 
of the empire. The HuJJites of Bohemia, Aujlria , and Ba¬ 
varia, took part v/ith the Bavarian : who after a three year; 

was joined by many other rcfpcdlable princes of the 
and at la# utterly defeated the Brandcnburr Achilles 


v/a r 


3D if; ute= 


a'iout 


i h - 


empire, 

to whom the execution of the Imperial ban was committc 
Podicbrand king of Bohemia, interpofed for peace, which was 
at la# brought about in a treaty at Prague, 
vantage and honour of the Bavarian. 

Dicthric, count of Yjembcurg , and Adolph 
of NefFau, were st this tint 


\ - j - ------ -- 

greatly to the ad- 


V< r\ ^ | Cr x 


. --.- M , competitors for the arch¬ 

arch' if;.-.- - bifhopric of Mcntz, and both maintained their pretenfions by 
pric of force of arms. Dicthric was favoured by the canons, as 
Ken.z. Adolphus was by the pope ; but Dicthric was obliged to give 

way to the prevailing fortune of his nntagoni#. As if there 

quarrel 


a 


h.;d been no end to the troubles of the empire, 
broV" out between the emperor and his brother, Albert of 

on pre- 
the fuc- 


Anjl.ia , who was fupported by the houfe of Bavaria, 
tence of Albert having been wronged in his fit a re of 

and of the emperor violating the privileges of the 
Arjirlans. The king of Bohemia would gladly have made 
up th'-. quarrel like wife; but though he obtained a fhort ccf- 


r-. • 

Id - 

|/vu 


Been hcfiilities, they broke out afrefh, and Albert ap- 


of that city was divided, fome favouring Albert, and fome the 
emperor; but Albert was obliged to retreat, and Frederic , up¬ 
on certain conditions, vyas admitted into that capital. Here 

behaving 
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behaving in an arbitrary manner he loft all his authority, efpe- 
cially after the inhabitants found he had not money, either to 
pay his foldiers, or to reduce a body of free-booters who in- 
fulted him and ravaged the country, becaufe they had been de¬ 
frauded of their pay- The emperor demanded a fum from the 
inhabitants of Vienna , but they were lo far from complying, -j^e em _ 
that they ran to arms, and drove him, his emprefs, and his „ eror ]j e _ 
young fon Maximilian , into the caftle, which the infurgents j 

either would have taken, or ftarved all within it to death, had Viai 
not Podiebrand interpofed, and effected an accommodation 
between the two brothers, upon terms to which neither of 
them would ftand. Frederic refufed to fuffer his brother to be 
governor of Lower Aujlria , in which Vienna was compre¬ 
hended, and Albert refufed to reftore what he had taken from 
the emperor. 

The other princes of Aujlria , the duke of Bavaria , the 
emprefs, and the pope, endeavoured to bring about a recon¬ 
ciliation ; but all was to no purpofe, and Albert at length 
beat his troops in the field. It is difficult to fay, what the 
event might have been, had not Albert died fuddenly, by 


iva . 


which the emperor remained in peaceable poffefiion of die dis¬ 
puted territories* Thofe wars lafted till the year 1464, when 
the Hungarians , without regard to the houfe of Aujlria , chofe 
for their king, Matthias Cervinus , the fon of their brave de- Matthias 
fender Hunniadcs. The emperor claimed that throne by he- Cor minus 
reditary right, and not only detained in his own jcwel-houfe cnofen 

without which the Hungarians thought king of 


the facred crown, 
their election invalid, but declared war agai.nft them. 


In this Hungary 


he only expofed his own weaknefs ; for Matthias infilling 
upon the crown, Frederic was obliged to give it up, and to 
enter into a kind of family compabt, by which the kingdom 
was to return to the houfe of Aujlria , in cafe the race of the 
Hunniadcs fliould become extinbt. In Ihort, Frederic adopted 
Matthias for his fon, and Matthias acknowledged Frederic for 
his father. 

In the year 1465, the progrefs of the Turks , who had 146c. 
now conquered Conjlantinople , was fo formidable, that pope ^ . .* 

Paul II. demanded of the empire 32,coo troops, as it’s con- \°! m ' d ” 
tingent to ferve againft thofe infidels. He made alike demand of 3 J H?" 
the king of Denmark , but neither of them was complied with, S ,c s 0 
and Scanderbeg , the brave prince of Albania , was left to op- the ur s * 
pole the Turks. Denmark was engaged in a civil war, and the 
pope himfelf had in a manner di fabled the Germans from taking 


the field againft any enemy, but their own countrymen. Podie¬ 
brand efpoufed the caufe of the Hujjitcs fo warmly, that he 
adopted the worft part of popery by perfecuting papifts \ for he 
punilhed flich of his fubjects as refufed to communicate in 
both kinds ; for which he was excommunicated by the pope, 
and his fubjects were abfolved from their allegiance. Thus his 
holinefs, inftead of fucceeding in eppofing the Turks , armed 
the chriftians againft one another. He ifilled his bulls for a 


F 4 


cruiade 



7 2 


A GENERAL HISTORY 


crufade againft Podicbrand , and gave his crown to Matth 
A Hairs of Corvinus. While Bohemia was thus involved in war, the ei 
£ .hernia peror fucceeded in effecting a reconciliation between the 


Poles and 


Teutonic 


who acknowledged them- 
felves feudatory to the king of Poland. The indolence and 
impotence of the emperor at this time was fuch, that he fuf- 
fered Philip duke of Burgundy to annex the dutch y of Lunen - 
and L':cge. burg to his dominions, and the inhabitants of Liege to rebel 

againft their bifhop, who was fupported by Philip and Charles 
the dukes of Burgundy. The Liegeois were entirely defeated 
by duke Charles , who made an abfolute conqueft of their 
city, apd laid the bifhopric under fevere contributions. 

The catholics of Bohemia , though glad of the pretext of 
the papal bulls for withdrawing their allegiance from Podk- 
brand , could not agree among themfelves who was to fucceed 
him. The king of Hungary had declined the pope’s offer, for 
fear of difobliging the emperor. . A diet was held at Nurem¬ 
berg to deliberate on the ftate of Bohemia^ and a war with the 
Turks. Here Podicbrand ’s intereft appeared to be very ftrong, 
and fome of the princes propofmg, that Podiebrand’s crown 
ftiould be given to the emperor; the powerful duke of Bam - 


Diet of 

An re vi¬ 
le/ o. 


Land (hut 


Imp 


All therefore that 


was done in the diet; was to vote zo,ooo men to ferve againft 
the Turks. It now appeared that Frederic had an eye upon 
the kingdom of Bohemia for himfelf; but when the crown was 
offered him by the Bohemian and Moravian catholics, the 
pope prevailed with Matthias to enter thole countries at the 
bead of an army, where he committed great ravages. He was, 
however, fevcral times beat; and after having had a perfonal 
interview with Podicbrand , in fight of the two armies, he re¬ 


ft 


The 


aftemblies, and holding diets, for reftoring peace among the 
princes and ftates of the empire, but all was to no purpofe, 
their intcrcfts being incompatible ; and Podicbrand ftill refuted 
to give that toleration to the catholics, for which his own 
party, the Ilnjjitcs , had but a few years before bravely con¬ 
tended. Differences ftill continued between the duke of 
Bavaria-Land/leut and the eledlor of Brandenburg ; Sigifmund 
duke of Aujlria^ was at perpetual war with the Stvifs cantons, 
nnd i-ViR Liegeois tired of the Burgundian yoke, broke into 

where they made their own biftiop prifoner, butch- 
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ered the canons, and were guilty of a thoufand other bar- 

by the duk 


barities. T 1 


e 


D'd-e of Charles cf Burgundy , who fufpecting that Leiuis XL of 
BurruiJj France had privately fomented the revolt, in a manner forced 
lubd-icL that prince to ferve as a voluntier in his army, with which he 
Luge, entered Liege , and after ordering the inhabitants to be put to 

the fword without diftinciion of fax or age, he laid their city 
in allies, and proceeded in the fame manner in the county of 


Franchscar.gt'e . 


The emperor feemed infenfib 


calamities; 
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calamities ; bat under fome devotional pretext, he undertook 
a journey to Rome, where he held fome idle converfations with 
the pope, about the means of oppofing the Turks, and then 
returned to Germany, where he found every thing in greater 
confufion than ever. 

Hunniades had renewed his inroads into Bohemia and Mora¬ 
via, and the duke of Burgundy, by far the molt powerful prince and i-i- 
in the continent of Europe , was forming parties among the prin- rrigucs to 
ces of the empire, to bechofen king of the Romans ; in which be chuku 


kino of 


U7* 


he probably would have fucceeded, had he not t.cen fecretly 
thwarted by Lewis XL Podiebrand, ftill maintained himlcif the R-.-y 
on the throne of Bohemia ; and the emperor, wliofe iniereft >n-.un. 
it was to check Matthias, perfuaded him to hold an aflembly 
of the ftates at Prague. There Podiebrand propofed, in pre¬ 
judice of his own family, that the f'ucceffion of the crown 
fhould be fettled upon Ladijhus, fon to Cafmiir king of Po¬ 
land. So difinterefted a propofal was embraced by all parties, 
and Podiebrand again defeated Matthias, and drove him out of 
Bohemia. In a diet at this time, which was held at RatiJInn, 
at which ambafladors from the duke of Burgundy affifted, fome 
very vigorous meafures againft the Turks we/e propofed and 
agreed to; but all of them were ineffectual, becaufe the 
head of the empire had neither the fpirit to fupport or to exe¬ 
cute them. In the year 1471, died Podiebrand king of Bo¬ 
hemia, and Ladijlaus, who was no more than fifteen years of Death of 
age, was crowned at Prague, notwithllanding a vigorous op- Podie- 
pofition made to him by the party of Matthias. The death of b< a»d 
pope Paul lucceeded loon after, and he was fucceeded by king of 
Sixtus IV. who renewed all the vigorous efforts of his pre- Bohemia , 
deceffor for a general war againft the Turks , but they were 
again damped by the emperor, whofe natural indolence on this 
occafion, was greatly influenced by political and family con- 
fiderations. 

The duke of Burgundy ftill continued his intrigues, to be 
chofen king of the Romans ; but befides the oppofttion he 
met with from the emperor and the French king, the princes 
of the empire diftiked fo powerful a head. The duke then 
treated with the emperor to be made king of Burgundy, and 
vicar of the empire in thofe parts, and to give his only daugh- Marriage 
ter Mary in marriage to young Maximilian. He thought of Max'm 
himfelf lo fecure of fucceeding in this negotiation, that he re- miitqn 
paired to Triers with.all the regal ornaments for his corona- the 

The emperor feemed to agree to the match, but inti- hebefs of 
mated, that it ought to take place before the coronation. Burgundy, 
Charles demurred to this, but at laft agreed to perform ho- propofed. 
mage for Guelderland, and the other places he held of the em- 


tion. 


pire ; the emperor confenting to crown him next day. The 
homage was performed, but the emperor evaded the corona¬ 
tion, by hurrying off to Cologne . This behaviour created 
various lpecuhrions. Some have thought, that Frederic was 
influenced by the French king, others, that he \v£S incer.led 

at 
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at Charles affuming the arms of Aujlrla , becaufe he had pur. 
chafed from Sigifmund part of the dominions of that houfe; 
but the moll probable opinion is, that he had reafon to be¬ 
lieve, if Charles was crowned, he would difregard the perfor¬ 
mance of the match. Be this as it will, it is certain, that 
he profecuted his views with unrelenting ardour. He took 
part with the count Palatine , who difputed the archbifhopric 
of Cologne, with Herman landgrave of HejJ'e, and beficged the 
town of Nuys, which was bravely defended by Herman , fora 
whole year, when he raifed the fiege, being partly obliged to 
it by the troops of the empire, and partly by the remon- 
ftrances of the Englifh. The power of Charles encreafing 
every day, and the empire declining to make themfelves a 
party againft him, with the French king, the latter found 
means to 


Auft 


engage 


the duke of Lor rain, Sigifmund 


the Swifs cantons, and fome other ftates in a 


confederacy againft him. This was the commencement of 


AIL 


Hag 


Ha 


to Bril, 
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where he was feized upon by the garrifon and the inhabitants, 
and being formally tried and condemned, for a defign he had 
formed to mafiacre the natives, and for the murders he had 
rpu.-v dp- already committed; his head was publicly cut off by torch 
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feat, and 


light. The 
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kill Char let thered ftrength, not only from the apprehenfions the confc* 
duke of ratcs entertained of his power, but of his cruel ferocious dif- 
Burgttr.dy. pofition. The Swift every where defeated his generals, and 
* he himfelf taking the field in 1477, loft two brothers, and in a 

r 1 t • t r 1.1 _ x: tr.i 

day 

unon the ice. O 

I 

his dominions, as had been difmembered from his crown, on 
pretence that they could not be inherited by a female. The 
inhabitants of Ghent, laid hold of his daughter to prevent her 
being married to the dauphin of France. Upon the death of 


\ l # f * * 

fecond, which was fought near Nancy, he was again dele a ter 
and being mortally wounded, he was found dead next da 
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'doipl 
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Guelder I and ., whom the Ghentois de firmed 


to be her hufband, many rivals appeared for her hand- 
Among others, was the Englijlo carl of Rivers , whofe birth was 
not thought to be fufficicntly illuftrious to merit that honour; 
her fuhjects were ftiJl avede to her matching ■with the dau¬ 
phin ; fhe herfelf hated the fon of the duke of Chvcs , another 
of her lovers, and during that indccifion, Frederic re 


renewed 


his claim 


Maximi'i- “ I! ^ P ai 


m man; c" 


the belief; ^ 


fav 


ii in favour of his fon Maximilian , to whofe perfon 
•ts nothing could be objected. His addreffes were 


Maxim 


or f u -- 

gundy. 


con lent, by the mother’s prepoflcfHon in his fav 
all, by her own inclinations. 


our, but above 

The 



75 


O F T H E 


ORLD 


The marriage being celebrated and confummated, though 
his education bad been neglected through his father’s fordid 
avarice and indolence, Maximilian fliewed great talents for 


government, by taking part with the Flemings againd the 
French' king, who was obliged to reftore to him Que/noy and 
Bottchahu The war continued {till to rage in Bohemia , where 
Matthias Icing of Hungary defeated Cajimir king of Poland % Hh fuc- 
but upon the interpolation of the pope, a ccmpromife was cedes in 
made, by which, Matthias was fuffered to retain the title of;h c ] 0 \v 
king of Bohemia , during his life time, together with the pof- countries, 
fcfiion of Moravia and Silcjia ; but the fovereignty of the 
kingdom was to remain with young Ladiftaus, whom, in cafe 
of his dying without ifiue, Matthias was to fucceed. The 
emperor relented this treaty, but made no preparations for 
war, and was quite unprovided when he was befieged in 
Vienna, the capital of his hereditary dominions, by Matthias , 
from whom he was forced to purchafe his peace, by renounc¬ 
ing all claims upon Hungary, befides paying Matthias 1 

and ffivinsr him the inveftiture of all his Bohemian 


0,000 


crowns, 
e dates. 

a bled from abiding his fon Maximilian , who was then at war 


giving 
Frederic by thofi 


concedions, pretended to be dif- 


with the French king; but being unfupported, he had the 
word in the difpute. Maximilian applied to the diet of the 


empire at Nuremberg , where he exhorted the princes to arm 


againd Lewis , who 


thought 


proper to yield up Cambray , 


Bouchain , and .^ucfnoy, which had been formerly under the 
protection of the empire, and Maximilian, about the fame 
time, found means to fix the Liegcois in his intered. 

The Turks, in the mean while, had taken Otranto ,which made Death of 
the pope tremble in the Vatican at Rome, and new propofals the Turk- 
for confederacies againd them were fet on foot, when Mo - fo ern- 
k an lined the lid died at Nicomcdia , jud as he was meditating peror. 
an irruption into Germany through Hungary. While thole 
great events were depending, Maximilian was carrying on 
mod profperous war againd the French in the Loiv Countries, 
for the recovery of all that had been difmembered from the 
dutchy of Burgundy ; and his progrefs was fo rapid, that Lewis 
thought fit to employ the famous hidorian Philip de Comines, 
to fet on foot a negotiation, which probably would have been 
ineffectual, had it not been for the fudden death of the Affairs of 


<1 


dutchefs of Burgundy, Maximilian s wife, who left behind her Burgundy 
a fon, Philip, and a daughter, Margaret. Great difputes, the 
particulars of which are foreign to this part of our work, hap¬ 
pened about the guardianfhip of the young prince and prin- 
cefs ; and Maximilian ’s government now began to be dbgudful 
to the Flemings , who complained that he gave ail their bed 
pods and places to foreigners. This difpute terminated in 
the revolt of the cities of Ghent and Bruges, who fecured the 
perfon of young Philip, and called the French king, Charles 
the Vlllthj to their abidance. At lad, after a three years 

ruinous 
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ruinous war, Maximilian, upon certain terms, was fuffered tc 
remain tutor to his fon. 


1485. 

and the 
¥irtl j'e. 


Albert of Bavaria , 


u 


le eftates of Landfp 
terminated without bloodftied. Albert th 


Chrijloph 


to his authority ; 


and having married 


Imperial city, to fubmit 

Cuni gun da, the cm- 


he received in dowry with her the Firolefe 
ifmnnd, to the great difguft of the emperor 


who had not been privy to the match. Matthias, king 
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a dilagreeable repulfc from the emperor, who continued to 
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Hun 


made a powerful ir¬ 


ruption into Aujlria, where he made himfelf mailer of all 
the ftrong places, excepting Corncnbourg and Vienna . Frederic 
retired to Gratz , where he convened his eftates; but they 
heard his complaints without relieving him, bccaufe they 
The Unit- knew him to be pofleiied of vaftfums. Seeing, however, that he 

was on the point of lofing all his hereditary dominions, he raifed 
an army, which marched to the relief of Cornenhourg, then 


gar:<t?ts 

M>nouer 


Aujlria. befiegcd by Hazi, a Hung 


general, who defeated his 


troops, and refumed the fiege of the place, which was at laft 
obliged to furrender. Matthias then aflembling his army, be- 


Neujladt 


A diet at 

Franck- 


The 


Audi 


the 


emperor 

beheld thofe calamities of his dominions, were amazing; but 


fort, where the other princes of the empire beginning to be afraid of 
Maxima- Matthias , he was obliged fir ft to agree to a truce, and then to 
an is cho- a11 accommodation, by which he was to keep pofleflion of 
ten king Aujlria till he was rcimburfed in the expences of the war, and 
of the Rc- f° r certain other demands he had upon Frederic. The latter 
, was, at this time, paying a vifit to his fon Maximilian in the 

Low Countries , and upon his return, he beftowed the invef- 


''Juliers and Bergau , upon IVilliam 


The 


_. eror then held a diet at Franckfort, where his fon Maxi¬ 
milian was chofen, and afterwards crowned at Aix-la-Chapelle 
king of the Romans. The king of Bohemia refented his not 
having been invited to the ceremony, but the other electors 
found means to appeafe him, by authentically recognizing the 
validity cf his vote. It is faid that Frederic was far from being 
fond of his fon’s elevation, being afraid of the activity of his 
fpirit 

fairs of Germany , he lent him a body of troops to fupport 
himfelf in Flanders againft the French. They 


Tokeephirn as much aloof as pofiible from the af- 


diforders in that country, where the inhabitants were greatly 
difeontented that the education of their young fovereign was 
frufted entirely to the dutchcfs dowager of Burgundy , lifter to 
j Edward the i V th of England, and other foreigners. Their 
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) counts, that when the ftates of Flanders affembled at Bruges, He is iiru 
I they imprifoned Maximilian in the caftle, and beheaded four prifoned 
1 0 f his chief counfellors. The inhabitants of Ghent followed at Bruges, 
I their example, by beheading ten others for being acceflary to 
I Maximilian entering their city with too ftrong an armed force. 

I The ftates were convened at Mechlin, in the name of young 
I Philip, to deliberate on his father’s enlargement; but inftead 
r of that, they brought againft him very heavy accufations. 

The pope and the emperor were obliged to interpofe, and 
|Maximilian , after fuffering ten months imprifonment, was 
inotfet at liberty till he figned a treaty by which he confirmed hut deli— 

1 the rights of the Flemings . Soon after he arrived at Brabant , vered. 
and being joined by his father, the dukes of Saxony , Bavaria , 

' Brunfwic , Brandenburgh , and other princes of the empire, he 
; retraced what he had done. They endeavoured to bring the 
; duke of Cleves , who was the fworn guardian of Maximilian s 
i engagements, to be of their party; but like a man of honour, 
Ihewithftood all follicitations and threatenings; and w r as, by 
; the emperor, moil; folemnly put to the ban of the empire. 

- Frederic then befieged Ghent , but was obliged to give over his 
enterprize on account of a new invafion of Anflria by the 
'* Hungarians. On his return to Germany , having left the com- 
. mand of his army to the duke of Saxony , he erected Anflria 
into an archdutchy, the firft duke being Philip , Maximilians 
fan. 

■ 

The Hungarians had been provoked at the non-payment of War bc- 
the fubfidies lately ftipulated by Frederic , and a negotiation tween the 
was fet on foot between him and Matthias , who then lay in a Hungan- 
very declining ftate of health at Vienna , of which he {till kept am and 
poflefiion, Matthias , inftead of abating, rofe in his demands ; Aujhians . 
Maximilian was for pure haling peace on any terms, and for 
clearing Anflria of the Hungarians . This created a coldnefs 
between him and his father, who every day expected the 
death of Matthias ; which, accordingly happening, inftead of 
purchafing peace, he laid claim to the throne of Hungary , 
ui which he was fupported by many of the German princes, 
liie Hungarians, on the other hand, elected for their king, Lahifiaus 
Ifdiftaus king of Bohemia, and he purchafed peace of Frede- elected 


; ic for ioo,coo florins. A family compaft, at the fame time, king of 
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m cafe i.adijlaus fhould die without legitimate children. 
di r,Cy though a prince of very moderate parts, by perfeverance 
in an obit nare attachment to avarice and his family intereft, 
did great things, of which his uofteritv found the benefit. 
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aire, the execution of which he committed to ria put to 
Brandenburg -h ; but he found hivnfclf unable to the ban 
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his father’s fordid meafures, and at laft prevailed fo far, that 
the city of Ratijbon , which had been put to the ban of the 

empire for taking part with Bavaria, was re-enfranchifed. 
The diftrid of Abenfperg was given to the duke of Bavaria , 
together with a fum of money, as a dowry with the princefs 
Cunigunda , upon his ceding the TiroleJ'e to the emperor. 

Charles VliL was then on the throne of France, and, like the 
emperor, was intent on the aggrandizement of his own family j 
and a contract had been entered into between him and Mar¬ 
garet, Maximilian s daughter, which he fought to break, 
and to marry the heirefs of Britany, who had been actually 
married to Maximilian , though the nuptials never had been 
confummated. With this view, he ifivaded Brittany , and made 
himfelf matter of the perfon of the dutchefs, whom he mar¬ 
ried, the pope difpenfing with his former contract. Maximi¬ 
lian , thus difappointed of his bride, and his pride wounded in 
the affront offered to his daughter, was exafperated beyond ail 
meafure, and appealed to the princes of the empire and the 
Swifs for affxffance to repair his injured honour ; but a peace 
was concluded at Sends ; and Margaret , who had been edu¬ 
cated at the French court, was fent to her brother the arch¬ 
duke; but the French king gave up to Maximilian the counties 
of Artois and Burgundy , retaining four cities in the former 
tili Philip was of age to ratify the agreement. Ladjlam , 
whole father Cq/hnir , king of Poland, died in 1492, continued 
to reign peaceably over Hungary and Bohemia, and the em¬ 
peror having fo vigorouily, to the furprize of all German y, 
exerted himfelf ageinff the houfe of Bavaria, was preparing 
to pal's the reft of his days in fequeftered tranquillity, when he 
was attacked by a diffemper from his indulging himfelf too 
much in eating of melons, which carried him off in the 79th 
year of his age, in the year 1493. Before his death, a mor¬ 
tification happening in his leg, it was amputated ; and he 
had, for foinc time, amufed himfelf with the ftudy of chemi- 
ftry, aflrology, and other fafhionable deceptions, which in 
Germany go under the name of learning. 

This emperor, though as to his genius he was an abjccl 
being, railed his family to the amazing grandeur it now en¬ 
joys by his provident meafures, all which have fucceedcd. 
Though far from being warlike, he was quarrelfome, and he 
had ambition without refolution to fupport it. He was re¬ 
markably abffemious, fo that being always mafter of his fa¬ 
culties, he employed the low natural talents he enjoyed to 
great advantage. The greateft happinefs of his life, was his 
indulging his fondnefs for the grandeur of the houfe of Art/- 
tria ; and he chofe for his device the five vowels, a, e, i, 0, u ; 
the initials of which lead to the words, Aujlrits cjl unperare 
arid univerfo: in EnA'tjh, It belongs to Aujlria to command 
the whole world. The Englijh of the infeription on his tomb 
at Vienna is as follows: “ Frederic III. emperor, pious, au- 
“ guff, fovereign of Chrifiendom , king of Hungary , Dalwa- 

“ tia , 
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a f \ a Croatia, archduke of Aujlria , duke of Stir'a, Carin- 
>« t i)^ and Car mold ; count, prince of Hapfperg and Tirol, 
« landgrave of Aljatia, prince of Suabia , marquis, &c. a 
« prince moft religious, who governed the empire 38 years with 
■« meat wifdom and moderation; and who, by the emperor 
;« Maximilian, his fon, to the moft ferene lady 'Mary, daugh- 
u ter anc l heirefs to Charles, duke of Burgundy , has united 
a t0 the houfe of Au/lria , all the dutchies, provinces, Jord- 
“ flips, and demelns which that duke poiTeffed by fea and 
« laad^ and which the emperor Maximilian preferves with his 

“ fv/ord.” 
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Philip, and having been c 
ture, which, till the tenth year of his age, made him be con- 
fidered as an idect, he was looked on as a prodigy, becaul’e lie 
knew feveral languages, could fpenk and write fluently, and 
was brave and active in perfon. To do him juffice, he efta- 
blilhed academies, or prevailed with other princes to eftablifli 
them, all over the empire; and he was fo vigorous in his pre¬ 
parations againft the Turks after his accelfion to the Imperial 


fon 
na- Lcik. 


married Blands Maria , 
furnamed the Moor, dm 


Sfo 
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dowry 46. ,cco ducats, about eye,000 /. but he privately con¬ 
ferred the inveftiture of Milan upon the Moor, wlio was fufi- 
pecied of having poiioneri his ward, the Ion of his elder bro¬ 
ther. Maximilian's Ion Philip, was at this time confidered as 
the hereditary prince of the Low Countries , and the deputies 
of their ftates had taken an oath of fidelity to him as their 
governor. 

The revival of literature, and the diicovery of printing, Son 
with the introduction of gunpowder, and many other ufeful die cr 
arts, had given, at this linw, a new face, not only to Germany, p| ! 
but to all Europe. Maximilian he 1 d a diet at IVorms , where lie ot I- 
fixed the Imperial chamber, but he could not prevail upon the 
princes, either to engage in a war with the ‘links, or to op - 
pofe the progrefs of the French in Italy , under Charles the 
VUIth, who laid claim to the crown of Naples, and they con¬ 
fined their deliberations entirely to the internal tranquillity ot 
Germany. The Suabian confederacy, which had been formed 
for preferring the peace of the empire, and was now very 
powerful, was con finned. Jrinembury wa: 
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dutchy ; Sforza* s inveftiture was ratified; and Rene, duke ol 
Lor rain, who claimed at the fame time to be king of Jerufa- 
Inn and Sicily, took an oath of fealty to the emperor, after 
a particular form, and received the inveftiture of the domi« 
nions, for which he paid homage. As this duke had a ftrong 
claim upon Naples , Maximilian offered to fupport him in it, 
if he would join him in a war againft France ; but Rene de¬ 
clined the terms. Upon the whole, all that the ftates of the 
empire could be brought to, was, a refolution to defend theni- 
felves if attacked by the French , who had, by this time, made 
themfelves matters of Naples , Sienna , and Florence. Their 
rapid progrefs gave rife to a confederacy, in which Maxima 
Maximil;- Han, the pope, and other princes of Italy, were parties againft 
tin marries Charles. Maximilian took that opportunity of marrying his 
bis icn to fo n Philip to the infanta 'Joanna, daughter to the king and 
the heirefs queen of Arragon, Cajlile and Naples ; a match which had 
of Ca/Jile. afterwards great and unexpected confequences. 

Vidtory of Charles , to prevent the ill ef Feeds of this confederacy, fetout 
the French for France, and defeated the allies at Fornova , about four miles 
at Forno- diftant from Parma-, but being obliged to take law from his 

Swifs mercenaries, he clapt up a peace, and returned to his 
own kingdom ; upon which Ferdinand , the catholic king, re¬ 
covered Naples. Maximilian, dazzled with the promifes made 
him by Levels the Moor, paffed the Alps with an army, which 
was too weak to do much more than pull down the French , 
and ere& the Imperial arms at Pifa. He then attempted to 
befiege Leghorn, but being unfupported by the princes of the 
empire, he grew defpicable in the eyes of the Italians, and re¬ 
turned to Germany , where the princes, in two diets held at 
Af'.irs of Lin data and Worms, ftill refufed to join his fehemes. On the 

contrary, the eleclor of Mentz pathetically lamented the dif- 
- ordered ftate of the empire, and the great mafter of the Teu¬ 
tonic order complained that the Prujjians had defolatcd Livo¬ 
nia. Maximilian s weaknefs induced the Fricjlanders and 
Gueldrians to affert their independency upon the emperor and 
the empire, and Maximilian, to reduce them, appointed the 
duke of Saxony their podefta or governor ; but the Fricjlanders 
drove him out of their country, and called to their aftiftance 
the duke of Guelder,'and. Maximilian, in a diet held at Fri¬ 
bourg, complained of the Frieflanders as well as the Swifs , for 
having violated the Suubiun confederacy ; hut could meet with 
no effectual fatisfaclion. The Poles applied to the diet for af- 
fiftancc againft ihe Turks, and the princes recommended them 
to the pope, whole agent had moft iniquitouflv raifed im- 
menfe fums in Germany, which they defired fhould be employed 
for the relief of Poland. The diet complained likewife of the 
extortions of the papal minifters in Germany, and threatened 
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railed to fupport the war againft the infidels, and were guilty Co 
of the moft infamous venality, alienated the minds of the on of ths 


Germans from the holy fee 


long 


before Luther appeared. Courc of 
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Maximilian , by this time, had difappointed his fubje£ts in Rom. 
the high opinion which they had entertained of his abilities, 
upon his acceffion to the Imperial throne. He rendered the 
podeftalhip or praefecture of Friefland , hereditary in 
duke of Saxony a family ; but the Friejlanders flood by their 
antient privileges, and refufed to fubmit to his government. 

Maximilian had neither money nor troops, at this time, to 
maintain his authority. Lewis the Xllth, who had fucceeded 
Charles in the French throne, laid ftrong claim to the dutchy 
of Milan ; and Lewis the Moor called upon Maximilian for 
affiftance. All that the latter could do, was to foment the 
jealoufy of the neighbouring princes againft France ; and he 
particularly encouraged his fon Philipp archduke of Aujlria 
who was in reality more powerful than himfelf, to reclaim th 
remainder of the Burgundian fucceffion, which was ftill with¬ 
held by France ; and in this, Philip was, in part, fuccefsful. 

Maximilian , at this time, was miferably diftradted between Ditagree- 
his engagements with Lewis the Moor, of Milan , and the re- able fitua- 
beliion (as he called it) of the Friejlanders. He claimed non of 
Fricjland by virtue of the laft duke’s will, and, likewife, of M x mi- 
a pecuniary consideration he had paid ; but he was oppofed by Han. 

Charles of Egmont , the grandfon of that duke. While he was 
endeavouring to reduce him, the Szvifs , inftigated by the 
French king, invaded Aujlria , and defeated the emperor’s 
troops in a great battle near Bregentz. That brave people, 
every day, became more and more averfe to the houfe of 
Aujlria , and worded its partizans in every part of their neigh¬ 
bourhood. Lewis wifely availed himfelf of their jealoufy 
and hatred of the Aujlrians , by entering into clofer connec¬ 
tions with them than ever. He concluded a formal treaty 
with them at Lucerne , which included their allies, the inha¬ 
bitants of the towns in Alfacc , and the cities of Strafbourg , 

Bafily Kayferbergy Colmar , and Scclejladi. Maximilian endea¬ 
voured to prevent this alliance from taking place, by writing 
a foothing letter to the Swjs, whole deputies were aflembled 
at Zurich i but no fooner was it read, than they unanimoufly 
called out that, They ought to repofe no tnjl in Maximilian. 

The latter, affecting to defpife, but in reality both hating and 
fearing them, aflembled an army near Corjlanc? , and invaded 
the canton of Shaffhaujen. While this army was robbing and -' 1A tr00 P 6 


plundering the country, it was entirely cut in pieces by the d ..‘rested 



Charles of Egmont , hearing of fo many repeated difalters, 
made a forced march acrofs the Black Forejl to Covjlance , where 
he had given orders for aflembling a new army, the command 
of which he gave to the count of Wirt emberg. He then fum- 
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moncd the allies of the Suabian league to affift him againft tht 
Grifons, who were the allies of the Swiffes. They accord¬ 
ingly raifed an army, but, like the former, it was destroyed by 
the Grifons and the Swifs. 

Maximilian raifed a frefii army from his hereditary dominions 
of Aujbria, but that, likewife, was compleatly defeated by 
the Swifs , and they and the Grifons had their reward in the 
plunder of the Tirolefe, befides the glory of aflerting their own 
liberties and independency. The count of Furfenberg , one 
of the Imperial generals, was then befieging Dor meek upon the 
Rhine, the inhabitants of which were in alliance with the 
Swifs , who fell upon the count, killed himfelf and 4000 of 
his men, and feized upon all his artillery and baggage. In 
ftiort, the haughty houfe of Aufrids armies, in Ids than fix 
months time, were feven times defeated and deftroyed by the 
rjeo. defpifed Szvijfes. In the year 1500, Maximilian, difpirited and 

dejected, applied to them for a peace at Zurich Shajf haufen, 
which they generoufly granted, but left many important 
points to be fettled by arbitration. After that, he concluded 
another treaty with Charles of Egmont , whom he acknow¬ 
ledged to be duke of Guelderland. The firmnefs and valour 
which the Swifs fliewed in this quarrel, and their noble ad- 
wbofe re- herence to the filtered: of their allies, raifed their reputation 
public is to fo great a pitch, that Bafil, S hajfban fen, and Appenzel, ac- 
eftablilh- ceded to their confederacy, and compleated the number of 
fid. thirteen cantons, of which the Swifs republic now confifts. 

.Difference The refentment of the Germans againft the court of Rom 
between grew now every day more and more. Alexander VJ. was then 
the empe- pope, and the fcandalous abandoned libertinifm of his fon, the 
ror and famous C<zfar Borgia , the account of whofe murders and pro¬ 

file pope. fiigacy now filled all Europe with horror, brought complaints 

to Rome , of his_ having diffipated the money that had been 
raifed for oppofing the Turks. Alexander promifed to reform 
thofe abufes, and the diet of the empire prolonged the Sna¬ 
il an league for twelve years, and provided the means of fup- 
porting it, by dividing the empire into fix circles, thofe of Ba¬ 
varia, Franconia, Suabia, Saxony, the Rhine, and JVejlphalia. 
This project, as we have already obferved, had been formed 
before; but the dominions of the houfe of Aufria, and the 
electors, not having been comprehended within the arrange¬ 
ment, Maximilian let them an example of confenting to it, by 
forming his own German dominions into a circle, and the 
ele&ors followed his example, by adding four circles more. 
Thofe of Aujlria and Burgundy , comprehended the dominions 
New con of the houfe of Aujlria j that of the Upper Rhine, included 
flitution thofe of the Palatinate, and the three ecclefiaftical electors; 
of the em- and thofe of Saxony and Brandenburg, were comprehended in 
pire. the circle of Upper Saxony. The original fcheme was, that 

each circle fhould chufe a civil and military dire&or; but 
thofe offices afterwards became hereditary, and centered in 
certain princes in each circle, who had power to convoke 

each 
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i each diet, aiid prefide at all its tranfa&ions. The circle of 
• Jliijlria was allotted to its archduke. The elector of Bavaria 
< and the arclibifliop of Saltzbourg, prefided over the circle 
i of Bavaria. The margrave of Brandenburg, with thofe of 
Bareitb and Anfpach , and the hi (hop of Bamberg, over that of 
Franconia. The duke of Wirtemberg, and the bifhop of Con - 
1 fiance, prefided in Suabia. The bifhop of Worms, and the , 
count Palatine of Simmeren in the Upper Rhine, the arch- 
bifhop of Mcntz, direified the affairs of the Lower Rhine, as 
did the bifhop of Mu filer thole of Wc/lphalia ; but conjunct! y 
i or alternately with the electors of Brandenburg and Palatine . 

The dukes of Magdeburg and Bremen, with the duke of 
Brunfvoic-Lunenburg , were the directors of the Leaver Saxony, 
as the elector of Saxony was of the Upper ; but after the acceffion 
: of the kings of Spain to the fucceilion of Burgundy, Franche 
, Comte, and the low countries, the circle of Burgundy was 
directed by them and their deputies. Bohemia was not com¬ 
prehended in this divifion, on account of a mifunderftanding 
then fubfitting between its king and the emperor. 

Upon a new irruption of the French under Lewis XII. Progreft 
( into Italy, Lewis, the Moor, of Milan fled for fhelter to °f the 
Maximilian, while they made themfelves matters of Milan, French in 
Genoa, 2 ortona, Alexandria, and other principal towns of Paly. 
Italy, Lewis made a triumphant entry into Milan, and was 
acknowledged by all the powers of Italy (the king of Naples 
excepted) as its fovereign. Maximilian was obliged to agree 
to a truce with him, but the French governors upon the return 
of Lewis to his own kingdom, were guilty of fuch horrid 
abufes of power, that the people of Milan expelled them, 
and readmitted the Moor, who took 8000 Swifis into his pa)*, 
and beiicged the French general, Trivulci, in Novara , which 
capitulated. Maximilian perfuaded the diet of Worms to 
take fome vigorous refolutions for oppofing Lewis ; but the 
Sivifs mercenaries, whom Leivis, the Moor, had taken into his 
pay, g V-‘ him up to the French, and Lewis XII. confined him. 
m the cattle of Laches, where he ended his days. Lewis, to fe- 
cure his Italian acquifitions, demanded from Maximilian the 
inveftiture of the Milanefe, which he obtained by the force of 
money,, and propofing his daughter, Claudia, as a wife for 
Maximilians grandfon, Charles, afterwards the famous em¬ 
peror, the filth of that name. This treaty farther imported, 
that Leivis fhould affift Germany againft the Turks, and gua¬ 
rantee the reverflon of Hungary and Bohemia to the houie of 
Aujlria. Maximilian's l’on Philip, who, with his wife, was 
declared by Ferdinand and Ifabella , the heir to the crown of 

Spam, was a party in this treaty, which was irioft folemnly 
executed on all parts. 

The diet of Nuremberg refented the acceffion of the city of £>; et 0 f 
Bafil, which was imperial, to the Hebetic league, chiefly be- p} ure „ 
caufe other imperial cities might follow its example. The berg. 
diet, however, was fo moderate, that the princes were con- 
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tented with fummoning Bafil to accede to the Suablan confe¬ 
deracy, and to confider Bafil ftill as an imperial city, fubject 
to the taxes impofed by the diet of the empire. The Teu¬ 
tonic knights, at this time, were by the Poles reduced to a 
low ftate; and though befriended by the princes of the em¬ 
pire, they could obtain no relief, not even from the homage 
they were obliged to pay to the Poles for their own pofleffions. 
Pope Alexander VI. continued to multiply his demands on 
the empire, and all Europe , 
and font new nuntios to Gen 


~ -' ~ -t'J wu 

in a molt lcandalous manner, 

;many i and all over Chriftendom, 
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to collect money for a crufade againrt the infidels. 

A crufade m \l\ an referred his nuntio, Reymond, to the princes of the em- 
preaciied pi rei but refufed to advance any thing from his own finances. 
U P» The princes, on the other hand, remonftrated upon the efra- 

blifiiment of the aulic council by Maximilian , as being in¬ 
compatible with the powers of the Imperial chamber. The 
emperor paid no regard to their remonftrances, and fupported 
his new inftitution, which in time fupplanted the Imperial 
chamber, and became the great tribunal of the empire. The 
princes, in revenge, refufed their confent to the ere&ion of 
the dutchy of Aujlria, into an electorate, in favour of arch¬ 
duke Philip ; but he inverted Philip with oilier fignal privi¬ 
leges, which induced the princes of the empire to aflociate 
themfelves afrcfii, againft the growing power both of the 
father and fon, and to render themfelves independent upon 
them, as far as the conftitutions of the empire would ad¬ 
mit of. 

II i-r.Yll. Henry VII. of Eupland, was then the richert prince in 
of Eaduua Europe , and Sigijmund , who was one of the poorert, ap 

it: ruis 

money to him the loan, but made him a prefent of 10,000 1. to be em- 

r.i- ployed againrt the Turks , on his agreeing to a treaty of friend- 
fillip and commerce, which proved afterwards extrepiely ad¬ 
vantageous to England. Maximilian , at this time by a con¬ 
currence of caufcs, was chofen umpire to fettle the differ¬ 
ences, which had broken out into a war, between the crowns 
of Sweden and Denmark , on account of Luhee and the Hanfe 
towns, which had withdrawn their allegiance from the latter, 
in favour of the former. A fpirit of independency feems 
then to have taken poflefiion of the Germans , and in imitation 
of the Sivifs , their peafants took arms to render themfelves a 
fovereign republic. All the princes of the empire, with 
Maximilian at their head, thought themfelves in intereft 


plied to him for a large loan of money. Henry wifely refufed 
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obliged to raife troops to quell this infurreirtion, which they 
did, but not without great difficulty. The duke of Bavaria' 
Landjhut had made his fon-in-l.iv/ Rupert , count Palatine , his 
vicar in the Lower Bavaria , and had made a difpofition of his 
dominions in his favour. On that duke’s death, Albert and 
Wolfgang dukes of High Bavaria, difputed the validity of 
this difpofition with Rupert , and their claim being admitted 
by the emperor, Rupert was put to the ban of the empire, for 
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refilling to abide by the fentence. Rupert's father, Philip , being 

encouraged by promifes from the French, took arms in favour 
of his fon, and v/as put to the ban of the empire likewile. 

H a lf of Germany then ran to arms, and was filled with blood 
and confufion ; but the princes taking part with the emperor, 
the elector Philip was obliged to fhut himfelf up in Heidel¬ 
berg. Rupert dying, a diet w <1S convoked at Cologne , where A diet at 
the elector, Philip , afked pardon of the emperor, and v/as ad- Cologne. 
mitted into favour. After that, an accommodation was effected 
between the Palatine , and the Bavarian houfes, as were fe- 
vcral differences among other powerful princes. 

A negotiation between the emperor and the French king, 
v/as, all this while, going on at Blois, and at left concluded, it 
was agreed, that Lewis fhould receive the inveftitures of «j« reat y 0 f 
Milan from Maximilian , whofe grandfon, Charles of Luxem- 
botirg, then but five years old, was to marry the princefs 
Claudia the French king’s daughter ; but it was ftipulated, that 
if the confummation of this match fhould fail on the part of 
Lewis, young Charles fhould inherit the dutchy of Burgundy , 
the Milanefe and the county of AJli. If the failure fhould 
happen through Maximilian or his fan Philip, the houfe of 
Aujlria was then to renounce all it’s pretenfions to the dutchy 
of Burgundy , the Artois , the Charolois , and other counties they 
had claims upon. Lewis, after this treaty was finifhed, was 
fenfible that he had made a bad bargain. Britanny was the in¬ 
heritance of the young princefs, and muff go to Charles if the 
marriage took place. He privately engaged his great men to 
oppofe it, and the lady was beftowed in marriage upon the 
count of Angouleffne , prefumptive heir of the crown. 

The year i$® 5 , was a remarkable period for the houfe of i.*c6. 
Aujlria. Ifabclla , the wife of Ferdinand of Arragou, the 
heirefs and queen of Cajlilc, and patronefs of the great Death of 
Columbus, who fome time before had difeovered America , died. If:, bed a 
By her will fhe provided, that the crown fhould defeend to her of Cajlile , 
grandfon, Charles of Luxembourg, who was not to reign till he 
was zo years of age, and that her hufband Ferdinand, fhould 
poffefs it in the intermediate time. This will has been cen- 
i li red by hiftorians, as having been obtained by the craft of 
Ferdinand, who undoubtedly was one of the moft felf-inter- 
efted princes of his own, or any other, age ; but when we ex¬ 
amine the deftination, it is far from being unjuft or unnatural. 

Jfabella made her hufband the adminiftrator of her crown, which 
inuft otherwife have defeended to a foreign prince, the huf¬ 
band of her daughter, Joanna, who appears to have been a very 
weak woman. Ferdinand engaged her to fign her mother’s 
will, but agreed that fhe and her hufband fhould jointly reign 
in Cajlile ; and accordingly, for fome time, the public ads 
palled in the name of all three; hut, foon after this arrange¬ 
ment was made, Philip died at Bruges, with fo ill an opinion 
of his father-in-law, Ferdinand, that he gave the guardianfhip 

of his foil Charks to Lewis XII. of France , jiotwithftanding 
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their late difagreement. The death of Philip threw Maxi 
milian into great perplexities; the Flemings looked upon 
him as a prince entirely foreign to them, though he was the 
grandfather of their fovereign, nor would they admit him to 
be their regent. They therefore, for feventeen months, feclud- 
ed him from the adminiftration of all their affairs ; but being 
preffed in a fevere war, with the duke of Gaelderland , they 
agreed to fubmit to the regency of Maximilian , provided he 
gave them his daughter Margaret , for their governefs, to 
which he confented. 

The Venetians were, at this time, the mofl powerful people 
the league in Italy , and had the glory of being the bulwark of Europe , 
of Cam - againlt the Turks. Maximilian complained, that they behaved 
hr ay. 


Ififtory of 


towards him with infolence, that they polTeffed fome lands 
belonging to him in IJlria , and that their greatnefs was in¬ 
compatible with the interefts of the empire in Italy , efpecially, 
as they were abetted by the French governors of the Milanese. 
He convoked a diet of the empire, to know how far the 
princes would fupport him, in cafe of a breach with them; 
and they agreed, that war fhoula be declared with that re- 

Maxi- 


public ; but gave him little or nothing to carry it on 


le Alps 
Trent . 


Ve 


Loffes of 


ral, who took pofleffion of almofl all the Trcntine , and TrieJU 
the capital of IJlria , while Maximilian was obliged to retire to 
Infpruck. The emperor thus difappointed of receiving the Im¬ 
perial crown at Rome, with the pope’s confent, enjoined the 
Hates and princes of the empire, to give him the title of 
Roman Emperor elefi? which has been ever lince ufed by his 
fucceffors, though not crowned in Rome. 

The Venetians permitted their general, Alviano , the honour 


the Fene- cnter i n £ their capital in triumph, in the manner of the old 
tians. Romans. This, and the great flute they all timed in their 

proceedings and negotiations, added difgull to that jealoufy, 
which the other powers upon the continent of Europe? who had 
all of them claims upon the Venetians , had for fome time en¬ 


tertained of their power. Lewis XII. ordered 


Milan eje 


Jiau 


governor not to alHfl: them in acting offenlively againlt the 
emperor. This rendered the Venetians more tradtable towards 
Maximilian , with whom they concluded a treaty of truce for 
three years, but left three months for the French king to accede 
to it. This exafperated Lewis , and he employed his minilrer, 
cardinal D’Amboife , to form a general league againlt thofe 

republicans. The warlike pope, Julius If. who 
may be called the rcltorer of the papal power, readily em¬ 
braced the motion, as did Ferdinand king of Arragon , and 
notwithltanding the late treaty of truce, it was particularly 
agreeable to the emperor. The lalt hand was put to this 
famous league at Cambray , from which city it takes its appel¬ 
lation, The particulars of their fevcral usurpation upon the 

contracting 
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contracting parties ai* there fpecified, and agreed to be re¬ 
ared to their refpe&ive original poffeflfors. The emperor in 
particular, was to repoflefs Roveredo, Virona,. Padua , Vicenza? 

TreviJ'a, and the Frioul. To give Maximilian fome pretext 
for breaking the treaty of truce, the pope was not wanting in 
Summoning him, as avoyer or defender of the holy fee, to 
afiift him in recovering its patrimony. Maximilian was like- 
wife engaged to beftow the inveftiture of all the places, the 
Venetians had taken in the Milanefe , upon Lewis. So ftrong- 
jy did the fpirit againft the Venetians operate on this occafion, 
that not only the duke of Savoy , and the other Italian princes, 
but the kings of England and Hungary , were invited to accede 
to the league of Cambray, and the noufe of Aujlria, during 
the war, was to fufpend all its claims upon the crown of 
Qajlile. 

The florm gathered by this league foon broke out, in ap- Progrefi 
pearances, that, at firft, threatened the utter extinction of of the 
the Venetian republic, which was ftripped by the French and league of 
Imperial arms, of all her poffeffions in Lombardy. The pope Cambray. 
was equally fuccefsful, and at the head of 10,000 men, took 
from them all their towns in the Romagna , while Maximilian 
was fecuring to himfelf ljlria and Friuli . A general battle was 
fought at Ghiara AAdda, in which the Venetian troops were 
entirely defeated by the French and Swifs , and thofe republi¬ 
cans were foon obliged to abandon all their conquefts on that 
fide, and to retire to their capital. The count of Frangipani , 
and the duke of Brunfwic , two Imperial generals, retook all 
the places they had taken the preceding year from Maximilian^ 
who was in fa£t the chief gainer by the French victory at 
Ghiara AAdda. The Venetians knew, that the emperor did 
not wifh to fee the French too powerful in Italy, Ferdinand was 
jealous of the houfe of Aujlria, and the pope hated all his 
allies, whom he had confederated with, chiefly that they 
might quarrel in the end, and drive each other out of Italy. Nei¬ 
ther he nor Ferdinand wifhed to fee the French or Germans 
powerful at the expence of the Venetians. The latter applied 
in the moft humble terms to Maximilian ; but he was over¬ 
awed by D'Amboife the French minifter, to whom he gave the 
promifed inveftitures, on the 14th of June, 1509, at Trent , 
but received in return 1 0,000 golden crowns, befides what he 
had received fome time before, to put his armies in motion. 

A perfonal interview was propofed, between Lewis and Maxi¬ 
milian, but declined on the part of the latter, and Lewis re¬ 
turned to France, upon which the Venetians began to conceive 
fome hopes of retrieving their affairs. 

Maximilian imagined they had been fo effe&ually fubdued. The Vent- 
that they could not think of recommencing hoftilities, but t* ans re- 
they took Padua, and feveral other places garrifoned by his trieve 
troops. Maximilian by the afliftance of his allies, was foon at their a£- 
the head of So,000 men, but fo rooted was the hatred of the fairs, 
Italians to the Germans , that unable to eetake Padua, he was 
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obliged to retreat into the Tirclefe , and the Florentines bought 
their peace of him for 40,000 golden crowns. Mean while 
the Venetians not only reconciled themfelves to the pope, but 
effected a breach between him and the French king. His holi- 
nefs offered to mediate a peace between them and Maximilian, 
but though they offered him a fum of money, the propofal 
came to nothing, becaufe they refufed to part with any portion 
of their territory. Maximilian in the mean while, held a diet 
at yiugfbcnrg , in which the city of Hamburg was declared to 
be independent of Denmark , and his views of reviving the Im¬ 
perial authority in Italy, were approved of by the diet of 
Augjbourg. This appearing difintereftednefs of Maximilian , 
cemented the bonds of friendfhip, between him and Leivis , 
more firongly than ever, and in the beginning of the year 
1510, the Imperial and French generals, who were the count 
de Hamit, and the marfhal de Chaumont , marched to Vincenza ; 
but th eF/cnch refufed to co-operate with Maximilian in his 
favourite fcheme of befieging Pavia , nor would either the pope 
or the king of Arragon contribute their contingencies to¬ 
wards the common caufe. 


The treaty 


Differences at that time ftill fubfifted between Ferdinand 


of Blot's and Maximilian , and Lewis a died as arbiter towards both. 


con cl u led 
between 


J c~>ns and 

Maximi¬ 

lian, 


His award was, that Ferdinand fliould govern Cajlile, the ma¬ 
ternal inheritance of Maxim Man ’s grandfon, the archduke 


Charles , till the latter arrived at his 20th year, an 
children which Ferdinand might have by a fecond 


and that the 
nd marriage, 
ig the depen- 
Ihiand the in- 


vdhture of the kingdom of NapLs, a : :d prepared to declare 
war againft Lewis, that he might, as he termed it, kick the 


barbarians, 

r*. 


meaning the 


French , and all the ultramontane 
"his conducff produced the treaty of 


Europeans out of Italy. This condudl produced tl 
Blots, hr tween Levels a.nd Maximilian, who had the lik 
but propoled to attain them by very different ends, 
convoked his Galilean clergy, and they gave the 


views, 

Lewis 


convinced ins Kjcnucan ciergy, ana mey gave t 
that if the none w as engaged in an unjuffifiable quarrel, he 
might be as lawfully refilled as any other power, and that no 
rnoie regard was due to him than to any other prince, chri- 
iyinn cr infidel. Maximilian, on the other hand, had a far 
deeper fcheme of policy, which (however it has been cen- 
fured as chimerical and improbable) was certainly founded in 
good fenfe and found principles of government. 
c A he popes, for many age*--, had been known to be the moft 
ambitious and the moft abandoned wretches that ever difgraced 
. human nature, an.-' they had, by the force of their fpiritual 


; their opinion, 
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whole of the civil and fpiritual power in one perfon, to procure 
his own exaltation to the popedom. For thispurpofe he propofed 
to call a general council, which was to depofe pope Juliusy 
and then to borrow 300,000 ducats to bribe the cardinals, and 
the Roman nobles, to e!e£t himfelf pope. The money was 
to be obtained from the Fuggcrs , then the greateft bankers in 
Europe , by pawning to James the elder Fugger , four chefts 


of Auji 


letter h 


{hall 


a 


after we have obtained the papacy.” T he pope was ignorant 
of Maximilian $> intention, and receiving the Neapolitan auxi¬ 
liaries, which were furnifhed by Ferdinand , he attacked the 
duke of Ferrara. Maximilian and Lczvis complained of Fer¬ 
dinand's breach of faith, but received no fatisfa&ion, though 
they offered to refer the caufe of the pope to a general council, 
Ferdinand , however, fucceeded fo far as to pqrfuade Adaxi- 
milian , that the interefts of France and Germany were incom¬ 
patible, and the latter grew vqry cold at laft towards Lewis y 
requiring him to fend a minifter to a council, which was to be 
held at Adantua, and where the bifhop of Gnrck acted as the 


^ W 

Imperial plenipotentiary. Lewis thought proper to diffemble, 
and fent the bifhop of Paris to Mantua. it appears, that 
Julius was flill greatly in the dark with regard to Maximilian s 


perfidioufly endeavouring to 
Gw ch broke off all farther 


*9 


(lefigns, and even promifed the bifhop of Gunk a cardinal’s 
hat if he would let him into the fecret, but to no effc£t. 

While the congrcfs was holding at Mantua y Lewis was fuc- 
cefsful in Italy , and the pope 
furprize Genoa , the bifhop of 
correfpondence with his holinefs. 

In the year 1311, a council was opened at Mantua , under 
tlie protection of the French king, who omitted nothing to 
regain the good graces and confidence of Adaximiliar.. That , 
emperor’s poverty was at perpetual war with his politics. 
Ferdinand , though rich, was covetous, and would not give him p c,AVeen 
money; the pope could fpare him none, becaufe of the vaft 
defigns he was purfuing in Italy , and Maximilian was once 
more brought over to join the French , even againft his better ucn ’ 


1511. 
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judgment. Lewis gave orders to his general, la Police , to act 
under Maximilian, who font him q 000 men, but declined to 
tnkc any command in perfon. Police purfued the war againft 
the Venetians , over whom he gained confiderable conquefts ; 
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all which were ceded 


Ma 


diffatisfied with the French , Police , inlteadof purfuing his ad¬ 
vantages, retired to Milan. But a new feene of politics now 
opened in Europe. 


Henry 


England was then governed by a young, warm, vain, and VIII. of 

nee, Henry VIII. who fo far from embra- England 
which he afterwards purfued, thought it his tides with 

greateft the pops. 
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reateft glory, to refcue the pope from the oppreHion of tfi< 
'tench king, who was then very powerful in Italy. The po. 
litic Ferdinand , his father-in-law, knew Henry $ weak fide, 
and refolved to avail himfelf of it 3 the incautious prince feji 

into the fnare, and they jointly , but fecretiy, follicited Maxi. 
ir.ilian to abandon all connections with the French king, 
Henry ., next to Ferdinand , was the richeft prince in Europe, 
but lavifti of his treafure to proraiien, and therefore v/as an ally 
extremely proper to fucceed the French king in Maximilian 
friendfhip. The latter, to give the better colour fora breach, 
made many extravagant and fome unjuft demands upon Lnvk 
who in vain offered him 50,0^0 crowns in fubfixly, for Maxi¬ 
milian fell entirely in with the views of Ferdinand and 
Lewis flood then Angle againft a powerful confederacy, which 
was formed to flrip him of his Italian acquisitions. He gave 
the command of his army to his nephew, Gajlon de Fo'ix , a 
young, but truely military genius, who performed prodigies oi 
%'alour, and generalfhip, again if the confederates in 
but after completely defeating them at the battle of Ravenna , 
he was killed in the purfuit. The confequence was, that the 


Italy ; 


con- 
out 


StviJJirs were introduced by the pope into Italy , and 
quered the dutchy of Milan. Maximilian had planned 
that beautiful territory, as the heritage of his grandfon, Fer¬ 
dinand , younger brother to the archduke Charles ; but Per- 
T,r . . dinand and the politic Italians , could not endure the thought; 
r oi Aujlrum great nets m tidy, anu to tne great diiappomt- 

Ii!H ‘j^'ment of Maximilian , they rcicored that dukedom to the 
fom c . ^ ou |' e Q f Sjorza 3 and thus the French king, excepting a few 

garrifons, was ftript of all his vaft acquiiitions in Italy, withoui 
Maximilian receiving the final left ftiare of the conquefts, ht 
had been fo inftrumental in obtaining. 

He pur- The biihop of Gnrck in vain remenftrated upon the in- 
fues his juftice done to his mafler, and the artful pontif had the ad- 
fcherae of drefs to procure a congrefs to be held at Rome, for fettling all 


being 

jnade 

pope. 


differences between Maximilian and the Venetians , as well as 


with himfelf and thofe two 


powers 

upon the Venetians doing him homage fot 


Maximilian infiftet 


Padu 


ua 


i revis, 
refufed, 


Brefcia , Bergamo and Crema , which they not only 
but claimed from him the reftitution of all the conquefts he had 
made in their dominions. The congrefs thus proving inef¬ 
fectual, the pope fided with the cmpeior, who now finding it 
impracticable to depofe 'Julius, altered his fcheme, and pro¬ 
posed to be his co-adjutor in the popedom. This appear; 
from an authentic letter which he wrote to his daughter Mar¬ 
garet, in which he tells her, that he had abandoned all 
thoughts of matrimony, or of having ever afterwards any com¬ 
merce with a naked woman. That lie intended to fend the 
bifhop of Gurck to Rome to propofe his being co-adjutcu 
to the pope, and that he might fucceed him in that dignity, 
that he would then become a prieft, and afterwards a faint. 

and 
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gn d then, continues he, you muft of neceffity adore me after 
my death, an honour of which I fhall be extremely proud. 

Some authors have quoted this part of the letter, as an in- His letter 
fiance of Maximilian's fuperftitious weaknefs ; but we are far to his 
from looking upon it in that light, for we conftder it only, as daughter 
aftroke of humour which palled from the father to the daugh- 0 n that 
ter. There is no necefiary connection between either a pope head, 
or a priefl: and a faint; and Maximilians jocularity on this 
occafion, tends rather to ridicule than to manifeft fuperftition. 

In the fubfequent part of the letter, he tells her, that he had 
brought over the king of Arragon to approve of his defign, 
provided he refigned the empire to archduke Charles , which he 
was well contented to do ; that the Romans were 20,000 


\ UlUl WiJVjr 

! all French 


Venetia 


Spaniards 
he exclufion 


w 


ducats, would do infinite fervice to him in treating with the 
cardinals. He informs her, that his Arragonian majefty had 


1 


ambafiador 


f 


? 


popedom, but injoins her to keep the whole a moft profound 
fecret, fubfcribing himfelf, “ your good father Maximilian , 
r future pope.” In a poftfcript he informs her, that the pope 
i: could not live very long. From this curious letter, the reader 
l may, befides other ufeful inferences, conceive fome idea of 
. the venality of the court of Rome at that time, but Maximi¬ 
lian kerns to have been acquainted with the real chara&sr of 
■ Julius. He was a true Italian , and his ruling paffion was to 
, deliver his country from barbarians, whom he indeed employ- 
: ed in cutting one another’s throats, after they had ferved his 
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purpofes in Italy. 


bifhop 


Maxi mi 


, > 
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and dying foon after, the papacy devolved on Leo X. of the 
houfe of Medici , whofe conduit both in public and private, 
though the capital encourager of arts then reviving in Europe , 
ferved only to encreafe the deteftation of the papacy, which 
was every day gaining ground, efpecially in Germany . 

Maximilian about this time interefted himfelf in the quarrel Affairs of 
between the Danes and the Hanfe towns, by taking part Germany, 
with the latter. The king of Denmark , without regarding the 
Imperial authority, interrupted the trade of the Hanfe towns, 
efpecially that of Lubec , and obliged them to fue for peace, which 
was granted them, at Flcajburg. By this time the French king, 
through the perfidy of the pope and Ferdinand , was become 


hi 


VIII. of England, induced him to take Ma 


:y of 
into 


is pay as a voluntier, at the rate of 100 crowns a day, for 


nit 


Sp 


A new league was formed, between pope Leo , old Ferdinand 


An 


and H 


of England , 


againft France. 
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by it, the emperor was topoffefs Burgundy, the pope Provence 


7 


and 
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and Henry VIII. Normandy. _ This league however was of no 
long duration, and Maximilian , who got money from the 


Englijb monarch, was the only gainer by it. Francis I. ft 
ceeding Lewis in the French monarchy, perceived that Maxi¬ 
milian though always poor, had, like other princes of his houfe, 
great views for his family. He was at that time celebrating 
the marriage of his beautiful gi and-daughter Mary, with Leiui; 
the eldeft fon of Ladiflans , king of Hungary ; and the dif. 
ordered ltate of Germany had obliged him to relinquish all 

on which the attention of Francis was 


thoughts of 


hah , 


Yt V7 f. 


« *• 


■conquers 

* t 


chiefly fixed. Francis , whole coffers v/ere then full, neglect- 

Maximilian , concluded a peac 
Venetians , and marched a ftron 


mg 


n 


with the Envlifi) and th 


rr 


4 . .7 

4jt. 


army into Italy, to re-con* 
ihaMiiciu- q Uer -the Milanefe, which he effedled, after having beat the 

Swifts at the battle of Marignan Thole rapid fucceiTesof 
French , had not been forcleen by Maximilian , and alarm¬ 
ed him fo much, that he carried an army of 30,000 men into 
Italy, to affect the Imperial claims upon the Milanefe. He 
could receive no afftffmee from the pope, who was overawe 


th 


o 


I 

■a 


by Francis ; 
perfidy and treachery 
old age. 


nor could he depend upon Ferdinand , whole 

were .linked with the infirmities of 


or 

Jvlcxuni- 

tian. 


T> a A ffe- The pope being thus forced to take part with Frassr, 

Francis returned to his own dominions, as bcflng fecure of hit 
new conquefts, but the emperor laid fiege to Milan. He was 
at this time in fo great diffrefs for money, that he fent for the 
Engl;fh ambaffador, attending his camp, and propofed to cede 
the Imperial dignity to his mafter, Henry , for a large pecuni¬ 
ary cormderation, promifmg to convoke a diet at Triers, and 
to engage the princes of the empire to fupport the ceffion; 
after which he was to accompany Henry to Rome, to receive 
■ Imperial crown. It is almoft incredible, that thofe roman¬ 
tic propofals fhould operate fo ftrongly upon Henry, that he 
advanced him a large fum of money towards the conqucft of 
the Milanefe. Henry , in an interview, which his ambaffador 
afterwards had with Maximilian in the Lovj Countries , claimed 
the performance of thofe mighty promifes, and Maximilian 
was not afhamed not only to evade them, but to declare, that 
he was doing all he could to procure the Imp rial crown, after 
his deceafe, for his grandfon, the archduke Charles . 


th 


whofe uif- While Maximilian v/as engaged in the fiege, or rather 
fieu!tier, blockade of Milan, he found himfedf involved in a variety of 
eucreafs. difficulties. He had not received his fubfidies from England, and 

his troops were deftitute of provifions. The life of Ladijkns 
king of Hungary was de[paired of, 12,000 Szvijfcrs had reinforc¬ 
ed the French army, and his grandfon, the archduke Charles, 
was become monarch of Spain, by the death of Ferdinand. Upon 

\ Maximilian found himfelr under an abfolutc ve¬ 


uve w 


hoi 


ccffi.tycf railing the fiege of Milan, and of making peace w;:!’. 
the French king. For that purpofe, conferences were opened 
at Noyon , and a treaty took place, by which Francis was to 


rr* ^ 
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remain in peaceable pofieffion of the Milayiefe ; anti Charles 
was to marry, either his daughter Louifa , or his queen’s frier, 
Renee, with a large portion of the kingdom of Naples , on 
which Francis had pretenfions, for her dowry ; but Charles was 
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Navar 


his grandfather, Ferdinand , 


" V- 

Henry D 


and he 


was likewife to pay 100,000 crowns a year, towards the 
maintenance of the princei's Renee : But a new icene of affairs 
now opened in Germany. 

Venality was then conftdered, not as a crime but as a prin¬ 
ciple, at the court of Ro?ne ; nor did the moft pious directors 

i « t\ • n • t i .1 i n #- i r f * 


RojniJh 


of praciifmg it, pro¬ 


vided it could, in the moft remote degree, contribute towards 
the interefts of the church. But unhappily for the popedom, 
people who lived at a diftance from his court, could not em¬ 
brace this wicked fyftcm. Leo had at this time in view, two 
as great defigns, though of different kinds, as the human 
mind could well entertain ; the one was to extirpate the Ma¬ 
hometans out of Europe , the other, to complete the building of 
the church of St. Peter at Rome , the nqbleft and molt ftupen- 
duous fabric that the earth ever bore. For attaining thofe . 
ends he lent his bulls to Albert , biftiop of Meniz , to be pu- ' cc0 


blifhed 


By thofe bulls, plenary indulgences were 


forma- 


granted, through which, all who purchafed them, were not 
only to exempt their own fouls, but thofe of their parents and . 
friends, from the pains of purgatory; together with many u n ’ 
other ridiculous privileges of the fame kind, annexed to thoft 
impofitions on tl'.e common fonfe of mankind. Tire dlffcri- 
bution of thofe indulgences, was a matter of vaft confcqucncc 
and profit, and was committed to 'John Chat cl a Dominican 
and his brotherhood. Maximilian feenls to have taken no 
concern in this matter; and the choice of the Dominicans for 
diftributers of the indulgences, was owing to the partiality of 
the archbifhop of Mcntz for that purp ie. Thei 


count 
of the rife 
f the 


re- 


Til 


equally wicked and ignorant. . They fet up offices and booths 
in taverns, and other tippling-houfes, where the indulgences 
were expofod, as vendible commodities. The money they 
brought, was partly remitted to the pope, and partly con H 
fumed in the moft riotous exceffes, by the collectors. 
Augujhne monks, who, bv a previous contract, thought them- 
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lelvcs entitled to he the agents of this infamous commerce, 
refented the preference given to the Dominicans , fo far that 
they pr. ached a gain ft that order, and their frantic 
ceecJings. 

‘John 
in Gei ‘ 
of tr 


pro- 


ie John ounpitz was then vicar general or the s 
mutiny , and patronised by the clc£lor of Saxony, 
ue piety and goad ienfe. Stuipiiz chofe for his 


u(i 


an a o 


a prince Lulled s 


co-ad;u- 


u:fout es 


tor, Martin Luther , who belonged to the univerftty of lFit- wi h tr,e 
temberg, a man of undaunted retolution, of a rough, rapid Demin;- 


imagination* and. in that country, of uncommon erudition. <■ ns. 

L utbsy • 
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Luther in public deputations advanced many arguments, or 
what are called thefes , againft the do&rine of indulgences, 
and the proceedings of the Doeninicans , and maintained their, 
with vaft fpirit and keennefs, even to the queftioning the 
pope’s authority. In a fhort time, Luther made profelytes 
of all who durft think for themfelves, but was oppofed by one 
John Fbetzel at Franckfort on the Oder , who was the pope’s in- 
quifitor, and condemned Luther’s writings to the flames. This 
ferved only to fpread the fpirit of reformation the wider, and 
Luther was fo far from being intimidated by Tbetzel’s cenfures, 
that he and his brethren, the Auguflines , burnt the works of 
the Dosninicans at Wittcmberg. Maximilian was plied by each 
party, to declare in its favour, but he wifely avoided entering 
into the difpute. The Dominicans peftered the pope to fide 
with them, and he fummoned Luther to appear before his 
commiflaries at Rome in flxty days. 

Luther do- Maximilian was then in a declining ftate of health. Imj, 

fconds. king of Hungary , was no more than ten years of age, and he 

was obliged to intereft himfelf in the choice of a proper re¬ 
gency during his minority. At the fame time he was on the 
eve of accommodating all differences with the court of France. 
He was fenflble, that the empire at this time was over-run with 
diforder, corruption and venality, and he fummoned a diet at 
Augjbourg , where he recommended his grandfon, the archduke 
Charles , to be his fucceffor in the empire. He wrote to the 
pope, who had it then in his power to reftore tranquillity to 
the empire, by pronouncing a definitive fentence in the dif¬ 
ferences, between the Dominicans and the Auguflines ; but 
thofe growing every day more outrageous, before he received 
any anfwer from his holinefs, he at the requeft of the Dmi- 
nicans , fummoned Luther to appear at the diet of Augfbourg, 
During the dependency of this affair, the ele&or of Saxony 
was backed by the univerfity of Wittenberg , in his endeavours 
to prevail upon his holinefs, to difpenfe with Luther’s journey 
to Rome, and to be contented with his appearing before his 
legate, cardinal Cajetan at Augfbourg. The haughty legate 
confidered the Ample friar as a fuppliant for pardon, rather 
than as a champion for his own opinions, and Luther inftead 
of recanting, defended them with great ftrength of reafoning, 
not unmixed with obftinacy. It does not, candidly fpeaking, 
appear, that even at this time, any plan of reformation from 
the errors of popery had been fettled. Cajetan was exafper- 
ated to the laft degree, by Luther s perfeverance; and the 
latter, mindful of the fate of John Hufs and Jerome of Prague , 
of a Hidden difappeared, but not before he had affixed to 
a public place, an appeal from the legate to his holinefs. 

Maximilian took the lefs concern in thofe threatening ap¬ 
pearances, as he was then bufied in fecuring for his grandfon 
Charles , his fucceffion to the Imperial crown. In this he con- 
fulted the hereditary attachment, which the Auflrian princes 

always had entertained for th^jr ojyn family 5 for it was eafy 

to 
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Ma 


r> ‘Ki¬ 


lt an en- 


nions 


to foicfee, that a prince who afpired to the Imperial throne, 
after being pofleffed of that of Spain , muff meet with great 
oppofttion. On the other hand, the danger was alarming, deavours 
jhould his rival, Francis I. be chofen emperor; but fome of 
the eledors thought there was lefs danger, in having a French grandfoa 
than an Aujlrian head, becaufe of the great hereditary domi- 

which Charles poffeffed in Germany and the Low 
independent of the crown of Spain. Maximilian 
•vvas fo intent on the elevation of his grandfon, that it haften- 
ed his death. Upon the breaking up of the diet, he repaired 
in vaft anxiety of mind to Injpruc, where he found himfelf 

' _ removed 

to Aujlria , and endeavoured to baniui his indifpofition by ex- 
•ercife. Returning one dav from hunting, he eat fome melons 


to get his 

o 


eledted 
emperor 




toaffuage his third-, which threw him into a dyfentery, that car- 


He ordered his body 


jied him off in the 6 cth year of his age. 

to be interred at Neu/iadt in Aujlria , ana an us eavmcs uau 
been filled up with quick lime. 

The chara&er of Maximilian has not met with juflice from 
later authors, who have injudicioufly, and calumnioufly ranked 
his poverty among his failings, though it was only his misfor¬ 
tune. His perfon was handfomc and majeftie. He had a 
genius ffronglv turned towards poetry, a lively imagination, 
and his memory was tenacious to a miracle. He owed his in¬ 


digence in a great meafure to his liberality and magnificence ; 
he affcled learning, and learned men, and was brave, refo- 
lute, and patient of every inconvenience in a military capa¬ 
city. He introduced reformations in military difeipline, that 
kept their footing for many years after in Europe , and fome of 
them, perhaps, continue to this day. Notwithftanding all 
thofe noble qualities, the whole of his conduct was a fyffem 
of inconfiftency. After he had planned a wife meafure, of the 
greateft confequence to his affairs, he was generally obliged 
to abandon it on account of his poverty. The fame misfor¬ 
tune obliged him to relinquifh his defign to become popej 
and it is certain, that he was more capable of forming great 
defigns, than of executing them, even though his poverty had 
been out ofthequeftion. He often abandoned his moff important 
affairs, to indulge himfelf in the pleafurc of hunting, in which 
be was fo bold, that he fometimes involved himfelf in preci¬ 
pices, from which the people of Tirol v/ere obliged to draw 
him up with cords, half dead with hunger and fatigue. Among 
Maximilian's other virtues, his modefty and decency of be¬ 
haviour, were not the leaft corifpicwous, though with re¬ 
gard to his amours, he was far from being of a cold con- 
ftitution. 


His firft wife, Mary of Burgundy, died by a fall from her character, 
liorfe. His marriage, by proxy, with the heirefs of Brit any, an£ j 

never was confummated. He had an averfion for his third 
wife, daughter to the duke of Milan, which broke her heart. 

Hi$ daughter Margaret , by Mary of Burgundy , was married, 

fit ft 
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flrft to John, the Ton of Ferdinand and Ifabella of 5 ft, 



Jfctbel 



Foot A 

ind by her he had fix child. 


ren ; Charles , who fticceeded his grandfather in the empire- 
Ferdinand\ who was emperor likewife ; Eleonora , wife to Ema¬ 
nuel king of Portugal , to whom die bore a daughter, and af¬ 
terwards to Francis I. of Franc 


P 


(he 


Ifabella , who was married to Chrijlicrn king of Denmark 


Mary 


governefs of 

Human ■ 


and a poithunions daughter, Catharine , who was married to 
John III. king of Portugal. Befides his lawful iflue, Maxim. 
Han had ei lit natural children, fons and daughters, whom he 
provided for, fuitably to their Rations. 


CHAP 


XLI 


State of 

Gd'p: c h V ’ 





Char l e s the fifth. 

Vacancy of the Imperial throne, was an object that ha! 
engaged the attention of all Europe $ but the govern- 

diirin 7he mcnt of the empire, duting the interregnum, was. veiled in 
i'll''ct\*i- t ^ c Faxon and Palatine debtors, and it continued fix months. 
j„W-u-r- Charles was already a formidable prince, by his hereditary 

dominions, and the electors, through the vaft encreafe of the 
Tnrkifo power, were obliged to chufe for their head, a poten¬ 
tate, who could maintain not only the rights, but the terri- 

• • T\ • T f* T"! t 1 t 1 
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of iix 

mo.ulis. 


Charles V 

e-TUd 

emperor. 
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to vies of the empire. Francis I. of France , openly declare! 
himfelf his rival for the Imperial dignity; but pope Leo X, 
fecretly eroded the election of both, becaufe either of them, 
if elected, muff be too powerful in Italy ; fo little regard ha! 
his holinefs to the interefls of Chriftendom. The intrigues of 
the two competitors, and their fcandalous application of 
money, to bribe the debtors, are below the dignity of hiftory 
to relate particularly. The French king fent into Germ*} 
four hundred thou fund crowns, which were diftributed amon’ 

princes of the empire, to obtain their votes. Each, fe* 
p-irately, received his bribe, hut when they met in a body 
they debated them selves into a refolution, to raife neither to 

Imperial dignity, and it is certain, that they offered it to 
the elector of Saxony, Frederic the wife. He, from the pa¬ 
triot confideration, that the empire required a powerful head, 
had engaged his vote to Charles, who by the voice of all the 
debtors, except that of Proves, who continued firmly attache 
to Francis , waschofen emperor on the zSth of 'Jane, 1519. 


the 
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Charles was then in Spain , and the elector Palatine was Tent 1520. 
to <dve him intimation of his eledlion, upon which he imme- 
I diately fet out for Flanders, and on the 21ft of October, 1520, 

I he repaired to Aix-la-Chapelle , where he was crowned. The 
I electors and princes wifely made ufe of the circumftances, un- 
I der which Charles was chofen, to obtain of him a capitulation, 

I by which the hnperial authority, and the rights of his fubjects 
in the empire, were more precifely afeertained than they had 
[ ever been before. On the very day of his eledlion a battle had 
I been fought, between the bifhop of Sildejheim and the duke of 
Brunjkvic , upon a territorial difpute ; and indeed the interreg- 
[ mun was filled with blood and commotion, no regard being 
! had to the vicars of the empire or the ordinary courts of ju- 
[ ftice. Charles , before his arrival in Germany , having heard 
that Henry VIII. of England , was preparing to have an inter- 
[ view with Francis I. furprized FIcnry by a vifit in his own do- Charles vi- 
[ minions, where he landed at Dover . His real motive was to fits Henry 
[ bring Henry over to a league with him againft France , and VIIT. of 
i though no characters could be more oppofite than thofe of the England, 

; two monarchs, yet Charles had add refs enough to gain his 
point upon the main, by flattering TVoIfey , Henry s minifter, 
with the hopes of one day gaining the papacy by his means. 

The 6th of "January was appointed for holding the diet at 
Worms , and it is faid that Henry, who was then a furious op- 
pofer of Luther^ exacted from Charles a promife to fupprefs 
him and his fedt. Rigorous edidts accordingly were publifhed 
againft Luther, after he had had a full hearing before the diet. 

Some of the mad bigots for popery advifed Charles to adt as 
his grandfather Maximilian had done, by paying no regard to 
the lafe condudt he had given to Luther, but he rejedted this 
wicked advice with a noble indignation, and Luther was fuf- 
fered to depart unhurt. He was, however, put to the ban of 
the empire, but he was fecreted in a caftle belonging to the 
duke of Saxony , where he remained concealed for nine 
months. 

In a fucceeding diet, which was held at ’Nuremberg , Charles , and goes 
after promulgating feveral laws and edidts relating to the in- to Spain,. 
ternal ftate of the empire, acquainted the afiembly, that upon 
the death of pope Leo X. his firft minifter, who had the charge 
of his Spanijh affairs, Adrian Florijfen , had been advanced to 
the popedom, and that it was neceffary for himfelf to repair 
to Spain. This was a requeft by no means agreeable to the 
members of the diet, who had entertained fome thoughts of 
making his continual refidence in the empire one of the terms 
©f his capitulation ; but this was looked upon as unreafonable, 
i therefore no oppofition was made to his requeft, and he depart¬ 
ed for Spain , after leaving his brother, the archduke Ferdinand, 
his lieutenant in Gennany. 

The reader in this part of our work is not to expedb a com- State of 
pleat hiftory of Charles V. whofe adtions and power extended Europe at 
to many different parts of the globe, and which will be re- this time. 

V»l. IX, HL counted 
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counted in their proper order ; for which reafon we fhall con¬ 
fine our prefent narrative to the affairs of Germany only. P er . 
dinand , who was more of a bigot than his brother, infilled up¬ 
on executing againft Luther and his followers, the edidls of the 
diet of Worms , and likewife the bull which had been iffued by 
Leo X. againft that reformer, in order to obtain a uniformity 
of religion. The ftate of Europe , as well as the empire, at 
this time, was unfavourable to fo rigorous a barbarity, which 
obliges us to take a curfory view of it, that the reader may be 
the more enabled to account for the great events that follow¬ 
ed. The diffolute lives, and open corruption of the Romijh 
clergy, contributed, far more than their ignorance and ridi¬ 
culous doftrines did, towards the reformation; becaufe few 
are judges of literature, but every man is ot another’s pra&ice 
in point of morals. The feeds of reformation had long lurked 
among the common people, and notwithftanding the boaftof 
the popifh univerfality of religion, it would be no difficult 
matter to prove, that in many places of Chriftendom, there 
always exifted an oppofition to the grofs errors of popery. 
The Englijh Wicklijf had laid the foundation for the reforma¬ 
tion long before, on a much ftronger and more liberal plan than 
that of Luther , and Hufs and Jerome of Prague were, his dif- 
ciples. The moft uninformed part of Europe in matters of re¬ 
ligion, were its princes and great men; becaufe they took 
up with that religion which was moft convenient for them- 
felves. Henry VIII. of England was, as we have already hinted, 
intoxicated with the vanity of being a champion for the pope, 
Francis I, though a prince perfonally brave, liberal and open, 
confidered religion only as an engine of ftate. Charles V. with 
more found fenfe and refined policy, for the fame reafon, ef- 
poufed the abfurdities which he fecretly defpifed. Chri/lianll 
king of Denmark , Norway and Sweden , with great parts, wai 
fo great a monfter of inhumanity, that he was dcfervedlj 
called the Nero of the north j but his condudf fhewed tha 
he was indifferent to all religions, though he profeffed a warn 
attachment to the Romijl}. But philofophy and true fcienci 
' had now got footing in Italy, and began to difleminate them' 

felves through Europe , nor could all the power of its prin 
ces ftifie them. 

Proceed- At the time when Charles nominated his brother to be hi 

iii^s a- lieutenant or vicar, the two vicars of the empire ftill fubfifted 
gainfi: Lu - and here it is neceffary to remind the reader, that there is a ma 
the*- and terial difference between the power of the emperor, and tha 
his fo!- of the empire. The vicars of the empire are accountable to th 
lowers. diet only, and their decrees are irrevocable; the vicar of th 

emperor is accountable to him alone, and his power is limite 
to his hereditary dominions, of which the archduke Ferdi 
nand was then in poffelfion. The duke of Brunfwic and Lu 
nenburg ftill continued to be at war with the bifhops of Hi I/It 
fieim and Minden , and all of them had been fummoned befoi 

the diet j but they defpifed the order, and kept their arms i 

the 
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their hands j nor was Charles as yet powerful enough to wrefl 
them from them, though they were put under the ban of the 
empire. The duke of Saxony was known to be the prote&or 
of Luther, and on the 6th of May, 1521, ah edi& was iflued in 
the name of Charles , enjoining all the fubje&s of Germany 
to imprifon Luther and his adherents, under certain cenfures 
due to difobedience. The duke of Saxony , though he knew 
the edi& to be levelled againft himfelf, difregarded it, becaufe 
of the prevalency of Lutheranifm in the empire. The legate 
of Clement VII. who was then pope, pufhed for the execution 
of the edi<£l, in its moil extenfive fenfe, in a fubfequent diet 
held at Nuremberg , and prevailed with the catholic princes to 
meet at Rati/bon, where they entered into a confederacy not 
to make any alteration in religion, but to maintain it as then 
eftablifhed, in all its abfurdities, to perfecute the Lutherans 
with the utmoft feverity, and to defend each other if attacked. 
This confederacy was formed too late ; for by that time the 
tyrant Chrijliern had been dethroned in the north, and Den¬ 
mark , Sweden , and Norway had embraced the reformation, as had 
a great part of Lower Germany , Livonia , and PrufTia. The 
great mafter of the Teutonic order, Albert of Brandenburg, in 
particular, with a view of founding a new family, to whom 
he could leave a civil jurifdi&ion, forfook the errors of popery, 
that he might be at liberty to marry. 

In the mean while Charles V. had again vifited England, 
where he was received with great honour, and was betrothed 
to his coufin Mary , daughter to Henry VIII. and his aunt, 
Catherine of Arragon , and who was afterwards Mary queen 
of England , and wife to Philip , Charles’s fon. Thofe efpou- 
fals were ftrengthened, as is faid, by an engagement entered 
into by Charles to repay Henry 500,000 crowns (which were 
advanced him as the marriage portion of the princels) if the 
marriage did not take place j and Charles was likewife to pay 
to Henry annually, 130,000 ducats, as long as he fhould con¬ 
tinue to a £t offenfively again!! France. But the great engine 
of Charles's fuccefs with Henry , was cardinal Wolfey . The 
cardinal was at this time fomewhat difeontented with Charles 
for preferring his preceptor Adrian to the papacy; but Charles 
had addrefs enough to foften him, by reprefenting to him 
Adrians very advanced age and infirmities of body, and indem¬ 
nifying Wolfey for the lofs of his French revenues, while his 
mafter was at war with France . It is certain that Charles was 
at this time very needy. The Germans , though he was at waf 
at once in France and Italy , furniflied little or nothing to¬ 
wards the expence : Spain was poor, anu his officers in the 
lately difeovered world were too bufy in enriching themfelves, 
to regard their mailer’s intereft. Notwithftanding all thefe 
difadvantages, Charles made a formidable head again ft Fran* 
us. Pope Adrian had joined their confederacy ; the Venetians 
had taken part with Sforza , the rival of Francis in the Mi- 
lanefe, and their example was followed by the Florentines , 
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the dukes of Ferrara ancl Mantua , and other Hates of Italy 
Charles was then in Spain , but had able miniflers and generals, 

whom he could trull with the management of his affairs. 
The elevation of Clement VII. to the popedom, rendered 
JVolfey his irreconcilable, but fee ret, enemy. The lofs of 
his friendfhip was replaced by that of the confcable of Bour¬ 
bon, the greateft fubjecl of France , who, difgufted with his 
fovereign, entered into the forvice of Charles , and paid him a 
vifit in Spain . 

V/ar be- Charles attacked France on the fide of Navarre , as Henry 
tween him did in Picardy ; b.ut the French defended themfelves with great 
and bravery. The revolt of Bourbon rendered it improper for 

France. Francis to march in perfon into Italy , but his general, 

Bonivet , advanced thither with an army. Had he improved 
the conllernation of the Italians to his mailer’s advantage, he 
might eafily have become mailer of Milan ; but he trifled away 
his time fo egregioufly, that his army mouldered away by fa¬ 
mine and difeales, and an army of capricious Swiffes , whom he 
expefted, inltead of joining him, returned to their own coun¬ 
try, and carried with them all their countrymen, who were 
ferving under Bonivet. In Ihort, the French loll all they had 
in Italy , excepting Cremona and Lodi. Genoa declared for 
Charles, who gave his countenance to Sforza, but not tile in- 
velliture of Milan. While the French were thus unfortunate 
in Italy, Germany was threatened, on the fide of Hungary, by 
the Turks, who had taken Belgrade, and the important 
ifland of Rhodes , and her internal tranquillity wasdillurbed by 
a war, between the Alfatiar.s and the elector of Triers. 

15 24. In 1524, pope Clement fent a legate to the diet of Nuremberg, 

to engage the Germans in an ofFenfive war with the Turks, and 
A ffairs of to llrengthen the interell of the Romijh church in the empire. 
Germany. Charles was too much engaged in war with Francis , to give 

much attention to the affairs of Germany; and at this time, 
had planned no lefs than the entire dellrudlion of the French 
monarchy. He had agreed to give his filler, the queen- 
dowager of Portugal, in marriage to the conllable of Bourbon , 
who was to invade Provence and Dauphiny , of which fie was 
to be declared king, but to hold them in fief from Henry of 
England. Charles was to be put in pofieflion of Burgundy, and 
the remaining dominions of France were to be left to Henry 
Bourbon could not be brought to acknowledge Henry as king 
of France. He, and the marquis of Pefcara, with an army of 
Imperialijls , invaded Provence, and befieged Marfeilles (con¬ 
trary to Pefcara 1 s judgment) but were obliged to retire with 
lofs and difgrace to Italy. In the mean while, TVolfey *s difgufl 
at the emperor operated infenfibly, on the fide of Picardy 
where the war was at a Hand. This encouraged Francis to 
march in perfon with an army into the Milanefe , the conquell 
of which was the great object of his ambition. That city re¬ 
ceived him. The Imperialijls and Sforza retired to Lodi , and 
Francis , inllead of purfuing them, was fo ill-fated as to be- 
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fiegc the ftrong town of Pavla , which was defended by the 
marquis de Leyva , a Spaniard , and one of the ablefl: generals 
of his time. Pefcara and Lanoy aflembled an army, and The kin? 
Bourbon brought 12,000 lanfquenets, or German foldiers, to D f Fran. ? 
raife the fiege. They fought Francis , defeated and took him taken pri- 

prifoner. _ foner. 

Had this event not happened, or had Francis been poflefled 
of the fmalleft degree of prudence, and declined the battle, 
the affairs of Europe rauft have taken a turn difagreeable t© 

Charles, Henry y III. influenced by his haughty minifier, 

JVolJey , had in effect abandoned his alliance. Pope Clement 
VII. had linked himfelf with Francis , to whom he had pro- 
mifed the crown of Naples , and the other ftates of Italy, the 
Florentines in particular, could not endure the power of 
Charles in their own country. Charles received the news of 
his rival’s captivity and his own victory, with a moderation 
that is fcarcely to he paralleled in hiftory, but it was dictated 1 5 2 5* 
by profound diflimulation, tho’ his conduit at this time was 
very unaccountable. Though he was the molt active prince of 
the age, and now in a manner matter of Italy , inflead of mak- Dilfimula- 
ing any difpofitions for improving his good fortune, he amuf- r t on 
ed himfelf with his amours at Madrid , and in extinguishing Charles, 
the few remains of Spani/h liberty. Inftead of pufhing Henry 
to take advantage of France on the fide of Picardy , he neglect¬ 
ed that court fo much, that IVclfey gave his mailer’s inclina¬ 
tions a new turn, by alarming him with the danger of Europe 
from the power of Charles. As a proof that the moderation 
of the latter was mere diflimulation, he at this time changed 
the manner of his fignature, for inftead of writing to him with 
his own hand, he employed that of his fecretary, and inftead 
of fubferibing himfelf, “ Your affe&ionate fon and coufin,” 
as ufual, he only wrote c Charles.* Henry , who was of a dif- 
pofition very different from that of Charles , difeovered at firlt 
an extravagance of joy at the captivity of Francis , but foon 
after fent an ambaflhdor to Madrid , requiring Charles to fulfil 
his engagements with him, by a powerful invafion of France , 
and to repay him the money he had borrowed in England. 

This only produced recriminations on the part of Charles , who 
feemed to have laid afide all thoughts of marrying the Englijh 
princefs, and he upbraided Henry for his inactivity on the fide 
of Picardy ; upon which Henry concluded a treaty with the 
regent of France , mother to Francis , and entered into en¬ 
gagements with her for his deliverance. 

Germany was at this time a feene of confufion, on account RJf e and 
of religious difputes. Melanflhon ,, a famous, but a moderate defeat of 
reformer, oppofed Luther \ and Store!, a Silejian , founded the the Jbia- 
feCt of Anabaptifts, of which Miincer was the head. This baptifls in 
fanatical wretch preached up an equality of condition among Gentians 
all mankind, and his notions quickly propagating themfelves * J * 
among the peafants of Suabia , who were more than commonly 
•pprefled, he was foon at the head of a numerous rabble, and 
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publifhed his do&rines fword in hand. Their claims at firft 
were very moderate : they offered to pay the tythes of their 
corn for the relief of the poor, provided they had the liberty 
of hunting and fifhing, with wood to build cabins, and their 
infupportable fatigues diminifhed by their rigorous mafters, 
Their demands being difregarded, Muncer and S torch, attended 
by one Fiffer, a real enthufiaft, marched into Thuringia , at¬ 
tended by the peafants of Suabiq , Franconia, Alface , and the 
Palatinate. They murdered all the nobility and gentlemen who 
fell into their hands. They took Heilbron, Spire , and IVurtz- 
burg , with other places, and laid all the adjacent country 
wane. They were at laft encountered near Franchaufen in the 
county of Mansfield , by Frederic , the old elector of Saxony 
and entirely defeated. Muncer, being taken, abjured his 
tenets and loft his head? as did Fiffer, who died fully con¬ 
vinced of the rectitude of his caufej but Storck efcaped into 
Silefia . Charles, at the time of the battle of Pavia , was fo 
poor, and his troops were fo ill paid, that Lanoy , his gover¬ 
nor of Naples, was obliged to remove Francis to the ftrong 
fortrefs of Pizzighitone, leaft the German lanfquenets fhould have 
detained his perfon for the arrears of pay due to them. 
While he remained there, a treaty was fet on foot between 
him and Charles for his liberty. 

Treaty It now appeared that Charles was refolved to avail himfelf 
between of the utmoft of his royal prifoner’s diftrefs. He demanded 
Charles that Francis fhould put him into poffeflion of the dutchy of 
and Fran- Burgundy ; that Provence and Dauphiny fhould be given to the 
cis, duke of Bourbon j that Henry VIII. fhould be fatisfied and 

that Francis fhould renounce all claim to any Italian terri¬ 
tory. Francis rejected thofe demands with indignation, but 
offered to affift Charles in recovering fuch of his family eftates 
as had been ufurped by the Venetians ; to remit the homage 
paid by the emperor for Artois and Flanders ; to marry the em¬ 
peror’s filler, and to hold Burgundy as her dowry, to be inhe¬ 
rited by the children of the marriage. Francis imagining that 
the terms propofed to him had been dictated by the Imperial 
and Spanifn minifters, defired to be removed to Madrid , that 
he might treat with Charles in perfon. Francis falling fick 
foon after his arrival there, was vifited by Charles, with great 
appearances of friendfhip ; and upon his recovery, the treaty 
was refumed. After many obftacles it was figned on the 14th 
r-:6. of ‘January, 1536. The chief articles of this treaty confifted 
' in Francis's giving up to the emperor the dutchy of Burgundy 
and the county of Charleroy, and renouncing the fovereignty 
of Artois and Flanders. He was likewife to cede to Charles, 
Arras, Tournay, Mortagne, St. Amand, Lifle , Douay , Orchics , 
and Hefdin ; and to give up his claims upon all the Italian do¬ 
minions. He was to withdraw his protection from the dukes 
of Gueldres and Wirtemberg. He was to oblige the heirs of 
Navarre to renounce their pretenftons to that crown. He 

fj|ped a league offenfive and defenfive with Charles . He pro- 
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inifcd to marry his fitter; he was to receive into favour the 
duke of Bourbon ; and he was to fend into Spain his two fons, 
the dauphin and the duke of Orleans , as hoftages for the per¬ 
formance of the treaty. Thofe princes were accordingly ex¬ 
changed for their father upon the river Andoye. 

Before Francis obtained his liberty, the ableft minifters who e- 
about Charles reprefented to him the improbability of that vadesit. 
king’s fulfilling this treaty, advifing him to treat his royal pri¬ 
soner with lefs rigour, to accept of the terms Francis {hould 
propofe, and to truft for the performance to his honour and 
fenfe of gratitude. Charles had in his veins too much of the 
Auflrian blood to follow this advice, which was equally wife 
and generous; and Francis confidered the conceffions he had 
made as not being obligatory upon him, becaufe they had been 
extorted from him during his confinement. He underhand 
perfuaded the ftates of Burgundy to remonftrate againft his dif- 
membering that province from his crown, and found means, to 
the great difappointment of Charles , to form a powerful con¬ 
federacy againft him, confifting of Henry VIII. pope Clement 
VII. the Venetians , the Florentines , and the Swi/s. By this 
confederacy the dutchy of Milan was ftipulated to the houfe of 
Sfdrza , and it obtained the name of the holy league, becaufe 
the pope was at its head. The Venetians took Lodi. The pope’s 
army, under the duke of Urbino, entered the Milanefe, where 
the inhabitants declared for their duke. Leyva , though at this 
time old, emaciated, lame, and bedridden, vigoroufly fup- 
ported the intereft of Charles , who remained ftill at Madrid , 
where he fettled punctilios among the Spaniards , and mar¬ 
ried the infanta Ifabella , daughter to Emanuel the Great, king 
of Portugal . 

Germany continued to be threatened by the Turks , and tornProgrefs 
by religious difputes. The eledtor of Saxony was ftill the of the 
greateft patron of the reformation, and perfuaded the land-Turks. 
grave of Hejje to {hake off the papal yoke. Solyman the mag¬ 
nificent had defeated Lewis , king of Hungary , in the fatal 
battle of Mohatz , and Letuis loft his life in the flight. Ill 
the diet which Ferdinand called at Spire , religious difputes en¬ 
grafted the members fo much, that all thoughts of fupporting 
that unhappy prince were negle&ed. The holy league, as it 
was called, was of vaft fervice to the progrefs of the reforma¬ 
tion, as it detached the pope from the emperor, who threat¬ 
ened, if his holinefs refufed it, to call a council by his own 
authority. Charles , at the fame time, gave the conftable of 
Bourbon the inveftiture of Milan , and fent him againft tire 
forces of the league, at the head of 40,000 men. The ra¬ 
pidity with which he proceeded, intimidated the pope into a 
truce with the emperor; but Bourbon purfued his march 
without regard to negociations of any kind, and appeared 
before the city of Rome. The pope {landing on his defence. 

Bourbon loft his life in endeavouring to fcale the walls ; but his 
army {formed the city, and {hut the pope up in the cattle or 
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St. Angelo. The Imperialijls were guilty of great difordcrs. 
The pope and his holmefs was obliged to furrender himfelf a prifoner 
taken pri- into their hands. Charles receiving the news in Spain 
funer. dered the pope to be ftri&ly guarded; but, by an unifti J 

itrain of hypocrify, he ordered public prayers and proceffions 
to be made for his deliverance, and foon after a&ually granted 

him his liberty; but not without obliging his holinefs to aerec 
to his terms. 6 


Europe, 


cefs againft the pope ferved only to render the bonds of 

friendlhtp the more ftrong between the then kings of Franco 
and England. Charles , who -, . .. 


Sp 

counts of the 


prodigious progrefs of the Turks in Hungary 

na ■ wer , e th reatening his hereditary dominions of 

AUjtri'l Hie nmf-noi* _ J __ r t • 
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teftants. 
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gion, but they were not ftrong enough, and a decree palled, 

by which the decree of Worms fhould prevail in all the pla¬ 
ces where it was publifhed; and that no perfon fhould be there 
allowed to profefs Lutherans/?^ but that the people fhould be 

indulged in that profeffion till a council could be called ; but 
with an PYrlnhnn tn *| le Sacramentarians and Anabapti/ls. The 

and fourteen Imperial cities, protefted 


proteftant princes, 
againft this decree, from 

Protestants. 


Thofe cities were Strajbourg , Nuremberg 


Vim Conjance, Rottingen, Windfeim, Memmingtn, NorXiZ 
JjindaUy Kempten-i Heilbron^ Werfembour p-, and St. Gall 


many ot thole cities the mafs was formally abolifhed 
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ilaftic enemies both of papifts and of protellants, renewed 

their ravages, but were again chailized by the elector palatine, 
and other princes of the empire. 1 9 

an while, Charles ftill continuing in Spain , his af- 
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were very weak. The heralds of the two kings being admitted, 
into the prefence of Charles , he reproached Henry for being 
the tool of Woolfef. s difappointed ambition, and he fent a for¬ 
mal challenge to Francis, to fight him in fingie combat. This 
challenge being intimated to Francis , his anfwer was, that 
Charles lied, and lied in his throat, and defired him to ap¬ 
point the place of combat. Charles did fo by another herald ; 
but the two monarchs, after a variety of ridiculous circum- 
ilances, Hood fo much upon punctilios of honour, that, eager 
as they were to fight one another, they never met. 

Charles was feniible of the neceffity of his prefence in Ger- 
many, but now that he was willing, he found his enemies mul¬ 
tiply fo faft, that he durft not venture thither. Lautrcc , the 
French general, after over-running the Milanefe , penetrated 
into the kingdom of Naples, where he feized upon Ahruzzo. 

The Venetians were poflefled of the maritime coafts of the 
fame country, and Doria , the Genoefe admiral in the French 
fervice, beat the Imperial fleet. Fortune feemed never tired of 
repairing the Ioffes of Charles. The plague fwept off the The 
greateft part of the French army under Lautrcc. Doria, dif- French de« 
gulled by Francis, entered into the Imperial fervice, and Cle- feated. 
ment VII. had a thoufand, both family and political, reafons, 
for detaching himfelf from the holy league, which he accord¬ 
ingly did. Old de Leyva, the Imperial general, though feven- 
ty-three years of age, with all his bodily infirmities encreafed, 
beat the French army in the Milanefe, and drove them out of 
that dutchy. Pope Clement had the good fortune to make his 
peace with Charles before his allies, the French , received this 
blow; and was favoured befides, by the earneft defire which 
Charles had to difappoint Henry in profecuting his divorce from 
his aunt. Charles, perhaps, in this, was animated more by a 
motive of filtered: than confanguinity j for he was afraid left 

his coufin Mary , the iflue of that marriage, fhould be baf- 
tardized. 

The defeat of the French army in the Milanefe , obliged Their 
Francis to treat with Charles about an equivalent for his per- treaty 
formance of the treaty of Madrid, and it coft him two mil- with 
lions of golden crowns. This accommodation was not a little Charles. 
forwarded by the preparations which Solyman was making for 
giving the crown of Hungary to Zapollo, and for invading Aif- 
tria, which he did, and befieged Vienna itfclf. That city was 
fo bravely defended by Philip the warlike, brother to the elec¬ 
tor Palatine , that Solyman, in thirty days, raifed the fiege, 
and drew oft' towards Conftantinople , with the lofs of 60,000 
men. Before his return, however, he gave Zapollo the invef- 
titure of the crown of Hungary . We lhall referve for another 
part of our hiftory, to which they belong, the tranfa&ions of 
Charles in Italy , and attend to thole of Germany Charles was 
exafperated at the contempt with which the proteftants had 
treated the firft decree he iflued, that of Worms, and would 
gladly have puniflied them. He confulted with the pope, 
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who avoided calling a general council; but they agreed that 


a diet of the empire fhould be aflembled, and that if the em. 


peror fhould not in that fucceed in reducing the proteftants, a 
council fhould be called. A diet was accordingly fummoned 


at Augjburg , and in the mean while the proteftants drew up 
a plan of their do&rine, which has ever fince been known bv 

.1 n .1 a n r nr r r m J 


Diet of 


the name of the Augjburg confeflion of faith. 


ytuos- 


The diet was opened the 20th of "June , 1530, and Charles 


laurg. 


prefided in it in perfon. Campeggio , the pope’s legate, endea 


voured to harangue the proteftants into a re-union with the 


church of Rome ; he was anfwered by a folemn requeft, made 

• 9 • « 1 1 f • J* « * 


by the elector of Saxony and the other princes of the protef- 


tant party, that they might, for their vindication, lay before him 


their confeflion of faith, with its authorities from fcripture. 


This favour was granted by Charles. The Romanifts put in 
an anfwer to the proteftant confeflion, but the proteftants re- 


fufed to comply with Charles , who preft them to a re-union 


with the Romijh church. Their obftinacy prevailed, and 


Charles was obliged to adjourn the diet for fix months. Du¬ 


ring that time, it was made penal for the proteftants to make 


profelytes to their own faith ; but the pope was to be requeft- 


ed to convoke a general council to meet in a year. The Lit- 


that 


thcrans were fo highly provoked at the adjournment, 
they withdrew from the diet before it took place, which 
Charles fo much refented, that he publifhed a decree, pro¬ 


hibiting the exercife of any but the Romijh religion, under fc 


vere corporal punifhments and lofs of eftate. The Luther¬ 


ans aflociated themfelves with the cantons of Z uric and Ba 


fil. The city of Strajbourg difagreed in many points of faith 


among themfelves, but all of them were unanimous in fepa 


rating from the church of Rome. 


teilants 


had 


The pro- The eledhor of Saxony , and the proteftant princes, 

other motives beiides that of religion for uniting together at 
oppofe the this period. Charles had openly declared, that he intended 


elefhon of his brother fhould be chofen king of the Romans , and this, 

_■» I_* vi . 1 n ■» n' n* 1 • /- * • • * a 


the king with the vaft power he pofiefled, raifed in the proteftants 


of the ko- fome apprehenfions which have proved fir.ee well grounded, 


mans 


that the empire, in time, would be rendered hereditary in the 
houfe of Auflria. The diet for chufing the king of the Ro 


mans was fummoned tc be held at Cologne , and the old elector 
of Saxony received a particular invitation to be prefent. He 

| 1 • • «« /“V • « a « * ^ ■ ft 


difeovered no diflatisfa&ion at the time, but he took the firft 


opportunity of compleating a plan for more firmly uniting the 
proteftant princes among themfelves, which he did at Smal 


cald , and the union was formed on the very day appointed 
for the election of a king of the Romans. By this league 01 
Smalcald ., the proteftant princes, ftates, and cities, entered 


into a defenfive alliance with one another, againft all who 
fhould attack them. 


The king of Denmark , the dukes of Po¬ 


merania and Mecklenburg , the cities of Hamburgh , Enibdet 
N'ji iheiniy Franck fort , Brunfwic , Gottingen , Minden Hanover 
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H'tldejheim, Lubec and Stetin were invited to join the league. 

After this they publifhed letters, which were addreffed to the 
emperor, containing a defence of their conduct, and complain¬ 
ing of the ele&ion of the king of the Romans , as being irre¬ 
gular, and againft the conftitutions of the empire. The af- 
fembly of Cologne paid no regard to thofe reafons, nor to the 
reprefentations of John Frederic , the elector of Saxony 9 s fon, 
who had been fent by his father to watch over the proceed¬ 
ings of the diet. Ferdinand was elected upon the ftrength of 
precedents, and crowned at Aix-la-Chapelle . The princes of 
the league of Smalcald, far from acknowledging the validity 
of this election, applied to Francis I. of France , and Henry 
VIII. of England , for affiftance and protection. Francis , 
though he burnt, proteftants in his own dominions, fupported 
thofe in Germany^ and fent them money. Henry gave them 
only promifes, being Hill in hopes of carrying his divorce at 
the court of Rome. 

The fear of the Turks and of foreign troops entering Ger- 
many , operated more ftrongly upon Charles than any princi¬ 
ples of moderation. Though he had put Albert of Branden¬ 
burg, the grand mafter of the Teutonic order, to the ban of the 
empire for turning proteftant, and difenfranchifing his popifli 
knights, yet he could carry his refentment no farther; for Al¬ 
bert was in poffeffion of the Ducal Prujjia. The proteftants 
refufed to contribute towards the war with the Turks , as long 
as the fevere edicfts which had been publifhed againft them 
were in force. Charles feemed, at laft, to liften to the advice 
of the elector of Mentis, to come to fome accommodation 
with the proteftants, and impowered him, with the elector Pa¬ 
latine, to invite the elector of Saxony and the landgrave of 
HeJJ'e , with other proteftant princes, to a conference at Schwein- 
Jurt. The terms which the popifli mediators had to offer, 
amounted to little more than fome few abatements of the 
rigour of the hnperial decrees, and thofe too, on the condi¬ 
tion that the. princes fhould renounce the league of Smalcald. 

The proteftants, on the other hand, infilled on the elecftion of 
the king of the Romans being declared void. An irruption of 
the Turks into the Aujlrian dominions effected an accommoda¬ 
tion. It was agreed that no regard fhould be had to the de- and obtain 
crees, either of Worms or Augjbourg ; that a general peace many ad- 
within Germany fhould take place, and that the fuhjecls of vantages, 
neither religion fhould quarrel on religious accounts ; but that 
a council fhould be afl'embled in fix months. The proteftants, 
in confideration of this indulgence, which was as great as 
they could have hoped for, agreed to aftift the emperor in his 
wars with the Turks ; and feven of the chief proteftant 
princes, with the deputies of twenty-four cities, figned the 
agreement, which was afterwards confirmed by the emperor 
in the diet of Rati/bon. 

The landgrave of Hejfe, and the wifeft of the proteftant 
princes, were earneft in their endeavours to improve the re- 

fpite 
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The Turks fpite they got by this concordate, by reconciling difference 
repul fed among the proteftants in religious matters. Luther, Melanc- 
in Hun- than, and Bucer, were the heads of fe£ts. They differed 
gary, upon matters they did not underflaijd, and the lefs each un- 

derflood them, he was the more obftmate. They were, how¬ 
ever, emulous to fhew their gratitude to the emperor, by con¬ 
tributing 150,000 florins, ana furnifhing a large body of men, 
towards his expedition againft the Turks , who were now ra¬ 
vaging Germany , and had advanced as far as Lintz. Solyman , 
their emperor, was at the head of 200,000 men, and Charles 
had about 120,000. Great matters were expected;from the 
campaign. But after the count Palatine had cut off a large 
body of the infidels, near Gratz in Stiria, Solyman made his 
retreat, and Charles inftead of depofing Zap olio, and recover¬ 
ing Hungary, returned to Germany , where his army was dif- 
banded. It is, perhaps, unjuft to blame him for this precipi¬ 
tate conduct, as moft of his foldiers were volunteers, and 
thought their engagements in the field over, as foon as the 
3 53 2 * Turks were repelled. In October 1532, Charles went to Italy, 

leaving his brother Ferdinand, his lieutenant in Germany. His 
bufinefs (as he pretended) was to confult with the pope, upon 
the meeting of a general council, in confequence of what he 
had promifed at Rati/bon . His real defign feems to have been 
to make a league with the pope, whom he met at Bologna , for 
preventing the return of the French to Italy. This league 
being concluded, he went- to Genoa, where he embarked for 
Death of Spain. In the mean while, the old elector of Saxony died, 
the old anc * was Succeeded by his fon, John-Frederic, not only in his 
elector O fdominions, but in his zeal for the proteftant religion. To 
Saxony. repaired the bifhop of Regis, on the part of the ‘pope, 

*'* and Lambert Briart , on that of the emperor, to found his dif- 

jpofitions, with regard to religious matters, on pretence of 
confulting with him upon the time, place, and manner of 


The duke 
of WIr¬ 
ion berg 

reflored. 


convoking a general council. 

The elector faw through their defign, but demanded time 
for taking the fenfe of his allies at Smalcald, 1 he prote¬ 
ftants aflembling there, returned a plaufible anfwer to the 
two ambaffadors, and thanked the emperor for his zeal in 
compofing the religious differences of Europe ; but they were 
not wanting to themfelves, in obviating his ambitious defigns. 
The landgrave of Hejfe undertook, by means of the French 
king, to replace the duke of Wirtemberg in his dominions, 
which had been taken from him by Charles, and given to his 
brother Ferdinand, on a very frivolous account. Francis I. 
generoufly lent the landgrave 100,000 crowns, andiabodyof 
men, upon a mortgage of the county of Montbeliard •, and 
with this aftifiance, the landgrave and the duke beat the 
Imperial troops, under that count Palatine who- had defeated 
the Turks. The duke, who was a proteftant, thus recovering 
his dominions, was a valuable acquifition to that interefl, nor 

was he or the princes of his party,, fparing in their profef- 

fions 



OF THE WORLD. 



fions of duty and attachment to the emperor and his brother, 
whom they now acknowledged as king of the Romans. Charles 
and Ferdinand were under a neceffity to diffemble; a *ew 
pacification was made between them and the proteftant 
princes, and the duke of IVlrtemberg was left in peaceable 
pofleflion of his dutchy; but it was declared to be a male fief 
of the houf/s of Aujlria , to which, confequently, in default of 
male heirs, it was to devolve. 

The court of Rome refented this pacification, to which the 
emperor and his brother had been obliged to fubmit, and lent 
its nuncio, Paul Verger , into Germany , with affurances to the 
princes, of his readinefs to call a general council, which in 
his heart he dreaded. Henry VIII. by this time had (hakcn off 
his allegiance to the papal power, and the proteftants had re¬ 
newed their league at Smalcald for ten years. The papal 
fulminations thus loft their effect; perfuafive methods were 
tried, but in vain; and the kings of England and France fent 
their ambafladors to the princes of the Smalcaldian league, to 
affine them of their friendfhip and protection. The profef- 
fions made by the Englijh monarch were full and fatisfaCtorv, 
thofe made by Francis empty and trifling. After fome vague 
affiirances, he apologized for having burnt fome proteftants, 
becaufe they were Sacramentarians , the moft rational, perhaps, 
of all the reformed fe£ts-, as they affirmed, that God was ia 
the bread only by faith. He likewife made a merit of having 
rejected an advantageous offer of alliance with the Turks . 

This profperous ftate of proteftantifm in Germany , far from 
producing fuitable effects, rendered the feCtaries wanton and 
frantic. The anabaptifts of Munjler , headed by one Rot- 
man , drove out their bifliop, magiftrates, and clergy, in- 
ftituted a new plan of fociety, which allowed of polygamy, 
and at laft they chofe one John of Leyden , who had joined 
them with a mad body of Friejlanders and Hollanders , for fnfurrcc- 
their king, and he actually was crowned at Munjler . That .tion and 
city, in the mean time, was befieged by its bifliop, who re- defeat of 
duced thofe wretches to miferies which enthufiafm alone the Ana- 


could endure. At laft the frenzy of fome among them fub- baptiits. 
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his glory, and the princes of Europe t faw the procedure of 
Francis with indignation. The Venetians armed againft him. 
The Swifs began to defert his fervice, and Charles in a public 
confiftory at Rome , where the pope prefided, fent' him a 
challenge of defiance to fingle combat. He at the fame 
time fettled with the pope, the meafures for convoking a ge- 
neral council, which was fixed to be held at Maniua in the 
enfuing June. Francis , by this time, was difpoflefled of all 
Piedmont , excepting the city of Turin , by Charles , who at 
the head of 50,000 men, againft the advice of his beft generals, 
invaded Provence , in hopes of being joined by the French 
proteftants. He was difappointed, all France armed againft 
him. He was defeated in an attempt he made upon Mar- 
feilles , and after lofing a vaft number of men by death and 
defertion, he returned to Genoa. 

Deputa- The proteftants, who had been for fome time unmolefted, 
tion of the fent thither three ambaftadors, Pappenhehn , Bambach , and 
prote- Peuthinger , to give Charles favourable impreffions of their 
Hants to loyalty and intentions. Charles feemed to liften to them with 

pleafure, and fent the pope’s bull, for the convocation of a 
council, to Smalcald, where the princes were, together with 
Luther and their chief divines. After debate, they abfolutely 
rejected the bull, and all councils which fhould be aflembled 
without the verge of the empire, or in which the pope was to 
prefide. Their firmnels on this oceafion, drove the catholic 
princes into a confederacy, to counterbalance that of Smal- 
cald. The chief of thofe princes were the archbifhops of 
Mentz and Saltzbourg , the two dukes of Bavaria , George 
duke of Saxony , and Evric and Henry dukes of Brunfwic. Even 
this meafure could not prevail with the pope to convoke the 
council at Mantua. The enmity between Charles and Francis 
was now at a greater height than ever, and alarmed the pope 
with the other catholic princes fo much, that they unani- 
moully interpofed for an accommodation ; but all they could 
effedf, was a truce for three months. The reputation of 
Charles at this time met with a terrible Ihock. The dauphin 
of France died, and the French emiffaries gave it out, that he 
had been poifoned by Charles. One Montecuculi , an Italian , 
in the train of Catharine de Medici , was accufed of being the 
aflaffin, and being put to the rack, fome words were extorted 
from him that favoured the fufpicion. It is, however, more 
probable, that if the young prince was poifoned, it was at the 
inftigation of that infernal woman, whofe huiband, Henry, 
became thereby heir-apparent to the French crown. 

,537. By this time, the king of Denmark, and the marquis of 
The furls Brandenburg , had acceded to the Smalcaldian league, and the 
defeat the pope with great difficulty prevailed on Francis and Charles 
Imperia- to repair to Nice , where he himfelf likewife attended, and 


lifts in 


the truce was prolonged to ten years. Before this, Francis 


Hungary, had entered into a treaty with Solyman the Turkijh emperor, 

who fent his admiral, Barbarojfa , to ravage the fea-coafts of 
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tfapfai and the Aujlrian dominions, from whence that bar¬ 
barian carried off 16,000 chriftians, who were made Haves. 
Solyman, in confequence of the fame league, invaded Hun- 
gary-> and between Buda and Belgrade , defeated the king of' 
the Romans , with the lofs of 16,000 Germans . Francis I. was 
too weak to fecond thofe vigorous efforts of the Turks , who 
gave a fecond defeat to the lmperialijls 9 but being unfupported 
by their ally, they returned to Cosi/lantinople. Charles now 
became, in his turn, a fuiter to the proteftants, that they would 
unite againft the common enemy; and in an affembly held at 
Frankfort , the exercife of the proteftant religion was indulged 
to its profeffors, for fifteen months longer, and the pacifica¬ 
tion of Nuremberg , with the imperial edict at Rati/bon , were 
to be confirmed. It was farther agreed, that a conference 
fhould be held at Nuremberg , between the learned of both 
perfuafions, and that the proteftant princes fhould fend their 
deputies to JVorjns , to agree upon their contingencies of 
troops and money, againft the Turks , but in the mean time 
they were to admit no more princes into the league of 

Smalcald. 


Charles continued {till in Spain , and 
tants of Ghent , his native place, were upon the brink of re- ‘ 
volting in defence of their privileges. ~ —... P a es 


es 


Ghmt . was then, per- h 


Europ 


ance a- 
inft the 


the governefs of the Low Countries. They had expe&ed to be p? . 
taken under the protection of France , but Francis not only J ‘ M 
generoufly refufed to take advantage of this diftrefs of Charles , 
but gave him the fulleft afiurances of fafety in his paflage 
through France ; his two Tons, Henry the dauphin, and 
Charles duke of Orleans , offering themfelves as hoftages for his 
fecurity. Charles , at this time, feems to have dropt his real 
chara&er. He refufed any fecurity, but that of the French 
king’s honour. Francis met him at Laches , in perfon, and at Polite en- 
their interview, no traces of their former enmity could be dif- tertain- 
cerned. The man to whom Francis had been a prifoner, and ment of 
whom he had reprefented as a poifoner, and he whom Charles Charles in 
had challenged as a traitor, and polled for a coward, clofed France „ 
together in embraces of mutual confidence and friendfhip. 

Francis attended his brother-monarch through Orleans to 
Paris, where he was entertained with the utmoft magnifi¬ 
cence and cordiality. It is faid, that Charles promifed Francis 
at this time, the inveftiture of the Milanefe, and that the latter 
afterwards repented of the generous treatment he had given 
his rival, whom the French princes of the blood conveyed as 
feras Valenciennes , the firft town of the Lovj Countries. 

g aflembled an army at Bruffels , entered Ghent , Charles 
Thirty of the leading mutineers were hang- punifhes 
were banifhed, and the citv was firiDt of its the Gben * 


as a conqueror 


privileges, arms, and artillery, befides being fined in ter s 


and bridled with a ftrong 


While 

Charles 



112 


A GENERAL HISTORY 


1540. 


A confe¬ 
rence ap¬ 
pointed. 


Liberty of 
confidence 
allowed in 

Germany. 

1541. 


Charles remained in the Low Countries , the proteftants com¬ 
plained of many infractions of the Frankfort agreement; and 
infilled upon the propofed conference among the learned. 
They were oppofed by the papifls, but Charles ratified the 
Frankfort agreement, and appointed a diet at Worms , to 
be held in Ottober following, for the termination of all farther 
religious difputes, to the great mortification of the pope. 
The Luiheran religion continued to profper in Germany. The 
duke of Mifnia and Thuringia dying a flrong Roman catholic, 
he had left his great pofTeflions to the houfe of Aujlria , in 
prejudice of his brother Henry, and his family, who were 
proteftants. The elector of Saxony 1, the landgrave of JM, 
and other proteftant princes oppofed this destination. The 
hereditary fiefs in Germany , were not to be alienated from 
the lawful heirs, on account of any religious difpute; and 
Luther , with his aflbeiates, feconding their reafoning by their 
lermons, the inhabitants of the countries in queftion em¬ 
braced proteftantifm, and the new heir took pofleflion of his 
eftates. Charles was too wife to attempt to reduce the pro¬ 
teftants by force, in this profperous ftate of their affairs, and 
indeed, the averfion he fhewed to them was rather political 
than religious. He at laft appointed the learned conference 
fo often mentioned, between three doctors, on each fide. 
The Roman catholic champions were John Eckius , John 
Gropperus , and Julius Pfugius ; thofe for the proteftants, 
were Melancthon , Bucer , and Pijlorius. The prefidents were 
to be the count Palatine of the Rhine , and the famous 
Granvel , the emperor’s firft minifter. This conference, like 
all others of the like kind, broke up without any effe£t, and 
Charles remitted the confideration of the difputed points, 
notwithftanding all the remonftrances of the pope and his 
nuncio, Contarini , to a future diet. 

In the mean while, Charles indulged the proteftants with as 
much latitude, in matters of religion, as they could reafonably 
defire, and at laft he publifhed a decree, called the Interim , 
which in fact eftablifhed a toleration of both religions all over 
the empire. During the diet of Ratifbon , in 1541, Charles 
put the duke of Cleves to the ban of the empire, for his having 
thrown himfelf under the protection of France , and gave or¬ 
ders that ail Germans fhould leave the French fervice. The 


diet breaking up, he paffed to Italy , having formed the pro¬ 
ject of a frefli defeent upon Barbary. He landed on the coafls 
of Algiers , the 23d of October, with an army of 24,000 men. 
This expedition was extremely unfortunate ; fcarcely had he 
formed the fiege of Algiers , when ftorms by fea, and infidels 
by land, reduced his army to 10,000 men, funk 15 of his 
galleys, and near 100 of his other fhips; fo that he was 
obliged to return with the miferable remains of his force to 


Carthagcna. 

’lapolio, the Turkijh king of Hungary , -was now dead, and 
had left his foil Stephen under the tuition of his mother, at 

Buda, 
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Suda. The king of the Romans would gladly have performed The T urks 
homage to Solyman for that crown, but the haughty Othman defeat 
infixing upon his doing it for Aujlria iikewife, and other Ferdinand 
mortifying terms, Ferdinand laid fiege to Buda. Solyman in Hun- 
marched to its relief, and totally defeating Ferdinand's army, gary. 
he got pofleffion of the perfons of the young prince and his 
mother, whom he had pretended to protect, and annexed 
Hungary to his own dominions. A diet being aflembled at 
Spire, the princes unanimoufly agreed, to contribute their 
quotas againft the common enemy of Chrifiendom , and the 
pope’s legate informed the members, that his mafter had 
pitched upon Trent, for holding a general council, on the 
ift of November following, and that he had invited the em¬ 
peror and the French king to fend their ambafiadors thither. 

But thofe two princes were once more at war with each 
other. 1 Charles had evaded the demand which Francis had 
made of the inveftiture of Milan , for his fon; and, as Francis 
alleged, he was privy to the aflaffination of two of his am- 
bafladors, one to Venice , and another to Con/lantinople. What¬ 
ever may be in this, it is certain, that Francis cultivated the 
friendfhip of the Turks , with a view of their diftreffing Ger¬ 
many, and thereby alienated from himfelf the affe6tions of the 
proteftant princes there, who were difgufted with the incon- 
fiftencies and infidelity of his conduct. 

Francis attacked Charles in Brabant , Luxembourg, Artois, A new 
Piedmont, and Roufdlon , at the fame time; but met with war with 
nothing but (hame and difappointments. Charles publifhed Frame. 
manifeftoes reproaching Francis, for his alliance with the 
Turks, and Francis anfwered him, by faying, that when he 
was attacked by wolves, it was lawful for him to call dogs to 
his affiftance. In an allembly at Nuremberg , in the beginning 
of the year 1543, where Ferdinand prefided, the members 
came to fevcral vigorous refolutions againft the Turks ; and 
fent a kind of a petition to Charles in Spam, defiring him to 
return to Germany, to defend it againft fuch a complication of 
enemies; the French , under the duke of Cleves , having like- 
wife invaded it. Charles complied with this requeft, ana after Charts 
indi&ing a diet at Spire, he arrived in Germany , and put him- returns to 
fclf at the head of an army, againft the d uke of Cleves. He Germany . 
opened the campaign by taking Duren, after a bloody fiege, 
upon which, the towns of 'Jiuiers, Ruremond, and Venlo, fur- 
rendered. The duke of Cleves found himfelf obliged to pur- 
chafe his pardon, by agreeing to the terms which Charles pre¬ 
ferred, and renouncing the alliance of France and Denmark. 

While he was thus making his peace, Francis was advancing 
with an army to fupport him, but all he could do, ,was to take 
Luxembourg , while Charles, by the affiftance of his new con¬ 
federates, the Englijh, laid fiege to Landreci , which was fo 
well prepared to receive him, that he abandoned his enter- 
prize, and returned to Germany to hold a diet at Spire. This 
diet had been convoked to fatisfy the proteftants, on the fub- 

Vol. IX. I jea 
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je<ft of their grievances, and to fupport Charles in his wars, 
with the Turks and the French . Farther liberty of confcience 
was granted to the proteftants, till a national council fhould 
fit in Germany , or till another diet was convoked, and it was 
decreed, that a like number of judges in the Imperial chamber, 
fhould be chofen out of each religion. 

The pro- The proteftants, overjoyed at thofe and many other con- 
teflants ceflions in their favour, agreed with the other members, to 
afiift him. grant to the emperor double fubfidies, and voted fix Roman 

months (a fupply fo called) towards the expence of 4000 
cavalry and 24,000 infantry, to be employed againft the 
French king, and that every perfon throughout the empire, 
fhould contribute according to his abilities, towards the war 
againft the Turks. The elector of Saxony, recognized Fer¬ 
dinand as king of the Romans. Charles approved of all that 
had been done, and agreed that the eledlor of Saxony , fliould 
fucceed to the dominions of the duke of Cleves , in cafe the 
latter fhould die without male-iftiie. At the fame time, a pri¬ 
vate compact was entered into, between the houfes of Aujlria 
and Saxony , by which the ele&or’s eldeft fon was to marry 
Ferdinand's eldeft daughter, provided the religious differences 
could be fettled before fhe was of age for confummation. Charles 
made the beft apology he could to the catholics, for agreeingto 
fo many conceflions in favour of the proteftants, and concerted 
meafures with the king of England , for retrieving the Ioffes 
he had lately received in Italy, by the fuccefs of the French 
arms. This plan extended even to the facking the city of 

Charles's, P ar is by their joint force. The emperor befieged and took 

Metz, retook Luxembourg , with many other places on the 

1 | • • | f ^ ^ A 


league 
with Eng¬ 
land a- 
gainll 

France, 


frontiers of France , and advanced with inconceivable rapidity 
to Chatcaa-Tbierry , while the Englijh amufed themfelves 
with taking Boulogne, and fome frontier towns in Picardy .; 
luccefles which did not at all anfwer the intention of their 
grand plan. Francis was now reduced to vaft diftrefs, and 
Charles, who was fecretly diflatisfied with the Englijh , liftened 
to terms of an accommodation with Francis, which was con¬ 
cluded at Creqni ; the particulars of which, will fall pro¬ 
perly under another head of this hiftory; but the emperor 
engaged to forward an accommodation between France and 
England, which, however, he could not effedf, though his 
mediation was backed by that of the proteftants. 

The pope now convoked the fo often mentioned- council, 
f he pro- to meet in March, 1545, and the emperor called another 
tenants <diet at Worms , where the proteftant princes abfolutely re- 

fufed to acknowledge any council, that was held under the 


1 - 


545 


unite a* 
gainft the 
emperor. 


pope; upcyi which the emperor broke up the diet, or rather 
adjourned it to Ratijbon. Tire hiftorians of both parties are 
far from being agreed, as to the caufes of the civil war, that 
followed in Germany. Perhaps both were to blame ; but it is 
certain, that the jealoufy the proteftants entertained againft 
the home of Auffria , and the paflion which Charles and his 

brother 



ii; . 


OF THE WORLD. 

* 

brother entertained for its aggrandizement, rather than any 
religious tenets, (though it muft be owned they too operated 
ftrongly) contributed towards it. Henry of Brunfwic , who 
had received levy-money from the French king, turned the 
troops he raifed by it againft the proteftants, who could not 
be perfuaded, that the emperor himfelf, notwithstanding all his 
profefliens to the contrary, did not fecretly favour and autho¬ 
rize his proceedings. The landgrave of HeJJ'e , at the head of 
a proteftant army, defeated Henry and took him prifoner. 
Charles interceded in his favour, and concluded a truce with 
the Turks , but at the fame time, ordered the proteftants to 
lay down their arms, as their danger no longer exifted. Pro- 
ceffes before the Imperial courts, were now renewed againft 
the proteftants, to oblige them to give up the church-lands 
they held. But in 1546, they aflembled at Franckfort , and 
refolved to defend themlelves by force, againft the execution 
of the Imperial decrees. In this refolution, they were greatly 
encouraged by the elector Palatine joining their confederacy ; 
but their caufe at this time received a blow, by the death of 
Luther , which happened juft about the time the council of 
Trent was opened, and at the age of 62. 

Charles by this time was 46 years of age, but his conftitutiori 
had been greatly impaired, and perhaps, his natural temper 
foured, by the prodigious toils, both civil and military, which 
he had undergone. His infirmities had difabled him from 
appearing at the diet of Ratijbon y till fix months after it had 
been convoked. Perceiving that the proteftant princes 
neither appeared in their own perfons, nor fer.t deputies to it, 
he broke out, publicly, into bitter inve£tives againft them, 
and concluded a very advantageous treaty with the pope, for 
fupprefling them, which produced another, between France 
and England , by way of counter-balance. Both parties now 
prepared for war ; Charles had obtained of the pope, Paul III. 
10,000 Italian foot, and 500 light horfe; for which he paid 
him 200,000 crowns for fix months; but his holinefs granted 
him at the fame time, half the church revenues of Spain , and 
gave him leave to mortgage the income of the monafterial 
pofleflions there, to the amount of 500,000 crowns. Charles 
had likewife in Italy , an army of veteran Spanijh. foot and 
horfe, the belt troops then in the world, and he himfelf had 
abilities, both in peace and war, fuperior to thofe of any of 
the^proteftant chiefs. Before hoftilities commenced, h 

that he had 


e pu~ 
taken 


- .5, 
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blilhed an artful manifefto, importing, 
arms againft the princes of the league of Smalcald , notbecaufe 
they were proteftants, but rebels, by holding unlawful af- 
femblies, opprefling their fellow fubjecls, and linking them- 
ftlves with foreign princes, againft the Imperial authority. 

1 he eleftor of Saxony , and landgrave of Hejfe > in a counter , 

manifefto, accufed Charles of tyrannizing over the confciences d 
of mpn. „nri took the field with 70,000 foot, and 15,000 11:1 


of men, and 
horfe, with 


130 pieces or cannon 
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The reader may eafily perceive, that Charles did not depend, 
in this war, on his German pofleflions. That people would 
not have furnifhed him with the vaft expences it required, nor 
durft the pope have given him leave to mortgage their eccle- 
fiaftical pofleflions. Notwithftanding this, he adled with a 
fpirit and dignity becoming the head of an empire. He laid 
the elector of Saxony, and the landgrave of HeJJe, under the 
ban of the empire, and promifed the ele&or’s dominions to 
his coufin, Maurice, though he was a proteftant. Having 
fortified Ratijbon, he took up a ftrong camp upon the Ifer, 
and being joined by the Italian and Spanijh troops, he faw 
as does himfelf at the head of 45,000 brave well difeiplined foldiers. 
Charles, qphe eleCtor of Saxony had been pufhed by the landgrave, 

to attack Charles before his army was aftembled, but that 
elector declined giving umbrage to the elector of Bavaria, 
in whofe territories both armies were, and who declared, 
that he would obferve a ftriCt neutrality; upon which they 
marched to attack Ratijhon. Charles had not yet been joined by 
his Low Country troops, and the proteftants had taken advan¬ 
tage of his ina&ivity to poffefs themfelves of the pafles of the 
Tirolefe, from whence they extended themfelves to the Danube. 
Six Swifs regiments ferved in their army, as did Philip of 
Brunfwic , and four of his fons, three princes of the houfe of 
Anhalt, George of Wirtcmburg , the counts of Oldenburg, 
Mansfield, Ottingen, Honneberg, and Frujlcmhcrg ; each at the 
head of his own regiment, not to mention many other 
princes, and the proteftant cities, which likewife contributed 
their quotas, and, in a few days, they were joined by the 
Palatine troops; fo that upon the whole, the emperor durft 
not venture to attack them. 

who In the mean while, Maurice of Saxony declared for the 
breaks the emperor, and the breach widened between the elector of 
proteftant Saxony and the landgrave of Hejfe. Maurice , at the head of 
confede- 10,000 foot and 30C0 horfe, took pofleflion of the electorate 
lacy, of Saxony , where he defeated the electoral troops; and count 

de Burcn who commanded the Imperial troops, from the Loiv 
Countries , by a foldierlike march, eluded the vigilance of the 
proteftants, and joined the Imperial camp at Ingoljladt. It is 
probable, that before this junction, if the proteftants had vi- 
goroufly attacked Charles in his camp, he would have been 
defeated ; but after his army was affembled, he took Nettling, 
and after various marches and counter-marches, he got pof- 

feflion of Donavert, in a manner, which fliewcd his fuperiority 
of (kill, over the proteftant generals, who loft feveral oppor¬ 
tunities of attacking him with decifive advantages. Many 
reafons may be afligned for their mifearriages, befides the 
capital one, the differences between their two commanders in 
chief. The Imperial authority, and the name of Charles, 
were ftill dreaded in Germany . He had intelligence of all 
their decifions and defigns. The great foreign fupports of the 
league of Smalcald, the kings of England and France , were 

now 
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n0V ir dead, and the elector of Saxony had been ftript of his 
dominions. Towards the end of the year, the princes offered 
to open conferences for an accommodation, but Charles treat¬ 
ing them with haughtinefs and feverity, the elector of Saxony 
formed connexions with the proteftants of Bohemia ; but his 
hopes from them foon vanifhed, by the vigilance and intrigues 
of the king of the Romans . Vine duke of TVirtcmberg , who 
owed fo much to the Saxon family, was the firft who deferted 
the common caufe of proteftantifm, and the eleXor Palatine 
purchased his peace, by throwing himfelf at the emperor’s 
feet, and eight proteftant towns withdrew their quotas from 

the confederacy. 

Notwithftanding thofe great _ defections, th? eleXor of 
Saxonvt by means of his Bohemian allies, who now openly 
declared againft their king Ferdinand, ftill kept the field, and t ^ e c j ec _ 
recovered fome of his dominions. Early in the fpring, the tQr 
emperor refolved to put an end to the war, and marching at $ axovy 
the head of all his army from Egra, he fent his Hungarian and T>ri f 0 ^ er . 
Spanijh horfe before him, to take pofleflion of all the paffes, that p 
the eleXor of Saxony , who was encamped at Mulbcrg behind 
the Elbe , might have no intelligence of his approach. His vi¬ 
gour and fecrecy fucceeded fo well, that the eleXor knew no¬ 
thing of his march, till he faw his troops on the other fide of 
the river. At firft he would not believe them to be bnpcrialijls , 
but the Spanijh foldiers plunged into the ftream, deftroyed a 
bridge of boats made by the elcXor, and fwam crofs the river 
with their fwords in their mouths. This uncommon intre¬ 
pidity, daunted the eleXor fo much, that he gave orders for a 
retreat. But the Imperialifls having palled the river in boats, 
part of which they brought along with them in waggons, the 
emperor ordered him to be purfued by his cavalry, which they 
did, and overtook him in a wood, called, d' er Schwainhart. 

The eleXor was then in a poor condition, to fight fuch an 
army as Charles had with him. He had fent part of his troops 
to TVirtcmberg , and part to Bohemia , fo that he is faid to have 
had with him, not above 10,000 fighting men. Finding it 
impoflible to efcape, he prepared to fight, on the 24th of 
April ; but his army was cut in pieces, by that of the Imperia- 
lifts , who are faid to have loft no more than 40 men. He 
himfelf behaved bravely in his own perfon, but being .wound¬ 
ed in the cheek, and furrounded by his enemies, he fur- 
rendered himfelf prifoncr to a Mijnian gentleman, one Thilon 
Trotte , who carried him to the duke of Alva. 

It is certain, that during this whole war, the empeEor be- Behaviour 
haved with wonderful moderation towards the proteftants. of Charles 
Two days before the battle, duke Mlawice generoufly fent towards 
his kinfman, the eleXor of $axony y an account of Charles's hi 
ftrength, and earneftly importuned him to £ubmi,t, 
was difpofed to grant him, even then, very advantageous 
terms. The elector trufting to the river, rejeXed. hjs. advice 
with a haughtinefs, that no doubt was offenfive to Charles . 
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Wh^n the duke of Alva brought theele&or into the Imperial 

prefence, I yield myfelf \ faid he, a captive to your majejly ; but 
I humbly hope for a prifon fuitable to my rank . You own me then 
for emperor! replied Charles with a difdainful fmile, your treat¬ 
ment fall he according to your defert. In faying this he left 
him, and the king of the Romans reproached him with great 
rudenefs. Along with the ele&or, Erne/l duke of Brunfwic 
was taken prifoner, and Charles ordered a court of juftice, of 
which the fevere duke of Alva was appointed preiident, to try 
the elector, who was there condemned to iofe his head, and 
to forfeit all his dominions. He was playing at chefs with 
Ernejl of Brunfwic when his fentence was intimated to him; 
but before it could be executed, the elector of Brandenburg 
and duke Maurice interceded fo effectually in his favour, that 
Charles confented to fpare his life, provided he would re¬ 
nounce the electoral dignity for himfelf and his heirs, and 
give up the towns of iVirtemberg and Gotha , with all his 
conquefts and alliances. The emperor, on his part, reftored 
the duke of Brunfwic to his liberty, confented that duke 
Maurice, on whom the electorate was beftowed, fhould pay 
an annuity of 50,000 crowns to the depofed eleCtor, who was 
to refide in the town of Gotha, but a prifoner under an Impe¬ 
rial guard. Sibilla of Clevcs, the elector’s wife, threw herfelf 
at the emperor’s feet to obtain her hufband’s liberty, but Charles 
wholly rejected her fuit. 

pjj s Before the battle of Mulberg , the pope, who was lefs afraid 
treachery the proteftants than of Charles , had withdrawn from him 
to the his Italian auxiliaries ; and after the eleCtor of Saxony s perfon 
landgrave was difpofed of, duke Maurice and the eleCtor of Brandenburg 
of BeJJK undertook to mediate with Charles for the landgrave of Hejfe. 
whom he Gharles, who was heartily exafperated at the pope, fhewcd 
detains in himfelf placable, provided the landgrave would agree to fucli 
yii'lon. terms as fhould difable him from appearing againft him inarms 
c for the future. Charles, to give the greater weight to this pro- 

pofal, which was branched out into a great variety of parti¬ 
culars, and of which the eleCtor of Brandenburg, the count 
Palatine, and duke Maurice were to be the guarantees, ad¬ 
vanced with his army towards Hejfe. The landgrave thought 
proper to fubmit, and figning the treaty (which contained, 
as he imagined, a claufe importing that he fhould not be 
detained a prifoner) afked pardon of the emperor on his 
knees. In the evening he, with the elector of Brandenburg 
and duke Maurice, fupped with the duke of Alva, but after 
fupper he was given to underftand that he was under an arreft. 
His two friends, who remained with him all night, expoftu- 
lated next day upon this treachery. They denied that the 
treaty contained any claufe for the landgrave’s liberty, and 
producing it, jt was found that by an infamous perverfion of 
a Tingle letter in a German word, it was made to fay, that the 
eleCtor fhould not remain in perpetual imprifonment, inftead 
of importing that he fhould be confined to no prifon. 


The 
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The two princes rcfented this deception, which had been A new 
overlooked by the landgrave, and Charles was inclined to have diet at 
fet him at liberty, had he not been difluaded from it by his Augf- 
Spanijh and Low Country minifters. The landgrave fubmitted bourg. 
without repining, and punctually performed all the terms of 
the treaty. At the fucceeding diet at Atigfbourg , held the firft 
of September , the princes of the empire, popifh as well as 
proteftant, joined with the landgrave’s wife and fons in their 
applications for his liberty ; but Charles was not then to be in¬ 
timidated by the threats of a diet. He was abfolute mafter in 
Germany , and he plainly told the princes, that perfonal mat¬ 
ters ought to have the laft place in their deliberations, and 
that the affairs of religion ana the internal tranquillity of the 
empire, ought to have the firft. He then ordered a projeft 
of regulating controverted points of divinity on a certain 
footing, till a council could be called j and therefore it ob¬ 
tained the name of “ ad interim.” Among other particulars con¬ 
tained in this projed, the proteftant clergy were permitted to 
marry, and to adminifter the facrament to the people in both 
kinds. This fcheme was received by the princes, or rather 
obtruded upon them by the eledor of Mentz as a decree; but 
its contents were difpleaftng to both parties. 

Charles then applied himfelf with great affiduity to regulate 
the courts and adminiftration of juftice in the empire, and 
added ten affeflbrs to the Imperial chamber. To keep duke 
Maurice , who was ftill importunate for the liberty of his 
kinfman, quiet, he gave the inveftiture of the eledorate 
of Saxony to him and his heirs in perpetuity, and failing them, 
to his brother duke Henry and his heirs. In all other matters, 
the diet entirely complied with Charles , who introduced many 
new inftitutions for the benefit of the empire, and the re- 
eftablifhment of its tranquillity. In particular, he made 
the faireft profeffions to the proteftants to induce them to 
fend deputies to the council, which was to refume its feffions 
at Trent . Charles then fet out for the Low Countries , to meet 
his fon Philipp at Brujfels■ He was no fooner gone, than the 
proteftant princes refumed their courage, complained of the 
inquifition which had been ereded in the Low Countries by 
Charles , through which their trade with thofe parts was de- 
ftroyed, and entered a formal proteft againft the ad interim. 

Charles returning to Germany , abolifhed his Low Country in- 
quifition, and allured the diet of Augjbourg. that all religious 
differences (hould be amicably adjufted at Trent. He then dif- 
miffed the diet, and went to Infpruck, where the Saxon , the 
Brandenburg , the Danijh , and other ambafladors renewed their 
felicitations for the landgrave’s liberty. Maurice of Saxony 
meeting with nothing but evafive anfwers, refolved to retrieve Evafive 
his credit with thofe of his religion, many of whom thought conduct of 
that he held a fecret correfpondence with the emperor. He the era- 
knew that Charles never could be his hearty friend, and that peror, 
without diftinguifhing himfelf by fome bold ftroke, he could 

I 4 not 
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not revive the confidence of the other party. The city of 
Magdebourg , at that time one of the moft powerful in Ger¬ 
many, had refufed to obey the Imperial decrees, for which it 
was put under the ban of the empire, the execution of which 
was committed to duke Maurice , who fuffered the Magde- 
bourgers to beat the duke of Mecklenburgh , but they after¬ 
wards furrendered their city to him upon capitulation. Mau¬ 
rice engaged in his fervice the troops with which he had re¬ 
duced Magdebourg , entered into a fecret alliance with Henry 
II. of France , the elector, and marquis of Brandenburg , the 
count Palatine , and other heads of the proteftant party, and 
refolved to declare again ft Charles , who was now intent upon 
his Italian wars, as his brother Ferdinand was upon thofe with 
the Turks in Hungary. 

When Maurice took the field, Charles had but few troops 
in Germany , fo that the former made a moft rapid progreis. 
After taking the city of Augjbourg and many other places in 
Suabia , he advanced towards the Alps to fecure their moft 
important pafles againft the return of the Spanifh and Italian 
troops into the empire. Charles , aftonifhed at the fuccefs of 
Maurice , fent his brother Ferdinand to treat with him. Mau¬ 
rice amufed Ferdinand with the hopes of a congrefs at Augf- 
bating, and a fifteen days truce on its meeting; but no fooner 
was Ferdinand departed to give an account of his negociation 
to his brother, than he was followed by Maurice , who bravely 
forced the pafles of the vallies leading to Injpruck , and would 
have feized the perfon of Charles , who was ill of a fit of the 


narrowly gout, had he not been carried off in a litter, attended by 
efcapes the depofed elector of Saxony (whom Charles , on this occafion, 
being feiz- rc fl 0 red to his liberty ) and his brother Ferdinand. Next day 
ed at h'J- Maurice entered Injpruck , and gave up all the eft'efts of the em¬ 
peror to his foldiers. In the mean while, the French king re- 
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duced Verden, Tcul, Metz , Hand, and all Terrain , which he 
pretended to hold as vicar of the empire, and advanced to¬ 
wards Haguenau. The princes of Germany were now aflem- 
bled at PaJJau , to treat of an accommodation between Charles 
and Maurice. The former threatened to fend to the latter 
the head of the landgrave, if he fhould not agree to reafonable 
terms. This menace was not loft, and the famous pacifica¬ 
tion, known by the name of that of PaJJau , and which, in 
fact, was the bafis of proteftant liberty, was concluded; the 
council of Trent having diflolved itfelf upon the approach of 
Maurice . By this pacification, which was concluded on the 
twelfth of Augujt, 1552, a general amnefty on all fides was 
eftablifhed ; the proteftants were allowed the free exercife of 
their religion, and a re-admiflion to the Imperial chamber, 
from whence they had been excluded fince their defeat at MuT 


. The liberty of the landgrave of HeJJe was, at the fame 
?, verbally ftipulated ; and afterrcceivingfome impediments 
in pafling through the Low Countries, he returned to his own 


berg 
time 


dominions. 
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Germany was, at this time, in a moft miferable fituation. State of 
Charles and Ferdinand quarrelled about the fucceffion to the Germany . 
empire, which Charles wanted for his fon Philip, and becaufe 
Ferdinand would not give it up, he required the electors to 
depofe him, which they refufed to do. Henry II. of France , 
bad fent to Maurice and his confederates 5 40,000 crowns, 
which enabled them to lay wafte the lands of their country¬ 
men. Albert of Brandenburg plundered the Teutonic com- 
manderies, and over-run Suabia , while the dominions of 
jilentz, Worms and Spire, were ravaged by the proteftant con¬ 
federates, who laid liege to Franckfort itfelf. Charles borrow¬ 
ed 200,000 crowns from the duke of Florence , and laid liege 
to Metso-, but he was, by the duke of Guife , obliged to raife 
it. The pacification of Pajfau having fecured the proteftants 1553. 
from their apprehenfions of Charles’s power, they united under 
him againft the French king, and even Albert, marquis of 
Brandenburg , fubmitted to his authority. Early this year 
Charles took Terouenne , and rafed it to the ground, as he did 
Hefdin , and then he refigned the command of his army to 
Emanuel Philibert , fon to the duke of Savoy , being intent at 
that time upon finifhing the marriage of his fon Philip with 
queen Mary of England. Albert of Brandenburg, the moft 
reftlefs prince of his age, now renewed his ravages upon the 
Roman catholics in fuch a manner as threatened deftru&ion to 
the empire. The great Maurice of Saxony took up arms 
againft him, and loft his own life in beating Albert , who es¬ 
caped to Franconia , from whence he was driven by Ferdinand’s 
troops to France , but was admitted as a party in a treaty of 
truce concluded at Vaucelles between the emperop and the 
French king. 

A new diet, at this time, was held at AuMbourg, by Ferdi - Another 
nand, for executing the treaty of PaJJdu. The debates were diet at 

carried on with great animofity, and chiefly turned upon the /} U g $- 
feizures which fome temporal eftates had made of ecclefiaftical hourg* 
revenues; but it was agreed, that no member of either pro- 
feffion (hould fuffer for his religion, and that the civil and, 
ecclefiaftical power fhould be always confidered as diftin& ob¬ 
jects. Charles began now to form ideas very different from 
thofe he had entertained before. His gout and infirmities had 
afforded him leifure for reading and refie&ion, which gave 
him favourable impreflions of proteftantifm, and he found that 
his greatnefs had been attended with fo much trouble and dif- 
quiet, that it was not worth enjoying any longer, and there¬ 
fore he refolved to retire from the world. His paffion for ag¬ 
grandizing his family ftill remained with him, and trufting to 
the capricious difpofition of the Englijh, he had confented to 
difhonourable terms of marriage between Mary of England Charles 
and his fon Philip , to whom he had refigned Naples, Sicily, abdicates 
and the Milanefe. He had feen himfelf out-witted by his his domi- 
brother Ferdinand, who kept faft hold of the iucceifion to the nions. 

empire, Qqe half of Germany hated him } the other half did 

not 
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not regard him ; the Spaniards complained that he exhauft. 
ed their country of men and riches, in quarrels entirely fo. 
reign to their interefts, and that the riches of the new world 
were infufficient to fatisfy his ambition. His fubjects of the 


Low 


abolifh 


he had a moll uncomfortable.profpect before his eyes, if he did 
not dive# himfelf of his power ; fo that his refignation of his 
dominions was a meafure equajly dictated by prudence and 
philofophy. He aflemt* ’ ~ ~ 

BruJJels , and there he 
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fidelity to his fon Philip 
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fieflions. His refignation of the emj 
fpirits. Finding himfelf baffled by F, 
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He 


chofen king of the Romans ; but Ferdinand refolved to con¬ 
tinue that dignity in his own family. Charles then, after he- 
fitating a year from the time of his abdicating the crown of 
Spain, .fent the prince of Orange , Hilde , the vice chancellor 
of the empire, and Haller , his fecretary, as his ambafladors to 
the diet, with a formal refignation of the empire to his bro¬ 
ther Ferdinand . 

Charles is now to be confidered as a private perfon, having 
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pain 


five crowned heads j his fon Philip ; his fon-in-law Maxim • 
lian, king of Bohemia ; the king of Tunis ; his two fitters, 
the queens dowager of France and Hung ry ; befides the dukes 
and dutchefles of Savoy, Lorrain , and Parma. He then bade 
a formal adieu to all his greatnefs, and when he landed at 
Loredo in Spain, he proftrated himfelf on the ground, uttering 
the moll edifying expreffions of humility and affection for that 
country. At Valadolid, to which he was conveyed in a litter, 
he had an interview with his unfortunate grandfon Carlo j, 
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From thence he repaired 

Juft 


Eft . 


Here he practifed all the aufterities of a mo 


naftic life during two years. He caufed his obfequies to be 
celebrated, himfelf afiifting at them, lying in the coffin which 
His death, was receive his body after death ; and at laft died in earneft, 

of a gouty fever, in the 58th year of his age. At the time 
of his death he received the facramerit in both kinds, a cir- 


offspring, 

and 
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more than queftionable. 

Charles married Ifabella, daughter of Emanuel, king of Por¬ 
tugal, after being betrothed in his nonage to five different prin- 
cefies. By her he' had a fon, Ferdinand, who died in his in* 

fancy j Philip II, his fucceflor in the crown of Spain 5 Math 

the 



WW 


* 

t 


O F T H E W O R L D. 1*3 

wife of Maximilian II. emperor of Germany \ and Jane, 
who married prince John of Portugal . His natural children 
were Don John of Aujfria , governor of the Lew Countries ; and 
Margaret, who was firft the wife of Alexander de Medecis, 
duke of Urbino ; and afterwards of Ottavius Farnefe , duke of 
p ar ma. This lady made afterwards a great figure, as go¬ 
verned of the Loiv Countries. Eleonora , queen dowager of 
France, filler to Charles , and his other filter, Mary , queen 
dowager of Hungary and Bohemia , died about the fame time 
as Charles. 

The character of few princes are more hard to be drawn character, 
than that of Charles V. becaufe of the inequalities it contain¬ 
ed. Though brave, generous, and politic, his condudl was 
fometimes cowardly, mean; and capricious ; fo that he may be 
laid to have been wife to no end. He mounted the Imperial 
throne chiefly through his own addrefs and application. While 
he held his rival, Francis , prifoner, he forefaw and foretold 
all that afterwards happened, and his behaviour towards him 
was fuch as excufed, if not juftified, Francis in not fulfilling 
the terms upon which he was fet at liberty. Had Charles 
treated Francis with that noble generofity which prudence as 
well as magnanimity dictates, Francis mull: have been inde- 
fenfible in his conduct towards him. Though it is evident, 
from various tranfadlions of Charles’ s reign in Germany , that 
he favoured the proteftants in his heart, yet he was fo much 
loured by religious altercations, that he attempted to extin- 
guilh them in the Low Countries , by erecting a Roman catho¬ 
lic inquifition there. Charles purfued even his moft upright 
meafures by dark and indiredt means, and was generally in^* 
decifive in his moft important concerns, through that diftruft 
which always hung about him. He was fparing, even to a 
fault, of expences upon his own perfon ; but was liberal to¬ 
wards all his faithful minifters and able fervants. His pati¬ 
ence under bodily infirmities, and his temperance, were ex¬ 
emplary. He was not unacquainted with the Latin language, 
but fpoke the Fleinijh , German, Spanijl), French , and Italian 
with fluency. His affedtion towards his relations was laud¬ 
able, and he fupported the caufe of his aunt Catherine , queen 
of England, with great firmnefs and dignity. His punctuality 
to his word was exemplified in many cafes, efpecially in his 
bellowing the electorate of Saxony upon duke Maurice , though 
a declared proteftant. But even this inftance of his genero¬ 
fity was tarnilhed by his meannefs towards the landgrave of 
Hejfe, which had almoft coft him his liberty and empire. 

Charles V. in his perfon, had a pleafing afpedt; his nofe was 
aquiline; he wore his hair Ihort, and excepting on days of 
ceremony, he had nothing about his drefs that could diftin- 
guilh him from a gentleman of midling fortune. That he 
was a good judge of mankind, appears from his choice of ge¬ 
nerals and minifters; and though he is accufed of a partiality 
towards the Spaniards and the Flemings , yet we ought to con- 
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fider, that his fituations, and the circumftances of the time 


were 
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and the ele&or Maurice of Saxony, were the moft illuftriou 1 
and moft capable of ferving him, had they not been prey 
teftants. 
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Ferdinand the firji * 

HIS prince was a native of Spain , and his brother is 

faid to have removed him to Germany when young, be- 
the Spaniards afte&ed him more than they did Charles 
himfelf, who, to them, was a foreigner. At the time of his 
acceffion to the empire, he was in his own right poflefled of 
Bohejnia and Hungary , and had great experience in govern¬ 
ment ; but we are told, that through the intrigues of the pope, 
all the public acts palled in the name of Charles , during the 
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withftanding the oppofition of the pope, he was unanimoufly 
chofen emperor by the electors at Franckfort. He fent an 
ambaflador to Rome, who was ordered to infift upon the 
pope’s recognizing his right, and if refufed, to enter a pro- 
teft and take his leave of Rome ; but Pius IV. fucceeding to the 

J iontificate, joined with the other princes of Europe in acknowl¬ 
edging the validity of Ferdinand's el eft ion. His firftmeafure 
was to call a diet at Augjhurg for confirming the peace of the 
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the pope s nuncios were received with great civility, but were 
foon informed that they difclaimed all relation to him as his 
fons, and all the authority he affirmed in cither convoking or 
prefiding at a council, which belonged to their fovereign the 
emperor of Rome. Ferdinand , who was far from being pleafed 
with the pope, did not oppofe their refolutions, but fummoned 
a diet at Franckfort , where they continued firm to their prin¬ 
ciples. Ferdinand very plaufibly ordered an inftrument to be 
drawn up, addrefled to the pope, for a reformation in the mo¬ 
rals and do&rines of ecclefiaftics, and in this he was join- 
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atisfa^Ion. Ferdinand, by the advice of the foundeft German 
Roman catholic divines, importuned the pope to allow the peo¬ 
ple liberty of taking the facrament in both kinds, and priefts 
to marry ; but neither of thofe requefts were granted. Ferdi- Ferdi¬ 
nand having fucceeded in procuring his fon Maximilian to nand'% 
be chofen king of the Romans at the diet at Franchfort , died death, 
ofadropfy the z6th of July, 1564, in the 61ft year of his *564. 


This emperor married Elizabeth Anne, the heirefs of Via- tffue, and 
Maui, king of Hungary and Bohemia, and by her he had 
ifliie four fons, Maximilian II. who fucceeded him in the em¬ 
pire ; Ferdinand II. John , who died in his nonage ; and arch¬ 
duke Charles ; befides eleven daughters, viz . Elizabeth, wife 
of Sigifinund, king of Poland ; Anne, wife of Albert, duke of 
Bavaria ; Magdalen, a nun; Catherine , the wife, firft, of 
Frederic , duke of Mantua, and afterwards of Sigtfmund II. 
king of Poland ; Margaret , Magdalen, and Helen, who had 
no ifliie; Barba, the wife of Aiphonfo II. duke of Ferrara ; 

Jane, whofe hufband was Francis Medecis, duke of Florence ; 

Eleanor, who was married firft to JVilliam, duke of Mantua, 
and afterwards to Sigifmund Augujlus, king of Poland ; and 
Mary, the wife of William , duke of Juliers. 

Ferdinand, in his character, was more amiable than his c «ara£ler, 
brother Charles . He was ftri&ly attached to his word and 
promife, and though bigotted to the Roman catholic re¬ 
ligion, he never endeavoured to propagate it by force. When 
he died he was at peace with the Turks, and his laft will im¬ 
ported, that if either his own male ifliie, or that of his bro¬ 
ther Charles 7 s fhould fail, his Aujlrian eftates fhould revert 
to his fecond daughter, Anne, wife to the elector of Bavaria , 
and her ifliie. The guarding againft that event produced the 
famous pragmatic fandtion, but it happened through the 
death of Charles VI. emperor of Germany, in whofe perfon 
Ferdinand's male ifliie was extin£l. The daughter of Charles 
VI. claimed the fucceffion under the pragmatic fan&ion, 
the houfe of Bavaria oppofed it under Ferdinand's will, and 
obtained the empire; but the princes of Europe and Ger¬ 
many, who were guarantees for that fanclion, aflerted and 
made good the rights of Mary Therefa, daughter of Charles 
VI, whole hufband now fills the Imperial throne, and whofe 
eldeft fon is to inherit that dignity, and all the Aujlrian 

pofleflions. 
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CHAP. XLIII. 

Maximilian the fecond. 

% 

T HE reputation of this prince, before he came to the 

Imperial throne, was very high. He had been unani- 
moufly elected king of the Romans , and had gone through 
many great offices, both civil and military, with applaule. 
He was, at the time of his acceffion, thirty-feven years of 
age, and his natural talents for government were affifted by 
his acquaintance with the Latin , German , French , Italian, 
Spanijh and Sclavonian languages. His difpofitions were pa¬ 
cific, and in matters of religion he was moderate. Having 
compofed fome differences between the duke of Mecklenburg 
and his brother Ulric , concerning the poffeffion of the town 
of Rojlocky which they had lately reduced, he fent an army, 
under his general Lazarus Schuenai , againft Sigifmund , prince 
of Tranftlvania , who had ufurped the title of king of Hun* 
gary , and whom Schuendi might have totally fubdued had he 
not been under the protection of Solyman the Turkijh emperor, 
who in a manner obliged Maximilian to accommodate mat¬ 
ters with Sigifmund. Next year a diet was held at Augfbm 
for ftrengthening the good underftanding between the protef- 
tant and Roman catholic parties, and for curbing certain 
feCtaries who were enemies to both, and likewife for providing 
againft the power of the Turks , and for many other civil re¬ 
gulations. After the duke of Bavaria had laid thofe matters 
before the diet, the elector Palatine was pointed out as a fee- 
tary; but he cleared himfelf, by declaring his belief in the 
bible, and the confeffion of Augjburg , and confequently that 
he was a found proteftant. This charge was one of the aCls 
rnade ufe of by the pope’s nuncio, who affifted at the diet, to 
divide the proteftants. The Roman catholic part of German y, 
at this time, acknowledged the council of Trent , but commu¬ 
nicated under both kinds. Pope Pius V. could not bear thofe 
innovations, as he called them, and he threatened the affembly 
with ecclefiaftical cenfures, if they proceeded upon religious 
points, and even ventured fo far as to threaten to excommu¬ 
nicate and depofe the emperor, if he encouraged them. But 
the times were now paft for papal menaces to have any effeft 
with temporal princes. 

By the accommodation between the emperor Charles V. 
and the old elector of Saxony, that prince kept pofleffion of 
the fortrefs of Gotha , where he protected one Grombach , who 
ban been put to the ban of the empire, for murdering the 
bifhop of fVurtzhourg. The emperor and the diet laid hold 
of this opportunity, to fubdue the duke of Saxony, who they 
thought intended to attempt the recovery of his family do* 
minion-:, and on pretence of his protecting rebels and out¬ 
law'. 
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laws, an army was fent againft him, under the elector of Saxony , 
to diipoflefs him of his dominions. The ele£or accordingly be¬ 
gged Gotha , which he took, and punifhed Gromhach and all 

his accomplices, with various kinds of death ; the unfortunate 
duke John-Frecleric was fent a captive to the emperor, who and razed 
condemned him to perpetual imprifonment, and the fortifica- to the 
tions of the place were razed to the ground. . ground. 

Daring thofe internal broils of the empire, Solyman the 
Tmkijh emperor fell. into Hungary at the head of 200,000 Progrefa 
men, and befieged Zigbet , which was bravely defended by the of the 
famous count Serini. Maximilian , by the afliftance he re- Turks, 
ceived from the diet, was at the head of 80,000 foot, and 
20,000 horfe, a force which, if properly exerted, might have 
fubdued the Turks $ but though Solyman died before the place, 
and the Turks were thereby thrown into the greateft confter- 
nation, he durft not hazard a battle ; fo that Serini was killed 
in a noble fally he made, and Zigbet was taken. The Turkijh 
vizier fent Serini ’s head to Maximilian with a meflage, that 
the German emperor ought to have hazarded his own head to 
have preferved that of Serini. But though Maximilian fuffer- 
cd in his military character by this campaign, he fortified the 
chief towns of Hungary in fuch a manner, that Selim , the fuc- 
ceeding ‘Turkijh emperor, thought proper to conclude a truce 
with him for twelve years, each retaining the towns and ter¬ 
ritories he poffeffed. The affairs of the Low Countries , 
through the haughtinefs and cruelty of the Spanijh branch of 
the houfe of Auftria ., were in the utmoft confufion, as were 
likewife thofe of France , through the differences between the 
Roman catholics and the Hugonots, which laft were affifted by 
the elector Palatine. Maximilian was afraid, that thofe dif- -r^ ct o j- 
orders might affect the internal peace of the empire, and p u ^ a 
affembled a diet at Fulda . T here, feveral wife regulations 
were made for preferving the public tranquillity; but the pro- 
teftants of Aujlria and Bohemia , demanded the free exercife of 
their religion, according to the confefiion of Augfbowg.. 

The diet gave Roman months, or fubfidies, to Maximilian , 
fufficient to keep his armies on foot for three years; but he 
thought fit to indulge the Aujlrian and other proteffants in 
their demands; and applied himfelf to accommodate matters 
between the elector and citizens of Triers , who differed about 
the extent of their refpe 6 tive privileges.. The ele< 5 for had be- 
fieged the city ; but the emperor and the princes interpofed fo 
effe&ually, that he was admitted into the fame, and their 
differences were referred to Maximilian and the diet. From 
the fame defire of peace, he fent his brother Charles to per* 
fuade Philip II. of Spain , to recall the rigorous cruel orders 
be had given to his minifters and generals in the Low Countries* 
and foretold what afterwards happened, that great part of his 
fubje&s there would revolt. It was owing to this moderation 
and lenity in Maximilian , that the German Roman catholic 

princes did not a (lift Charles IX. of France , againft his pre- 

teftarr. 
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teftant fubjefts; aftd this furnifhed Charles with a pretence for 
not joining with the league againft: the Turks , previous to 
their overthrow at Lepanto. As to Maximilian, he adhered to 
the truce, but wifely availed himfelf of the blow the infidels 
had received, by fortifying his pofleffions in Hungary . He, at 
the fame time, prevailed upon Sigifmund prince of Tranfy- 
vania to renounce the crown of Hungary , and concluded a 
peace with him, which was renewed by Stephen Bathori, who, 
upon Sigifmund’s death, fucceeded him. 

3 Maxim- A vacancy happening in the crown of Poland , Maximilian 
lian a can- offered his fecond fon Charles , as a candidate. His family- 
didate for right to the kingdoms of Hungary and Bohemia , had been by 
the crown this time acknowledged, and his fon Rodolph had been elected 
bt Paland, king of the Romans j fo that the German branch of the houfe 

of Aujlria was now fo formidable, that the Polijl) election 
terminated in favour of Henry de Valois, brother to the French 
king. It muft be confefled, that at this time, the proteftants 
of Germany were not fo moderate as the Rom'an catholics. 
Notwithftanding Maximilian’s earneft endeavours to eftablilh 
the tranquillity of the empire, the proteftants ftill continued 
to aflift the Hugonots , and William prince of Orange , the 
founder of the Dutch republic, openly levied foldiers in Ger¬ 
many to fupport the revolt in the Low Countries, againft Philip 
of Spaini who required Maximilian to deliver him up. Maxi¬ 
milian, inftead of complying, remonftrated with Philip upon 
the barbarity and folly of driving his Low Country fubjefts to 
defpair $ but all was to no purpofe, and at laft Maximilian 
referred him to the Imperial diet. The ftate of affairs in the 
empire, did not a little contribute towards Maximilian !s mo¬ 
derate principles. The bifhop of Magdebourg, who was of 
Progrefs the old houfe of Saxony, embraced the reformed religion, as 
ofprotef- did the bifhop of Verdun , the Brandenburghers , the Brunf 
tamifm in wickers , the Palatines, with their refpeftive matters, not to 
the em- mention the Mecklenburghers , and many other powerful 
pire, ftates, and above all, the proteftant part of Maximilian’s 

hereditary dominions. In fhort, they were in a condition to 
have forced from him the indulgences he granted them, and 
the doctrine of refiftance, and free exercife of confciencc, 
were capital points of their religion. Upon the death of 
Charles IX. the throne of Poland became again vacant, by its 
king mounting that of France. Maximilian now declared 
himfelf a candidate, but the Poles and the Turks efpoufed the 
caufe of Stephen Bathori. The vaft advantage accruing to 
Poland by having at its head a powerful prince like Maxi¬ 
milian, capable of refilling the Turks , prevailed with a majo¬ 
rity of the fenate to chule him king, and he was actually 
proclaimed at Gefna. He had been oppofed by John Bajilr 
witz, the great duke of Mufcovy, who offered to give him his 
intcreft againft Bathori, but the general inclination of the 
Poles being for the latter, they agreed, to cleft him king, _° n 
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condition of his marrying Anne, fifter of the late Sigifmund , 
and the laft of the Jagellon family. # 

Maximilian notwithftanding this, prepared to make his 
pretenfions good, and the great duke of Mufcovy to afiift him, 
in hopes of his recovering Livonia , which partly belonged to 
the king of Denmark , and partly to Maximilian. The family 
affairs of the latter were at this time fettled entirely to his 
fatisfa&ion; and his fon Rodolpb had been crowned king of 
Bohemia at Prague , and he probably would have fucceeded in 
engaging the princes of the empire, to fupport his elation to Maximilt - 
the crown of Poland , had he not died in the 49th year of his an’s death* 
age, in the year 1576. Maximilians wife was Mary, daugh- 1576. 
ter to the emperor, Charles V. By her he had Rodolpb , j^ ae an( j 
Ernejl) Matthias , Maximilian , Albert , Who was a cardinal, * 
Wencejlaus , and Ferdinand ; befides three fons who died in his 
lifetime; together with five daughters, Anne, who was married 

to Philip II. of Spain ; Elizabeth , wife of Charles IX. of 
France, and three others who died young. 

By all accounts, Maximilian II. was in his temper, affable, 
juft and gentle- He difeouraged immorality and luxury in character, 
his court, and he was fo plain in his drefs, that he is faid 
never to have bought a jewel for his own perfon. He was 
punftual to excels in the regulation of his time, and was a 
pattern of paternal and conjugal happinefs, having lived 
with the utmoft harmony with his emprefs Anne, twenty 
nine years. 



CHAP. XLIV. 

Rodolph the fecond . 

I T is uncertain, whether the fuperiority of the Low Coun- Acceflion 
tries , which had now revolted from Spain , did not of right o {Rodolpb, 
belong to the Germanic empire; and when Rodolph fucceeded 
his father, which he did when he was but 24 years of age, 
many ferious difeourfes on that head were held among the 
princes of the empire. The proteftants, to a man, hated the 
pride and tyranny of Philip II. of Spain , and were ditpofed to 
have taken the revolters into their protection. The prince of 
Orange knew how neceflary it was for them to have at their 
head a powerful prince, and he and they invited the archduke 
Matthias , who, young as he was, had given great fpecimens of 
his capacity, to accept of the government of their provinces, 
which, by the approbation of the emperor, he did. The 
jealoufy which the proteftants in general had of Rodolph , and 
the princes of the houfe of Aujlria , foon removed him from 
his command, in a manner, which does not fall within this 
part of our hiftory to deferibe. Rodolph , in matters of reli¬ 
gion, had not the gentlenels and moderation of his father. 

Vox. IX. K He 
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Affairs of He laboured to abridge fuch of his hereditary fubje&s, 
the Low as were protc-ftants, of their privileges, on pretence of their 

Countries, having oaillretched them ; and he endeavoured, by his am- 

perfuade the revoltcrs in the Low Countries again 
Philip. They, on the other hand, were in hopes 
of engaging the diet of IVorms in their favour, and fent 
thither a deputy, Philip de Mar nix , who reprefented the in¬ 
tyrannies, perfidies and cruelties of the SpaniJb 

But all was to no purpofe, the whole weight of 


baffadors, to 
to fubmit to 


human 


government. 


(. o o ne 

O 

turns pro 

tefiant. 


the h' ufe of Aujlria was againft them, as were all the eccle- 
ftaftic electors ; nor did the proteflants chufe to affift the duke 
of Anjou , brother to the French king, who was then at the 
head of the revolters, and was a rigid Roman catholic. Mar- 
nix failure in his felicitation, laid the foundation of the ge¬ 
nerous affiftance, which Elizabeth of England at this time 
gave to thofc diftrefled Hates. 

The atch- In a fucceeding diet at IVorms , deputies arrived from the 
bilhop of famous Gebhofl Trufches archbilhop and elector of Cologne , 

who had profeficd himfelf a protellant, demanding, that li¬ 
berty of confciencc Ihould be extended to his electorate like- 
wife. While the princes of the diet were deliberating upon 
this requeft, it was ftrongly oppofed by the magiftrates and 
chapter of Cologne , who law themfelvcs in danger of falling 
under the power of a protellant eleftor. This oppofition 
irritated "Trufches fo much, that being favoured by certain 
protellant princes, he took arms, proclaimed by his own 
authority liberty of confidence to his fubjcCls, and not only 
made himfelf mailer of the city of Bonn , but plundered 
the ccclefiaftical treafury in the callle of Breulle. After thole 
exploits, he publicly married the beautiful Agnes , canonefs of 
(lurifinm , and daughter of John George count of Mansfield, 
The court of Rome at firll employed lenitives to reclaim him; 
but thofe failing, he was excommunicated and depofed, and 
Ernejl , foil to the duke of Bavaria , was nominated to fuc- 


Diet of 


ceed him. Though the pope could depofe the archbilhop, 
he could not the eledlor; for the Imperial authority mull 
co-operate for that. Ernejl procured fome of his father’s 
troops, and being joined by a body of hnpcrialijls , he drove 
T'rufcbes , who feems not to have been vigoroully fupported by 
the proteflants, into Flolland \ by which Ernejl obtained the 
inveftiture of the archbilhopric and ele&orate. 

The Tnrktjh emperor at this time, was Amurath or 


the e;n- Mcracl III. and he had prolonged the truce with Rodolph for 

• % "V T • 1 O 1 • «• f 1 «« * • 


pi re. 


eight years 
fidels broke 


Notwithstanding this, a body of io,coo m- 
into the Imperial hereditary dominions, where 
they committed great ravages, till they were utterly defeated 
by Rodolph^ brother to the archduke Ernejl. Maximilian , 
another of Rodolph’’ s brothers, upon the death of Stephen 
Bathori, was elected king of Poland , by one part of the no¬ 
bility, while another chofe Sigifmnnd , fon to the king of 
Sweden, Both parties appealing to arms, Maximilian was tie- 


l 


feated, 
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jested, and made prifoner by his antagonift, nor did he re¬ 
gain his freedom, till he renounced all claim to the crown of 
Poland. All this while, the Turks , regardlefs of the truce. 


*31 


Hungary and the Imperial te 
reader will find in our Turkijk 


and fometimes very bloody defeats from the Germans . The 
expence of this war falling heavy upon the emperor’s heredi¬ 
tary dominions, tie called a diet at Ratijbsn , where the 
princes gave him a fubfidy of three Roman months, and he in 


requital, contented to many excellent regulations 
courts of'juft ice, and the conftitunons of the empire. 


in 

Gr 


the 


applications were made, by the two parties who were at 
war in the Low Countries , to this diet, but the members de¬ 
clined having any concern in the quarrel, farther than by 
employing their good offices, for bringing about an accom¬ 
modation. This relblution was tranfmitted to archbifhop 
Erncjl the governor-general of the Low Countries , but that 
prince’s death, which happened next year, prevented its ha¬ 
ving any effeeff. 

The heads of the German and Ottoman empires, were now 
chiefly intent upon Hungary , where the war was carried on, 

in the year i?q 6 , Ma- 
This was 


- - j -; i -;- j ? ,- 

as ufual, with various fuccefs, but 

hornet Ill. became mnfter of Agria. This was followed by 
a bloody but indecilive battle, between the infidels and the 


I 59 ° i 


M 


Maximilian . The emperor Rodolpb , 


[was all this while leading a life of indolence, and amufing 
jhimfelf with ftudies, that were at once unprincely and un¬ 
profitable. The internal affairs of Germany thereby grew into 


great diforder. One 




\fb 


John 

■ u _r _ 3 w ^ ^ 

and the popifli part, the cardinal of Lorrain. Both had re- bifhopric 


The cardinal brought 10,000 men into the field, cf StreJ 



O'* 


urg 


Joi 

during this difpute, neither 


party 


It is remarkable that 


paid any regard to the 


authority of the emperor, who had iffued a commiffion for 
bis brother, the archduke Ferdinand , to end it. The 


ex- 


of the Turkijk 


that Rodolpb was obliged to order begging boxes through all 
the churches of the empire, while he himfelf was amaSng 
moft exorbitant wealth for his private purpofes. The German 
S foldiers, though but poorly paid by thole cafuai contributions, 
1 lerved againft the infidels with vaft courage, but were fome- 
j times fo diftrefied for the neceffaries of life, that they plun- 
| dered their countrymen. About this time, one of the cm- 

t -- t. 1.1 4 I - 1 

cardinal 


peror’s brothers, 

% 


Ai 


who made little or no 


ut'c in the world, was appointed governor of the Spans) 




iv 




Levs 
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Low Countries, where he acted with great vigour and fuccefs 

againft the French. . 

The year 1597, befides the continuance of the TurkiJl war, 

was diftinguifhed by an infurreclion in Aujiria, where the 
inhabitants were miferahly harrafled by the Imperial troops. 
This might have proved fatal to the empire, had not a mutiny 
among the janizaries prevented the infidels from making any 
advantage of it. Happily for the empire, Sigiftnund Bathori 
• deferted the T urkijh intereft, for that of the lmperialijls , and 
archduke Maximilian was made governor of Tranfylvania , 
which Sigifmund had ceded for other territories in Sitefw, and 
he farther agreed, to do homage to the emperor, to marry one 
of his neices, and that all his eftates, if he fliould die with¬ 
out male ifiue, fhould revert to the houfe of Aujiria. It was 
not long before Bathori repented of his bargain, and returned 
to Tranfylvania , where the inhabitants were infinitely more 
afraid of an Aijhian than an Otbman yoke, and received him ! 
with joy; fo that he retook pofleffion of his dominions, and 
affected to govern as an independent prince. The Turks were 
all this while carrying on the war, though with great difad- 
vantage to themfelves, in Hungary, where they were beaten 
by the duke de Mercaur , the Imperial general. During thofe 
tranfa&ions, the inconftant Stephen Bathori , made a new 
ceifion of his dominions to his coufin, cardinal Andrew Sa. 
thori , who put himfelf under the prote&ion of the Turk \ 
but he was defeated and killed by the lmperialijls , while 
Stephen fled to Poland. This cataftrophc gave an opportunity 
for a Hungarian Calvinijl nobleman, one Stephen Botfckaj, 
with the aififtance of the Turks, to lay claim to Tranjylvama, 
and Bathori s Hungarian ftates. His fuccefs was lo great, 
that in 1599, the emperor was obliged to fet on foot a nego¬ 
tiation with him, and fuch of the ftates of Hungary as ac¬ 
knowledged him. It was agreed, that Botfckay , during his 
life, fliould remain prince of Tranfylvania , and that the pro- 
teftants fhould be tolerated equally with the papifts all over 
Hungary, and that though the archduke Matthias might be 
chofen governor of that kingdom, yet all pofts of trull and 
profit fhould be veiled in the natives. This year Wirtembeij 
ceafed to be a fief of the Aujlrian eftates, but it was ftipulated, 
that if the duke fhould have no heirs, it fhould return to the 
houfe of Aujiria , and to be ftill held of the empire. 

The three firft years of the fixteenth century, were fpentin 
Germany , Hungary , and Tranfylvania , in a vicilfitude of wars 
and negotiations. In 1601, Sigifmund Bathori , who was de- 
fpifed by the Turks , again entered Tranfylvania , but being 
beaten by the lmperialijls , he was forced to furrender himfell 
to the houfe of Aujiria , and was fent to fpend the remainder 
of his days as a private man, upon the revenues of a fmall 
eftate in Bohemia. Some revolutions which happened at this 
time in Conjlantinoplc , gave the German empire a refpite, 

and the crown of France renewed to the old Hanfe towns, 

all 
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all the privileges they had formerly enjoyed in that country. The city 


Brunfi 


Imp 


while they kept by .one another they were too powerful on fends it- 
the whole, to be intimidated by any one prince of the empire, fdfagaii-ft 
or even by the emperor himfelf. Happily for the princes of us duke, 
ibe empire, their power on the one hand, the dread of Francs 
cn the other, and above all, the pi ogrefs of the Turks in Hun- 
nary, left Roclolph no leif 

the Imperial prerogative, 
nn foot with the Turks 


In 1606, a peace which had been 


1606. 


for twenty years, on the raoft amicable terms; and the agree¬ 
ment we have already mentioned to have been made with 
Botfckay the prince of Tranjylvania , was confirmed. While 

itation, the Sophy of Perfia fent an am- 
bafliidor to difluade Rocloph from concluding it, but to no pur- 



pofe. After this, t 
and chole the archduk 


Matthias 


Hungary aflembled at Prrjb 


T ranfyl 


They 




pally induced to this by a jealoufy they entertained, that 
Rudolph and fome princes of his houfe, whofe fucceflion to 
the Hungarian crown he intended to favour, were too much 

1 .1 • n _ a*. _ ft a ^ ^ n 1 


of the proteftants. 
The Hungarians 




Matthias 


Has 


king, upon his fwearing, to confirm them their civil and religious 1 c 

liberties, and above all, the free exercife of the proteftant re- h * 

*•— , - J - J The proteftants 


thought 


and 


ligion, which moft of them had embraced, 
of Bohemia , who likewife were very numerous, 
this to be a favourable opportunity, to fecure to themfelves the 
fame indulgences, and they invited Matthias to repair to 
their country, and gave him hopes at the fame time, that 
the ftates would give him their crown ; nor were thofe of 
Aujlria wanting in the fame intimation. Rudolph was then 
aged, infirm, and funk in indolence. He never had been 
married; there was now no profpeft of his having iflue, and 
he had rendered himfelf contemptible in the empire and the 
neighbouring ftates. Matthias aflembled his army, 
marching luddenly into Aujlria , he feized great part of that 
province, that he might facilitate his defig’.i upon Bohemia . 
Mean while, the princes of the empire, perceiving their coun¬ 
try on the brink of being involved in a bloody civil war, 
oftered their mediation between the two brothers. After fome 
negotiations it was agreed by a treaty, made at Prague , that 
Matthias ftiould remain in pofleflion of Hungary and Aujlria , 
and have the reverfion of the crown of Bohemia, if Rudolph 
Ihould die without male ifllie. This treaty being concluded, 
Matthias entered Vienna , where he exercifed all acSls of fo~ 
vereignty, and ratified the peace that had been made with the 
Turks. After this he returned to Hungary , where he confirtn- 
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ed to the nobles all the privileges that had been ftipulated to 
them by his a£l of election. Thofe tranfaclions were far from 
being agreeable to Rodolpb , who waked from his lethargy juft 
at the time he faw the Imperial feeptre ready to depart from 
his hand, into that of his brother Matthias. He difavowed the 


Difference 

between of t 


treaty of Prague ; lie gave up the bifhopric of Paffau 
plundered by his fhldicrs, \ 


J _ I 

who ravaged Bohemia. 


open breach was now declared, between tl 
the German houfc of Aujlria. Each prince en 


the two heads 


him and 
the em¬ 


peror 

broth 


his 


The 

catholic 

league 

formed. 


err 
iD 


"o ;— v . . . 

Mutthias complained 


endeavoured to 

£ the pioieftants on his fide; but Rodolpb was fo much ex¬ 
asperated, that he had thoughts of making an Auji 
duke of Graiz , king of the Romans. 

bitterly of this, and Rodolpb^ to bring the proteilants over to 
his intered, iliiicd letters patent, by which liberty of con- 
fcicnce was to be granted to them, and they were allowed to 
build churches and fchools upon their own ellarcs, even with¬ 
out the allowance of their lords paramount. Thofe indul¬ 
gences, however, being confined to the pro toil ants of sJujhia 
and Bohemia , thofe of other parts of the empire applied for 
the like. Rodolpb , who had narrow confined notions, gave 
them a refufal, which laid the foundation of that famous pro- 
t eft ant league, called the Evangelic Union. This aflociatinn 
was firft formed by th - - - 




Pa la 


T/' , 

v i r im- 


berg , the landgrave of Hefjh the marquides of Amfpach , and 
Baden Dour lack , the prince of Anhalt , with aimed all the 
other proteftant dates and cities in the empire, and the elecior 
Palatine was chofen its head. An alliance like this, naturally 
produced a counterbalance among!! the catholic princes; the 
three cccleliaftical electors, the duke of Bavaria, who was chofen 
head of the league, and the princes of the houfe of Aujlria. 
The biniop of Salt-zbourg, with many other princes and pre¬ 
lates, entered into the allociation, which obtained the name 
of the Catholic League , and referved room for foreign Roman 
catholic princes and dates to accede to it. 

Thofe proceedings were 


fuc 

dul 

his 




di<~ n 


greatly influenced by a vacancy of 
d yHirers and Claves. Their iaft 


a 


nd the heirs of 


John William , had died without ifiue, 
bur fillers claimed his fuccefiion. The principal compe¬ 
titors were, John Sigifmnnd duke of Brandenburg , and the 
duke of Ncuburg, both of them proteilants. The other 
competitors were, the defendants of John-Frederic of 


Dc 




Saxony, the anti 
of Aujlria marquifs of Bur gun , befides feveral others, whole 
claims were too aidant to be mentioned here. All Germany 
was loon filled with their manifeftoes, and each party pro- 

Iudances were not 
/ fiefs, without rc- 

• want- 


pofed to fupport his claim by the fword. 
wanting of emperors difpoung of hnperia 
gird to the rights of fucceftion, when heirs male vver 
mg, and Rodolpb published a laboured man i redo, to prove 
that by the condirutions of the empire, all the competitors 
pught to appear in his court, and to wail for his determina¬ 
tion ; 
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Thougl 


t jon; but in the mean while, he infilled upon the fiefs being Difoutes 

fequeftered 

tient conftitution of the empire, and though the emperor had 
<riven duke Leopold of Auflria the commiflion of lequeitra- 
tion, yet the proteftant princes refolved to maintain the rights 
of defcent. The marquis of Brandenburgs and the duke of Cleves, 


Neubure, applied to the French king, who p vomited to give 


4 

about the 

iuc C tlion 

to Jailers 
ana 


Hi 



er- 


ed them his mediation, they took upon themfelves the joint 
adminiftration of the dutchy of Cleves , to which they were 


M 


held pofleffion of 


DuJJeld 

the countries on this ffde the 


Rhine, The 

an arbitrary and fufpicious manner, and published edicts in¬ 
flicting the penalties of treafon, upon all who i’hould oppofe 
the commiflion of fequeflration. Hoftilities now commen¬ 
cing, Henry IV. of France , thought that to be a proper junc¬ 
ture for humbling the pride and power of the houle of Auflria , 
and for carrying into execution the great plan, which he had 
formed for the partition of power in Europe. He raifed a for¬ 
midable army; but before he could put it in motion, he was 
affaflinated by ail enthufiaft in the heart of his own 
capital, becaufe it was thought he was going to fight againft 
the Roman catholic intereft. After his death, his troops took 
part with the houfes of Brandenburg and Ncuburg , and drove 
the duke Leopold out of fullers. 

This difpute was not the only one in Germany , in which 
religion was concerned- The proteftants of Donawcrt drove 
the Roman catholics out of their city, which was, however, 
taken by the elector of Bavaria.. But the Suabian proteftants 
refolved to lay their hard (hips and oppreffions before an affem- 
bly of the princes of the Evangelical Union 
promifed them protection and relief 
emperor to convoke a diet at IVirjburg , and appearances were 
fuch, as if the flames of war wouid foon be communicated to 

trope. Another diet was called at Prague , where a re¬ 
emperor and his 
ition fhouk! take 
The elector of 


Hall 


and be- 
twe.n the 

GS'man 

nrote* 
Hants and 
the Reman 


This occafioned the ca bones. 


conciliation was propofed, between the 
brother Matthias , and that an accommod 
place in all other difputes of the empire 
Bavaria was injoined to reftore the people of Donaivert to 
their privileges. Among the other competitors for the con- 
tefled dutchies, the elector of Saxony now began to make a 
great figure. 


He was the defee ml ant of the 

John 


7 


duke of Cleves and Juliet's. The emperor propofed, that thofe 
dutchies (hould be inverted in him, which they accordingly 
were. An accommodation was propofed, and many princes 
of the empire, with the ambaffadors of England and France , 


met firft at Colognes 


•pft 


pofe. After many debates, a treaty of partition was 
upon by the two electors, but rejected by the duke of Ncu- 


9 

agreed 
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burg 
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burg. Thofe differences were greatly heightened by the 
puhllanlmity of the emperor. His indolence had thrown him 
into the molt defpicable habits, fo that he had neither the fpirit 
nor power to aflert his own authority. He had been obliged 
to refign the kingdom of Bohemia to his brother Matthias 
161 1» who was crowned at Prague, in the year j6i i, and who con- 


A diet 
called at 
Narew 
berg. 


firmed the Bohemian proteftants in all their privileges. He 
then called a diet at Nuremberg , for the election of the king 0 f 
the Romans . The princes met in very bad humour, and de¬ 
manded a new regulation of the courts of juflice, and a total 
change of the Imperial miniftry. The houie of Aujlria , how¬ 
ever, though hated, was dreaded, and the flate of the empire 
with regard to the Turks and France required a head of that 
family, and the diet defired to know from the emperor, the 
name of the prince he intended for his fuccefl'or. 

The electors thought this an invafion of their rights, and 
Death and another diet met at Frankfort , but in the mean while the em- 
chara&er peror died of a fwelling in his legs, contra&ed by his fedentary 
of the habits, in the 59th year of his age, and 36th of his reign, 
emperor. He deceived the good opinion mankind had conceived of him, 

at the time of his acceflion, and he was much better fitted to 
be the mailer of a private fortune, than the head of a great 
empire. Chemiflry was his great delight, he had a ftrong 
turn for the mechanical arts, and if he ventured abroad it was 
to fee his flud of horfes, of which he was fo fond, that he is 
faid to have flole to his flables fometimes in the habit of a 
groom. But notwithftanding his perfonal failings, he kept 
Germany in an uncommon flate of tranquillity before he grew 
contemptible, and fufFered himfelf to be infulted by the 
princes of his houfe. Confidering his avarice, it is furpiizing 
that the Turks made no greater progrefs than they did in 
Hungary, but the fourteen millions of crowns which he left in 
his cabinet, might have driven them out of that kingdom. 
During his refidence at Prague , the celebrated philofopher, 
Tycho Brache , took refuge in that city, and became intimate 
with Rodolpb. Tycho is faid to have been fond of judicial 
aflrology, and to have infedled the emperor with the like weak- 
nefs, which rendered him fuperltitious, referved and diflruflful; 
fo that towards the end of his life, he feldom left his room, not 
even to go to chyrch. 






CHAP. XLY. 

M A T T H I AJ5. 

S OME difputes concerning the regency of the empire, dur- 
ing the interregnum, being fettled, the electors met at 
Frankfort , on the 14th of May 16 iz, to chuf'e an emperor. 
Matthias , in the mean time, hearing of his brother’s death, 

feized 
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feiz-ed his immenfe treafures, and it is thought. It was to M.tthias 
them that the unanimity of the electors was owing, when chofen 
they raifed him to the Imperial throne. He began to reign emperor, 
with great plaufibility, by affuring the affembly, that he in¬ 
tended to preferve the tranquillity of the empire. He fent an 
ambaflador to the Porte , to claim the poffefiion of Tranfyhauia , 
according to the compromife with Botfckay , who was now 
dead. The Othmans laughed at this demand, and inftead of 
complying with it, required Matthias to deliver up certain 
places in Strigonia . Gabriel Bathori , the waywode of Tran- j^j s 


Jyhania, confented to admit German garrifons into his towns, p Utes w ;,^ 
if he fhould be attacked by the Turks , which he accordingly t j lc p 6r , Cn 
was at a time when the emperor could give him very little 
afiiftance, and when he himfelf was hated by his people, for 


his connections with the houfe of Aujlria. Finding himfelf 
thus abandoned on all ftdes, he was at his own requeft flain 
by one of his foldiers. 

Matthias , foon after his ele&ion, received two extraordinary He give* 
embaffiesj one from Perjia , and another from the ienate of audience 
Mufcovy. The Perfian complained of the peace that had to the 
been made between the Turks and the Imperiali/ls, which Perfian 
Matthias apologized for on the principle of neceflity. The and M<f 
errand of the Mufcovite , -was of a more honourable nature, covite am- 
That ambaflador reprefented the difmal ftate of his country baliadors. 
through the cruelty and tyranny of its late dukes, and in the 
name of the fenate, defired Matthias to refettle their conftitu- 
tion, and to nomimate a prince proper to govern them, pro- 
mifmg to receive him as their head. Matthias difmiffed the 
ambaflador with a very fatisfa£fory anfwer, though without the 
required nomination, but fent along with him, one Peter Her¬ 
man, to infpedh the flate of the country. Thofe audiences being 
over ^Matthias turned his attention towards Hungary which was 
threatened by the Turks. He repaired to Prefburg , where he 
called an affembly, and demanded a revocation of their late 
order againft the admiflion of German troops into their king¬ 
dom. As many of the Hungarians preferred the Turki/Jj to an 
Aufrian government, or as one of their nobles exprefled him - 
felf, dreaded the German wolf, as much as the Turkifh bear, 
this requeft met with violent oppofttion. The danger, how¬ 
ever, being prefling, it was agreed, that if Hungary was at¬ 
tacked by the Turks , Gennan foldiers might be introduced 
into it, provided they had at their head two generals, one a 
German , and the other a Hungarian. They then made a pre- 
fent to the emprefs-confort, who was Anne Catharine of 
Infpruc , the emperor’s own coufin-german, to defray the cx- 
pence of her coronation, which was performed with great 
magnificence at Prejburg. 

Upon the return of Matthias to Vienna , he fummoned a diet ^ ^j et ... 
to meet at Ratifbon , to reform the numerous abufes of the 
empire, efpecialiy in law proceedings, and the ~~ :J u> ' 


w coinage 

Matthias began now to be fufpefted by the proteftants, though 


to 
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to them chiefly he owed his elevation. When his minifies 
demanded a five years fubfidy againfl: the Turks , and 24 0:o 
men to ferve in Hungary , the proteftants prefented a memo- 
rial, complaining that the emperor’s council, though purelv 
civil, had made encroachments in matters of religion, that 
they were manifeftly partial againfl: the proteftants, and that 
it was neccifary that the judges fhouid be appointed out of 
both religions, together with a number of other heavy oppref. 
fions, and demanding immediate redrefs. The emperor and 
his minifters infifted, that the fupplies fhouid be fir ft granted 
before complaints were heard, but the proteftants repeated 
their remonftrances, and threatened, that if their requefts 
were not complied with, to leave the diet. Matthias was in 
great perplexity how to behave, but threw his difficulties upon 
the Roman catholics, who pretended that the proteftants were 
the common difturbers of the empire, and that they had in¬ 
vaded both the civil and religious rights of the catholics. 


This ferved only to render the proteftants more peremptory in 
their demands, and their deputies, at laft, a&ually left the 


bv the pro-<ji et ^ w j t h a proteft againfl: any fubfidy, which the R 


teftants. catholics might grant. 
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of Ncuhurg , Hill 


fer concerning their partition of power, and at laft, each took 
up arms. The duke of Neuhurg , as being the weakeft, at¬ 
tached himfelf to the houfe of Bavaria , of which he married 
a princefs, as the eledlor did to the States General, who were 
then a fovereign power, and offered their mediation, which 
was rejected by the duke of Neuhurg , who had now engaged 
the Roman catholic princes of the empire in his intereft. The 
elector of Brandenburg , upon this, naturally united himfelf 
with the elector of Saxony , and the landgrave of HeJJ'e. The 
duke of Neuhurg offered to refer his pretenfions to the Imperial 
council, which v/as objected to by the elector, as being partial 
arid prepoffeffed againfl: him. While matters were in this un- 
towardly fituation, the duke of Neuhurg , the more effectually 
to fecure to himfelf the court of Spain , and the Roman catho¬ 
lic intereft in the empire, declared himfelf of that religion, 
hut emitted a declaration, that his converfion fhouid make no 


Juliet 


an 


Cleves, whom he would ftill protect in the exercife of their 


w This moderation was not imitated by his comps 
titor, the elector, who, to ingratiate himfelf with the Sta 


religion. 
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Calvinijrs into the conrefted dutchies. In the mean whim, ‘se 
elector by treaty agreed, that the dutchies fhouid be fequefter- 
ed in the hands of their High Migbtinefles, till the chfputes 
concerning them were finifned, and their troops actually toot 
poffeffion of Juliers. The duke of Neuhurg confented to this 
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The archduke, governor of the Netherlands , demanded that 
Juliets fhould be evacuated, which being refufed, he gave or¬ 
ders to Spinola , the Spanifn general, to pafs the Maefc \ but in- 
ftead of befieging Jailers , he took pofleffion of Aix-laCha- 
pdlc, which was then under the protection of the houfe of 
Brandenburgh. Hoftilities now commenced on both tides of 
the Rhine , where the Spanijh and Dutch armies under Spinola 
and prince Maurice made various conquers ; but the former 
befieged and took IVpel and Duifbaurg , garrifoned a number 
ofother places, and aflumed the title of the emperor’s commif- 
iary. At lad:, by the mediation of neutral princes, the town 
of Sanihen was chofen as a place proper for accommodating all 
differences. An aflembly was accordingly held there, at which They are 
deputies aflifted from the kings of England , France and Spain , compro- 
the archduke, the States General , the electors of Cologne and niifed. 
Palatine , with thofc of many other German princes. Ail ac¬ 
commodation was drawn up and agreed to, by which the pro¬ 
perty and the adminiftration of the two dutchies were parti¬ 
tioned between the elector and the duke, and other matters 
were put on an amicable footing. Spinola refufed to ftand to 
this accommodation, or to evacuate Wefel without an order from 
the emperor and the king of Spain . As to the emperor, he 
concerned himfelf but little in the difpute, being willing to 
preferve the tranquillity of the empire, and to oppofe the 
Turks. 

Upon the death of Bathori , the Furkijb emperor appointed Advan- 
Bethlcm Gabor , waivode of Franjihania , and his authority t.weous 
was fubmitted to, even by the Imperial party there. The peace with 

Ottoman court, not contented with this, demanded from the Turks • 
Matthias certain Hungary fiefs, which, as they pretend¬ 
ed, belonged to Franjihania ; but the emperor evading the 
demand, found himfelf again involved in a war with the 
Turks. He called an aflembly at Lintz , where deputies from 
his hereditary dominions attended, but he was fo unpopular 
among them, that he could obtain nothing, not even a paflage * 
for his troops to FranjUvania through Hungary. This gave 
an opportunity for Bcthlcm Gabor to make himfelf matter of 
Lippa by capitulation; the obfervance of which might have 
embroiled him with the Furks , had not the latter Teen very 
earned: for a peace, which was accordingly concluded, 
greatly to the honour and advantage of Matthias. Agria , 

Canifa % Alba Regalis , Pe/l, and Bnda itfelf was reftored to 
him, together with ahnoft all that the Turks held in Hungary ; 
but Franfihania and Bethlem Gabor remained under the Otto- 
man protection. This treaty was to be in force for twenty 
years, and it rendered Matthias the mod: formidable prince 
of his houfe fince the days of Charles V. During this im¬ 
portant negociation, differences again broke out between the 
duke and citizens of Brunfwic. The latter were fupported by 
the Hanfe towns, whofe general count Solmes bravely defended 
the town againft their duke. At laft, an accommodation, 

through 
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through the in ter portion of the 


Denmark 


the 


landgrave of Hejji, took place, the duke confirming the citi¬ 
zens in their privileges, and they doing homage to the duke 
as their maftcr. 

I'crJi n .c 7 i{ Noiwiihftandin 9 the late pacification at Santhen , the affair 


or Cram 


of the dutchies ot Jniters and Cleves remained flill unfettled, 
chofen and the elector or Saxony refufed to join with the proteftant 


k:n<T 


of flates, who 
Bohemia, tion to th 


were aiiemDied at 
emneror to confirm 


Nur, 


m an appliea- 


the pacification. Matthias 
obferved a perfect neutrality in the quarrel, but being now 
freed from the terror of the Turks, he began to exert himfelf 
by oppreffing the proteftants of Bohemia , who had been fo 
long troublefome and terrible to the houfe of Aujlria. Being 
childlefs himfelf, he threw his eyes upon his coufin Ferdinand 
archduke of Gratz , who had great pretenfions upon the Juf. 
trian fueceffion, and who was chofen king of Bohemia , but 
with an exprefs provifo»that he fhould nor, during the em¬ 
peror’s life, meddle in ftate affairs without his permiffion. 
ft is faia that the archduke, before he returned to his apart¬ 
ment, was abfolved by the pope’s nuncio from this obliga¬ 
tion. This election was a kind of a watch word for the fur¬ 
ther oppreffion of the Bohemian proteftants. Inftead of obtain¬ 
ing redrefs of the many religious grievances they complained 
of, they were treated with rough language, and the arch- 
biftiop of Prague demolifhed or ffiut up their churches. They 
called an afiembly of the ftates of the kingdom againft the 
inclinations of Ferdinand , and they named deputies to carry 


Where the U p their grievances to 


Imp 


council. They were 


proteftant treated with the utmoft iniolence, and fo much provoked by 
deputies the abufe they received from IVilliam Schlahata, prefident 
throw the 0 f the chamber, jaroivjlaiv Borjita , count de Mortinitz , and 
Imperial Philip Fahricim , fecretary of the council, that they threw 
commiffu- them out of a window two ftories high, but being favoured 

rjes Out of Ivtr faliinrr intn a ditrh full of water, thev pfraned unhurt. 


by 

a window, y\ s 


into a ditch full of water, they efcaped unhurt. 


to the other counfellors prefent, they were conduced 
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own de- feverance was their only fafety. He harangued the citi- 

of Prague fo effectually, that they put themfelves under 


icnce. 


zens 


arms, and were joined by many catholics, who were as much 

incenfed at their new king for his infractions of their civil, as 

the proteftants were for thofe of their ecclefiaftical, liberties. 

Aflembling in a college, they chofe thirty directors, and bound 

themfelves to an aftociation by oath. They feized upon the 

city and fortifications of Prague , from whence they expelled 

all the Jefuits and Roman catholics who had not joined them, 

and emitted a manifefto in their own defence. Matthias was, 

at this time, broken with infirmities, both of body and fpirit, 

and though he had the will, he was deftitute of the aCtivity 

requifite to face a revolt attended with luch daring circumfnm- 

ces. 
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ccs. He publifhod Tome menacing admonitions, which the 
Bohemians defpifed, and they accufed the turbulent cardinal 
Klefcl, archbimop of Vienna , and the emperor’s chief favour¬ 
ite, as being the author of all the public grievances. At laft, 
the infurgents of Bohemia were joined by the Silcfians , who 
had the like caufes of complaint. The houfe of Auftria was, 
at this time, far from being fo well united as to make any ef- 
feftual oppofition to this formidable confederacy. The em¬ 
peror and Philip III. of Spain had renounced their claims up¬ 
on Hungary in favour of Ferdinand of Gratz ; but he found 
himfelf only nominal king of thofe two countries, as Matthias , 
or rather his minifter the cardinal, was poffefled of all the real 
power. Ferdinand was therefore as much exafperated as the 
proteftants were againft the cardinal, and being joined by the 
archduke Maximilian , Matthias was prevailed upon by their 
remonftrances to forbid the cardinal his court. No fooner 


had he fpoke the word than his eminence was ftripped of his 
robes, and conveyed a clofe prifoner to a caftle on the con¬ 
fines of Stiria , from whence he was afterwards delivered by 
the court of Rom,c y and reinftated in his dignities. 

The count de la Tour was all this while making difpofitions Their fuc- 
for acting with vigour, and his party rejected all the flattering cefs in 
terms propofed to them by the emperor, fo much were they B.hernia ; 
prepoflefled againft Aujlrian faith. De la Tour opened the 
campaign by taking Crumlaw , but failed in his defign upon 
Budewitz , another town of great importance on the frontiers 
of Bohemia. He was affifted by the famous count Mansfield ., 
one of the greateft generals of his age, who reduced mod of 
the interior places that held for the emperor in Bohemia. They 
were oppofed by the count de Buquoy , another general of great 
reputation, who was fent with a body of troops to the aflift- 
ance of the emperor by the cardinal archduke. In the mean 
while Ferdinand of Gratz had prevailed with the emperor to 
fend the count de Dampier with an army into Bohemia , where 
he reduced Bifiritz y Pilgram , and Polna ; but the valour and 
activity of de la Tour prevented him from making any farther 
pregrefs. By the affiftances which the Bohemian proteftants re¬ 
ceived from their German brethren and the States General , 
their army now amounted to 30,000 men ; but they received 
no affiftance from the elector of Saxony , who was ftill amufed 
with the hopes of Juliers and Cleves. The count de Buquoy 
had now entered Bohemia by the way of Moravia , and having 
fccurcd fome of the frontier towns, he advanced to fight the 
infurgents, but found their army drawn up in fuch excellent 
order on the banks of the MoUlau , that he retired under the 
cannon of Budeivitz till he could be reinforced from Vienna. 


7 he emperor again offered to open conferences for an accom¬ 
modation at PUfen y the richeft and one of the moft populous 
towns in Bohemia \ but its inhabitants were devoted to the 
houfe of Au)lria y even to enthufiafm. The proteftants, there¬ 
fore, objcdled to the place of meeting, and Mansfield befieged 
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PUL 


gained ground, and were in expectation of being joined by 
thofc of Avjlria \ but the latter were not yet ripe for fuch a 

« i * ** 
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thias died at Vienna of a confumptive diftemper, in the 6^d year 
of his age and the 8th of his reign. He was, before his death 
in a ftate of dejeefion, through the lofs of his emprefs and 
his brother Maximilian , and the unexpected revolution that 
had happened in Bohemia. He, in a political fenfe, may be 
laid, in other refpects, to have been fortunate, on account of 
his recovery of Hungary from the Turks , and the lucceffes 
which had attended the arms of Ferdinand of Gratz againft 
them in that country. Upon his death-bed, he is faid to 
have expreiled to his fucceffbr fome remorfe for the rigour of 
his government. 




CHAP. XL VI. 

Ferdinand the fccond. 

S m ince, when Matthias died, ronlid 


Hung 
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crowns ; but the ltate ol affairs in the empire obliged him to 
proceed with great moderation as well as addrefs- He offered 
terms to the Bohemians , but they rejected them, and affirmed 
that their crown vvas elective. Even the Hates of Aujlria de¬ 
clined to recognize him, becaufe they were in hopes of enter¬ 
ing into an alliance offenfive and defenfive with the. Bohemi¬ 
ans, which mjght emancipate them from the tyranny of their 
archdukes. Ferdinand offered to the Bohemians even more fe- 
curity than they had required for their civil and religious 
rights; but they imagined that they difeovered a duplicity in 
his proceedings, and the war continued. The proteftants of 
Moravia , Silejia, Lufatia , and Upper Aujlria , joined the Bo¬ 


hemian confederacy. De la Tow 
took Iglatv , Trehichz , and Znahn. 
Aujl 


Moravia 




Where de 


not compafs his ends. All that Ferdinand oppofed to this 
powerful confederacy, confffted of manifeftos and the ftrongefl 
affurances that he would grant the infurgents all they defired, 
They diftrufted him, and de la Tour marched into Auflria. 
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mla, and retiring to Prague , the confternation of the protef- butisobli- 
tan ts was fo great, that they fent orders to de la Tour to sjed to re¬ 
abandon all thoughts of the fiege of Vienna , and to return to 
the defence of Prague. De la Tour obeyed, and on his arri- henna. 
val, he found that he could not force Bnqnoys intrenchments ; 
but the Bohemian confederacy was confirmed anew. All this 
while the election of an emperor was at a ftand, but every 
thing concurred to favour Ferdinand’s pretenfions to that dig¬ 
nity. The ultimate end of the proteftant confederacy was to 
circiimfcribe his power in his hereditary dominions, and to af- 
certain to the ftates of Bohemia their right of electing their 
own king; in which cafe Ferdinand muft have been deprived 
of his vote as an ele&or of the empire. Maximilian , duke 
of Bavaria , was thought of as a proper perfon to fill the Im¬ 
perial throne by the elector of Saxony , the elector Palatine , 
and the elector of Brandenburgh ; but" he wifely rejected the 
offer on account of the great power and alliances of the houfe 


Auft 


He 


be given to the 


ML 


had, however, the addrefs to make a merit of this with Fer¬ 
dinand of Gratz , who paid him a vifit. The Bavarian was 
fenfible that the heart of the elector Palatine , the eldeft branch 
of his family, was fet upon the crown of Bohemia , which had 
been offered to him by the proteflant league. A private com- 
promife was entered into between Ferdinand and that duke, 
that if the elector jiccepted of the offer, his electorate fhould 

avarian branch of his family, and all his 
right, as being the eldeft branch, fhould be transferred to Maxi¬ 
milian, The z8th of Auguft was fixed for the day of electing 
an emperor, when Ferdinand was chofcn by the fuffrnges of 
all the eledftors, notwithftanding a proteft entered againlt him 
by the deputies of the Bohemian ftates. By this time, the 
elector Palatine had taken the field in favour of the proteftants, 
who had obtained feveral advantages over their enemies, but 
they were more than counterbalanced by the count de Bouquoy 

taking Pifeck by ftorm, where he put the garrifon to the fword 
and hanged the governor. 

The capitulation of Ferdinand contained two additional ar¬ 
ticles. By one he eftabliftled the power of the Imperial vicars, t ui 

| and bv the other he excluded all from being admitted into FaTnaoJ. 
the aulic council under the degree of a baron, German born, 
and well verled in the conftitution of his country. The Bo¬ 
hemians, without regarding the Imperial dignity, now more 
obftinatcly than ever contended that their Crown was elective. 

I hey aifembled and formally chofe Frederic V. the elector Pa¬ 
latine, to fill their throne. The illegality of this election was 
ffrenuoufly oppoied by Ferdinand , wr»o laid that he had been 
proclaimed fovereign of the kingdom, and that he had been 
acknowledged in a general affembly 
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denied the validity of his electoral right, which they alledged 
to be local, becaule he never had taken pofleflion of the king, 
dom, which they pretended to be in their difpofal. 

Frederic , the ele&or Palatine, was a young prince of great 
hopes, and was, at this time, confidered as the head of the 
proteftant intereft in Germany. He had been lately married to 
the eldeft princcfs of England , daughter to James I. and be- 
Tides many other great alliances, he had prince Maurice and 
the duke of Bouillon for his uncles. Though within himfclf 
he was bent upon accepting the regal dignity, yet he applied 
to James for his advice, which was entirely againft his accept¬ 
ance of it; but all his other relations and the proteftant prin¬ 
ces of the empire were of a different opinion, and he repaired 
to Prague, where he and the ele&ref's were crowned on the 
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titte was acicnowjeagea uy uie repuuiie ui Venice , and Betblm 
Gabor, the Furkijh waivode of Franfilvania , who was then 
making a vaft progrefs in Hungary , and threatened Vienna 
itfelf. The archduke Leopold was then governor of that city, 
and Buquoy , who Thill continued to a£t with fuccefs in Bobe- 
De la Four wia, was ordered to march to its defence. Being within two 

defeated leagues of Bohemia , 
near Vi- Moravians in 


Four . . 

his intrenchments, but without fuccefs; for 
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An aflembly of the protef- 


et at Nuremberg , where the count de Hohen 
zollern a<Sied as deputy for the emperor, but with very little 
fuccefs. Though the princes did not difpute his Imperial title, 
yet they took part with Frederic as king of Bohemia. 

The ca- Nothing could be oppofed to fo ftrong an aflociation but 
tholic the catholic league, which was revived on this occafion. The 


Mentz 
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vived. 


and Frier 
kur^, wher 
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afeertained 


quoras of men and money with which they were to turnifti 
the emperor for the fupport of the Imperial authority in Bo¬ 
hemia and elfewhere. The pope and fome of the Italian prin¬ 
ces followed their example, and his catholic majefty ordered 
1 i,oco Spanijl) veteran foot to march and attack the Palatinate. 
This crifis threatened to determine the fate of popery and 
proteftantifm, not only in Germany, but all over Europe. Some 
have imagined, that if the court of Great Britain had afted 
ftrenuoufly for Frederic, the balance muft have turned in fa¬ 
vour of proteftantifm ; but this is not likely. Befide the aver- 
Folidcs of fton which James had for fupporting a caufe which he con- 
Jamcs I. demned in his own heart as rebellious, he was not in aeon- 
king of dition to furnifh either .men or money fufficient for compleat- 
Grcat- ing fo great an event, and perhaps the difpofitions which his 
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people (hewed in favour of Frederic , arofe from his unwilling- 
nefs to fupport him. Befides motives of confcience, James , at 
this time, had one of intereft, arifing from his hopes of obtain¬ 
ing the infanta of Spain in marriage for his eldeft fon. The 
fucceffes of Bctblem Gabor in Hungary were owing to the af- 
fiftance he received from the Turks ; nor is it to be fuppofed 
that he could be cordially in the intereft of the elector Pala- 
tme. Add to thofe confederations, that the houfe of Saxony , 
formerly the bulwark of proteftantifm in Germany , was in the 
Imperial intereft. Upon the whole, therefore, the attempt of 
Frederic to feize the Bohe?nian crown, was that of a young 
and unexperienced prince, prompted by deiigning or defperate 
men, or by enthufiafts who could not form a right judgment. 

The French king, whofe father had been fo eminently fervice- 
able to the proteftant caufe, was then a minor; and his mo¬ 
ther, who was regent, was contented to offer her mediation 
between the contending parties. 

When the campaign of 1620 opened, the difparity of their 1620. 
power Was eafily difcernable. Spinola the ableft general in Eu- State of 
rope , at the head of 11,000 Spanijb foot, entered the LouierPa- the war in 
latinate ; the duke of Bavaria overawed the proteftants of Upper Bohemia, 
Aujlria with another army of 25,000 men. 7 'he operations of 
vvarwere for a (hort time fufpended by an affembly of the princes 
and free towns at Ulm, where the French ambaffador, the duke of 
Angoulefme appeared, and offered to take upon himfelf the of¬ 
fice of mediator; but this ceffation was of no long continu¬ 
ance, as the members could not agree among themfelves on the 
beft methods for reftoring public tranquillity. With regard to 
the emperor Ferdinand ’, he behaved with unufual moderation ; 
lie endeavoured, by his manifeftos, to perluade Frederic to 
defift from his pretenfions upon Bohemia , and offered pardon 
to all his followers who would lay down their arms ; but his 
advances were rejected. By this time Frederic law the vanity 
of his expectations of being joined by the Hungarian or Auf- 
trian malecontents. Bethlem Gabor had declared himfelf king 
of Hungary , where he met with fuch oppofition that he could 
fpare none of his party for another quarrel, and the Upper 
Aujlrians had been obliged to take a new oath of fidelity to 
the emperor. The Impcriaiijls under the duke of Bavaria now 
amounted to 50,000 men, with whom he penetrated into Bo¬ 
hemia ; and Spinola , whofe army was now 30,000, was mafter 
of the Palatinate ; While the elector of Saxony , with a third 
army on the frontiers of Bohemia , declared and acted vigor- 
oufly for the emperor. 

The duke of Bavaria , in the emperor’s name, again offer- F/cderlc 
ed pardon to all the Bohemians who would lay down their entirely 
arms, but their obftinacy, rather than any affeCtion for Frederic , defeated 
kept them in the field. They complained loudly of the dif- near 
appointment of their expectations from England , from whence Prague, 
they had received only between 2 and 3,000 auxiliaries; nor 
were they well fatisfied with Frederic in other reipeCts. All 
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he could do to avert the impending ftorm, was to fend a body 
of troops by way of diverfion into Saxony , while his generals, 
de la 'Tony' and the prince of Anhalt , added upon the defenfive 
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m Bohemia. Henry de Najjau , and the marquis of Anjpach , 
commanded for Frederic in the Palatinate ; but a miiunder- 
{landing happening between the hnglijh who ferved there, and 
the Germans , nothing effectual was done to oppofe Spinola. 
The duke of Bavaria and the count de Buquoy, notwith- 
{landing fome {harp attacks made on their rear by count 
Mansfield, were advancing towards Prague itfelf. Frederic's 
army' amounted to no more than 30,000 men, witn whom he 
rcfolved to keep on the defenhve. T hey 
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whofe troops had been compleatly difdplined, yet he was en- 
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Frederic feeing all loft, retired to Prague, and from thence to 

Next day Prague furrendered to the elector of Bava~ 
who imprifoned all' the heads of the revolt he could feize 
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not that the crown of Bohemia fhoidd be reftored to him, but 
that he might again be put in poHellion of the Palatinate, 
Fc ; ■dinaan gave a very Toothing anfwer to this offer of media¬ 
tion, and referred the ambaflador to his confederates. Matif- 
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at a time when Ferdinand expe&ed nothing but fubmiffion, 
provoked him fo much, that he laid Frederic and the heads of 
his party under the ban of the empire j upon which the Sik- 
fians fubmitted, and at the interceflion of the duke of Saxony, 
were pardoned upon their paying 300,000 florins to the em¬ 
peror. Frederic was, at this time, in Denmark, where the 
king made him great profeffions of friendfhip, but they ter¬ 
minated in embaflics and ncgociations which proved ineffec¬ 
tual, for Ferdinand rofe every hour in his demands. He in- 
fifted that Frederic, bcfidcs renouncing the crown of Bohemia, 
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lid refign the JJf'pcr Palatinate to the houle of Bavaria , 
give him perfonal fatisfaefion, by making his fubmiffioiu 
Vienna. The bounds of this hiflory do not admit of our 
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rid a commiffion for carrying all the other parts of the Imperial 
ban into execution, and confirmed his promife of inverting 
bim with the eledtoral dignity, and the dominions that had 
belonged to the late elector Palatine. Nine of the principal 
Bohemian directors, who had managed the affairs of that king¬ 
dom before Frederics election, were beheaded, and thofe of a 
fubordinate order were hanged or fufFered other deaths. 

The active count Mansfield was now the only fupport of Pro^refs 
Frederic’s caufe in Germany. He was ftill at the head of a fly- of the Ln- 
jng army of 8 or 9,000 men, with which he performed incre- perialjis. 
dible a£tions againft the duke of Bavaria , v/hofe troops, how¬ 
ever, furrounded him as he was preparing to penetrate into 
the Lovjcr Palatinate , by the way of Franconia. Mansfield 
in this diftrefs, had recourfe to ftratagem. Being known all 

over Europe to be a foldier of fortune, he propofed to the 
Bavarian to enter with his army into the Imperial fervice, and 
amufed that duke fo effectually, that he and his troops found 
means to efcape into the Lower Palatinate , where their pre¬ 
fence gave frelh vigour to the caufe of Frederic. He arrived 
there juft in time to fave Frankcndal from being taken by the 
Spanijh general Cordova , whofe fuperiority of numbers had 
obliged Fere, the Englijh general who commanded the Palatine 
troops, to retire to JVorms , while Frederic was folliciting in 
Holland and elfewhere for fuccours, but obtained only magni¬ 
ficent promifes. 

Bethlem Gabor, at the head of the Hungarian malecontents, £-, ruov 
flill flood his ground in Hungary, where Buqiioy commanded j n 

the bnperialifls and took Profiling. After that he laid fiege to rj un , ary < t 
Neuhaufic , but de la Tour coming to its relief, intercepted a" * 
convoy, in defending which Buqnoy was killed, and in him 
the Impcrialijh loft one of their greateft military fupports. 

The fiege of Neuhaufic was then railed, and Gabor , joined by 
the duke of fiayerndorf, who commanded the proteftant Mora¬ 
vians and Silcfians , retook many places, but they were repulTed 
before Prefiburg. Chrifticrn of Bnmfiiuic , a prince of a very 
extraordinary character, at this time joined the caufe of Fre¬ 
deric. Being poffeiTed cf fevcral very valuable ecclcfiaftical 
livings, he was an enemy to priefts, almoft to enthufiafm, 
and he wore in his hat one of the eledtrefs Palatine’s gloves, 
in token of his being her proreffed champion. He railed an 
army in TVefiphalia , and joined Mansfield , who had retired to 
Aifiacs. The prince of Baden Dourlach was likewife brought 
over to the fame caufe, which now refumed a finding afpe£t. 

Chrifiiern a£led with great fucccfs, but fome barbarity, in the 

county of La March , and attacked the dominions of the land- Frederics 
grave of Hejfie Darmjladt ; and about the fame time, the 
landgrave of HeJJ'cCa'jje /, for fome family reafons, declared in y j y ^ ,e * 
favour of the elector Palatine. Ferdinand ordered the duke of 
Brunfiwic and the landgrave of Hejfe to defift from hoftilities, 
and the former was checked by the count of Anhalt , who 
commanded the electoral troops of Cologne. The defeat that 
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Chrifiiern had received, feemed to encreafe his ferocity. Fal¬ 
ling back into the countries of Paderbousn and Munfter , he 
recruited his army, no man being of fo profligate a chara&er 
as not to be received into his fervice; and he is faid to have 
been guilty of barbarities that dilgraced the caufe he had el- 
pou fed. 

Ferdinand finding the proteftant caufe revive, refolved to de¬ 
cide it by granting advantageous terms to Bethlem Gabor , 
that he might be at liberty to employ his full force againft 
the Palatine intereft. A negociation being begun, Gabor con- 
fented to renounce the title and kingdom of Hungary , incon- 
fideration of his being made a prince of the empire, ancl re¬ 
ceiving the inveftiture of certain eftates in Plungary and Si - 
lefia, with many other advantages. This treaty being con¬ 
cluded, Ferdinand, who about the fame time married Eleanor a r, 
the filler of the duke of Mantua , called a diet, in which he 
confirmed the proteflants in their religious privileges. Thole 
compliances were in a great meafure owing to the vaft fuc- 
ceflcs of Mansfield in A face, where he was oppofed by count 
Tilly, the Imperial general, who became afterwards fo famous 
in the hiftory of Germany. The marquis of Baden Dourlach 
was, at this time, in the field at the head of 16,000 well ap¬ 
pointed troops, and a large train cf artillery, and had begun 
his march to join Mansfield, when he learned that the latter, 
by one of thofe military ftratagems of which he was fo great 
a mafter, had gained a confiderable advantage over Tilly. 
This induced him to change his refolution, and he advanced 
towards Tilly that he might have the glory of complcating 
He joins his deftru£lion. Frederic , who about that time had arrived at 
M'tnf- Mansfield's army from Holland, through France , which he tra- 

field’s verfed in difguife, endeavoured to difiiiade the marquis from 

army, this march; but it was too late, and Tilly having been rein¬ 

forced by fome Spanifi) regiments, killed z,ooo of his men, 
took his cannon and baggage, and it was wi;h difficulty that 
the marquis efcaped with part of his cavalry to Alansficld, 
who was then befieging Ladetnburg, which he took, and put 
its garrifon to the fword. That adlive general then inarched 
againft the archduke Leopold , who was befieging Frankendal, 
Mansfield having cut in pieces a detached part of his army, 
filled the reft with fuch a panic, that they fled with the lofs 
of all their artillery and magazines, and Mansfield’ s foldiers 
killed 2,000 of them in the purfuit. 

which Mansfield then re-crofled the Rhine, and joined Frederic 

amounts and the marquis of Baden, by which their army amounted to 
to 2c,cco 20,000 men. If it had been poffible for fo fmall a force to 
men, have re-eflablifhed Frederic in his Palatinate , the zeal and abi¬ 
lities of Mansfield would have done it. But he was obliged 
to make war as a partizan: he had no magazines but what 
he took from his enemies; his troops had no fubfiftence but 
what they raifed from contributions and plunder, and the 
fiighteft check was fufficient to interrupt the operations of a 
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whole campaign. On the other hand, Tilly and the Impc - 
■ial generals had at their backs large opulent countries, from 
which they were plentifully fupplied with provifions of all 
kinds. Their troops were regularly paid, and they could ea- 
fily recover any unfortunate blow in the courfe of a campaign. 

Twenty thoufand men, however, was a very considerable ar¬ 
my, and it ravaged the bilhopric of Spire , plundered the 
country of the landgrave of Hc/fe Dannftadt , with whom the 
landgrave of HeJJe was at variance, and made himfelf pri- 
foner. Tilly was all this while reinforcing his army and watch¬ 
ing his opportunity, which he found and improved fo well, 
that he attacked or cut off the rear of Mansfield's army, 
and the main body was obliged in great diforderand confufton, but they 
being deftitute of money and provifions, to fly into the Pala- are de- 
imate. The duke of Brunfwics army was now all the re- feated, 
fource which Frederic had. Chrifiiern had been very fuccefs- 
ful in his ravages in the countries upon the Lippe , and had 
fixed his head quarters at Lipjladt. The Imperialifis , under 
the prince of Anhalt , having been reinforced with 10,000 men, 
fent them from th oLow Countries , threatened to beflege him in 
that city: but he was favoured by a diverfton made by the 
dutch , which obliged the archdutchefs, governefs, to recall 
her troops. Chrifiiern , upon this, began his march to join 
Frederic and Mansfield in the Palatinate. In his progrefs he was 
attacked by Tilly, who 'waited for him at Hanau , and en¬ 
tirely defeated ; his infantry, confiding of 6,oco men, were as is the 
killed, drowned, or made prifoners, and all he himfelf could duke of 
do, after adting with great bravery, was to join Mansfield Brunfuic* 
with five troops of horfe. This defeat of Chrifiiern neither 
difeouraged him not Mansfield', they duck clofe by Frederic, 
who thought proper to releafe the landgrave of Darmfiadt , 
but the marquis of Baden Dourlach difmifl’cd his troops, and 
took refuge in Hochherg\ while the elector, with the other heads 
of the party, retired to Alface. In this date of affairs, dis¬ 
couraging as it was for the protedant caufc, Ferdinand dill 
feemed to be in fufpenfe. His plaufible treatment of all the great 
powers in Europe , Spain excepted, who applied in favour of 
Frederic , had hitherto kept them quiet, and none of them 
proceeded farther than follicitations. He plainly faw, that if 
Great Britain , France , or Denmark fnould enter upon hodili- 
ties, Frederic might foon reindate himfelf in his Palatinate , 
and his miniders, at lad, fairly intimated, that his Imperial 
miijcfly could do no effectual fervice to the Palatine unlefs he 
flioukl apply for it without having arms in his hand. Frede- 
ric took the hint, difmified the brave Mansfield and Chrifiiern 
from his fervice, and retired to Sedan , jud about the time that 
the Imperialifis , under Tilly , had compleated the conqued of 
th z Palatinate, which they cruelly ravaged, and by their re- 
ftoring ooDerv in every nlace where it was noilible to intro- 


p popery in every plac 
duce it, they plainly dilcovered that the war on their part was 
religious as well as temporal. 
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Mansfield Mansfield and the duke of Bnrufiuic were at this time ^ 
defeated, the head of io,coo foot, and 8,000 horfe, and dreaded or 

courted by all the powers of Europe. They hovered near 
Sedan, as being undetermined what party to embrace; but 
at laft, penetrating into France to affift the Hugonots there, and 
to raiie the fiege of Bergen-op-zoom, they were defeated 
with the lofs of y,ooo killed and wounded, by the duke of 
Fevers, and Gonzales , tire Spanijh general. In this battle the 

duke of Brunfiivic loft his right arm. Mansfield, undifmayed 
by this blow, entcied into the fervice of the States Genera /, 
continued his march, and forced Spinola to retire from before 
Per gen-op-zoom. Ferdinand having thus gained his ends thro’ 
the pufillanimity of the king of England, by whofe advice Fre¬ 
deric had difarmed himfelf, ventured to throw off the mafkby 
proceeding with the utmoft feverily againft the Bohemian pro- 
teftants, and forcing all the towns in his hereditary dominions 
to receive popifli magiPcrates. All the proteftant churches in 
Prague were Jfhut up, their minifters were obliged to leave 
that city in four hours, and its univerfity was configned to 
the JeJiiits. The proteftant princes complained of this, but 
Ferdinand was now next to abfolute in the empire, and calling 
a diet at Ratifioon, he, by his Imperial power, transferred the 
electoral dignity of the Palatinate to Maximilian, duke of Ba¬ 
varia. This deftination was neither agreeable to the funda¬ 
mental laws of the empire, nor the inclinations of the Remit 
catholic powers, particularly of Spain, which was then earned!’/ 
cultivating friendfhip with Great Britain. The electors, and 
other princes of that communion in the empire were in hopes 
of coming in for part of the fpoils, but were difappointed; 
and Ferdinand trufted to their divifions for the execution and 


1 he fpoils 


confirmation of hi? own award. In a fubfequent diet, Ferdi¬ 
nand iolemnly invefted Maximilian with the electoral dignity, 
though half the princes of the empire were ready to take arms 
again ft him. 

1 o appeafe the king of Spain, he gave him up a large 
Ill are of the Leaver Palatinate, and he gratified the landgrave 
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of Jj arnifia the archhifiiop of Mente^ and the bifliopsot 
Worms and Spire, with other portions of the fame, as they 
lay moft convenient for their fevcral dominions. The em¬ 
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of the remains of the Brunfwic army, entered into the fer- 
vice of the States General, but in the mean while, Tilly fell 
into TFeJlpbalia , where he took Lipjladt. The States General 
had the honour of being, at this period, the only bulwarks of 
Enrobe againd the houfe of A lift ria ; but all that their gene¬ 
rals,* the princes Maurice and Henry of Orange , could do, 
was to aft upon the defenfive. The emperor’s generals de¬ 
feated Betblcm Gabor in Hungary , where he was raifmg new 
commotions, and he was forced to promife never again to 
take part with the enemies of the houfe of Auftria . In ftiort, 

Ferdinand-, at this time, acted as the tyrant of Germany. 

Thecaufeof the eleftor Palatine became every day more The king 
and more that of protefcantifm, and the king of England , at o \ England 
laft, grew fenfible of the delufion he had been laid under by embarks 
Spain. He furnifhed Mansfield with money to make a diver- in the 
fion into the Spanif) dominions, and the princes of the Lower Palatine's 
Saxony applied to Cbrijlian king of Denmark, who partly caui'e. 
through vanity, partly through intered, undertook to be their 
champion, inftead of the duke of Brunfwic , who, at this 
time, refigned his command. This was the foundation of the 
great fcheme for reducing the power of the houfe of Aufria , 
which was afterwards to fttccefsfully purfued by Gujlavus 
Molpbus ; it is but doing judice to the memory of king fames , 
to own that the original defign was planned out in his council, 
and a Aided by his money. Cbrijlian having taken proper 
meafures for the tranquillity of his own dominions, was ac¬ 
knowledged to be the head of the princes and dates of the 
circle of Lower Saxony. Having declared war againd the 
emperor, he took pod in the neighbourhood of Bremen , 
where Mansfield and the duke of Brunfwic joined him with 
the troops, which the Englijh money had enabled them to 
raife. Tilly and the famous IVallenJlein , now created duke of 
Friedland, oppofed them, but they were obliged by Cbrijlian to 
raile the liege of Nienlurg , though it was carr’ed on with the 
utmod fury by Tilly, who loft a great number of men in his 
retreat. The duke of Saxony, by this time, had propoled a 
negotiation for peace, but to no purpofe, and his Danijb 
majedy having received confidcrable fubfidies from his allies, 
the war recommenced, Tilly and IVallenJlein obliged Cbrijlian 
to abandon Hamelcn and Minden, and to entrench himfelf 
under the cannon of Vcrden, in expectation of a reinforce¬ 


ment of 12,000 men, promifed him by the States General. 
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Charles I. had now fucceeded to the crown of Great Bri- _ r ". 
tain. The expences of his marriage, and the backwardnefs k v, k loa 
of his people to trud him with money, difabled him from °‘ rt !~ 
fupporting the protedants fo vigoroufly as he undoubtedly in- 7 !! J 7 i y . 
tended, and early in the fpring of the year 1626, the admini- 
drator of Magdeburg was defeated by IVallenJlein, but in the 01 ‘f n ~ 
mean while Ferdinand procured the crown of Hungary for his mark ’ 
elded fon. Though Cbrijlian could not be reckoned among 
the great generals of his age, yet he was hearty and forward 
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in the caufe he had efpoufed, and while he fuffered himfelf to 

be advifed by Mansfield , he made head beyond expectation 
againit the two Imperial generals. Not having a great opi¬ 
nion of his troops, who were but new raifed, he kept upon 
the defenfive, and avoided a general battle with fo much art, 
that Tilly was more than once on the point of retreating, 
when he became mailer of Calenberg , the bifhopric of Hilde- 
jkebn , and the dutchy of Brunfwic , all of them plentiful 
countries. Ghrijlian dividing his army into three parts, took 
feveral places in the bifhopric of Hildefiocim. T he duke of 
Weimar , who aCted under him, reduced the bifhopric of 
Ofnaburg, and might have opened his way through Munfier , 
to the Palatinate , but, for pecuniary reafons, he rejoined 
Chri/lian on the banks of the Elbe , while Tilly took the im¬ 
portant city of Gottingen . The king, inftead of making fome 
effort in the field, to give the Imperialijh a diverfion, undertook 
the lieges of fome unimportant places j and Tilly at laft, 
watching his opportunity, forced him to come to a gene¬ 
ral engagement, in which the latter was defeated, with the 
Ic-fs of the landgrave of Hejfie, many of his heft general 
officers, 5000 Danes who were killed, and almoft double the 
number taken prifoners. This battle was fought on the 28th 
of Auguft, and the king of Denmark was obliged to fly with 
part of his cavalry to Holjlein. 

Mans/.e'd Neither Mansfield nor the duke of Brunfwic were concern- 

defeated, ed in this battle, they being at the head of the other two 

divifions of the proteflant army. Mansfield undertook to 
watch the motions of Wallen ft ein , and retook the province of 
Magdcbcurg. Purfuing his march towards Silefia , the hnperia - 
lifts took pofTeffion of a bridge, and while Mansfield was en¬ 
deavouring to force it, that he might penetrate into Hungary » 
having outmarched Wallertflein , the latter came up with him 
at DeJJau , and beat his army, fo that he was obliged to retire 
towards Brandenburg with a vafi lois of infantry, baggage and 
artillery. (labor was _then in arms againfl the Imperialijh in 
Hungary , and favoured by the Turks. Mansfield's aim was to 
join him, and he was fo far from being difeouraged by his late 
defeat, that he took the field again v/ith 25,000 men, and though 
clofely followed by Wallenjlein , he effected his junction with 
Gabor . But while all Europe was in expectation of fome tle- 
cifive blow being given to the houfe of Auftria , from that 
quarter, the brave Mansfield found himfelf betrayed. Gabor 
and the Hungarian malecontents were at this time far ad¬ 
vanced in a treaty with the houfe of Auftria , and Mansfield 
inflead of entering upon any important aCtion, faw his army 
daily rotting away, by the difeafes which the autumnal rains 
and the want of provifions produced. But the difeovery of 
Gabor's treachery funk deeper into Mansfield’s fpirits than 
all his illuftrious defeats had ever done. Finding himfelf at¬ 
tacked by a flow fever, which fome writers pretend was the 

pfFeCl of poifon, he left the remains of his army to the care of 

Gabor 3 
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'Gakr, and fet out, attended with fome of his officers, for 
Venice'', but found himfelf mortally feized at a village near 
Zara in Dalmatia. Perceiving he was near his end, he gave 
orders that he fhould be dreft in his richeft apparel, and he 

[expired ftanding, ffipported by two of his domeftics, with all 

the fentiments that became a chriftian hero and patriot, at “ 1S death 
the age of 4^ • 

I This great general was the natural fon of the governor of and cha* 

I Luxembourg, but being legitimated, he had received an excel- racier, 
lent education, and ferved an apprenticefhip to war in the 
Imperial and Spanijb armies. Being difgufted at a repulfe he 
received from the emperor Rodolph , he enlifted himfelf in the 
proteftant caufe, which he ferved with incredible fpirit and 
intrepidity to his lateft breath. No general of his time knew, 
jo well as he did, the art of finding refources after a defeat; 
for he alv/ays then appeared greater and more terrible than 
he did after vi&ory, and he may be faid to have been in his 
own perfon, for fome time, the foie fupport of the proteftant 
caufe in Germany. In his private life, he was open, unfuf- 
pefiing, and generous, beyond example. Having discovered 
that his principal fecretary held a correfpondence with his 
chief rival, and enemy, Buquoy , he gave him 300 rix-dollars, 
and difmifled him, with a letter, recommending him to that 
count’s fervice. At another time, having difcovered that his 
apothecary had been bribed to poifon him, he gave him 
money, that his neceffities might not tempt him to perpe¬ 
trate fuch crimes for the future. As he was a foldier of for¬ 
tune, his bounty and magnificence obliged him to infift upon 
high terms for his fervices, which were not always complied 
with; but they who declined them, always found reafon to 
repent their doing fo. The Dutch ufed to obferve, that his 
fervices were excellent, but his payment extravagant, for 
which reafon they employed him too little. James I. knew 
his merit, and rewarded it nobly ; though he never was pro¬ 
perly in his fervice, he not having the courage to employ 
him. 

I This year was likewife diftinguifhed by the death of ano- D f 

jther great proteftant general, the duke of Brunfwic , who died ^runfiwie 
when he was no more than 30 years of age, the fellow labourer ^ ^ 
ot Mansfield. That prince had great talents for war, and 
was fincere and zealous for the caufe he efpoufed ; but his 
violence of temper often hurried him into overfights, and his 
hatred of priefts, fometimes rofe to inhumanity. The Impe - 
rialijls having now nothing to fear on the fide of Hungary , 

Tilly relumed the liege of Nienburg , which was reinforced by 
the king of Denmark , whofe army, by the auxiliaries he had 
received from France and Holland , now amounted to 24,0 o 
foot, and 15,000 horfe. Tilly not being able to face this 
?nny, amufed it with marches and countermarches, during 
great part of the campaign, till he could be joined by duke 
Maximilian of Saxony ; but the woeful confequences of the 

deaths 
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deaths of the two great proteftant generals, as like wife that of 
the duke of Saxe-JVeimdr , which happened about the fame 
time, now appeared. The Auftnans took Brandenburg , ^ 
king of Denmark was obliged to intrench himfelf on the 
banks of the IVefer ; daily fkirmiflies palled, to the difadvan. 
tage and difcouragement of the proteltants, and, at laft, the 
Imperial!/}s , under the duke of Lunenburg , to draw the war 
out of Germany , fuddenly made an irruption into Hojjiein , to 
which the king of Denmark was obliged to detach 12,000 of 
his bed: troops. This movement left Tilly at liberty to act as 
he pleated. He took Nortkcim , Havelberg , and the fort near 


Ardemburg , with many other places of importance, and was 
upon the point of conquering Holjlein , when its duke propp¬ 
ed an accommodation. Here the war feemed to be at a criiis, 
and proteflaniifm to be at its laft gafp. Tilly prefer ibed, in head of 

He demanded that his Danijl) majefty fhould as- 


treating. 


liver up to the emperor the fortrefs of Gluckjladt. and refien 



Da. 


,V«V 



and the 

elector 

^ t-. A* * ■ /?^. 


Danyb king and army from poft to poft, taking every 
place that flood in his way, till Chriftian was obliged to fly to 
"Jutland. Even there, he was followed by the Imperial]';, 
who either cut in pieces his troops, or obliged them to enlift 
in their fervice. 

In Lower Saxony, Nienburg being no longer fupplied by the 
Danes , was forced to furrender. The debtor of Brandenburg 
and the marquis of Baden Dourlach , detached themfelves and 
their fubjebts from the proteftant league, as did many other 

, who thought that the power of the houfe of Aujiria 
was now uncontroulable, at the very time that the diftreffes 
of the proteftants were inventing the means of their delive¬ 
rance. Ferdinand, though he had bore his fuccefles with great 
moderation, and never difeouraged any follicitations made in 
favour of the Palatine, yet could not help manifefting his am¬ 
bition, where fair profeftions would no longer ferve his pur- 


princcs 


poics 


r 1 

kiiaes 


England 


and Holland, the dukes of 


Ur 


and Wirtemberg interceded with fo much earneftnefs, 

at laft, obliged to explain himfelf, by oe- 


ram 

that Ferdinand wa 


Si 


manding Frederic to afk him pardon, to renounce the crown 
of Bohemia, to eftablifh the catholic religion in the Palatinate , 


and to pay for the expen 




of the war, but the duke of 


ma 


Bavaria was ft ill to retain the cl chloral dignity. Thofe (le¬ 
nds were found too impracticable to be complied with; 
and, from thenceforth, Ferdinand took meafures, as he new 
thought himfelf powerful enough to cftebl it, for rendering 
himfelf fuperior to the Germanic conftitution, and indepen¬ 
dent in the exercifc of his prerogative, upon all the electors, 
Roman catholic, as well as proteftant. He gave the bifhoprico: 
Ilalberjladt , with the abbey of Hi>jcbf.eld a and the bilbo- 



l S$ 


OF THE WORLD. 

pries of Strajbourg and FaJJ'au , to his foil William , and intend¬ 
ed to have given him likewile, the bilhoprics of Magdebcurg and 
firemen. His minifters and generals made no fecret, that the 
proteftants were to be deprived of all the ecclcfiaiiical pof- 
1'eflions they had feized or fecularized, that their religion was 
to be no longer tolerated in Germany , and that the electors 
would be reduced to a condition not better than that of the 
titular grandees of Spat}?. That their a&ions might corre- 
fpond with their threatenings, they quartered their troops in¬ 
differently, upon the Roman catholics and the proteftants, and 
even the duke of Bavaria , and the elector of ‘ Triers , began 
to form fecret connections with France , as the only power who 
could deliver them from being fwallowcd up by the houfe of 

Aujh-ia. _ . 

Cardinal Richelieu was then the firft minifter of France , A diet at 
and was fully convinced of the neceffity of checking the Mulbau- 
Jujhian greatnefs; but he was on the eve of a war with A"* 
England , and doubtful of his fituation with Savoy , and the 
Italian princes. All he could do, was to fupply the king of 
Denmark with money, to prevent his finking under his mis¬ 
fortunes, and to fend a minifter to offer his mailer’s mediation 
between the emperor and the proteftants, and fecretly to em- 
barrals the intended election of a king of the Romans , which 
was accordingly delayed ; but the crown of Bohemia was 
placed upon the king of Hungary's head. A diet, however, 
was opened at Mulbaufen , where the French envoy, Marche- 
ville , made many plaulible propofals for the peace, which he 
urged fo artfully, that the Imperial minifters could not con¬ 
ceal from the diet, their mailer’s real deflgns upon the liber¬ 
ties of the empire, and of refuming the ccclefiafticai ter¬ 
ritories, poflefled by proteftant princes, but they found 
themfelves unable to fucceed in the laft mentioned fcheme. 

When the affair of the elector Palatine came to be debated, 
the Roman catholic eleCtors were willing that he ftiould be 
reinftated in his dominions, or the greateft part of them; 
but they infilled upon his afking pardon of the emperor, and 
his renouncing the crown of Bohemia , and the electoral 
dignity, threatening, that if he refufed to comply, they 
would take arms on the fide of the emperor. In the mean p r0 o-rcl3 
while, the king of Denmark , with the money he had received 0 p 
from Richelieu , equipped a fleet, with which he ravaged the kj no . 0 f 
fea coafts belonging to the Inipcrial party, but he could not D e ,f mar fi 
prevent Staden , which had in it an Englijl) garrifon, com¬ 
manded by colonel Morgan , from being taken by Filly , after 
an obftinate refiftance, and the war in thofe parts was car¬ 
ried on with great fuccefs again!! the Imperialijls. Ferdinand 
could not, with indifference, fee the flouriffling Hate of the 
Hanfe towns, and demanded that they ibould aflift him in 
eftablilhing a new company, to whom the pallage of the 
Sound ftiould be open for carrying en a trade in the north. 

They law his drift, refufed his requeft, offered to be neutral. 
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but prepared to defend thcmfelves. A congrefs was held at 
Luhec , where the proteftant cauie wore fo good a face, that 
the Danijh commiflioners infilled upon the reftitution of all 
that had been taken from their mafter, and upon liberty 
of confcience being exercifed over all the Lower Saxony 
while the hnperialijls infifted upon their former terms, with 
very little abatement, and that all their allies fhould be com- 
prehended in the treaty. 

Wallenjiein , by this time, h: 


Gained his favourite poiit 
:klenburg , by the emperor^ 
ed duke who had puF the former dukes under the ban of the empire 

„ . . . rr •' i c* . , • . l 11 t . I , f 


Mi 


of Meek- He 


kv.burg. 


Denmark 


was afraid, that ll 
feffion of it. The 


Imperial commiflai 


Scheme 


laid for re- ; 


joyed the emperor’s confidence, to afk for inftrudtions, how 
far they could recede from their demands. To oblige the 
king of Denmark , he mollified the terms ; fo as to be entirely 
acceptable to his Danijly majefty, but with an exclufion of the 
dukes of Mecklenburg from their former dominions. The 
congrefs ftill continued at Lubcc , where JValleiiJlein' s terms 
were accepted. The electoral rights of the duke of Bavaria 
were confirmed, but thofe of the Palatine rejected. His 
Danijb majefty, however, ftill entertained a warm Triendfhip 
for the duke of Mecklenburg , who had been preferibed for 
adhering to his intereft, and a refentment againft the duke of 
HolJlein y who had entered into a feparate treaty with the em¬ 
peror, for himfelf, during the late war. In the conferences 
at Lubcc , the great Gufiavns Adolphus was thought of fo little 
confequence by the emperor, that his atnbaflador had been 
refufed a feat in the aflembly. This flight, perhaps, would 
not have determined Gujlavus to the part he afterwards fo 
illuftrioufiy acted, had he not previoufly concerted with 


duping the COUI -t s G f England and France , a deep laid plan for the re- 
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Hold 


Danijb 
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defift. While this quarrel was 
in dependence, the emperor Ferdinand enjoyed an imaginary 
triumph, and a feeming ftate of fecurity. He publifhed an 
ordonnance at Vienna , commanding the proteftants to relb-re 
11 the ecclefiaftical pofTeflions and effects, that had come into 




the execution of it to JVaUcnjlein. 




a 


nd he committed 


Proceed¬ 
ings of an 
affembly 
at tieidel- 
le r g. 


The Roman catholics eafily perceived, that the fame power 
which then unjuftly operated againft the proteftants, might 
affect themfelves, and they joined in remonftrances againft it, 
in an aflembly which was held at Heidelberg , where the 
elector of Saxony prefided. That prince was then po fie fie cl of 

great t ream res, and tv as in the fccret of the powerful confe¬ 
deracy, 
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, C y that had been formed againft the houfe op Auftria, 
The emperor’s agents and commillaries, being excluded from 
/he meeting, he ventured to lay it before its members, who 
fo carefully concealed it, that the emperor, the three eccle- 
fiaftical electors, and the duke of Bavaria , were entirely ig¬ 
norant of it, when they met at the diet of Ratifbon. The 
temper of the princes there ftartled the emperor, who now 
thought that nothing could lland before him. Even the elector 
of Bavaria declared, that the deliberations of the diet could 
not be free, while Ferdinand had 150,000 troops in Germany , 
and joined with the catholic princes, in defiring he would 
defift from his edi£t of revocation of the ecclefiaftical bene- 


_ . Pajji 

Ferdinand d id all he could to foften this peremptory oppofition, 
in which the princes perfevered fo ftrenuoufly, that he was 
obliged to difmifs Wallenjiein from his command, and to re¬ 
duce his army to 40,000 men, but thofe were veterans. 

This difmiffion was not fo cautioufly managed, as to pre- . 

vent Ferdinand from perceiving that the duke of Bavaria w . hich !S 


Wallev- 

(lein dif- 
miiTed 
from his 
command. 


was til lii^ UV/U.UU1 Wt **»• * j CT'IJ 

pired to be king of the Romans. The duke was too well fup- Lll E* 

ported for Ferdinand to crufh him, and it was with difficulty 
that he evaded his being put at the head of the army, the 
command of which was given to Tilly , who was unexcepti¬ 
onal y qualified for the fame. Wallenjiein diffembled his re¬ 
sentment and kept up his Hate ; which was far beyond that 
of the emperor himfelf. At this diet the ambaffiidors of two 
great crowned heads appeared, one from Charles I. of Eng- 


at the bottom of the oppofition to his meafures, and af- 


given to 


w w w ^ ^ ■ * 

land, and the other from the French king; but nothing was 

done effedfually for the fervice of the deprived elector i alatim , 

and the French court laid, that it would not be debarred from 

giving afliffance to its ally the king of Sweden, who by this r-* < 

r 1 iii _ ii 1_ n . XVJl, fo Ui 


Aufi 


$<v:eden 


among other reafons, foreign to this part of our hiltory, that j cc ] a! . e5 
Ferdinand had arbitrarily deprived the two dukes of Mccklcn- 


vvar a- 


bwg of their dominions, and had unjuftly feized upon many oa j n {^ t v 
eftates in the Lower Saxony , and Pomerania , and treated his £ ou r e Q c 


'dijh 


W h at- 


ever might be in thofe allegations, it is certain, that England 
and France very properly thought, that the Imperial power in 
Germany was at this time dangerous to the liberties of Europe. 
The king of Denmark's vanity was touched at feeing the 
preference given to the Svjcde ; but he was made eafy by 
France , and Gijlavus rendered himfelf mailer of the ifle of 
Rugen, by which he fecured to himfelf two important polls. 
He then i'urprized Stetin ; notwithllanding the reluctance ex- 


Auftria. 


prcfled 


Bogijlaus duke of Pomerania , at his 


becoming 


mafter of the place ; nay, he even obliged that prince to make 
a temporary refignation of his fovereignty into his hands dur¬ 
ing the war. Ferdinand all this time remained wrapt up in a 

fecurity, which was di&ated by the opinion he entertained of 

his 
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his own greatnefs, the contempt he had for the Swedijh powej 
and the ruined condition of Denmark. He had imagined that 
Great Britain would not interfere in the war; but when he 
faw Charles 1. fend 8000 troops to the affiftanee of Gujlami 1 
he deigned to write a threatening letter, commanding Gnj- 
tavus to return to his own country, on pain of being driven 
to it by the whole force of the houfe of Aujlria. 

Gujlavus treated this meffage with the contempt it deferved- 
and as he was to receive from France a fubfidy of 1,200,coo 
livres, he agreed to grant the Roman catholic princes of the 
empire, the duke of Bavaria efpecially, a neutrality, if they 
did not affift the emperor, and that the Roman catholic reli¬ 
gion fhould ftill be exercifed in the conquered places. Itj 3 
amazing that Gujlavus , in this expedition, met with more 
oppoliiion from the proteftants, than he did from the Romm 
catholic princes. The latter gradually embraced a neutrality, 
but the former were afraid of provoking the emperor, and of 
being puniftied before the Sivedes could affift them, even if they 
fhould but appear to be neutral. An aflembly was held at 
Leifjic , confiiiing of the electors and princes of Saxony and 
Brandenburg , the landgrave of HeJJe , the duke of Brunfm- 
Lunenburg , the marquis of Baden , with the other heads of the 
German proteftants, and deputies from four of their great 
cities, where they had under confideration, the means of re¬ 
ducing the Imperial power, which they propofed to do, by 
railing and maintaining an army of 40,000 men, but inde- 


Gujl 


They lent Ferdinand a formal intima¬ 


tion of their intentions, and he condemned them ; upon which 
they began ferioufly to refleT on the danger they were in from 
the auilerity of Ferdinand , and to think or ftrengtheningthem- 


mcrc 


> by favouring Gujlavus , whe 
dibly rapid. He had taken 


kfc 


Oder, and Dammin, in the depth of winter. Tilly command¬ 
ed the Imperial troops, but perceived that he was not now the 
fid general of his age. He was encamped in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Al'.vrdcharge from whence he inarched and retook 
Pranlfort upon the Oder, but it was again taken by the king 
of Sweden, who gave it up to be plundered by his foldiers, 
becaufe the inhabitants favoured his enemies. 

The elector of Saxony continued ftill irrefolute, partly on 
account of his connections with the emperor, partly becaufc 
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Saxony denied Gzjlavus a paiiage througli his territory to re¬ 
lieve it. Gujlavus unwilling to make that eleddor his declared 


Potjh 


or :1 ://•, U p Gn t he £/p s ; but Tilly took Magdeburg. That unhappy 
** ‘ <:KC5 city had been long tire objedl of the Aujlrian refentment, 

I.cgre- v/h icli was now gratified to the full. Tilly put 30,000 of the 

inhabitants to death, and his fold iers. after plundering it, re- 
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'ed it to allies. This cruelty at once created caution and 






mm 


horror in the electors of Saxony and Brandenburg. The army 
0 f Qiiflavns did not confift of above 30,000 Swedes, befides 
jiis Englijh auxiliaries, and the emperor having now made 
pence in Italy , had drawn his troops from thence into Ger- 

Gujiavus , who had relied on the proteftant electors 
a nd princes, thought that they were rather afraid than un¬ 
willing to affilf him, and he refolved to give them a plauhble 
pretext for breaking their timid neutrality. He appeared 
jefore the gates of Berlin , and threatened to lay it in allies, if 
they were not opened to his army. The elector of Branden¬ 
burg obeyed, and not only admitted his troops, but gave him 
pofleffion of the ftrong fortrefs of Spandau , during the con¬ 
tinuance of the war, and a free paflage through all his domi¬ 
nions. This fuccels of Gujlavus , determined the landgrave yj q r _ 
of He tie. who had been intimidated by the threats of ‘Tills-, to 

- •" TT . man nr:a- 

rle entered • • 
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follow the example of the Brandenburg elector, 
into a convention with Gujlavus , (who promifed to reinfeate T ( 
him in all the fiefs, which the rapacity of the Auflrian houfe ^ v '' 
had wrongfully taken from him) to give him admittance into 
ail the ftrong places of his dominions, which were, however, 
to be reftored to him, upon the determination of the war, 
and to affift him vigoroufly with all his forces. This conven¬ 
tion was of infinite fervice to Gujlavus ; and the elector of 
Saxony, who likewife had been threatened by Tilly , refolved to 
follow the landgrave’s example, as i'oon as Gujlavus pa fil'd 
the Elbe. 

The treaty between thofe two powers, was pretty much of 
the fame nature 
the landgrave ; b 

to any negotiation with the emperor without the confent of 
the other. T he elector reviewed his army, which confifted of 
15,000 men, and a proportionable train of artillery, at Torgan , 
and marched to Wittinbcr? , where the elector met with the 

o ' 

marquis of Brandenburg, and Gujlavus. The dilatory mea- 
fures of the two electors had given Tilly fome advantages ; 


as that which Gujlavus had concluded with 
ut each party obliged himfelf not to enter in¬ 


fer he was now malter of Hall and Leipfic, near which hi 


The elector of Saxony, grieved at feeing 

two aimies, prelled Gujlavus to 
The king feemed fh.3^, the better to 

but perceiving that the latter 


army was encamped, 
his dominions a prey to 
hazmd a general battle, 
fathom the elector’s intention 

was rclolvcd to rifi: every thing, he formed the order of battle 
Tilly s opinion, in the Imperial council of war was, that he 
fhould continue in his trenches, till he received the reinfoice¬ 
ments he expected; but in this he was over-ruled by the 
counts Paliuhiim and Furjlanberg, the officers next in com¬ 


mand under him, and he was obliged to advance his army into 
the plain of Brcinienfield. Tilly fiiw the Swcdifo army advance 
with an order and difeipline, of which he thought no troops 
hut his own were capable, and which gave him a prefage of 

the event of the day. He fell for fome mi miles into an ab¬ 
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fence of mind, during which, the other generals made a mold 
injudicious order of battle. When he recovered, he altered it 
to vaft advantage. Each army was about 40,000 ftrong, 
Gujlavus charged the left wing of the Imperialijls, which, by a 
falle motion, had been detached from their main body, and 
routed it, while 1 Tilly at the head of his cavalry, did the fame 
by the Saxon troops, who were raw and unexperienced. G if 
tavus returned in time from the purfuit, and ordering a divi- 
fion of his army, under Tufeld, one of his officers, to join 
him, he fell upon the victorious part of the Imperial army, 
defeated it, took their cannon 5 and Tilly , who was wounded 
by three mulket-fhots in his body, was with the utmoft diffi. 
culty carried off to Hall by the duke of Saxe-Laivenburg. 1 

This battle is juftly reckoned the firft regular engagement, 1 
according to the modern art of war, that ever was fought. 1 
Each general difplayed great judgment in his difpofition; but I 
nothing could refill the impetuofity of the Swedes , when I 
headed by Giflavus , who expol'ed his perfon as freely as did the I 
meanefl fubaltern of his army. The battle was fought on 1 
the 17th of September , 1631, and it coft about 9000 Aujlrim I 
their lives, belides 5000, who were made prifoners, the Jofs of I 
their baggage, artillery, and trophies of war, while that of I 
the Swedes did not amount to above 700 men. Tilly removed 1 
from Hall to Halberjladt , and from thence to Franconia to I 
join the reinforcement he had expedled before the late battle, I 
by which his army again amounted to above 40,000 men. In 1 
the mean while, the city of Leipjic , and all that part of 
Saxony which had been feized by the Impcrialijls, fell into the 
elector’s hands, and Gujlavus multiplied his conqueils with 
inconceivable rapidity, and fubdued all the trail that lies be¬ 
tween the Elbe and the Rhine , though full of fortifications. 
Tilly , though doubly fuperior to him in ftrength, tamely be¬ 
held his progrefs, while he took Effort and IVurtoobourg, and 
beat up the Itnperial diet at Frankfort. Even Mentos furren- 
dered to the arms of Gujlavus , who about this time re-efta* 
blilhed the dukes of Mecklenburg in their dominions, and 
opened his way into the Palatinate , having crolled the Rhine in 
fight of a body of Spanijl) troops, polled upon the bank todif* 
pute his palfage. Upon his entering;the Palatinate, he was join¬ 
ed by the depofed eleilor Frederic; but being under fecret 
engagements with France, Gufavus would give him no poli- 
tive affurance of his re-cftabliftiment, IVorms, Heilbron , 
Spire, Germcrfoeim, Landau, and Wcijemburg, were among 
the number of the Swede’s conqueils, and even Strafbonrg in 
Aljace fubmitted to his arms. In another quarter, about the 
beginning of November, his troops expelled the hnjeriabp 
from Ro/loc and Wifmar ; fo that he now was poffefied of all 
the country from the Baltic to Lorrain. 

The vaft reinforcements Gijlavus had received during the 
courfe of his vi£lories, had left it in his power to fuller the 
eledtor of Saxony to command a feparate army bf his own 

fubj eels, 
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fubje&s, with which he penetrated into Bohemia, and took' who raifes 
the city of Prague. The true aim of Gujiavus, and the the jea- 
court of France, was to have annihilated the power of the loufy of 
houfe of Aujiria ; but the Saxon ele&or could enter into no the ele&or 
Inch views, being only for reducing it. Upon his taking of Saxo»y. 
Prague, Gujiavus prefled him to purfue his conquefts, but he 
now began to be as jealous of the Swede and the houfe of 
Bourbon, as he had been before uneafy under the Imperial 
yoke. He fuffered his troops to abandon themfelves to luxury 
and idle habits, while the Imperial general, Galas , took pof- 
! feflion of the ftrong town of Pilfen, and ftopt his farther pro- 
grefs. In other places of Gerjnany the Swedijh triumphs were 
complete. Bremen, Wetter avia, Wejlerwalcl, the ftates of the 
Loiter Saxony, and at laft, even the Leitjic confederacy fell in 
with the views of Guftavus, and became his allies, if not his 
Subjects. The affairs of Ferdinand at this time, were equally 
complicated as diftreffed. He now plainly perceived that his 
favourite, the ele&or of Bavaria , held a fecret correfpondence 
with the court of France , and the ina&ivity of Tilly, who 
was known to be devoted to the Bavarian intereft, gave him 
reafon to think that he was betrayed. His Aujlrian minffrers 
would not venture to advife the entire difmiflion of Tilly from 
his command, becaufe he was ftrongly fupported by Stain 
and Bavaria', but they advifed him to recal Walletjlein, who 
was then at 'Attain in Moravia, lullenly enjoying the mis- 
foitimes of his country, in revenge of his di [grace. Ferdi- 
nmi allented, and Wallcnjlcin accepted of the abfolute com¬ 
mand of the Imperial army, without being fubjeft to the con- 
troul even of the council of Vienna. This independency was 
contrary to all the rules of found policy, but di&ated equally 
by the vanity and pride of the houfe of Aujiria , which had al¬ 
ways dildained to put its generals under reftri&ions from 
blood and rapine. 

The progrefs and conquefts of the Svjcde, at this time, were The em- 
fwch, that fome warm proteftants had immaturely hinted, as peror ap-. 
if Gitflavus, not contented with the conqueft of Germany , plies to 
would attempt that of Italy, and appear before the gates of the pope 
Rome. Ferdinand endeavoured to avail himfelf of thofe vaunts, and cue 
by alarming the pope and the Italian princes, but all was in Italian 
vain. They dreaded the power of Sweden far lefs than that ftates. 
ot Aujiria, and they fent him neither the men nor money 
he demanded. The French, on their part, were equally a&ive 
and equally unfuccefsful in their endeavours to detach the 
three eccldiaftical ele&ors from the interefts of the emperor. 

The Spaniards held Cohlentz in the ele&orate of Triers, which 
Gujiavus would have^ fubdued, had not that eleftor obtained 
the protection of France, and given up Herman]}ein as a 
piedge of his fidelity. Gujiavus, at this time, found himfelf 
embarraffed by nothing fo much, as by the jealoufy which his 
tyccefles had railed among his allies, which having endeavour¬ 
ed to dilpci, he entered Franconia , where all refinance yielded 
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to his arms, with an intention to pafs the Danube , that he 
might penetrate into the Upper Palatinate , and from thence 
into Bavaria. ’Tilly continued in that country at the head of 
a little army, with which he endeavoured to cover Ingolftadt , 
when all of a fudden Gujlavus took Donawert , and laid the 
Captivity greateft part of Suabia under contribution. Tilly made fuch dif- 
and death pofitions for preventing the Swedes palling the Lech, that Horn , 
of 7 ilk. one of braveft of the Swedijh generals, thought it highly 

improper to attack, but Gujlavus, under favour of his artil¬ 
lery, made good his paffage after a moft defperate engage¬ 
ment, in which Tilly was mortally wounded, and died in a 
few days after, in the 70th year of his age. Had not Gujlavus 
Adolphus appeared, Tilly would have died with the reputa¬ 
tion of the greatell: general in Europe , for he had feen more 
fervice than JVallenJlein , who had not yet arrived at the meridian 
of his glory. Tilly , however, ftained the laurels he acquired, 
by the deluges of innocent blood which he filed, but his 
cruelty was in part owing to the fanguinary complexion of the 
court he ferved. 

Gujlavus The palling the Lech was one of the moft glorious exploits 
impoliti- of Gujlavus ; but he committed an irreparable fault in politics, 
caliy dif- when upon the reduction of Augjburg , he not only eftablilhed 
covers his the proteftant religion in that city, but obliged its inhabitants 
ambition, to take an oath of allegiance to him as their fovereign. This 

incautious difeovery of his ambition difgufted his allies, and 
he was repulfed by Tilly s fon before Ingoljladt ; but madehim- 
felf mafter of Landjhut , Merfpurg , and other places in Ba¬ 
varia. His fuccefs in that dutchy was greatly owing to the 
malignant triumph which JVallenJlein enjoyed, in feeing the 
clillrefles of the Bavarian elector; but it mull be owned, that 
JVallenJlein performed many noble fervices to the emperor, 
by recovering all Bohemia to his allegiance, and obliging the 
duke of Saxony to recall part of his troops for the defence of 
his own electorate. Notwithftanding this, JVallenJlein (fill in¬ 
dulged a fecret hatred for thofe who had occasioned his dif- 
grace, and would have chofen to have fought them rather than 
the Sivedes. He fought to force the duke of Saxony into a 
particular treaty with himfelf. The rapid progrefsof the Swedes, 
whofe army now confided of 60,000 men, obliged him atlaft 
to take the field againft them; but he ftill declined ading 
offenfively, and took up a ftrong camp, with fo much judg¬ 
ment, that Gujlavus was repulfed in attacking it, and his 
army muft have differed feverely, had it not been gallantly 
difengnged at the earned: entreaty of Gujlavus , by Hepburn , 
an old Scotch officer, who had but a few hours before thrown 
up his commiffion, on a difguft that he had received from that 
monarch. This was one of the moft perilous fituations in the 
He penc- J|f e c f Gujlavus , who penetrated into Bavaria , that he might 
trates into f U pp 0 rt the Upper Aujtrians in a frefh infurre&ion againft the 
Bavaria, ern p eror# JVallenJlein , in the mean while, prefi'ed upon the 

duke of Saxony in Mifnia , in fuch a manner, that Gujlnm- 

was 
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was obliged to abandon Bavaria to relieve his ally. Wallen - 
pin upon this retired to Lutzen , about two leagues from 
Leipfic, being weakened by detaching Papenheim with fix 
regiments towards Cologne. 

Guflavus thought 


ft 


Aujl 


--- 

direftly attacked. 


O- J - 

fervea 


Wallenjl\ 


whom he 


liaries, who gave way, he took, loft, and retook the Aujlrian 
artillery, but was himielf killed in reconnoitring a poft. The but is kill 
battle was bravely maintained by the duke Bernard de Saxe- e d >n the 
Weimar , and the Swedijh generals, who gained the victory, battle of 
v/ith the irreparable lofs of their king, b ew or none of the Lutken. 


Wallenjl, 


Pap 


remainder by his cavalry; but he likewise was routed, and re-* 
ceived a mortal wound of which he died next day. In this battle , 
it is reported that about 3000 j Swedes, and 7000 Imperialijl * 
fell. The duke of Saxe-Bawenburg , who had wavered from 
party to party, and quitted that of Sweden foon after the death 
of Gujlavus , is fufpedted of having given him the fatal {hot, 
and other ridiculous furmifes have been raifed concerning his 
death, as if any thing extraordinary had happened, when a 
prince, who had always expofed himfelf as a common foldier, 
met with a common foldier’s death. Next day his body was 
found ftripped and mangled, and the Germans bought up at an 
immoderate rate every bit of his habit, arms, and accoutre¬ 
ments, as fo many magical relics ; for they imagined that no 
mere man could perform his exploits; and as fuch they are 
to this day exhibited in their repolitories. 

It was, with reafon, thought that Germany , by the death The war 
of Gitjlavus , would have been delivered from the Swedijh in- continued 
vafion; but that prince had brought up heroes equal to him- under the 
felf. The duke of Saxe-Wehnar took the command of the duke of 


Swedifi.) 


Gujl\ 


Wallenjlein, who had retired towards Bohe 


mia, which they accordingly did. The 
Palatine , who depended entirely upon Gujlavus for being re- 
niftated in his dominions, no fooner heard of his death, than 
he relapfed into a fever, from which he had but juft recovered, 
and which carried him out of the world. 


emDeror 


Ferdinand, he thought he had gained a complete victory, 
when-he heard of the death of Gujlavus , and learned that h« 
was fucceeded by his daughter Chriflina , a child of no more 
than fix years of age. He was, however, amazed and afto- 
nifhed, when, before the end of the year, the Swedes drove ths. 
Imperial iff s out of Saxony. By the afuftance which he received 
from the duke of Bavaria , and his remittances from Spain , 
heftill hoped to retrieve his affairs, and to divide the Swede: 
from their allies, who were now greatly difccncerted among 


M 


thernfelves. 
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therafelvea Though they repofed great confidence in Guf. 
tavus , they did not transfer it to his fucceffors in his army, and 
who is eac h proteftant power having feparate views, the confederacy 
fop ported mu ft have been torn to pieces, had not cardinal Richelieu , 
by cardi- from motives that are foreign to this part of our hiftory, givea 
nal Riche- them afl’u ranees of fupport. Every thing in fhort contributed 
lieu . to induce the Swedes not only to keep, but to extend their 

conquefts in the empire; and Oxenjliern , the prime minifter in 
Sweden, one of the greateft men that age produced, fell in 
with the fame fentiments. He therefore refolved to continue 
the war, without making any alteration in the plan laid down 
by Gujlavus , and he brought the proteftants of the empire into 
the fame fentiments. The elector of Saxony, and indeed fe- 
veral other princes of the confederacy, were inclined to op- 
pofe Oxenjliern , who they thought was too powerful in the 
empire, but the elector of Brandenburg , fupported by the 
French ambaflador, continued firm in the common caufe, 
though the landgrave of Hejfe , in effeiSt, had deferted it. 
The Swedi/h army was then in Mijnia , from whence 


His oreat 


i 


Yv i*c con 
dudt of 
Oxen- 
jlitrv , the 
S'i vedijh 
minilter. 


.4,000 men of the confederacy were detached by Oxenjliern 
fuccefs a- a g a ; n {f t he Impcrialjls , who had regained their footing in 
gainII the J^ olver Saxony and JVeJlphalia. The duke of Saxe-Wchnar had 
Imperta - at t j ie f amc time fallen into Franconia , where he joined with 
W*' Gujl avus Horn , and drove the hnpcrialijls from thence, and 

from Suahia ; and they and their allies carried every thing 
before them in thofe quarters. The elector of Saxony ftill re¬ 
tained his averfion, at feeing the moft important intereftsof 
Gennany in the hands of the Swedes ; but Oxenjliern gained his 
point in an affembly held at Heilbron , though his Danijb ma- 
jefty endeavoured to thwart him, and the king of Poland 
. ftruck in as mediator between the two parties. Oxenjliern 
artfully declined this mediation, but to engage the other 
proteftant powers of Europe in his caufe, he reftored the 
dignity of clcdlor with great part of his paternal dominions, 
to Charles-Leiuis, foil and heir to the late elector Palatine, 
This he did in confequence of the power delegated to him by 
the fenate of Sivedcn , which was fo unlimited, that he acted 
in every refpect as Gujlavus would have done had he been 
alive. The aflemblics were held at his houfe, and attended 
by deputies or minifters of all the princes of the empire, and 
the principal powers of Europe. He renewed and ftrengthened 
the alliance between France and Sweden , and took every 
meafure that could unite England and Holland in the fame 
caufe. With the like afliduity, he endeavoured to reconcile all 
the proteftant princes of the empire, to every ftep he had 
taken at Fleilhron , while Ferdinand and his minifters employed 
every art to countermine him. 

Thofe negociations gave no refpite to the war which ftill 
raged in Germany. The duke of Lunenbourg , who command¬ 
ed one divifion of the Swcdijh army, took Hamden on the 
1633. 8th of July, 1633, and gave a bloody defeat to tl Aujlrians', 
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but Wallenftein defeated the Svjccles in Si left a, and took Franck- Pro-ced- 
fort on the Oder. He might have proceeded farther, but he ings of 
'bated the Swedes lefs than he did the duke of Feria, a Spanijh ll’al.ea- 
general, who was then upon his march from Italy at the head jlcin. 

0 f 30,000 men to affift the houfe of Aujlria. Wallenftein is v - 
thought likewife to have had, at this time, in his eye the 
crown of Bohemia. Be that as it will, it is certain that'he 
did every thing to thwart the duke of Feria, and to ruin his 
army. Mean while, Oxenjliern endeavoured to feize the foreft 
towns belonging to the houfe of Aujlria , in which he was op- 
pofed by the Sivifs Roman catholic cantons ; but he negoci- 
ated fo artfully, that the Sivifs, in general, agreed to obfcrve a 
neutrality. Horn, one of the braved; of the Sivedijb generals, 
had, at this time, taken Stein, and Conjlance itfelf would have 
undergone the fame fate, if it had not been gallantly defended 
by Wolf eg the Aujlrian governor. Bernard, duke of Saxe- 
Weimar, after this, feparated from Horn, and, before winter, 
took Ratijbon and Strauhingen, with fome ether places. The 
rhinegrave Otho, who a died as Sivedijb governor of the two 
circles of the Rhine, was obliged, by the duke of Feria, to 
raifethe fiege of Brifac, but that duke was fo effectually per* 
plexed by Aldringham , the Imperial general, who had private 
inftrudiions for that purpofe from JVallenJlein, that he could 
make no farther progrefs, and died of grief, while Aldringham 
himfelf was killed in marching to relieve Landjhut. To coun¬ 
terbalance thole fucceffes of the Swedes, who had driven the 
Imperialifts with great daughter back to Bavaria , a mifunder- 
flanding happened between them and the Saxon general, which 
checked their progrefs in Silefia, and was attended with very 
bad confequences to the proteftant caule. The circles of the 
Upper Germany were fecretly difgufted with the continuance of 
the war, and nothing but their fear of the emperor could have 
prevented the proteftant princes themfelves from uniting to 
drive both the French and Swedes out of Germany. Oxcnfticrn was 
fenfible of this, and fo artfully improved their apprehenfions, 
that he kept them firm, at leaft to appearance, in the com¬ 
mon caufe. 

The proteftants were now favoured by the greatnefs of WaU who be* 
lenf.cin, which had long overtopped that of the emperor comes 
himfelf. He had watched his opportunity, not only to be re- fupported 
venged of his enemies at the court of Vienna, but to render him- by the cm- 
fclf independent both of the emperor and the empire. He had peror, 
prevailed with his officers to take an oath of fidelity to him in 
lis own name, without mentioning that of the emperor. He 
had declared himfelf openly in favour of the proteftants, and 
had entered into fecretc.orrefpondences with the French, whom 
he promifed to join with his army, provided they would affift 
him in his defigns upon the crown of Bohemia. His infolence, 
avarice, and tyranny, defeated his ambition. He had made 
the duke of Bavaria , the Spaniards, and the Jcfuits his ene¬ 
mies, and his inactivity during the preceding fummer, difpofed 
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the emperor to liften to the moft malicious infinuations againft 
him, till at laft he became thoroughly convinced of his treach¬ 
ery and defigns. It is to this day doubtful, whether Wallen - 
Jlein originally fet out with the views afcribed to him by his 
enemies, or whether he did not adopt them after he found his 
ruin refolved upon at the Imperial court. The latter opinion 
is the more probable, as Oxenjliern and the duke of Saxe- 
Wiemar always diftrufted him, even after he had offered to 
join his army with theirs. Upon this, he offered to relign 
the command of his army, but was perfuaded to retain it by 
iifty-two of his principal officers, entering into a folemn af- 
fociation on oath to defend his perfon with their lives and for¬ 
tunes. This affociation was difcovered to the emperor, who 
immediately affembled an Imperial council, and put Wallen - 
Jlein to the ban of the empire. The execution of this ban was 
committed to the Imperial general Picoloinini , who marched at 
the head of an army againft Wallenjlein , while another ge¬ 
neral, de Maradas , fecured the city of Prague in its allegiance 
to the emperor. 

and is af- Wallenjlein beheld tnofe meafures taken for his deftru&ion 

faffinated. with' fo great indifference, that he repaired to Egra^ which 

was held by an Irijh or Scotch garrifon, which he thought he 
could truft, attended only by a few of his officers, among 
whom were his two favourites, the counts Eertjki and Kinjki. 
Here he renewed his intrigues with the proteftants, fo openly, 
that the emperor, or his minifters, gaveafecret commiffionto 
hejlcy and Gordon , two Scotch officers, and one Butler an Irijh- 
man , to affaffinate him and his principal followers, which 
they accordingly did in a moft infamous manner, and in breach 
of all the law's of hofpitality. The only juftification brought 
for thofe murders, was, that Wallenjlein and his friends had been 
put under the ban of the empire, and therefore it was lawful 
to difpatch them by any means. Some of the affaffins, Lejley 
in particular, were nobilitated and amply rewarded for this ex¬ 
ecrable action, while the chief of Wallenjlein s officers, who 
had not been maffacred, loft their heads upon fcaffolds. Wal- 
lenjlein , at the time of his death, was but fifty years of age, 
and yielded in reputation and abilities to no general in Europe. 
That he was a great genius, appears fully from the vaft 
height to which he raifed himfelf, in defiance even of the 
emperor his mafter, and all his court and allies, who equally 
dreaded and hated him. His death was attended by fome com¬ 
motions in Silejta, which were foon fuppreffed, and the Impe- 
rialifls took their meafures fo well, that they drove the Swedes 
out of the Upper Palatinate , though they repaired their lofs in 
fome degree by the progrefs which their famous general Guf- 
tavus Horn made in Suabia, and a great battle which therbine- 
grave obtained over the Imperialifts and Lorrainers in Upper 
Jlface, befides many advantages which their other generals 
gained at the fame time. 


The 
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The troubles of Germany encreafed inftead of diminifhing. The trou- 
notwithftanding the unweared endeavours of the ele< 5 tor of hies of 
Saxony and other proteftant princes at the Imperial court for re- Germay 
Torino its peace. Ferdinand gave foothing anfwers to all their encreafe. 
applications; but it was plain, that notwithftanding all his 
mortifications, he ftill retained his hatred of proteftanrifm, 
and his refolution to become the abfolute mafter. of the Ger¬ 
manic liberties, in which he v/as encouraged by the Spanijh 
branch of his houfe. The duke of Saxony , fenfible of this, 
ordered his army, under the duke of Altemburg , and his ge¬ 
neral Arnheim , to enter Lufatia, where Bautzen was reduced to 
allies, and Arnheim defeated the Imperial general Colorado , who 
had advanced to raife the liege of Sittau. In this battle the 
Imperialifts loft 4,000 men, belides, 1,400 who were taken pri¬ 
soners, with their artillery, baggage, and ammunition. After 
this, Arnheim crofted the Oder, where he reduced Glogaw and 
many other places of importance ; and Bannier , the Stvedijh Succeftes 
general, after taking Franckforl upon the Oder , and overturn- of the 
ing all before him, penetrated through Silefta to Prague itfelf. Swedes, 
where he was joined by the ele&or of Saxony and Arnheim. 

In Bavaria , the emperor’s fon Ferdinand Ernejl, king of Hun¬ 
gary, and the duke of Bavaria , took Rati/bon , after an obfti- 
nate defence made by its Swedijh garrifon, while the duke of 
Weimar and Horn were advancing to its relief. The Im¬ 
perial i/ls had, at this time, received a conftderable reinforce¬ 
ment from Spain , fo that their army was in a flourifhing 
condition, and encamped before Nordlingen. Here the Swedijh who lofe 
council of war, contrary to the opinion of Horn , refolved to the greac 
attack them, but they were defeated, though bravely fupport- battle of 
ed by the duke of Saxe-Wiemar , who brought off - the Swcd- Nordlin- 
ijh cavalry to Wirtemberg. Horn, and four other Swedijh ge- gen. 
nerals were taken prifoners. In this battle, which was the 
moft conftderable the Swedes ever loft in Germany , 8,000 of 
them were killed on the fpot, 9,000 in the purfuit, 4,000 
were made prifoners, 80 pieces of cannon, and all their am¬ 
munition and baggage were taken ; while the lofs of the Im- 
pcrialifls did not amount to above z,ooo men. 

It has been obferved, that the battle of Nordlingen , which Particulars 
was fought on the 5th of September , and continued for a day of the 
and a half, was diftinguifhed by the prefence of the greateft fame, 
generals of that age. The Bavarians were led by their own 
duke, as the Lorrainers , who were about iz,ooo in numbers, 
were by theirs, and both thofe princes, as well as their troops, 
performed prodigies of valour. The Spaniards were com¬ 
manded by the cardinal infant, governor of the Love Countries ; 
the king of Hungary was generaliftimo of the whole; and 
under them ferved Martin D’Idraques , Picolomini , and the ce¬ 
lebrated 'John de Wert . Notwithftanding the renown of thofe 
generals, Puffendorf, who was well inftructed, fays, that the 
battle was gamed by the Croats and the other irregulars of the 
Imperial army, whofe impetuofity was fuch, that even the 
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i Szvcdi/b veterans could not withftand them. The confequen. 
ces of the battle were, that Suabia and Franconia 


were re. 


on 


lingen ■ 


duced by the Imperialijls , who became matters of Hcilbr* 

Heidelbcurg, and the dutch y of Wirtemberg. The proteftant 
princes railed againft the Swedes , as being the authors of the 
misfortunes with which they were threatened, but OxenJUen 
though dejected, did not defpair of retrieving all. Bannier, 
tfce rhinegrave, the landgrave of Hcffc , and the duke of Lu- 
nenbourg were ftill at the head of victorious armies, and the 
Swedijh cavalry had fufFered but little in the battle of Nord- 

The greateft misfortune of the proteftants was, that 
they were divided among themfelves, and their jealoufy of 
the Swedes ftill continued : fo that the Aujlrians having crof¬ 
ted the Rhine , took pofieflion of the country about Mentz y 
and prevented the jun&ion of their enemies. The only re¬ 
source now which Oxenjliern had, was in the French king, who 
had hitherto affifted the Sivedes only with money. Oxenjliern 
offered him the pofteffion of Aljace , and to engage that the 
Sivedes and their allies fhould make no peace without his con- 
fent; the king accepted of the condition. A frefh treaty was 
made between France and Sweden , and the French general, 
marfhal de la Force , was ordered to advance with his army to 
the relief of the Swedes. 

The execution of this treaty gave a new turn to the face of 
treaty be- a fv a j rs j n Germany. The French loft Philipjbourg , but retook 
twten Spire in the depth of the winter 1634. Early next fpring, 
France the duke of Lorrain attempted to take Strajbourg and Rhine- 
and S-zve- Reid, but was by the duke of Rohan forced to repafs the Rhine, 
den, 'The feizure and imprifonment of the ele&or of Triers , by the 

emperor and the infant Ferdinand , in the Spanifo Loiv Coun¬ 
tries , gave the French king a handle for declaring war againft 
Spain ; having firft fecured in his alliance the circles of Suabia 
and Franconia , v/ith thofe of the Upper and Loiver Rhine , and 
concluded an offenfive and defenfive treaty with the States 
counter- General. To counterbalance thofe powerful alliances, the 
bdanced emperor, at 1 aft, concluded a treaty at Prague with the elec- 
bv the tor of Saxony , the landgrave of HefJ'e , and other proteftant 


A new 


treaty of princes 


By this treaty, the proteftants were eftablifhed in 


P r ague. 


the enjoyment of the ecclefiaftical benefices they had been 
poflfefied of before the year 1627. The proteftant as well as 
the catholic religion was to l*e permitted in the dominions of 
the empire, excepting in Bohemia and the Anjlrian provinces. 
The elector of Bavaria was to pay the jointure of the late 
elector Palatines widow, but to keep pofteffion of his deflo¬ 
rate. All acquifitions and conquefts on either fide made fincc 
the Swedifl) invafion of Germany , were to be mutually re- 
ftored. The duke of Lorrain was to be reinftated in his do¬ 
minions, and a general amnefty was to take place on both 
fid es. 

This treaty was juftly branded, as being ungenerous and 

unfair. No provifion to made for the elector Palatine } the 

fruit 
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fruit of the Siuedijh conquefts were all given away, and the Refle&i- 
emperor was in fa< 5 t reftored to all the power he had before the ons upon,' 

invafion, the reftitutions he was obliged to make by and confe- 

the treaty being but very trifling, and fuch as might have been quencesof 
forced from him had the war continued.^ Room was left in the fame, 
the treaty for other princes to accede to it, the emperor pro- 
mifwg to withdraw his troops from their dominions. Befides 
the duke of Saxony, the dukes of Mecklenburg and Lunenbourg, 
the princes of Anhalt , and JVilliam duke of Saxc-Weimar, 
with feveral cities and other ftates of the empire, figned the 
treaty of Prague, which, however, was far from anfwering 
the views of the contradfing parties. The proteftants, upon 
a little refledtion, repented of what they had done, efpecially 
as they faw the French king preparing to make prodigious ef¬ 
forts againft the houfe of Aujlria ; and the Swedes, by his af- 
fiftance. Hill keeping their footing in Gerjnany. The city of 
Strajbourg refufed to be comprehended in the treaty of Prague, 
and the town of Colmar received into it a French garrifon. 

Bernard, duke of Saxc-Wcimar, younger brother of him who 
had figned the late treaty, was, at this time, the favourite of 
the French and the proteftants who had not reconciled them- 
felves to the emperor. He was declared general of the French Concef. 
upon the Rhine , with an allowance of four millions of francs fions from 
for himfelf and his troops ; befides which, the French king re- Trance to. 
figned to him all his pretenfions upon Alface, and promifed, the duke 
that if an accommodation fliould take place, he fhould be de- D f Sa ve¬ 
ctored landgrave of that noble province. Weimar . 

This profufton of favour to Bernard, who, though a brave 
captain and an honeft man, was a proteftant, and a young 
prince of no great importance, aftonifhed all Europe, though 
in the event it had no effeft. The war between the French 
and the Impcrialijls on the Rhine continued with various fuc- 
cefs; but in the mean while, the duke of Lorrairis brave but 
mercenary army, by perpetual fatigues, fkirmifties and marches, 
was reduced to 4,000 men. Galas, one of the beft of the Im¬ 
perial generals, ailed with great vigour againft the Swedes., nor 
was duke Bernard ftrong enough to prevent Kaifcr-Couter, 
where he had depofited all the effects and riches he had ac¬ 
quired during the courfe of the war, from being taken by 
norm by the Impcrialijls. In the month of Augujl, cardinal 

d zYalette, the French general, joined duke Bernard with 18,coo 
French , with whom he relieved Mentz, which had been he¬ 
dged by the Imperial general Mansjicld, and obliged Galas to 
mile the liege of Deux Pouts. After this, they encapiped 
near Mcntz, but the difpofition made by Galas for cuttmg off 
their provifions obliged them to make a moft precipitate retreat 
towards Lorrain. Being purfued by the Impcrialijls, they rc- 
pulfed them in a bloody engagement, where the Itnperial ca- 
valry, under Galas, was almoft ruined. The French and 
Swedes, under the cardinal and Bernard, were in the fame 

condition. 
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condition, and left Galas at liberty to join the duke of tor. 

rain . 

1636. fpring of the year 1636, duke Bernard having con. 

certed with cardinal Ricblieu at Paris the operations of the 
enfuing campaign, rejoined the cardinal de Valette , and ob¬ 
tained very confiderable advantages over the Imperialijh j a 
Lorrain , while that duke, with Galas , at the head of 40,000 
men, prepared for an irruption into Francbe Comte. Lube 
Bernard and the cardinal harrafled them fo effe&ually, that 
thougli they penetrated as far as Burgundy , they were obliged 
to return, with the lofs of 5,000 men, and without making 
Bis army any acquifition. By this time, the Swedijh army under Ban- 
remtorc- n ' ler had been joined by 12,000 Brandenburghers, and defeated 
, the Saxon troops in Mecklenburg ; upon which that elector was 

obliged to join Maracini , the Imperial general in Pomerania , 
where they were reinforced by a frefh iupply of Aujlriam , by 
whole a Alliance they took the important city of Magdebouq, 
while Bannier took Haveljburg. A general battle was then ex¬ 
pelled, but Bannier retired towards Mecklenburg ; and Mara¬ 
cini took Star gard by ftorm- In the country of Darmjiait , 
the Swedes , under general Lejley , had, at firft, the fuperiority, 
butoblig j, ut were obliged to retire to join the landgrave of HeJfeCaJfcl , 
ed to re- anc { their troops, in conjunction, took Paderborn. During thofe 

operations Bannier defeated the elector of Saxony and the Im¬ 
perial general Hasfield in the plain of TViJlock , lo effe&ually, 
that of 20,000 ImperiaH/is, fcarcely 3,000 efcaped to Mugde- 
bourg ; the eleClor himfelf taking refuge at Leipfic. This vic¬ 
tory, which was gained on the 4th of Oftober, not only put 
the Swedes in poffdlion of an immenfe booty, but gave fuch 
life to their caufe, that the iubjedts of feveral proteftant prin¬ 
ces who had joined in the treaty of Prague enlifted in their 
army, and feveral places of importance admitted their gar* 
rifons. 

The em- While the war was thus raging in the empire with as much 
peror’sfon fury as ever, the emperor, after holding feveral diets, procured 
defied his fon, the king of Hungary , to be eleCled at Ratifbon king 
kingoftlie of the Romans , on the 12th of December , and he and his wife, 
R mans. Mary of Spain , were crowned on the zoth of the fame month. 

This election was, by many, held invalid becaufe the eleftor of 
T? iers , though no rebel to the empire, was Hill detained a 
prifoner, and the fon of the eleflor Palatine had not been re- 
invefted in his deflorate. Charles Lewis , the young elector 
Palatine , was then at London , where he was molt nobly enter¬ 
tain^ by king Charles I. and he publilhed, by way of mani- 
fefto, a declaration of his rights, and a proteft againft all that 
was doing in Germany , efpecially in the affair of the king of 
the Romans. The emperor, Ferdinand II. did not long fur- 
16-17. vive *b e advancement of his fon to that dignity, for he died 
iLeatn, on *5^ of February , 1637, in the 59th year of his age, 


and the ryth of his reign. He was twice married, firft to 

Anne Maria , daughter to JVUliam, duke of Bavaria , by whom 

he 



OF THE WORLD. jyrl. 

1 

he had four children who furvived him; Ferdinand III. his fuc- iffue, 
cefjbr in the empire; Leopold William , grand mafter of the 
faitmic order, bifhop of PaJJau , Strajbourg , Halberjladt , 01 - 
m utz, and Brejlazv , and afterwards the Spanijh governor in 
the- Low Countries j Maria Anna , who married Maximilian , 
eleftor of Bavaria , and Cecilia \ Renee , wife to Uladijlaus> king 
of Poland. His fecond wife was Eleonora , daughter to the 
duke of Mantua , by whom he had no ifTue. 

In Ferdinand II. were united all the obftinacy, pride,* bi- and cha- 
gotry, and cruelty, which have diftinguifhed the princes of rader of 
the houfe of Aujlria. His perfonal abilities were defpicable, Ferdinand 
and fo early as at the age of 20 years, he made an impious vow II. 
before the virgin of Loretto to extirminate the proteftants, which 
he repeated and endeavoured to execute 20 years after. He 
muft have brought the Gennanic empire to abfolute deftrudtion, 
had he not had the good fortune, which is uncommon to weak 
princes, to be ferved by fome of the ableft generals in the 
world. Though Guflavus made the Imperial crown totter up¬ 
on his head, he did not profit by the calamities of the catho¬ 
lics, but feemed even to improve in obduracy and feverity 
againft the proteftants. This perfeverance, which might have 
mined another prince, fucceeded with Ferdinand. It induced 
the court of Spain to fupply him both with troops and money ; 
it tired out the proteftants, who, as well as the catholics, were 
great fufferers by the war, and it gave his allies and generals 
an opinion of his firmnefs; fo that they exerted themfelves with 
amazing vigour in his fervice. Though the death of the king 
of Sweclen was undoubtedly a favourable circumftance for Fer- 
hand , yet it is doubtful whether, if that prince had even 
lived, the proteftant confederacy would have fubfifted, his 
conduct with regard to the independence of the Germanic em¬ 
pire being fo ambiguous as to give them vaft umbrage at the 
time he was killed. 


CHAP. XLVII. 

Ferdinand the third. 

T HIS prince having before his acceffion to the 'Imperial Acceffici* 
throne, headed Pern Imperial armies in perfon, had a mar- of Fere>i+ 
tial character, which, after he became emperor, he did not nand III. 
fupport. During the late reign, conferences between the pro¬ 
teftants and the papifts had been opened at Hamburgh , but un¬ 
der fijeh reftri£tions from the Imperial authority, that they 
fame to nothing, and the war continued to rage. John de 
Wert, at the earneft entreaties of the electors of Mentx and 
Cologne , befieged and took Hermanjlcin ; but duke Bernard de¬ 
feated the Imperial cavalry under Merely in Franche Comte , 
and the blow was repeated by the rhinegrave, which gave Ber¬ 
nard 
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nard an opportunity of invading Alface , where he was oppofed 
by de Wert . The duke of Lorrain marched to the affiftance 
of the latter, and duke Bernard was obliged to repafs the 
Rhine without the French troops, whom de Wert defeated and 
and flate compelled to lay down their arms. The proteftant caufe, at 
of the this time, received an irrecoverable blow by the death of the 
war. . landgrave of Hejfe ,, !._d h i- _ .T 

163S. * mem of the palatine family. In January , 1638, duke Ber¬ 

nard, to prevent the proteftant caufe from languishing by the 
landgrave’s death, eroded the Rhine and fell upon the foreft 
towns, many of which fubmitted to him ; but he was nhi;^ 
to befiece Waldfhut. T he Importalifls under de Wert 


endeavoured to raife the ftege, but they were defeated, though 
they retired in good order ; Bernard purfued his blow, and at- 
tacking them again, he entirely ruined them, and fent their 
two generals prifoners to Paris, but with the lofs of the rhine- 
grave Philip, and the brave duke of Rohan. After this, Rhin- 


fe/d furrendered, as did feveral other ftrong places; and at 


jaft, Bernard took Frihurg , the capital of Brifg 
rerwards did the ftrong city of Brifac, in fight of the duke of 
Lorrain and the Imperial generals. This was a conqueft fo 
important to France , that the French general, Guebriant , by 
cardinal Richfield s orders, offered Bernard his own terms if 
he would refign it, but to no purpofe, for Bernard conftantly 
replied that his conquefts and his honour were the fame, and 
he would refign neither. 

S'.'CoeiTcs Banner was as fuccefsful in Pomerania as duke Bemad 
of the con- was in Alface. After reducing the places of greateft import- 
federates. ance there, he cut in pieces two regiments of Imperial horfe. 

he young elector Palatine and his brother, afterwards the 


Rup 


Imperial general, who defeated them near Minden 


Wejlphalla 
Hasfeld , thi 


Rup 


This 


Impenalifls 
now more 

Gujft 


Duke Ber 


Aujl 


1639. 


had declared implacable war with the elector of Saxony, which 
prevented his ever hearkening to the fecret applications of the 
emperor to take him off from the French intereft. In thebe- 
ginning of the year 1639, he befieged Thau . and bv an opera¬ 
tion then uncommon. 


that of throwing red hot bullets into 
Death of the place, he compelled its garrifon to furrender. While he 
the duke was thus in the utmoft poffeflion of reputation and glory, he 
of Saxe- was attacked by a diftemper which carried him off in the 35th 

year of his age, not without fufpicion of his being poifoned 
by the French on account of his obftinacy in the affair of Bn- 
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(he Weimarian army, as it was called, though confuting of 
foidiers of fortune, was then very formidable, the emperor, 
ihc French king, and the crown of Sweden , made large offers 
to bring it over; but the plaufibility of Lewis the XHIth’s 
ininifters carried the difpute in his favour, by granting the 
officers and foidiers the moft flattering terms, and^ the duke de 
Im^ueville was put at its head. In confequence of this com- 
promife, France became miftrefs of the greateft part of Jljace 
snd Brifgau, but behaved with great infidelity towards the 
young elector Palatine , whofe caul'e they had pretended at fu ft 
warmly to efpoufe. 

The conferences at Hamburgh proved ineffectual towards The land- 
re-fettling the peace of the empire, on account of the jar- gravine of 
ring interefts fubfifting among the parties concerned. The Hejfe joins 
landgravine of HeJJ'e y who adminiftered the affairs of that the French* 
ftate, was, through the injuftice of the Imperial court, 
obliged to throw herfelf into the arms of the French , who 
paid her a fubfidy on condition of her maintaining a body of 
horfe and foot for their fervice. All thofe fteps were indica¬ 
tions that France , having now brought over the Weimarian 
army, intended to a£t for herfelf, without regarding the in¬ 
terefts of the Svjedes. B nnicr continued at the head of their 


army, which confifted of about 18,000 men, but without anjf 
other means of fubfiftence than what they carried on the points 
of their fwords. They palled the Elbe in the beginning of 
February , to open their way towards Magdebourg and Lcipftc. 

They laid the country under contribution wherever they 

marched, and they were fo well fupplied with all kinds of ne- 
cefl’aries, that their army foon encreafed to 25,000 men. They 
quickly reduced Mifnia , and laid fiege to Friedberg, which Ma- 
racini , the Saxon general, advanced to relieve. After an ob- 
ftinate difpute the Saxons were defeated, and driven to the Th e 

gates of Drefden , with the lofs of almoft all their officers and S-urct'es a- 
4,000 men. Friedberg , notwithftanding this, continued to aa j n d e - 
make a moft gallant defence, and Maracini again attempted to fg at t he 
relieve it, but was again defeated with very confiderable lofs, h„p<tial~ 
though he had taken his meafures with admirable precaution iflj, 
and fagacity. The Swedes purfued the laft blow fo vigoroufly 
that fcarce a man of the Saxon army furvived the daughter who 
was not either wounded or a prifoner. All Thuringia , JVet- 
teravia , Saxony, and Mifnia , were now reduced by the Swedes, 
befldes large trails of the neighbouring countries. Maracini 
was taken prifoner, the famous pais at Pima was feized, and 
the fiege of Friedberg renewed. It was during this campaign 
that Torflenfon , afterwards the famous Swcdifh general, firft 

lignalized himfelf. 


In the mean while the French a£Ied a moft unworthy part Treachery 


by the elector Palatine. That 


had very juft pretenfi- of ihe 


ons to command the duke of Saxe-Weimars army ; and he French to 
propoied, by the affiftance of the money he received from the the young 
kjag of England and his other relations, to put himfelf at its elector 

head ,Pahiins, 
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head, and employ it in recovering his dominions. Chari 

' , J in* i .i t* i . • 


friendfhip 


the Palatinc made 
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Ban trier 
and the 
emperor. 
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nier. 


by the French miniftry, could not fufpe& that they were 

taking meafures to difappoint him. He freely communicated 

the young prince’s defign to Richelieu , and demanded a pair- 
port for his paflage through France , but the requeft was evad¬ 
ed ; but the Palatine purfuing his journey without the necef- 
fary paffport, was arrefted at Moulins , and ignominioully 
treated in the heart of France. It is true he foon obtained his 
liberty, but not before the French had fecured Alface and the 
IVeimarian army. 

We are apt to be furprized at the irta&ivity of the Aus¬ 
trian power, which had fuch vaft refources at this juncture. 
Ferdinand had expofed his allies, the Saxons particularly, to 
the ftorms of the Swedes. Koningfmark, the SwediJJ) general, 
lorded it in Franconia , as Axel Gilt did in Brandenburgh and 
Mecklenburg. In (hort, the eftates of all the parties in the 
treaty of Prague were expofed to deftru&ion, and the Lower 
Saxony declared for a neutrality. Hasfeld was the only Impe¬ 
rial general who feems then to have been in the field, but he 
was obliged to take refuge with the eleftor of Brandenburg 
and both of them retired before Bannicr , while the latter 
threatened Prague and took Konigfaal. The behaviour of the 
French , however, at laft ftaggered Bannier , and he liftened 
to the fuggeftions of his wife, who was related to a great 
perfonage at the Imperial court, to enter into a fecret negocia- 

* - . S r% y * , t it* n • r (V 
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The French 


Sweden 


Jicited. 


ImperiaMs 


fought only to gain time, for Picolomini was foon feen at the 
head of 17,000 men from the Low Countries , in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Prague , which left the duke of Longueville , who 
commanded the IVeimarian army, at liberty to take up his 
winter quarters in Wciteravia aiftl High Hejfe , without feeming 
to reflect upon Bannier' s danger. 

In reality, had that general not received a ftrong reinforce¬ 
ment from < Tburingia > his army, which had been weakened 
an ~ by detachments, and garrifoning the places he had taken, 
rnuft have been ruined, Picolomini having likewife received a 
ftrong reinforcement of Imperialijls and Bavarians. Bannicr 
acquainted the duke of Longueville with this circumftance, 
and threatened that if he did not join him, he would confult 
his own fafety and make a feparate peace. In the mean while, 


Brunji 


laft 


Swedijl) 


guevitle , finding he could trifle no longer, joined Bannier like¬ 
wife, as did the HeJJjan troops in the French pay, and all to¬ 
gether advanced to fight Picolomini. Finding him too ftrongly 
intrenched to be attacked, they fell into the country of Hm 
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to which they were followed by Picolomini , who feems to have 
had a peculiar art in chufing Urong encampments, and to have 
been in all other refpe&s, though not a great hero, a very 
able general. By marches and counter-marches he ftraiten- 
ed and harrafled the confederates fo much, that they were 
forced to move from place to place, to the great diminution of 
their numbers, and at laft, to evacuate Bohemia , Franconia , 
and all the hereditary dominions of the houfe of Auftria . The 
ftate of the empire required the electors to afiemble at IsTurem- 
farg, where fo many complaints were brought againft the Im¬ 
perial court, that the treaty of Prague was in danger of being 
abolifhed. After many debates, it was agreed that deputies 
from the French fhould be invited to the city of Cologne , and 
thofe from Sweden to Lubec , there to treat of peace with the 
Imperial minifters. Thofe points being fettled, the Imperial 
troops were diUnified into winter quarters, after the circles of 
Aujlria and Bavaria had voted to the emperor a fubfidy of 150 
Roman crowns, and the other circles, who had been more 
harrafled by the war, 60. 

Lutzovj , an Imperial minifter, treated with thofe of France 
and Sweden, but all they concluded upon, was, that a con- 
grefs for a general peace fhould be held at Munjler and Of- 
naburg , the inhabitants of which places were to be releafed 
from their oaths. The emperor refufed to ratify this agree¬ 
ment, and the war recommenced. This obftinacy of the em¬ 
peror was owing to his having gained over the diet of Ratij¬ 
bon to confider the war with- France and Sweden as a war of 
the empire. The marfhal Guebriant then commanded the 
French in Germany , and having joined with Bannier, they made 
a hidden motion towards Rati/bon , where the emperor (till re- 
fided with the diet, crofled the Danube upon the ice, furpriz- 
ed the Imperial advanced guards, confifting of 1,500 horfe, 
took the emperor’s hunting equipage, and was very near fei2;- 
ing his perlon. The country about Ratijbon , and that city 
itielf, prefented a moft diftrefsful feene upon this occafion; 
but the allies employed in the expedition, being apprehenfive 
of a thaw, repafled the river, and joined the main army under 
Guebriant and Bannier , who were advanced within three 
leagues of Ratijbon , on the 26th of February. Marching for¬ 
ward, they difeharged 500 fliot upon the city, an infult which 
hove Ferdinand from his ufual gravity and moderation. This 
expedition had no farther confequences than that of exafpe- 
rating the emperor and the princes of the diet, and rendering 
the French and Sivedes more formidable than ever. Soon after, 
the French marched to Bamberg , and Bannier into Adijnia, 
underftanding that the Imperialijls were aflembling on all 
hands to furround them with an army of 80,000 men. Part 
of this army purfued Bannier , who was obliged to retreat 
into Bohemia , with fo much refolution, that their cavalry 
fwam acrofs the river Pleifs, and inclofed it between that and the 
Moidau fo effe&ually, that Bannier muft have furrendered his 

army. 
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army, or have feen it cut in pieces, had he not difengaged 
retreat of himfelf by one of the molt refolute and beft managed retreats 

that is recorded in hiftory. While all Europe thought him in 


»? 6 

Amazing 


Bannier. 


_.___ rr - Neumarck 

Guebriant. 


Picolomini and 


Imp 


each other on the fubject of this amazing efcape, and both of 
them repaired to Raiijbon , where it appeared that neither of 
them were to blame, but that it was entirely owing to Ban- 
fiier’s fu peri or genius and good fortune 


and cha¬ 
racter. 


The 
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f 11 ^ if atn feted proved, however, fatal to that great general, for he fick- 

ened and died at Halberftadt on the 20th of May following, 
in the full career of glory, and the 41ft year of his age. His 
reputation for humanity was as great as his fame in war, and 
it is almoft incredible, that he could fupport and keep to¬ 
gether an army fo long as he did, merely upon the contribu¬ 
tions which he impofed equally on friends and foes, yet his 
foldiers ferved under him with the utmoft fpirit and chearfuj. 
nels. Another great man in the proteftant intereft died about 
the fame time, George duke of Brunfwic Lunenbourg, but his 
fon, by the advice of his mother, remained attached to the 
caufe of the allies. It was extremely remarkable, that though 
the native foldiers of Sweden were now almoft ex tin 61 ; in Gcr- 
many , and confequently Bannier s army was made up of German 
recruits, and though they had very tempting offers from the 
emperor and his allies, and were themfelves at this time even 
without a head, yet they continued immoveably attached to 
the intereft of Sweden , and offered to accept of any general 
The elec- whom that court fliould nominate. The eledtor of Saxony 
tor of Sax to °k ^vantage °f Bannier’ s death to recover Zuickau , thegar- 

rifon of which he obliged to inlift among his own troops. In 
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the aicbduke Leopold and Picolomini, and after this, both ar¬ 
mies went into winter quarters 


■flenfoa There is fcarcc]y an example in hiftory of fuch a fucceflion 


fucce cis 
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Swedijb 


the death of Gn/iavus . 1 Torfienfon was by the fenate of Sweden 
the com- appointed to fucceed Bannier , and, about the time of the battlb 


mand 


JVolfenbhttcl 


had fet out from Sweden at the head of 


of the 8000 Swedes, and taking upon him the command of their army 
Swedes, in Germany, he penetrated as early as the feafon would permit 

into Bohemia. The politics of France did not fuffer him to be 
aflifled by Guebriant ; but France at this time gave the Swedes 


an additional fubfidy of 200,000 livres. This fubfidy renewed 


the vigour of the Swedes , and confequently the wafte of war. 

To prevent its progrefs, new proportions were made for 

peace, by the mediation of Charles 1 . w'ho had greatly at 

heart the intereft of his nephew, the elector Palatine. The 

war had raged fo long, that all property was now confounded, 

and it was extremely difficult to afeertain it. The duke of 

Bavaria demanded the payment of 13,000,000 of francs, be¬ 
fore 
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fore he would refign the Palatinate to its true heir. The 
Spaniards made a difficulty of evacuating the Lower Palatinate , 
great part of which v/as claimed by the archduke Leopold. 

The ele&or of Brandenburg entered into connections with 
prance and Sweden , in hopes of recovering the dutchy of 
Jagerndorf in Silejia. The duke of Lorrain abandoned the 
party of the houle of Aujlria , and threw himfelf into the 
arms of Prance , and the treaties were renewed between 
prance and Sweden on the one part, and the landgrave of 
JJiJJe, the duke of Brunfwic , and other princes of the empire, 
on the other. 

The emperor, all this time, appeared unconcerned at the de- Behaviour 
folation of his country. His enemies had never carried the 0 f t ^ e 
war into Aujlria , or any of his hereditary dominions, ex- erI jp er or. 
cepting Bohemia ; fo that he was fecure of immenfe refources, 1 
and the more the German princes weakened one another, the 
nearer he v/as in his approach to arbitrary power, the great 
aim of his family. At laft, however, perceiving that France 
and Sweden were in earned: to humble him, he fought to 
break the confederacy, by offering the Palatinate to its count, 
but it was upon terms that he could not accept of with ho¬ 
nour. Ferdinand had no better fuccefs with the dukes of 
Lunenburg , with whom he had treated feparately, and the 
SwiJ's cantons refufed to call their troops from the fervice of 
France at his detire ; but all his untowardly fuuation, was 
owing to his own pride and narrownels of fpirit, which he 
had foon reafon to repent of. 

In January 1642, Guebriant , the French general, made a g 
great progrefs on the Rhine , where he completely defeated the * 
Imperial generals Hasfeld and Lamboy , the coni'equence of 

which victory was, that the French became matters of almoft Conqnefls 
the whole electorate of Cologne. Forjlenfon was ttill upon the anc j p l 0 - 
borders of Bohemia, and his motions wereobferved by the arch- orefs of 
duke Leopold and Picolomini , fo that the Imperialijls under p ne French 
the duke of Saxe-Lawenburg reduced all that part of Silefta , an( j 
which was in poffeflion of the Swedes. The duke afterwards Swedes, 
joining the two Imperial generals, Forjlenjon entered Silcjia , 
which brought the duke back with a ftrong body of Aijlrians, 

A battle followed, in which 3000 Aijlrians were killed on the 
fpot; almoft all their officers were taken, and the duke him¬ 
felf was mortally wounded. The main body of the Imperial 
army then advanced againft Forjlenjon , who formed the ftege 
of Leipjic ; but hearing that his enemies approached the Elbe , 
he turned it into a blockade, and retired for fome miles with 
his main body. The Imperialijls advanced upon him in the l a iter 
plain of Breitenfold , where a moft bloody battle was fought, pfl j n he 
m which the Swedes obtained a complete victory, and cut in £ reat 
pieces 8000 of the Aujlrian beft troops, befides making a vaft battle of 
number of prifoners, and taking the military cheft of the F'-rto^ 
archduke and Picolomini , 46 pieces of cannon, and 6000 
waggons. In this battle, which was fought the 2d of No- 
Vol, IX. N vember , 
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vernier , the Swedes did not lofe above iood, and fo fecure were 
the Aijlrians of victory, that their generals had brought to the 
field, a magnificent train of equipages, all which, befides the 
booty already mentioned, fell into the hands of the Swedes, 
Torjienfon then renewed the fiege of Leipftc , which he took 
after an obftinate refiftance, on the 15th of December. So. 
many repeated defeats and Ioffes made but little impreflion on 
Ferdinand , but filled his court with difmay, and the utmoft 
efforts were made to cover his hereditary dominions, which, 
in that advanced feafon of the year, could not be at¬ 
tacked. 

In an interview, which ' Torjienfon had with Guelriant , to¬ 
wards the beginning of the year 1643, each general plainly 
perceived that the other had a feparate view. This did not 
hinder them from proceeding amicably. Torjienfon marched 
towards Frieberg upon the Elbe , and Guebriant towards the 
Neckar. Picolomini marched to cover Frieberg , which obliged 
Torjienfon to fall back into Lnfatia , till he could be joined by 
the reinforcements he expedited. During the winter, confe¬ 
rences for a general peace were held at Hamburgh ; but thro’ 
the pride and obllinacy of the Imperialijls , the time allotted for 
them was fpent in adjufting the ceremonial, and the minifters 
Deaths of adjourned their meetings to July, but the death of cardinal 
cardinal Richelieu , and of Lewis XIII. of France , now gave a different 

Rick,lieu face to the affairs of Europe. Ferdinand endeavoured to de- 
and Lewi: tach the Siuedes from their alliance with France , but to no 
XIII, purpofe; for though the Swedes were at firft doubtful with re¬ 
gard to the new Trench government, they were foon reaffured 
by a great victory obtained by the latter over the Spaniards , 
and by the French court renewing their engagements with 
Sweden . The war continuing, the Siuedes carried all before 
them in Silcfa and Moravia , where it is faid they made an 
immenfe booty in ready money, while Koningfmark , another 
Swedijh general, drove the Imperialijls out of Pomerania. Gut- 
hriant, on his leaving the electorate of Cologne , had marched 
into Franconia , thcdutchy of Wirtcmberg , and the marquifatc 
of Baden , having ftill the advantage over the Imperialijls , 
though they prefled him with numerous armies on every fide. 
Ferdinand at this time loft Picolomini , who, difgufted with his 
court and miniftry, entered into the fervice of Spain , but he 
regained the duke of Lor rain , who abandoned that of Francs, 
and took upon him the command of the Bavarians. 

The great defeat which the duke of Enguien had given the 
and of the Spaniards at Rocroy , and the confequences of that battle, had 
French pe- enabled him to fend a reinforcement to Guebriant , who had 
neral de befieged Rotweil , but was hard prefled by the Imperialijls, 

Guebriant. This helped Guelriant to beat his enemies, and to take tne 

town, though it coft him his life. His death relaxed the dif* 

cipline of the French army fo much, that Merci , the Bavarian 

general, with eafe defeated the count de Rantzau , who had 

lucceedcd Guebriant in his command, and made him prifones 

with 
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with 4000 of his men ; but the famous French general Fu- 
rciiiie , colle&ed the remains. During thofe operations, a war 
broke out between Sweden and Denmark , which gave the inte¬ 
rior parts of Germany feme refpite. 

The naileries of Germany had, feme months before this, Confe- 
obliged Ferdinand to agree to the propofals of the proteflanrs, reaces at 
which have been already mentioned, for opening conferences Munjler 
for a general pacification, at Mimjler and Ufnaburg. His chief and Ojna - 
plenipotentiaries there, were Henry of Saxe-Lawenburg , the bur?, 
count d’Averfpergy and the. baron de Krone, The count ** 
d'Avaux was rirll plenipotentiary for France , and the marquis 
de Cajlile Roderigo for Spain. The ultimate view of France 
was to reduce the power of Aujlria in Germany , and d'Avaux 
engaged the princes of the diet at Frankfort , to infill upon 
lharing the rights of peace and war with the emperor and 
eleftors, who had engroffed them to themfelves. The princes 
being allured of fupport from France , (whofe vi&ory at Rocroy 
had now rendered her very powerful ) thwarted the Imperial 
party in all their propofals for obliging the ele£tor of Bran - 
denburg , and the landgrave of Hejfe, to renounce their alliance 
with France and Sweden , and they even infilled on being re- 
prefented at the conferences for peace. Thofe demands llartled 
the emperor and the electors, who were upon the point of 
abandoning the conferences, had they not been deterred by 
the prevailing arms of France ; but the conferences v/ere, for 
fome time, at a Hand ; and the emperor applied himfelf to 
foment the war between Sweden and Denmark. Forjlenfon had 
penetrated into Jutland , and Galas , who had fucceeded Pico- 
mini in his command, was fent by the emperor to affill the 
Danes , which he did in fo ineffectual a manner, that the 
Danes received no benefit from his army. 

The circles of Weftphalia and Franconia would have formed R .^nfL 
an alfociation, for defending themfelves againll the Atijlrians takes arms 
and the Sivcdes, but they were diverted from it by the French i» //*,,_ 
minifter, who represented, that they could not defend them- nary. 
felves againll the tyranny of the houfe of Aujlria , but by em- & 
ploying foreign troops. The French were as zealous for 
compelling, as the emperor was for fomenting, the war be¬ 
tween Sweden and Denmark , and at lall prevailed with them 
to enter into a treaty, which entirely detached Denmark from 
the houfe of Aujlria. Furennc now commanded the French 
army in Germany , and palling the Rhine , he heat count 
Merci. The latter being foon reinforced, befieged and took 
Fneberg , and would have dellroyed Furennc s army, had he 
not been joined by d’Enguien ; and the two French generals, in 
lour days time, engaged and beat the Aujlrians in three bloody 
battles; but Merci faved about half of his army by a mallerly 
retreat, but all the towns between the Rhine and the Mofeltf, 
from Ment% to Landau , were reduced by the French. Ra - 
i of Jhi, waywode of Franjylvania , would not lofe fo favourable 
an opportunity of diltrelTmg the houfe of Aujlria, and took 
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iberties, which had been ruined by the emperor, 
s then at the head of 60,000 men, but they were raw 
and unexperienced, and oppofed by the Imperial general Goeutz t 
who, with an inferior army, obtained great advantages over 
them. Ragotjki had depended upon a reinforcement from 
C Iorjlcnfon. but being difappointed, he retreated to Tranfol - 


vatua. 


Cafjt 
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my in tne attempt, wane i^agotjki , being fupplied with 
French money, renewed the war againft the emperor in other 
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parts of Hungary. 


Forjtenfc 

Silefia and Moravia 


ImperialiJI, 


turn of that general. Galas was obliged to retire before him 
and Koning[mark. His army, at laft, was fhut up near May- 
chhonrg in fuch a manner, that great numbers were cut off, 
many died of famine, and many inlifted in the fervice of 


the Szvedes. 


fword 


Swedijh army, and efcaped to Lentmeritz. Forjlcnfon t 
the time was now come to favour his Ion? meditated 


cf his army with Koningfmark , he feized the pafs of PreJ. 
and, with amazing rapidity, appeared before Prague , where 
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Moru-aa. 
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emperor and the 


Leopold 


But 


the beft of the Imperial generals. Pretending to retire, he 
drew the Au/hians from their advantageous Situation, gave 
them battle, and entirely defeated them, with the lofs of 
10,000 men, killed or taken prifoners. Ferdinand had retired 


to Vienna , 


Forjlenfo 


and probably 


would nave attempted, had it not been covered by the remains 
of the Imperialijls under Galas , and 4000 Bavarians. He 
conquered, however, all the towns on the Moravian fide of 
the Danube , and, at laft, laid fiege to Brinn , which ftruck 
inch terror into the Imperial court, that the emperor fled to 
Ratifbon , and the cmprefs to Gratz. The defign of Torflen- 
Jon in bcfieging Brinn , was, that he might open his way for 


ifki, in Hung 


in 


'Tit' ennc is 
beaten in 


tention of befieging Vienna . The emperor colle£led his forces 
under the archduke Leopold , and the garrifon of Brinn made a 
vigorous defence, which checked the progrefs of Torjlenjon , 
and foon after that great general found himlt-lf fo prefl’ed by 
the gout, th >t he was obiiged to refign his command. 
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war ftill continued to rage in Bavaria , and the Upp (, \ 
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Fnrenne had taken MariendaU where he was 

obliged 


to cioft the Maine, 


:) by Mrrci , while Fur nine was 
and retire to Hefl'c , where he collected 


tuC 


remains of his aimy. He was fpeedily reinforced by 

Soco ;roor?s under the duke d ’ Enguien , which determined the 

tJ Fremh 
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french generals to a£t offenfively. This refolution, after 
jnany marches and countermarches, brought on the battle of 
Kordlingen^ between them and the Bavarians , which, at hr ft, 
inclined to the latter, till Merci being killed, the French ob¬ 
tained the victory, but not without loling 4000 of their bell 
troops. This battle was fucceeded by the furrender of Nord- 
lingen and fome other places to the French ; but the archduke 
Leopold, marching to the affiftance of the Bavarians , obliged 
furenne to fortify himfelf under the cannon of Philipfbourg ; 
and all of a fudden, the fortune of the war appeared to be 
reverled. The French loft all the towns they held between 
the Neckar and the Danube ; but the emperor, at laft, being 
taught moderation by experience, delivered the elector of 
friers , upon certain conditions, from his captivity of ten 
years, and he was fuftered to fend a plenipotentiary to the 
congrefs at Munftcr. It is plain, from the viciflitudes of the ren( . 
war, that the houfe of Aujlria at this time might have been Vl ' ews 0 f 

ruined, had the Sivedes and the French been cordially united ; xhef/ereb 
but their views were different, and the French were intent a ‘ j 
upon their conquefts on the Rhine , while they ought to have v , . 
joined Forjienfon in forming the liege of Vienna , which the 
Swedes not being able to do of themfelves, obliged Ragotjki to 
make a feparate peace with Ferdhiand. 

All this while Koningfmark was making fo great a pregrefs in err) _ 

Thuringia and Mijnia , that he obliged the elector of Saxony to . 
conclude a truce "”*•*’ u:-.. P' 

liberty to penetrate 


with him for fix months, which left him at j-, nec j b y 
ate into Bohemia , where general JVrangel jb. a jjj es y 


commanded the Swedijh army. While Koningfmark was on 
his march, the hnperialijh obliged TVrangel to retire to Upper 
Hejfe , where he was joined by Koningfmark ; and they ex- 
petted to be joined by Turenne , which, at laft, after great 
difficulties, they were. The Impcrialifls now retired in their 
turn, and the elector of Bavaria might have been entirely 
defeated, had not Turcnnc been fecretly inftru£ted by his court 
to venture upon no ftroke that might render the Sivedes too 
independent upon the French . Thus the remainder of the 

campaign of 164*1, was employed in a petty war of taking 
and retaking polls and and places, without any thing decifive 
happening. The Swedes ftiil kept a fuperiority in Silejia , but 
the emperor found means to procure the crowns of Bohemia 
and Hungary for his fon Ferdinand . Notwithftanding this, 
the Aujlrian greatnefs was now tottering on the brink of 
ruiri. Turenne obliged the duke of Bavaria to make a fepa¬ 
rate peace with France , and to relign to the French feveral 
places of importance. The elector of Saxony , the archbiffiops 
of Cologne and Mentz , and the landgrave of Hcjfc-D armfraAt , 
were neceffitated to follow the Bavarian s example. The 
Sivedes gave law in JVcJlphcdia and Upper Saxony. IVrangel 
took Egra in Bohemia , and the catholic officers in the Aujlrian 
army refufed to be commanded by their general, Mdander, 
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becaufe he was a proteftant; upon which Ferdinand was 
obliged to take upon himfelf the command of his army, which 
was again beaten by the Swedes . 

The elec- The elector of Bavaria , upon frivolous pretences, re- 
tor of nounced his late treaty with France , and joining with the 


Bavaria 

rejoins 

him. 


pcrialijis , turned the fortune of the war in favour of Perdu 

was obliged to retire from Bohemia 

' J --* -1 - c ’ D -“-vfivic, where he put 


tw.nd , 


Wran 6 


his troops into winter quarters. Mel. 


HeJJe 


1648. 


French obtained feveral advantages over the Bavarians. IVran- 
gel , early in the year 1648, having been reinforced by the 
troops under Koningftnark , and the HeJJians , joined Turenne , 
who had with him no more than 7 or 8000 men, and they di¬ 
rected their march toward the Danube , which they crofted at 
Lawingen. The Imperiallys under Melander , were obliged to 
retire towards the Neckar , but were defeated near Augflourgh 
with great daughter, and the remains of their army were with 
great difficulty, carried off by the famous Montecuculi and the 
duke of Wirtemberg. The allies then laid Bavaria under 
contribution, and obliged its duke to retire to the archbiftio- 
pric of Saltzbourg . The Hejftans , in the dutchy of Juliets, 
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diately inverted the old town. 
The emoeror now found it 
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GuJI, 


treaty of ftneerity and decifion, efpecially, after hearing that the gar- 
' * rifon of Prague , notwithftanding the glorious defence they 

made, muft at laft fubmit to the Stveeles. The conferences 
were frill going on at Munjhr and OJnaburg , and had been 
greatly influenced by the events of the war. They had now 
continued for above fix years, the greateft part of which had 
been fpent in idle difputes, concerning precedency and titles. 
As the peace which enfued, is the moft memorable that ever 


vft 

P’ififhr.L 

conclud¬ 

ed. 


had been concluded in the empire, where it is revered as a 

; bafis 


The chef home 


fundamental, and perpetual law, and is to this day th 
of moil: of the European negociations, it is necefl’ary for the 
reader’s better undemanding it, that we give him fome idea of 
its principal articles. 

It flipulated a perpetual peace between the emperor, 

111 /tii firm thp /lofpc nrinrpQ nf #■]'!#=» re* /in 


the 

one 


Fit irs con 


ten 


io. 


home of Aufiria , the ftates and princes of the empire, on one 
fide, and his moil chriftian majefty, and all his allies, efpeci¬ 
ally the crown of Sweden , on the other. The difputes con¬ 
cerning Lorrain were referred to arbitration. The electors, 
princes, and ftates, were to be reftored to the poffeffions they 
held before the war. The electoral dignity, formerly belong¬ 


ing to the debtors Palatine , with all the Upp 


to 
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to remain in Maximilian , count Palatine of the Rhine, duke 
of Bavaria , and the male ilTue of his family. The Lower 
Palatinate was reftored to Charles-Lcwis, count Palatine of 
the Rhine , and his family, for whom an eighth electorate was 
erecled. The confeflion of Augfbourg, and liberty of con- 
fcience, were eftablifhed all over Germany. The Silejian 
proteftants were allowed to build churches, and proteftants 
were to be admitted into the Aulic council. The electors, 
princes, and ftates of the empire, were entitled to the right 
of voting in all its affairs, efpecially thofe concerning war, 
tributes, levies of troops, and treaties of peace. The bifho- 
prics of Metz, Paul, and Verdun were ceded to France, but 
the metropolitan right was to belong to the archbifhop of 
friers. The emperor and the empire ceded to the French 
king and the kingdom of France, the town of Brifac, the 
landgraviate of Upper and Lower Alface, the Suntgau, and the 
provincial prefecture of the ten towns fituatcd in Alface , 
namely, Haguendu, Sceleftat, Wcifemhurg, Colmar, Lindau, 
Qberenheim, Rojheirn, Munjler, Val St. Gregoire , jKaiferberg, 
and Par high eirn. The French king was to keep PhilipJ- 

bourg under his protection, but the property of the place, 
and all its revenues, were to belong to the bifhop and chapter 
of Spire. 

His moft chriftian majefty was to reftore to the houfe of 
Aufiria the four foreft-towns, namely, Rhinfeld , So eking en, 
Lauffemburg, and Waldjhut, with the county of Haverjle'nn, 

( the Black Forejl, all the Upper and Loivcr Brifgau, and the 
towns therein fituated, antiently belonging to the houfe of 
Aufiria, namely, Neuburg, Friburg, Endingen, Kenfingcn, 
Waltrick, Willingen, and Braulingen, with feveral other 
towns, ftates, and jurifdi£tions. Some other regulations of 
lefs moment, were made between France and the empire. 

The archbifhopric of Bremen and Verden was given up to 
Siveden, faving the rights and liberties of the town and bilho- 
pric of Verden, but its effects were to be fecularized, and 
Siveden was to hold the fiefs of the benefices fo fecularized 
of the empire, with a vote in the diet. The crown of 
Sweden was likewife to be put in pofl'effion of the town and 
port of IVeimar in Mecklenburg, with Stciin and all the Upper 
Pomerania. The elector of Brandenburg was to poflefs the 
Lower Pomerania , and after the death of the adminiftrator, 
Auguftus duke of Saxony, he was to enjoy the bifhopric of 
Halbcr/ladt, the principality of Minden , the bifhopric of 
Magdeburg , with fome other fecularized benefices. In cafe 
of the failure of the male line of the houfe of Brandenburg, 
all Pomerania was to revert to the crown of Sweden ; but the; 
bifhoprics of Schwerin and Ratzburg, with two commanderies 
of the order of St. John, were to be given by way of indem¬ 
nification to the duke of Mecklenburg. In compenfation for 
the coadjutorfhips of Magdeburg, Bremen, and Halberjladt, 
which the dukes of Brutjwic and Lunenburg had ceded, their 
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family was entitled to the alternate fucceffion with the catho¬ 
lics to the bifhopric of Ofnaburg ; but without any violence 
being offered to the ftate of religion on either fide. The chief 
regulation with regard to the affairs of religion, was, that 
the admin iflration of juft ice in the Imperial and Julie council, 
fhould be veiled in an equal number of catholics and pro- 
teftants. 


Protefled 

the king 
of Spain. 




Such were the chief regulations of this great treaty, which 
was branched out into an incredible variety of inferior ar¬ 
ticles, it being thought that no fewer than 140,000 reftitutions 
were appointed by it, fo careful were the contracting parties 
for the future tranquillity of the empire. The minifters for 
the county of Burgundy , in the name of their mafter, the 

king of Spain , protefted againft this treaty, which however 

was proclaimed in the two cities of Munjeer and Ofnaburg 
where it was made, and meiTengers were difpatched to flop 
hoftilities on all ftdes. The weaknefs and irrefolution of 


1649. 

1650. 

A diet at 
Ratije on. 


Ferdinand had almoft overthrown the peace of Mnnjler as 
foon as it was concluded. The pope publifhed a bull annull¬ 
ing all the articles of it relating to religion, and prohibiting 
the ereCtion of an eighth electorate. Ferdinand employed a 1 
his intereft to procure the Lower Palatinate for his catholic 
majefty, to indemnify him for his vaft expences during the 
war; but the princes paid no regard to his reprefentations, and 
after a few difficulties were pafl'ed over, the ratifications were 
exchanged and the treaty was executed. 

No fooner was peace reftored to Germany than the emperor 
convoked a diet at Drefden, to terminate the differences that 
ft ill fubfifted between the houfes of Saxony , Brandenburg, and 
Neuburg , concerning the fucceffion to the dutchies of Julias 
and Berg. Though thofe differences were not terminated at 
that time, yet the tranquillity of Germany was effectually 
reftored, but the emperor was obliged to poftpone a diet 
he had fummoned at Raiijbon , till certain differences were 
fettled between the queen of Sweden and the elector of Bran - 
denburg , concerning her right of fending deputies to the diet, 
before the elector was put in poffeffion of all he could claim, 
under the treaty of Muffler, or as the northern powers chofe 
to call it, of Ofnaburg , becaufe in that city their concerns 
were difeufted and fettled. From this time, Germany may be 
faid to date the liability of her conftituticn. In the year 
1649, the Swedes evacuated Bohemia, after the emperor had 
agreed to pay them 42,000 florins, and all remaining differ¬ 
ences between them, the emperor, and France , were fettled in 
the months of June and July 1650. That fame year the em¬ 
peror conveened a diet a Ratijbon , confifting of the ele&ors of 
Mentos, Cologne, Breves , the elector Palatine , with the ambai- 
fadors of Bavaria, Saxony, and Brandenburg. The defign of 
this diet, was to chufc a king of the Romans, Ferdinand ar¬ 
dently wiftiing that the election might fall upon his eldeft fon. 
The flutes of the empire infilled upon the ambaffador ot 

Sweden, 
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Sweden, in right of the places ceded to that crown, having a 
feat in the diet, and the difputes upon this, grew fo high, 
that Ferdinand was obliged to adjourn the affembly, and to call 
anele&oral diet, to be held at Augjbourg, May 3 tfb, 1653. 

At that time and place, Ferdinand , the emperor’s eldeft fon, 
waschofen king of the Romans , and befides the ufual ceremo¬ 
nies, he fwore to the obfervance of the treaties of Munjier , 

Qfnaburg , and Nuremberg . Notwithstanding all thofe pro¬ 
filing appearances of peace, the duke of Lorrain was ftill 
dillatisfied, and that too with juftice, as by the treaty of Mun¬ 
jier, Ferdinand had promifed to remove his troops out of the 
empire ; but it now appeared that he intended to do it without 
paying them their arrears. The duke indemnified himfelf, by 
ravaging Alface and IVcJlphalia ; but none of the electors or 
free towns would confent to pay him the fum he demanded, 
the payment of which they threw entirely upon the emperor. 

Ferdinand, unable or unwilling to fatisfy him, was mean 
enough to apply to the crown of Spain , in whofe fervice the The duke 
duke was, to have him arrefted, and the archduke Leopold, of Lorrain 
governor of the Low Countries, decoyed him to Rrujfels , from arrefted. 
whence he was fent prifoner to Toledo in Spain . 

The duke, when he was arrefted,* fent the following note to 
his lieutenant-general, the count de Ligneville: cc Separate 
“ yourfelf inftantly from the Spaniards , kill and burn what- 
“ ever is in your way, and remember Charles of Lorrain .” 

His troops however continued in the Spanijh fervice, and his 
brother Francis, who fucceeded to the command of them, 
upon being paid 100,000 crowns, evacuated the places the 
duke held in Germany. Before the diet of Rati/bon rofe, great jvjfr er . 
numbers of complaints from the fubjedts of the ceded coun- 


tries, came before them againft the French and the Swedes, w j r h thc 
who pretended, that fmee the treaty they had no right to swedes 
their antient privileges. Bremen bravely defended her’s by ° 
force of arms, and maintained them likewife by the interpo- 
fition of the circles of JVeJlphalia and Lower Saxony, as well as 
of the Dutch and the Hanje towns. From thofe encroachments, 
the diet concluded, that it would be proper for the princes 
and ftates of each religion, to chufe a head to ferve as a 
gaurantee for the obfervance of the treaty. The ele£or of 
1 Saxony was chofen the chief for the proteftants, and the elector 
of Bavaria for the catholics. It was regulated that the elec¬ 
tor of Bavaria fhould retain the tide of Arch Steward of the 
holy Roman empire, and the elector Palatine that of Arch 
Treafurer, and that no princes fhould have feats in the diet, 
unlels they had fiefs immediately holding of the empire. 

Upon the breaking up of the diet, the Imperial court re- Death of 


turned to Vienna, where the young king of the Romans died of the king 


the fmall-pox, and his brother Leopold was crowned king of of the Rt>- 


Hungary, Ferdinand then applied himfelf to the affairs of mans, 
holy and Spain , which are foreign to this part of our hiftory, 
while the proteftants and Roman catholics were equally bufy 
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in alcertaining thefeveral rights they had acquired by the treaty 
of JVeJlpbalia . Mean time the elector of Brandenburg was on 
very bad terms with Charhs-Gujlavus , to whom CbriJUna had 
refigned the crown of Sweden , and Ferdinand laid hold of that 
opportunity to gratify his refentment againft the Swedes , by 
forming a general confederacy for humbling them, confiftm ff 


D 


Tar 


mighty fchemes, he died at Vienna in the 49th year of his age, 
and the 20th of his reign, juft as Germany began to breathe from 


Aujlria , lifter to Philip IV. king of Spain , 
paid* who fucceeded him, and Mary of Sp 

* • « • 1 V . I !• t 1 T" 


nuptials with Leopoldinc , daughter 


Leopold 


Mat .. 
m he left Leo- 
By his fecond 


Injprnck, he had the archduke Cbarles-Jofeph , who died at the 
age of 13, 'January 7, 1664; and by his laft, with Eleonora 
de Gonzague of Mantua, he had the archduke Ferdinand - 
Charles , who died in 1659, and the archduchefs Eleonora 
and Mary-Anne. 

We have little to add to the charaXer of this prince, differ 
ent from what we have faid of his predeceflors. The forti 
tude, or rather ftoicifm. with which he bore the ftorms of for 
tune, that fo long had beat upon him, would have been high 
Iy commendable, had they not proceeded from a pride and ob 
ftinacy that no calamity could fubdue. In Ihort, he had all his 
family failings and virtues, but he is faid to have been more li¬ 
beral than rnoft of his predeceflors, though that liberality was 
ill placed. Being attached to worthlefs favourites, he often made 
a wrong choice of his generals, and difgufted thofe who were 
moft deferving. In his own perfon he was brave; but after 
his acceffion to the empire, he feldom headed his armies in 
perfon. He was well ferved by the houfes of Saxony and 
Bavaria ; the former from a principle of patriotifm, and the 
latter from that of gratitude. The Germans who had invited 
in the Swedes, found reafon to repent their connexions with 
them; and Ferdinand could not relax fo far from his natural 
feverity, as to open a door for uniting his whole empire, by 
publiftiing an aX of amnefty, or taking fuch meafures as 
jniaht drive thofe unwelcome vifitors out ot his dominions. 



CHAP. XLVIII. 


Leopold. 

T HOUGH the treaty of Mnnjler pacified the internal 

troubles of Germany, yet it feemed to encreafe thofe ot 

Europe. The late emperor had taken part in the war between 

the Poles and the Szvedes , The Turks were in poflelfion 

of Buda , and threatened Germany itlelf; the Swedes had ac¬ 
quiree. 
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wired Pomerania and the dutchy of Bremen ; an army ot 
Germans was in Italy to overawe the houfe of Savoy , another 
was j n Poland ', where, in contravention of the treaty of JVeJl - 
■phalie, the hnperialifts had taken Cracow , and above all, the 
Jrmb, the natural and avowed enemies of the houfe of 
Mria, were in poffeffion of rflface. Leopold , the late em¬ 
peror’s fon, was indeed king of Bohemia and Hungary , but v/as 
pot quite feventeen years of age ; his conftitution was weakly, 
and the management of his affairs was in the hands of his 
uncle, the archduke Leopold. The neceffity of the juncture 
called aloud upon the electors to give a head to the empire; 
and France as earneftly endeavoured to retard or embroil the 
ele&ion. Her minifters firft offered to befriend the archduke 
Leopold , if he v/ould ftand for the Imperial dignity; but he 
declined it. They then encouraged the duke of Neuburg , but 
were earneft with the duke of Bavaria , who refufed it like- 
wife. Their aim was to difunite the empire from Spain , and 
to obtain a favourable confirmation of the treaty of Munjier , 
particularly with regard to the difputes concerning Lorrain. 

Having, as they thought, fecured the laft mentioned point, Leopold 
Leopold arriving at his 18th year, the age of majority required chofen 
by the golden Bull, was chofen emperor, and figned a capitu- emperor, 
lation confirming the rights of the empire, and promifing 
not to enter into the war between the kings of France and 
Spain , nor to make foreign alliances without the confent of the 
ele&ors. 


Toftrengthen the quiet of Germany , the electors of Mcntz, . . 

Triers, Cologne , the Palatine , the king of Sweden , the land- l b tr, S l1CB 

rrfntm r\ £ (Tr* ^ n /I fUa t J 4-U ^ Crl^ 


grave of 



e, and the duke of Lunenburg , entered with ,, 

France into an alliance, offenfive and defenfrve, which was L<ieu ' J ' 
called the League of the Rhine , and was formed for maintaining 
the peace of IVeJiphalia , and to prevent Gerenan troops from 
marching to the affiftance of the Spaniards in the Loiv Coun¬ 
tries . It was not long before Leopold , who of all mankind, in 
his own perfon, was the lead fitted for war, {hewed an inclina¬ 


tion to become a party in all the wars of Europe. He befriended 
the Danes againft the Swedes , but he was obliged by the latter 
toraife the fiege of Stetin , and the princes of the empire ex¬ 
claimed againft his violating the peace of Wejlphalia , by or¬ 
dering his troops to march into Pomerania. Leopold wanted 
to transfer the diet from Frankfort to Ratijbon \ but the princes 
refufed to obey him; and the French , who were then about 
concluding the Pyrenean treaty with Spain , procured the city 
of Juliers for their friend the duke of Neuburg , who appeared 
at the head of the oppofition to Leopold. The French and 
£«*//,#> endeavoured to mediate between Denmark and Sweden , 


and Charles-Guflavus dying, a treaty was made, to which Lco- 
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poll and the marquifs of Brandenburg acceded. 
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The pacification of the north, left Leopold at liberty to attend 
the affair ** ^ " 


Affairs of 


,- of Tranfylvania , where young Ragotjki, with va- , 7 , 

rious fortune, had for fome years maintained a war againft the 

Turks , 
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Turks , but was unfortunately killed in an a&ion near 
maiiftadt , when he was on the point of obtaining a complete 
victory. Leopold had given Kagotfai juft as much affiftance as 
ferved to exafperate the Turks againft him, and faw them ready 
to pour into Hungary. He had railed one "Janos to be a candi- 
date for the waywodeftiip of Tranfylvania , and the Turks had 
given their intereft to count Boijkay , whom Janos defeated and 
killed. Leopold upon this, fent two armies into Trarfykank 
to take poffeffion of the two fiefs of Z atlmiar and Zambolic' 
but the Tranfylvanians and Hungarians hated the houfe of 
Aujlria fo much, that they gave up IVaradin to the Turks, 
rather than confent to admit an Avjlrian garrifon. In the 
mean while the Turks nominated one Michael Abafjfi to be 
waywode of Tranfylvania , and the fultan ordered 60,000 
men to reinforce the bafha of Buda, who was to com¬ 
mand in the war againft the Germans. Count Starnnbei g, 
Moniecucidi* and baron de Souches, all < 


Tranfyh 


the 1 
him a" 


French king had fent him a body of 8 00 troops to affill 
againft the iimdels. It was plain, by the fevere and cruel 
procedure of Leopold’s minifters in Hungary , that he wanted 
to fubdue the proteftents there, rather than to oppofe the 


I urns. 


In every town where they became mafters, nothing 
but gibbets and fcaffolds were feen for the execution of the 


proteftants, who were every where treated as rebels, for re- 
monftratinsr as-ainft the lofs of their liberties ; but at laft, the 


Hun 


rians , that the Germans under Montecuculi , were obliged to 


Aufh 


Upper Hun 






the Hungarian peafants cut off numbers of the Gen-ram in 
their march. The latter made reprifals till ail the country be¬ 
came a feene of bloodfhed. 

In the year -663, a die! . r as held at Ratifbon , to deliberate 
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w their winter-quar:err. in Upper Hungary ,wiiere 
they were more welcome than the Germans. From thence 
they advanced towards Friuli , but a l.-.ge detachment ot them 
were cut in pieces by the brave count Serini , who, next cant* 
paign, drove the Turks from many places which they poffefled, 
between the L'rave and the Danube, and Souches at the fame 
time obtained vaft advantges over the infidels; but all of them 
were ineffectual for driving them out of Hungary. So far from 
that, they formed a defign of marching to Vienna itfelt, 
tinder the grand vizir, but they were defeated near St. Godard, 
by Montecuculi , with the lofs of 16,000 men and their train of 
artillery. This defeat difpofed the infidels towards a peace, 
and the negotiations were opened next day, and concludedat 
Tennfwar , the 10th of Augujt 1664. The reader, in the pre¬ 
ceding part of this work, will meet with the terms of the 

treaty 
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treaty which was then concluded. The Hungarians com- 
plained that they were facrificed by that peace, and threatened 
a'univerfal revolt. They even intercepted the mellenger 
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marriage wnu an liuanta of Spain , cajoled them into an ap¬ 
probation of the treaty. When they returned to their own 
country, they a&ually revolted, and endeavoured to decoy 
lupoid to Prejburg, where they intended to have feized his 

but he avoided the fnare. 


perlon 


Leopold 
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infanta of 
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SpJn, but Leiuis XIV. in virtue of his marriage with ano- , ,, 

ther infanta, claimed pofleflion of the Low Countries , and Le 'P° 
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tranche Comte. 
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This province then forming a 


married. 


empire, his catholic majefty’s minifters endeavoured to make 
the diet at Rati/bon parties in the quarrel, but to no purpofe, 
the diet having the internal peace of the empire more at 
heart The ele&or Palatine , endeavouring to repeople his 


country, drew great numbers of inhabitants 
Cologne , and Lorrain , 


>rn Merit.z 
Mcntz de¬ 


clared war againft him, and making a great progrefs in his 
dominions, the Palatine flickered himfelf under the caftle of 
Frankendal-t where he was defeated, which obliged him to fue 
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to. Mean while, in the year 1668, 1 
war againft the emperor, and took Befc 
at laft, all the Francbe Comte. Th 


1668. 
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their mediation, and a congrefs was opened at Aix-la-Gbapelle , 
but to no purpofe. The French king was then in the meri- The 
dianof his glory, and forced the Spaniards to deliver up to French 
him all that is now called French Flanders , with Courtray , king de- 
Bergttes , and Fumes , upon his evacuating Francbe Comte. A dares war 
diet had been convoked at Pre/burg in Hungary, where fome againft 
regulations were made in favour of the proteftants, who him. 
fliewed great difpofitions to rebel, but fuch was their inteffine 
divisions, that they remained in peace for that year. The 
empire, however, continued as much embroiled as ever, and 
the ele&or Palatine was defeated by the duke of Lorrain , but 
through the mediation of the French king, an accommodation 
took place, by which the duke of Lorrain was made eeneral 
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that were to march into Hi 


tions of 


where every thing was again in diforder. 

The Aujlrian encroachments in that king; 
lerable that the counts Scrini and Tattemha 
aflociation againft the court of Vienna , anc 
afliftance to the Turks. This was a circumftance extremely the Hun- 
lavourable for the emperor, as it gave the Germans and the Parian 
Roman catholic powers very bad impreffions of the Hungarian malcon- 
proteftants. Tattemhacb was an efted by the emperor, and the tents, 
confederacy between him and Scrini was dilcovered. The 

Hungarian 
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Hungarian malcontents, however, ftill continued very p 0w . 
erful, and the emperor was obliged to apply for afliftance to 
the diet of the empire; but Leopold being well fervedbyhis 
enerals, the brave Serini , and his brother-in-law count 
? rangipani , were taken and fent prifoners to Vienna , upon 

which Ragotjki laid down his arms, but by his mother’s me¬ 
diation he preferved his eftates. It foon appeared, that the 
confederacy which had been formed againft the emperor, was 
far fpread, and that his chief general Nadajli was involved 
in it. The principal confpirators were tried; and Serini 
Nadajli , and Frangipani had their hands and heads cutoff. 
Leopold then treated Hungary as a conquered country, and 
obliged the malcontents to defray the expence he was at in 
making and keeping them flaves. Lewis XIV. by this time, 
had broken the triple league formed againft him by the En- 
glijb , Swedes , and Dutch , and he invaded the latter. The 
emperor and the elector of Brandenburgh endeavoured to flop 
his progrefs, but Lczvis^ intoxicated with his fuccefs, loft all 
the magnificent conquefts he made upon his firft irruption, 
and in 1674, he carried the war into the empire. Leopold 
Succeis offtrengthened himfelf by an alliance with the Dutch and Spam- 
the French ards , the electors of Brandenburgh and Palatine , the landgrave 

of Hejfe and the duke of Brvjifivic ; and this confederacy over¬ 
awed the electors of Mcniz and Cologne , who were in the in¬ 
to lefts of France. 

in Tranche The French arms'made a moft rapid progrefs in Franck 
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Comte. 


Comte , where they took Bcfawpon and other places of great 


importance, while the Germans were excluded from enterin 
AlJ'ace , and obliged to retire to a camp between Hie delb erg an 
Philipjbourg , from whence they were driven by the French 
eneral, Turcnne, who made himfelf mafter of all the Pab- 


cr 


tinate , and gave it up as a prey to his foldiers ; fo that it be¬ 
came foon a feene of folitude and mifery. The princes of the 
empire, alarmed at the thoughts of taking a French yoke, 
joined the Imperial army between Mentz and Franckfort; up¬ 
on which Turcnnc repafied the Rhine , and the Imperial army 
marching to take up winter quarters in Upper Alfacc , Tu- 
renne again defeated it, and forced the Germans to take refuge 
under the cannon of Strafbourg. The elector of Branden¬ 
burgh joining the Imperialijls , Turenne was again obliged to 
retire, but watched his time fo well, that he defeated 6,000 

andenburgh 


nr 


ol their cavalry at Midhaufcn. The ele£tor of 
bravely declared againft the French , who for that reafon pre¬ 
vailed with the Swedes to invade his dominions. The elector 
complained to the diet of this hoftility, and the king of Swe¬ 
den was declared to be an enemy to the empire. The ele&or, 
by an amazing rjiarch, furprized the Swedes , who lay dif- 
perfed through tie marches of Brandenburgh , and after de¬ 
feating them at Therbellin , drove them into Mecklenburg . 
Montecuculi Was by the emperor appointed to oppofe Turenne , 
and the war was carried on between thofe great generals in a 
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manner that left it hard to decide to whom the palm of victory Mon tec u- 
0 u*ht to be affigned. Turenne happening to be killed as he cu/i oppo- 
xns viewing his batteries,. left Montecuculi matter of the field, fes Tu - 
and the French army, as if it had loft its foul and fpirit, re- renne. 
palTed the Rhine with fome lofs, being purfued by Montecu- Death of 
culi. After this, the Imperialijls befieged Triers by way of di- Turenne. 
verfion to the French , and the latter were defeated in endea¬ 
vouring to relieve the place, which furrendered thfc 20th day 
after the trenches were opened. 

Notwithftanding this advantage, the houfe of Anjiria mutt 
have funk under that of Bourbon had it not been bravely fup¬ 
ported by the ele&or of Brandcnburgh and the other proteftant 
princes, who prevailed with the Danes and the Dutch to at¬ 
tack Sweden. The bittiop of Munfler took Bremen and claim¬ 
ed to hold it, being fupported by the emperor; but the difpute 
between him and the proteftant princes on that account was 
fettled by commiflaries from the emperor. Mean while the 
French carried all before them in the Lotv Countries , but 
MontccuculF s age and infirmities obliging him to refign the 1676. 
command of the army, he was fucceeded by the brave duke of The duke 
Lorrain , who defeated the French in diface, and befieged and of Lor ram 
took Pbilipfbourg, which capitulated on the 10th of Septem- made ge- 
ber. After this, he forced the duke of Luxembourg , the French nera! of 
general, to repafs the Rhine. The duke of Saxe Eifenach was, the tape- 
the fame campaign, obliged by the French marfhal Crcqui , to rtulip. 
lay down his arms, and to promife not to refume them againft 
France , during the remainder of that campaign. The elector 
of Brandenburgb and his allies, in the mean while, took Sietin 
from the Swedes , together with the ifle of Rugen , and the 
city of Stralfuncl, and drove them out of Pomerania. While 
the eledtor was preparing to follow thofe blows, the French 
over-ran Juliers , and took Aix-la-Cbapelle, The duke of 
Lorrain , after the duke of Saxe EifenacUs difafter, pafled the 
Rhine. , and obtained fome advantages over the French ; but 
having orders to put his troops into winter quartets, the French 
took that opportunity to befiege and take Friburg and fome 
other places, and both armies going into winter quarters, the 
duke of Lorrain went to Vienna , where he efpoufed the em¬ 
peror’s fifter, the princefs Eleonora. This winter, the marquis 
of Brandenburgb compleated the conqueft of Pomerania by 
taking Gripfwcild. In May 1678, the duke of Lorrain fought i6;8» 
to bring the French to an engagement near Brifac , and obliged 
them to retire into Aface , after failing in a defign they had 
upon Strajlmtrg. The true intention of the duke of Lorrain 
was to have befieged Friburg , but that brave prince was this 
year moft fcandaloufly fupported by the court of Vienna and 
its allies. T he marquis of Brandenburgb and his Danijh ma- 
jefty were intent upon making conquefts upon the Swedes , and 
fettling them. The Dutch wifhed for a peace, and the other 
German princes were tired of war; but above all, the em¬ 
peror’s finances were in moft wretched order, and he minded 

nothing 
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nothing fo much as to tyrannize over and enfiave the Hum. 

riansy fo that the duke of Lorrain was, this campaign, defti! 
tute both of money and magazines. * 

The oppreffions of the Hungarians were fo great, that thev 
at laft took arms, but the emperor fent 10,000 men to fupport 
his general Spankau in that kingdom. Leopold , about the 
fame time, fupprelfed the office of palatine of Hungary , as 
being too independent, and appointed a viceroy to govern that 
kingdom. The Turkijh bafhaws and governors fupported and 
encouraged the malcontents, of which Leopold complained at 
Conjlantinophy but received very little fatisfa&ion. At laft 
Leopold ordered fome of the chief malcontents to repair to Vi¬ 
enna , where the office of Palatine was reftored, but not the 


power; and 
the Hung 


Hu 


Imperial 

ms faw their ruin was refolved upon 
Tranfylvania , fent the malcontents 
mmand of Emeric , count Tekeli. one 


Abaffi, 


was 


but 15 years of age, to avoid the implacable refentment of the 
court of Vienna , fled to Poland , where finding no protect ion, 
he returned to Tranfylvania ; where, by his great capacity 
and fervices, young as he was, he became Abaffi's general and 

chief minifter. Tekeli beine now at the head of 12.000 men. 


entered Upper Hungary , and dec 
tector of that kingdom, and obi 
tire under the cannon of Ep 
manifeftos, invitine the Huntran 
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e Imperial army to re- 
Tekeli then publifhed 


vours to recover their antient rights ; and his army encreafing 

Epcriesy defeated count Lcjley the lm- 

dominions in that 


perial genera), ravaged all 


Aufr 


t neighbourhood, ar.d cut off fevcral bodies of the Imperialijh , 
to whom he gave no quarter. This humbled the court of 


Vienna 


I 

malcontents. 


Hi 


he bifhop of Strigonia , 
ive the demands of the 
fhould be reinftated in 


their religion and privileges, and that their diet fhould have 
the powder of chufing their palatine. They threatened, at the 
fame time, if their demands w r ere not granted, to put the 
Turks in pofieffion cf their cities cn the mountains. Leopold 
was obliged to temporize till his armies being reinforced, the 
malcontents thought proper to conclude a truce. 

Charles II. king cf England , at this time, offered his media¬ 
tion to the European powers who were at war, and it being 
accepted of by the Dutch , Nimrguen was appointed for the 
place of negociation. The plenipotentiaries accordingly met 
there. The French king demanded that Tranche Comte fhould 
be annexed to his dominions forever, together with part of 
the Spanijh Flanders and Fribztrgy but offered to return Phi' 
lipjbourg and its dependencies to the emperor, and to reftore, 
but upon very inadmiilable terms, Lorrain to its duke. The 


ftrong oppofiti 


terms, but all was 


in 
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^ Vain. The Englijb mediators were partial in favour of the 

French; the Dutch had actually figned their own peace, and 
lewis was preparing to unite his whole force againft the em¬ 
pire, fo that Leopold was obliged to give way, and his pleni¬ 
potentiaries figned likewife. The elector of Brandenburgh , 
who had a< 5 ted fo generous a part againft the common enemy * 
was obliged to reftore the conquefts he had made upon the 
Swedes, and to accept of 300,000 crowns by way of indemni¬ 
fication. He complained loudly of his treatment, and ex-^ 
claimed againft the States General for having given him up 
as a prey to France , but they pleaded their inability to 
fave him. 

During the treaty of Nimeguen, Van Gale , the turbulent Bilhop of 
and warlike bilhop of Munjler , died, and his fucceflor was Munjier 
obliged to reftore all his part of Bremen and Vcrden which he reftotes 
had taken from the Swedes. Leopold concluded a peace at Bremen. 
the fame time with the crown of Sweden, though the elector 
of Brandenburgh and the king of Denmark protefted againft 
the treaty, as being entered into on the part of the emperor 
in breach of his engagements with them. Sixteen thoufand 
Swedes under Horn invaded Prujjia , great part of which they 
ravaged with fire and fword. But though it was then the 
dead of winter, the elector put himfelf at the head of 9000 
men, and drove the Swedes out of his dominions with fuch 
llaughter, that fcarcely 3000 of them returned home. The 
French king refented this fo greatly, that he was preparing to 
fall upon the ele&or with a very fuperior force, and had even 
entered upon hoftilities, when he thought proper to conclude a 
peace on the terms prelcribed by the French, and his example 
was followed by the king of Denmark. It v/as now evident that 
the French king had concluded the peace of Nimeguen with a 
moft wicked intention. He ordered chambers of re-uriion, as 
they were called, to be ere&ed at Brifac and Metz, by which 
he propofed to annex to his crown, the whole frontier of the 
empire in that quarter, as belonging to the cities and ftates 
which had been ceded to him by the treaties of Wcjlphalia and 
Nimeguen, and many of the poflelTors of thofe fiefs fearing to 
lofe them, actually performed homage to him, as holding of 
his fovereign court of Brifac. This was followed by a vaft Tnfblence 
train of otties opprefiions and ufurpations, and it was thought of the 
byfome, that he intended, as king of France, to claim the French 
empire in right of Charles the Great, though he never explicitly * 
owned his intention. The king of Sweden and the elector 
Palatine refufed to pay him homage for the eftates thejftheld 
in diface, for which they were adjudged to be forfeited. The 
affair was carried before the diet at Katifbon, where the king’s 
and eleclor’s complaints met v/ith a cold reception, fo afraid 
were the princes of reviving the war. A negociation,. how¬ 
ever, followed at Franckfort, but both parties employed the 
intermediate time in preparing for war. 

V 0 l. IX, Q 
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who feize Lewis XIV. pretended that Strajbourg was part of Alfua 
Utrajburg. and moft perhdioully feized it, but fuffered the proteflants to 

retain the exercife of their religion. The ambitious views of 
France could now be no longer concealed, and a powerful 
confederacy was formed againft Lewis , confiding of the cir¬ 
cles of Franconia and the Upper Rhine , the ele&ors of Saxony 
and Bavaria, the landgrave of HcJJ'e Cajjel, and the dukes of 
Lunenburg, within the empire; and the crown of Spain and 
the States General without- The debtor of Brandenburg!) had 
his rcafons, arifing from the conjunction between the emperor 
and i Sweden, for oppofing this German confederacy; and he 
pretended, that without the confent of the Germanic body,' 
the emperor could not make the empire a party in the war! 
He was joined by the king of Denmark and the bifhop of 
Munjier , and they formed a league for preferving the tranquil- 
lity of the empire. The emperor was foon obliged to wink at 
the encroachments of France, that he might oppofe the pro- 

grefs of the Turks in Hungary, an account of which the reader 
S^e Vol. meet with in a former part of this work. When the 
VIII. p. fuccels of Tekcli was fuch that it was evident the infidels 

intended to befiege Vienna, Leopold applied for affiftance to 
Sohicjki, king of Poland, who generoufly overlooked all his 
differences with the houfe of Aujlria, and promifed to affift 
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Affairs of him if his capital was attacked. 
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ttgary 


Mean while, Tekeli was, by 
the Porte, declared king of Upper Hungary, and the fultan 
publifhed a manifefto, taxing the emperor with his perfidious 
treatment of the Hungarians, who were protected by the 
Porte. Leopold now forgot his quarrel with France, and the 
oppofing the Turks became the common caufe of the empire, 
if not of Chriftcndom. The duke of Lorrain was called from 


ot Lorrain 
retiies be¬ 
fore the 
L arks. 


his government of the Tirolefe to take upon him the command 
Ibid. 240. of the Imperial troops at Prejburg. He immediately laid fiege 

to Neuhanfel, but the Turks were in motion in fo many dif¬ 
ferent quarters, that he raifed the fiege and pafled the Rid , 
that he might cover the frontiers of Moravia . 

The duke The Turks employed their Tartars in cutting off the fup- 

plies from the Imperialijls , but the latter obtained many ad¬ 
vantages over them while they were marching through the 
mountains of Raab. Their numbers, however, were fo great, 
that the duke of Lorrain, who had not above 24,000 men un¬ 
der his command, was forced to retire under the cannon of 
Vienna, from whence the emperor retired to Lintz on the 13th 
of July. The reader, in the place referred to, will meet with 
a full account of the fic-ge of Vienna by the Turks , which 
proved fo glorious to all the Chriftian powers who were con¬ 
cerned in raifing it. It is fufficient to obferve here, that while 
that fiege was forming, the duke of Lorrain, being cut off 
from all communication with Vienna , retook the town of 
Prejbitrg , and beat Tekcli in feveral encounters. The defence 
made by Siarcmbcrg and the garrifon of Vienna was very glo¬ 
rious i but it is uncertain how much longer thev could have 

y held 
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held out, had not the infidels been attacked at the very time Siege of 
they were, by the king of Poland and the duke of Lor rain, Vienna 
and forced to a precipitate retreat, but without great lofs on raifed by 
either fide, though it undoubtedly was more than a victory to the king 
the Imperialijls. After the dar T 

to Vienna , and next day had an interview with his deliverer, and the 
the king of Poland ; but it palled, without warmth of acknow- duke of 
iedgment or gratitude, in a ftupid formal ceremonial, nor would Lorrabu 
Leopold relax one pun&ilio, notwithftanding the infinite obli¬ 
gations that Sobiejki had laid him under. The latter magnani- 
moufly overlooked all this, and in a few days he joined the 
duke of Lorrain and the elector of Bavaria in compleatly de¬ 
feating the Turks , who loft 10,000 of their beft troops in the 
plains of Mohafrz. Leopold, inftead of improving the con- 
fternation of the infidels, as he might have done by march¬ 
ing his victorious army to the very walls of Conjlantinople, con- 
fulted how to be revenged upon the Hungarians, by again re¬ 
ducing them to a ftate of flavery. He had taken Gran, and 
was matter of both fides of the Danube as far as that place, 
and Sobiejki was earned: for his coming to an accommodation 
with the Hungarian malcontents. The duke of Lorrain was 
of the fame opinion, and the heads of them were invited to 
a conference in the duke’s tent. The malcontents relaxed 
nothing of their former demands, but rather rofe upon them, 
and Leopold feemed to be uneafy till he fhould get quit of his 
allies, that he might have no check upon the full gratifica¬ 
tion of his revenge. The eleCtor of Bavaria, the marquis of 
Baden Dourlacb , and many other princes, had already marched 
home with their armies, and their example was, at laft, fol¬ 
lowed by Sobiejki , who was difgufted with the el00mv fevere 
behaviour of Leopold. 


France . which 


1684; 


merly propofed, was in agitation, and the emperor transferred 4 t ** 
the conferences from Ratifbon to the Hague, which diffatisfied * 1 

the electoral college fo much, that they accepted of the terms , v : t L 

ottered by France . Leopold ftill holding out, the French ge- France 
lieral, Crequi, watched his opportunity and took Luxembourg * 
an id Triers. Leopold was then obliged to agree to the truce 
with France for zo years, and to leave Lewis in pofleffion of 
Strajbourg, Fort Kehl, and all the pofts on the Rhine towards 
that important frontier, the proteftants ftill being allowed the 
exercife of their religion in the places annexed to the French 
crown. Leopold might have prevented thofe Ioffes and morti- 


• r — — v.. Him 

Syrians. The duke of Lorrain had taken Vice^ 

defeated the grand vizier’s army, pafled the I)anule, 

heged Buda. The vizier endeavoured to relieve it, but was 

jjgain defeated, and the city probably muft have been taken, 

had nor the duke of Lorrain fickened : and an infectious kind 
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1685. Early in the year 1685, Leopold prevailed with tlie fhtesof 
Divifions the empire to promife to furnilh him with 35*000 men. The 
in G*r~ pope was to give him money, and the duke of Lorrain was to 
many, command the army. The death of the ele&or Palatine at this 

time created great difturbances in Germany, Lewis XIV. took 
part with the ele&or’s filler, the dutchefs of Orleans , who 
claimed the allodial pofleffions and his perfonal eftate; but the 
allodial pofleffions were, by virtue of the late ele&or’s will 
feized by the duke of Neuburg , as being the chief of the pala¬ 
tine branch, which he was admitted to be by the French 
king, the affair being referred to the arbitration of the pope, and 


duke of Lorrain , at 


Neuburg put in polTeffion 


Neuhai 


The 


Hungary y but the Turks having burnt the lower town of Vice, 
grade , had laid fiege to Gran or Strigonia. The duke ad¬ 
vanced to raile the fiege, and drawing the Turks from their 
intrenchments, defeated them; upon which he took Nen. 
haujel by llorm, and put all within it to the fword with¬ 
out exception. Novigrade , and Lower Vicegrade next fell into 
the hands of the Imperialijls, and the Turks applied to the 
duke for a ceffation of arms. He referred them to the em¬ 
peror, but in the mean time continued his hoftilities againft 
the infidels, whom he drove acrofs the Danube. By thole 
fucceffes, and by the coldnefs of the Turksy who are greatly 
determined by events, the Hungarian malcontents were left 


Cap 


Imperii 


garians ing their country to the emperor, who by offering them an 
diftrefl'ed. amnefty, took off great numbers from Tekeli. That unhappy 

prince had been unfortunate, and therefore in the eyes of the 
Turks he was criminal. Being fufpe&ed of holding a corref- 

'y with the Poles but the Jujlrians, the ba- 


ihaw of JVaradin 


1686. 


executed j and his lieutenant general Patrozzi, iubmitting to 

the emperor, his generals had no farther difficulty in reducing 
Upper Hungary. 

__ In 1686, the campaign there was opened by the elector of 

The lm- Bavaria taking Alba^ Rcgalis , which gave fo much fpirit to the 
tcria-ijh Imperiali/lsy that without waiting for the reinforcements they 
SW/7. expe&ed, they again laid fiege to Buda. The place was ob- 

ftinately attacked and defended, but a breach being made, a 
molt dreadfid carnatre eniued. The rlnlrp. underftanding that 
the grand vizier was advancing, redoubled his fire, and though 
he had already loft 3,000 men in the ftorm, on appearance of 
the infidels van guards he gave orders for a frelh aflault, which 
was carried on with fo much refolution, that the place was 
taken (word in hand, and no quarters given during the Aril 
fury of the alTailants, either to the garrifon or the inhabitants. 
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The infidels then offered peace, but Leopold demanded fix 
millions of ducats, to indemnify him for the expence of the 
war that the Turks fhould evacuate Hungary , and give fatis- 
fa&ion to all his allies. The Porte rejected thofe conditions, 
which Leopold offered to mitigate, that he might be at leifure 
to oppofe the French on the fide of A If ace. T o effe6t this ^ con | 

nurpofe, the ele&ors of Brandenburgs Palatines Bavaria , and deracy 
Saxony, the kings of Siueden and Spain , the circles of Fran- a?a j n [l 

cm ia, and the Upper Rhine , entered into a confederacy with - 
Leopolds to oblige France to ftand by her engagements. This 

did not alter the difpofitions of the French , for invading the em¬ 
pire, by fortifying Hunningen , and building a bridge over the 
Rhine, under pretence that the late treaty which had been 


■ance, 


- 

for their fafety. 


thofe meafures neceffary 


The campaign ftill continued in Hungary 
furks and the Imperialijl 
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of Lorrain and the elector of Bavaria , tho’ entirely to the dif- and 256. 
advantage of the infidels; but every advantage gained over The Tank 


lifts added to the chains of Hung 


The 


dlipi/iw«*r {fates at Prejb„. & , ^ , 

and his court had repaired with great pomp, and required * he 
them to declare his fon Jofeph, a boy of nine years of age, their y x ,A° m 


feph 


Aujl 


The Hun (f 


condition, and fought redrefs of their grievances, but were ot 
obliged to comply, by giving up all their former privileges, Hun l ar )' 
and declaring their crown hereditary, on condition, that 


if the heirs male of 


Aujlria {hould 


they might be at liberty to chufe their own fovereign. All the 
favour they obtained from the emperor, was, that the crimi¬ 
nal chamber of Eperiesi hould be fupprelTed, after it had put to 
death almoft every man in Hungary , who had dared to ftand 
up for the liberties of his country. The ele&or of Bavaria 
was then prevailed upon to take upon him the chief command 
of the army againft the infidels, during the duke of Lorrairis 
indifpofition, and the reader may in another part of this work Vol.VIII, 
be informed of the great fuccefl’es that attended the chriftian p- 264. 


arms this year 


Hung 


and 


after a vaft (laughter of the infidels. 

Furjl ‘ ‘ ‘ 


their taking Belgrade , 


the Campaign 
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many 


French , been chofen eledlor of Cologne , but wanting the ne- in Ger- 
ceflary qualifications, the pope preferred to him 

ment of Bavaria ; and the duchefs of Orleans had _ _ 

fatisfied in her claims upon the Palatine eftate. Thofe two- 
points gave France at this time a handle for breaking the truce, i6S8* 
and recommencing hoftilities upon the Rhine. The dauphin 
was fent at the head of an army towards Cologne , and took. 

n ' Lewis offered peace to Germany , if the 
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phalta and Nimeguen , were fecured to him by a perpetual 

peace. But this was in effedt, according to his interpretation 

of thofe two treaties, demanding the fixth part of the empire 
in fee, and the conditions being rejected, the French troops 
fell into the Palatinate , and became matters of Mentz , Man- 
heim , Frankcndal , 'Triers , Spire , and Wwins . All Europe now 
thought that Lewis XrV. aimed at univerfal monarchy, and 
proteftants and catholics were equally concerned in putting a 
flop to the progrefs of his arms. The prince of Orange , 
William III. who was then upon the throne of England , the 
eleettor of Brandenburg , and the duke of Zell, all of them 
princes of great abilities and ttrmnefs, had formed a plan for a 
general confederacy againft France . This project was too 
much in favour of the emperor for him not to accede to it. 
The eledtor of Saxony , the landgrave of Heffe , the duke of 
Hanover , and many other princes of the empire did the fame; 
the ftates of Holland became capital parties in the alliance; 
England , Spain , Denmark , and Siveden, became fo likewife, 
and every contracting party took his fhare in the war. The 
troops of Saxony , He£e , and Hanover , covered Frankfort , an 
army of Imperialijls marched to the Rhine , the Branden- 
burghers to Wefel, and about 3000 men were thrown into 
Cologne , while the ttates of Holland fent troops into Juliers, 
and endeavoured to fecure fuch places in the electorate of 
Mentz, as the French had not yet feized on, and the fafety of 
the other parts of the empire, were in the like manner pro¬ 
vided for, while the diet at Ratijbon declared Lewis to be an 
enemy to the empire. 

Three great armies were formed, befides that in Hungary, 
which was commanded by prince Lewis of Baden. Thirty 
thoufand men were to act under the elector of Brandenburg 
on the Lower Rhine j 30,000 were to aflemble under the 
elector of Bavaria at Heilbron -on the Upper Rhine, and 
40,000 under the duke of Lorrain aflembled at Frankfort. 
The execution of thofe mighty enterprizes was. wretched. 
The avarice and indifference of the Imperial court had fuffer- 
ed all the neceffaries of war to run to ruin ; no care had been 
taken to provide boats and materials for bridges, the magazines 
were deftitute of provifions, and the fortifications of artillery, 
while the French were provided with every requifite that could 
render war fuccefsful. This difference exhibited to the world 
a melancholy but linking proof of the vaftluperiority which 
a fingle and abfolute direction gives in war, compared to the 
difunited efforts of different heads, fome of them, perhaps, 
dii'agreeing upon the mott important points of condudt, if not 

of intereft. 

The French threw into Mentz a garrifon of 12,000 men, the 
allies reinforced that of Coblentz, and their princes afiembling, 
fnftead of proceeding directly to action, fpent their time in 
fettling idle ceremonials ; but at Iaft they refolved to befiege 
Mentz, where the French marfhal D’ Uxelles commanded 

* * This 
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This fatiguing fiege lafted feven weeks, and the place fur- Men's: 
rendered on the 8th of December ; the garrifon marched out taken by 
rvith the honours of war, as did that of Bonn , which was the Ge>~ 
about the fame time befieged by the elector of Brandenburg ; mans. 
and after this their army went into winter quarters. In 
Hungary, the prince of Baden defeated the Turks in three en¬ 
gagements, and took Niffa and Widin. 

In i6qo, an ele&oral diet was held at Aug/burg , for chufmg Vol.VIII. 
Jofepb, king of Hungary , king of the Rojnans , which he was p. 282, 
on the 24th of January ; the electors agreeing to the meafure, &c. 
rather from the neceffity of the juncture, than any affection 1690. 
they had for the houfe of Aujlria , which they now confidered Archduke 
as endeavouring to render the empire hereditary in itlelf. The Jofepb 
fucceffes of the Aujlrians in Hungary , this year, gave great cliofen 
fpirit to the confederacy, the princes of which met at the king of 
Hague-, with king William at their head, and formed one of the Tee¬ 
the moft auguft aflemblies that Europe ever beheld. The brave mans. 
duke of Lorrain was now dead ; he was fucceeded in his 
command by the elector of Bavaria, who was to a£t upon 
th t Rhine, while the elector of Brandenburg was to head an¬ 
other army, in the neighbourhood of Cologne■ The French 
army was equal in number, and commanded by the dau¬ 
phin; fo that it was expedkd the fate of Europe would 
depend upon the enfuing campaign. The duke of Savoy about 
this time was fo exafperated at the infolence of the French , 
that he acceded to the grand alliance. He was a brave and a 
ufeful ally, but the unfortunate events which happened to the 
emperor in Hungary this year, forced Leopold to withdraw his 
troops from the Rhine , and the French were fo a£tive, that to 
the inexpreffible lofs of the common caufe, they became this 
year mailers of the greateft part of Savoy and Piedmont : At laft 
the duke of Schombcrg , and the famous prince Eugene of Savoy , 
having overcome all the difficulties which the corruption and 
Hownels of the Imperialifls had thrown in their way, preferved 
to the duke the remaining part of his dominions. On the 
Rhine, the allies, who continued there to be very weak, were 
beat by the duke de Lorges , who took the duke of JVirtcmberg 
prifoner, laid his country under contribution, and obliged 
the landgrave of Heffe to repafs the Rhine. Had the French at „ 
this time purfued their conquefts in Germany, that body mull y ai pP a, S n 
have been brought to the brink of deftrudlion. But the va - m 
nity of Lewis XIV. impelled him to form the fiege of Na?nur , 
which was covered by marfhal Luxembourg with 70,000 men. 

The allies under king William, and the elector of Bavaria , 
being reinforced by iz,ooo Hanoverians , unexpe&edly attack¬ 
ed the French at Stein kirk, but, after an obftinate difpute, 
they were defeated and forced to retire. 

It is impoffible to exprefs the horrid barbarities committed all 
this time by the French armies in Germany , eipecially in the Pa - 
htinate, which from one end to the other was a continued blaze, 
and prefented fccnes of butchery and mifery; but an event 

O 4 now 
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now happened of th 
concerns of Germany. 


internal 


<vtr* 


A ninth The houfe of Lunenburg had been of infinite fervice to the 
electorate empire, and Gearge-William duke of Ze//, one of the moft 
erefted in accomplifhed princes of that age, had diftinguilhed himfelfby 
favour of his oppofition to France , efpecially in the year 1675 and 
the houfe 1676. We have already mentioned him as one of the glo- 
of Ham- nous triumvirate, who formed that grand confederacy againft 

Levjis , and king William paid him two vifits in perfon, to 
confult him upon his expedition againft England. Dying 
without any male iffue, his daughter was married to his 
nephew Georgc-Lewis , afterwards king of Great Britain, and 
fon to Ernejl duke of Hanover, Ernejl-Augiiftus , by his 

ceconomy and large pofleflions, was one of the moft power¬ 
ful princes in the empire. He kept up a Handing army of 
10,000 foot and 5000 horfe in his own dominions, beiides 
whom, he had confiderable bodies of troops acting in Hungary 
and the Morea, againft the infidels, and on the Rhine and in 
the Netherlands againft the French. The vaft eminence of the 
duke of Zell , in the empire, had caufed his houfe to be men- 
.4689. tioned in the electoral diet in 1689, as proper to be ereded in¬ 
to a ninth electorate; but he being then old, and having no 
male iffue, he transferred all his intereft to his brother Ernejl, 
The relation of the latter to the royal family of England, 
by marrying the neareft proteftant heirefs of the crown, en¬ 
gaged king William fo ftrongly in his favour, that he repre¬ 
sented to Leopold the necefiity of attaching to the grand coni 
federacy the family of Lunenburg. Lewis XIV. equally fen- 
fible of his importance, made great offers to George-Lmis, 
which he rejected, and continued to diftinguifh himfelf at the 
head of his father’s troops, either againft the Turks or the 
French , and in the year 1692, the emperor agreed that his 
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was feconded by the electors of Saxony and Brandenburg,, but 

oppofed by the other electors, and the college of the cities. 

Leopold , on the 19th of December , without regarding the op- 

pontion, gave him the inveftiture of the electorate; but it 

was pronounced to be null by the diet of Rati/bon, as being 

contrary to the fundamental lav/s of the empire. The 

new elector, as an acknowledgment for the honour done him, 

engaged to furnifli 6coo troops to ferve againft the Turks , and 

3000 againft the French, and from the time of his receiving his. 

inveftiture, he was looked upon as an eleCtor. 

The French and Turks were all this while gaining ground,^ 

chiefly through the floth and dilatorinefs of the court of 


with the Vienna. The former* had rejected a propofal of peace, lent 
'lurks and them by Leopold, in the beginning of the year 1693, and foor\ 
the French, after the French puffed the Rhine and took Heidelberg, which 
• fan 1 furrendered on the 24th of May. Their general de Lorgii 


was then upon the Nec 
himfelf. 


Their intention was to have forced the prince of 

Baden's 
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fallen’s intrenchments near Otmarjheim ; but after two at¬ 
tempts, in which they were repulfed with lofs, they retreated, 
part of their army marching to Piedmont, and part to Flanders , 
while a few remained in the dutchy of Wirtcmberg , from, 
whence, however, they were foon driven by the Germans. In 
panders, Luxembourg took Huy, and beat the allies at Lan¬ 
din', and in Piedmont, the French general, Catinat, beat the 
duke of Savoy, who attacked him againft the opinion of the 
great prince Eugene. In Hungary , the duke of Cray com- Vol.VIII 
jnanded the Imperialijls , and attempted to retake Belgrade , p. 294, 
which had again fallen into the hands of the Turks ; but he &c. 
was obliged to raife the fiege, while king William laboured, 
but in vain, to make peace between the Othmans and the Ger¬ 
mans. In the winter, the duke of Croy having clofed the 
campaign, repaired to Vienna , where he laid before the em¬ 
peror, the neceffity of adling with greater vigour againft the 
infidels, but all the effect his remonftrances produced, was to 
load the hereditary dominions with new taxes, which were 
funk in the pockets of thofe who levied them, without con¬ 


tributing to the public fervice. In fhort, the Imperial finances 


were at this time in fo miferable a condition in Hungary , that 
the troops and garrifons were in danger of revolting or muti¬ 
nying. In Germany the princes were diSatisfied upon many jyp. 
accounts; but complained chiefly of the duke of Hanover’s r 1 con “ 
inveftiture; and it coft England and Holland immenfe s . P re ~ 
fums to maintain the credit of the Imperialifls in Italy and Ir? 1 in 

if mrxe time T. conic 'nroc CVftUlfty* 


Flanders. But if Leopold was thus diftreffed, Lewis was far 
from being at eafe. The prodigious armies he was obliged to 
feep on foot, and the badnefs of the late harveft, had laid his 
kingdom under vaft mifery, and he laboured hard to bring 
about either a general or a feparate peace with the confede¬ 
rates; but he ftill ftuck to terms which they rejected. A dis¬ 
pute about the fucceflion to the bifhopric of Liege , gave the 
French a frefh handle for embroiling the affairs of the empire, 
but the difpute was determined in favour of the elector of 
Cologne. 

In Flanders , the allies attempted to penetrate by Pont 
iEfpieres into French Flanders, but were prevented by the vigi¬ 
lance of the dauphin, and marfhal Bouflers, while king William, 
took Dixmuyd and Huy, by which they loft all their footing in 
the bilhopric of Liege. Upon the Rhine , prince Lewis of 
Baden made fo good a figure, though with an inferiour army, 
that the marfhal ^ Lorges thought proper to retire, after ruin¬ 
ing the neighbouring country. Upon this the confederates 
made a fudden irruption into Aljace , where they laid the 
French acqui fit ions under heavy contributions, and finding 
that the French were preparing to furround them, they re- 
crofled the Rhine. The fuccefs of the houfe of Hanover 
feems, about this time, to have encouraged the elector of 
Brandenburg to apply to the emperor likewife, for an aug¬ 
mentation to his dignity. Many difputcs of a long ftanding 

had 
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had fubfifted between his houfe and that of Aujlria , concern, 
ing certain fiefs in Si left a and Bohemia ; but thofe differences 
The elec- were now fettled. The elector gave up to Leopold the circle of 
tor of Schwiebus , and in return received the title of King of Prt/fui 

Branden- the reverfion of the principality of Eqft Friejland , the barony 
burg made Limburg , and a promife of being paid 250,000 florins, and 
king of that a new proteftant deputy fhould be admitted into the Julie 
Pruffia. council. In the winter of the year 1695, a faint attempt for 
ido'-. a general peace was made under the mediation of Sweden ; 

but that blowing over, king TVilliam befieged and took 
Namur in fight of the French army, and ordered marlhal 
Boufers who commanded in it to be arrefted, by way of re- 
prizal, for the detention of the garrifons of Fumes and Dixmuyi 
Upon the Rhine , the campaign this year was almoft entirely 
paflive, both armies lying on the defenfive, and nothing hap¬ 
pening but a few fkirmifhes. In Hungary , the Imperial^ 
had built fome veflels upon the Danube , but they were ufeleis 
for want of money to pay men for working them; nor could 
the court of Vienna prevail upon its officers to take the field, 
till they had fecurity for their pay; and it was the beginning 
of Augujl before their army there could be put in motion. In 
the mean while, the Turks attacked and defeated Veterani, the 
Imperial general, upon the frontiers of Tranfylvania , but the 
ele&or of Saxony advancing againft them, they thought proper 
to repafs the Danube. 

The emperor complained heavily, to the ftates of the empire, 
of his being fo ill fupported in Hungary ; but received little or 
no fatisfadtion. In Flanders , and on the Rhine , the campaign 
was fpent, without any remarkable a&ion between the French 
and the confederates, in marches and countermarches, the par¬ 
ticulars of which can be of no benefit to the reader. The Ger¬ 
mans clofed the campaign by a new irruption which they made 
into Alface , where they laid the country under contribution. 
Duke of This indecifive ftate of the war tired out the duke of Savoy , who 
Savoy concluded a fecret treaty with the French , which he afterwards 
makes a called the neutrality of Italy , and he made it no fecret, that if 
peace with the emperor did not evacuate Italy , he was refolved to join his 
thcFrencb. arms with thofe of the French king, and to force him. The 

treaty, which was in the main very advantageous to the duke, 
was ftrengthened by a match between the duke of Burgundy 
and princefs Mary Adelaide of Savoy. The Imperialijls retired 
towards the Milanefe , and the duke of Savoy , who, that fame 
campaign, had commanded them againft the French , now 
commanded the French againft them, and obliged the Germans 
to accept of a neutrality for Italy , upon their being paid 
The Turks 300,000 crowns, in lieu of winter quarters. In Hungary the 
beat the Imperialijls , under the elector of Saxony , were defeated by the 
Imperia- < ^ ur ^ s ‘ After this, the Imperialijls going into winter quarters, 
lids in t: ^ e e l e< ^ or returned to Drefdcn , and agreed to renounce the 
Hur^ar-' proteftant religion, that he might be qualified to be a candi- 

6 •'* date for fuccceding the great SobicJki 3 in the crown of Poland , 

and 
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2nd at the fame time he marched his army towards Warfaiu Vol.VIII. 
to fupport his pretenfions. Great advances were now made p. 306, 
wall parties towards a general peace, but without relaxing and 307. 
in their preparations for war. The French and confederate 
armies faced each other upon the Rhine , but without coming 
w any general engagement, tho’ prince Lewis took Eberenburg . 

In the north of Germany , a difference arofe between the two 
branches of the houfe of Mecklenburg , that of Schwerin , and that. 1 ^ y 
of Strelitz, concerning the fucceffion to the dutchy of Gttjlrow. \ n ■ • 
The emperor ordered that dutchy to be put under fequeftration lenbur l m 
till he mould determine the right of fucceffion. The duke of 
Itrelitz had no objection to that meafure, but having put the 
Swedes in pofleffion of the town of Gujlrow , they for fome 
time refufed to evacuate it, though the emperor had pronounced 
his fentence in favour of the duke of Mecklenburg-Schwerin. 

Some of the directors of the Lower Saxony pretended, that Leo- 
fold’s determination violated the modes of fucceffion obferved 
in that country; but the duke of Streiitz receiving an addition, 
to his revenue out of that dutchy, the matter was compro- 
mifed, and the Swedes retired. 

By this time, the conferences for a general peace were Treaty of 
pretty far advanced at Ryfwick ; but it was thought that the # ybjtch, 
emperor a&ed a very difingenuous part through the whole of ^ 
this negotiation. He was unwilling to fee the grand confe¬ 
deracy diffolved by any accommodation, before he got his 
fecond fon, the archduke Charles , advanced to the throne of 
Spain, which was now on the point of being vacant, by the 
declining ftate of his catholic majefty’s health. The French 
king, on the other hand, having the fame fucceffion in his eye 
for the duke of Anjou , fecond fon to the dauphin, offered very 
advantageous terms to the allies, and proved himfelf a better 
politician than the emperor or his minifters ; for the Englijh , 

Spani/h, and Dutch plenipotentiaries figned the treaty at Ryf¬ 
wick, and at laft the Imperialijls were obliged likewife to ac- 
quiefce in a ceffation of arms, which terminated in a peace, 

France gave up Philipsbourg , Friburg , and Brifac , with fome 
other places, but retained Strasbourg. The re-unions made by 
the chambers of enquiry at Mentz, and other places, were de¬ 
clared void, and the duke of Ncuburg was re-eftablifhed in the 
Palatinate ; but the claims which the dutchefs of Orleans had 
upon it, were referred to the pope. This treaty palled, and 
was concluded, without any ftipulation made in favour of the 
reformed religion ; the emperor not preffing it, France paid 
little or no attention to the reprefentations made by the prote¬ 
ct princes on that head. 

We have nothing to add to the accounts we have already Vol. VIIK. 
given of prince Eugene s campaign againft the Turks iq Hun- p. 311, 
gary, and the glorious vidfories he then obtained over them ; but &c. 
in fad the houfe of Aujlria was now fo much exhaufted, that 
it was unable to carry on even a fuccefsful war, and the famous 
peace of Carlowiiz was, chiefly by the mediation of lord Paget , 

the 
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the Englijh minifter, concluded on the 15th of January, 

In this peace, or rather truce for 25 years, Tranfyhania was 
fecured to the emperor, together with his Hungarian con- 
quells ; and the Venetians, Poles , and Mufeovites, were in. 
eluded as parties. In the mean while, the difeontents of the 
proteftants, at the peace of Ryfivick , Hill grew; but all the 
anfwer that the protellant princes obtained to their reprefenu- 
tions, was, that the religious articles of that peace were 
conformable to the treaty of JVeJlphalia. Ernejl duke of Ha- 
The duke nyuer died in the middle of this year, without having been 
of Hano- admitted into the electoral college, and the fame oppolition 
w made continued again!! his fon, who likewife received the invef- 
aneledor. titure from the emperor. The other electors pretended, that 

this inveftiture was a breach of the Golden Bull, and appealed 
to the kings of France and Sweden, as guarantees to the peace 
of JVeJlphalia. But thofe applications gave very little con¬ 
cern to the emperor, whofe chief dependence was upon the 
friendlhip of the Englijh and the Dutch. 

Succeflion Upon the death of the electoral prince of Bavaria , whom 
to the the king of Spain, who had no hopes of having heirs of his 
crown of own, had nominated for his fucceflor, the treaty of partition 
Spain dif- was concluded, by which the houfe of Bourbon was to have 
pitted. Naples and Sicily, the dutchy of Lorrain, the marquifate of 

Final, and the province of Guipufcoa ; the duke of Lorrain , 
Milan; and all the reft of the Spanijh monarchy was to de- 
feend to the archduke, as being the iffue of that infanta of 
Spain, who had not, as her elder filler the queen of Front 
had done, renounced all right of fucceftion to the throne of 
Spain. The emperor ftill infilled upon his being heir to the 
whole, and refufed to agree to the treaty of partition, but foon 
heard of the king of Spains death, and that by his will, he 
had left his fuccelTion to the duke of Anjou, the dauphin’s le- 
cond fon. He immediately declared his fecond ion, arch¬ 
duke Charles, king of Spain ; but the French had filled that 
kingdom with their fleets and armies. The emperor claimed 
the Milanefe as a fief of the empire, but the duke of Any:; 
had already been recognized as duke of Milan. A war was 
now inevitable. The emperor filled all Europe with his mam- 
feilos, but the kings of Denmark, Sweden, and Poland refilled to 
declare againlt the French. The parliament of England was out 
of humour with king HllHam, for concluding the partition 
treaty, and the Dutch depended on the refolutions of the 
Englijh, which were foon known to be favourable to the em¬ 
peror. While matters were thus undecided, the elector oi 
Brandenburg offered, upon the emperor acknowledging him 
to be king of Prujfia , to maintain io,oco troops in his fervicej 
and the elector of Hanover ftipulated to continue his con- 


tnig- 


ncy 


Prince Eugene, who had behaved fo glorioufly againft the 

Turks, was by the emperor appointed to command in Itay, 

where the French were very ilrong ; he defeated them at Carp:* 

mid 
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an j repulfed them, with the lofs of ;ooo men, at Ghiara , and Prince 
towards the end of the campaign, he laid great part of Mantua Eugene 
under contribution, and made good his winter quarters upon com- 
the Oglio. The electors of Bavaria, Cologn , and Mont-2 s, niands in 
with the circles of Suabia and Franconia, refolyed upon a Italy. 
neutrality, but with a fecret view of favouring France , the 
two former being brothers and uncles to the duke of Anjou. 

The French king likewife engaged in his intereft, the dukes of 
Jf'clfenbuttel and Saxe-Gotha , and the biftiop of Munjler ; and 
the duke of Saxony would have followed their example had 
the fituation of his affairs admitted of it. No fooner did the 
dukes of Hanover and Z ell hear of the difpofitions of England, 
than they entered with great fpirit into the views of the con¬ 
federacy againft France. They obliged the duke of JVolfen- 
luttel to break off his connexions with her, and transfer his 
troops into the fervice of the confederates. The Englijh and 
Dutch about the fame time concluded a triple alliance with the 
emperor, on the 7th of September, and left the French, who 
were now garrifoning all the Spanijl. Flanders, no more than 
two months time, for giving latisfaXion to the allies; and if it 
was denied, they were to proceed offenffvely with all their 
forces. Upon the death of king William, queen Anne pro- 


fecuted his fehemes ; and both England and Holland declared 



The duke of Bur- 

gundy arrived at the French army on the 10th of June, and i ‘ }ance ' 


took after a liege of almoft two months. 


the French marfhal Boujlcrs was baffled in an attempt he made 
to make himfelf rnafter of Nimeguen, where the great duke 
of Marlborough took upon himfelf the command of the allied 
army. He advanced dircXly towards Brabant , with a view of 
fighting the enemy ; but, at the requeff of the Dutch deputies, 
he contented himfelf with taking renlo, Mafcick, Stevenjwert, 
and Rurcmond, with feveral other places of lei's importance ; 
but highly beneficial to the Dutch to have them wreffed out 
of the hands of France. Boujlcrs , upon this, fell back upon 
Tongrcs in order to guard Liege ; but the allies reduced it like- 
wife, and ftormed the citadel. 

So promifing an opening of the war, encouraged the Ger- Pi ogre fs 
man proteftants to fhake off their neutrality, and a powerful of the 
army of the empire being formed, the command of it was allies, 
given to prince Lewis of Baden, under the kins* of the Romans, 
who took Landau on the 12th of September. The Imperialijls 
then would have attacked the French marfhal, Cati> at, but 
finding him too ftrongly intrenched, the king of the Romans 
returned to Vienna , and left the command of the army of the 
empire to the prince of Baden. The elector of Bavaria had 
by this time declared himfelf in favour of France, and had 
fdzed upon Ulm and feveral other places, by the Imperial 

arm v 
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army being weakened through the detachments it was obligee 
to fend ofF to protect the inferrv .princes of their party. The 
diet was then fitting at Rati/bon, and upon the elefior of B s , 
•varna's defertion to the French, war was declared againft Lewis 
and he was put to the ban of the empire; but the French 
army was fo numerous on the Rhine, that it obtained feveral 
advantages over that of the prince of Bdden. It was com¬ 
manded by de ViUars, who attacked the prince upon his re¬ 
treat, but with lofs to himfelf. The French, after an ob- 
ftinate engagement, were repulfed; but ViUars, by his perfonal 
bravery, regained the day. This battle was fought at Fried. 
Ungen, and the prince of Baden, having received reinforce¬ 
ments, infulted the French army, which repaffed the Rhine, but 
before the end of the campaign they took Tyners and Traerbach, 
while the Bavarians beat count Palfi and became mafters of 
Kempten and WeiJJenberg . 

Succefs of In the mean while the war in Italy was carried on between 

the war in Villeroy the French general and prince Eugeyie, who was very 

Italy, in fupported by the Imperial court, with various fuccefs. The 

prince had formed a dehgn for furprifing Cremona, but when he 
had almolt effetfted it, he was obliged to retreat, tho’ he carried 
off Villeroy, who had been made a prifoner in the town. The 
French after this, becoming greatly fuperior in numbers, the 
prince was obliged to a& upon the defenfive; till a battle 
was fought at Luzzara, in which both Tides claimed the vic¬ 


tory, but the confequences were in favour of the French , who 
made themfelves mafters of Luzzara and Guajlalla. In the 
l 7 ° 3 - year 1703 , the duke of Savoy, being afraid of the French pro- 

grefs in Italy, made an advantageous treaty with the emperor 
Leopold, and declaring for the confederates, the Imperial ge¬ 
neral Starcynberg, after one of the moft amazing marches re¬ 
corded in hiftory, joined him with 15,000 men. In German y, 
the Imperial generals, the counts Stirwn and Schlick, attacked 
Bavaria in different quarters, to execute the ban of the empire 
againft its eledlor, who defeated the two Imperial generals, and 
afterwards got poffeflion of Rati/bon, upon which the diet 
an AJ/jacr. trunfported itfelf to Lintz . ViUars, who commanded the 

French upon the Rhine, took Fort Kehl, with feveral other ftrong 
. places, but was defeated in attempting to force the Gentian lines 
under the prince of Baden to join the ele&or. That jundftion was 
not formed till the 19th of September, and the two generals 
then defeated count Stirum, near Donawert , in his march to 
join the prince of Baden . The French, at this time, had an 
army of 40,000 men upon the Rhine, under the duke of Bur - 
gundy, who took Brifac. 

Duke of On the Lower Rhine, the duke of Marlborough inverted 
Marloe- Bonn, and took it after a liege of 14 days, and then joined 

rough the reft of the confederate army, who had been by the French 

takes obliged to retreat under the cannon of Maejlricht. Being now 

Bonn. fuperior to the French, the allies, at laft, took Limburg and 

IIuv, and, on the 17th of December , Gucldres itfelf furren- 

dered 
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fared to the PruJJians. On the Upper Rhine , marfhal Villars 

having joined the elector of Bavaria , the latter took lnfpruck , 
the capital of the Tirol ; but the vigilance of count Stare?nberg> 
and an infurre£Kon of the Tirolefe peafants, obliged him to de- 
0 f r om his defign, to join the duke of Vendofme , and to eva¬ 
cuate that province. In the mean while, the marfhal Tallard, 
t0 whom the duke of Burgundy had refigned the command of 
his army, prepared to befiege Landau , which the prince of 
jj t S marched from the Netherlands to relieve. Dollard y hav¬ 
ing received a reinforcement of 10,000 men, marched out of 
his lines to fight him, and an engagement followed near Spier- 
bach, in which the confederates were defeated, with the lofs of 
3,000 men, and the marfhal returning to the fiege, Landau 
furrendered on the 16th of November , and on the 6th of De¬ 
cember following, the ele£tor of Bavaria invefted and took 

Augfburg. 

Towards the end of the year 1703, the emperor Leopold 1703. 
found means to bring over the king of Portugal to the grand The king 
alliance, and his fon, the archduke Charles , who continued to of Portu- 
take upon himfelf the title of king of Spain , paid a vifit to gal ac- 
England , where he was received in a magnificent manner by cedes to 
the queen and court, and failed to Portugal with a fleet, at- the grand 
tended by tranfports carrying about 9,000 Englijh and Dutch alliance, 
troops, who were to affift in placing him on the throne of 
Spain. War now raged all over Europe , but we are to confine 
ourfelves to Germany and its neighbourhood. About three 
years before, the famous Ragotjki, who fet up as the cham¬ 
pion of Hungarian liberty, was arretted by the court of Vi¬ 
enna, but making his efcape into Hungary , he formed a new 
party of malecontents, who ravaged the Aujlrian dominions 
to the very gates of Vienna. As a diverfion of this kind was 
of the utmoft prej udice to the common caufe of the confede¬ 
rates, they offered their mediation j but the terms the Hun¬ 
garians demanded, though perhaps reafonable, were thought 
by the court of Vienna to amount to an independency of the 
Hungarians upon the houfe of Aajlria . Ragotjki and the Hun- Progrefs 
gnrian noblemen of his party, were at the head of above 60,000 of the war, 
lighting men, fupported by the court of France. The French 
and Bavarians were mafters of all the polls upon the Neckar 
and Danube \ an array of 30,000 French under count Marftn 
threatened Vienna on one fide of the Danube , while the 
Hungarians inful ted it on the other. In Ihort, partly by the 
obftinacy of the court of Vienna , and partly by the power and 
ftrength of its enemies, all Europe now thought the houfe of 
Aujlria upon the brink of ruin. Marfhal Tallard fought to 
effeft a junction with the elector of Bavaria, but prince Lewis 
ot Baden lay between them, intrenched within the lines of 
Stolbojjen, Kinchel and Behcl. Marfhal Tallard, by a feint 
which he made towards part of Sivijjerland, artfully amufed the 
allies, till he penetrated through the Black Foreji, and effected 

the junction. 


Count 
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Negocia- Count Wratijlau was then the Imperial minifter at London: 
lions at and Leopold , by prince Eugene’s advice, inftru&ed him to re- 
London for prefent to queen Anne , that nothing but the affiftance of Eng- 
relieving land could now fave the empire from perdition; and that it 
the em- was far more agreeable to the fpirit of the triple alliance to 
pire. affift the houfe of Aujlria in its extremity of diftrefs, than for 

their armies to lie on the frontiers of Holland , which were 
in no danger. The duke of Marlborough was then in England^ 
and in confequence of Wratijlau s memorial, he had orders 
to fet out for Holland , where he conquered all opposition 
among the Hates againft marching to the Mofelle at the head 
of a powerful army. The French , at firlt, imagined that he 
intended to penetrate into France by the Mofelle , and endea¬ 
voured to Hop his progrefs by pretending to undertake the 
fiege of Huy, which the duke knew to be in no danger. He 
advanced by rapid marches, and on the road received.an ac¬ 
count that the elector of Bavaria and Foliard intended to 
march direCtly to Vienna , and that a large army of French , 
under Villeroy , was affembling on the Mofelle ; lo incapable 
were the French of entering into the idea of the mighty de- 
fign the Englijh general had formed. Marlborough arrived at 
Coblentz on the 25th of May , and on the 3d of June he ac¬ 
quainted the States General , by a letter, that his miftrefs had 
ordered him to march dire&ly to the relief of the empire, dc- 
firing that their troops might accompany him in the expedi¬ 
tion, which was agreed to. Villeroy , ftill imagining that the 
duke intended to march to the Upper Rhine , took his polls 
accordingly ; and prince Eugene , who was to command a 
feparate army on the Rhine , had an interview with the duke 
of Marlborough , where every thing was fettled with regard to 
the joint command of the latter with prince Lcivis. 

Rapid On the 2d of July , the duke of Marlborough had advanced 
progrefs with fuch rapid marches, that he arrived at Schcllenburg , where 
of tne he beat the French and Bavarians out of their intrenchments, 
duke of but with very confiderable flaughter on both fides. The ene- 
Marlto- my retreated to Donaivert on the Danube , and their lofs in the 
rough, engagement and their flight was computed at above 6,000 

men. The confederates advanced towards Donawert, near 
which they palled the Danube on the 5th of July. The mar- 
fhals Villeroy and Fallard had, by this time, palled the Rhine 
at FortKehL to the affiftance of the elector of Bavaria,xvhovm 
in his turn in a defperate fituation. The confederates had made 
him the molt flattering offers to detach him from his connecti¬ 
ons with France , but all was to no purpofe, though he was 
now in danger of being cut off, even from his own electorate, 
which the confederates ravaged in a molt unmerciful manner. 
Though fome have praifed the firmnels of the duke of Bava¬ 
ria on this occalion, yet the duke of Marlborough complained 
that he had amufed him with a negociation, only that he 
might get time for the French to join him. Neither the tears 

nor fufferings of his fubjeeb could move him to accept of the 

x tewns 
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terms offered him by the allies; and notwithstanding the 
vigilance of prince Eugene , he was joined by Tallard at Bibc- 
ncb near JJbn , with 22,000 men. The duke of Marlborough 
lay then with his army at Friburg , but immediately moved 
his camp, and advanced againft the enemy, whom he found 
advantageoufly encamped near Hochjlet , their right flank be¬ 
ing covered by the Danube and the village of Blenheim , and 
their left by that of Lutzengen. Some days before, the duke of 
Marlborough and prince Eugene had contrived to detach prince 
Laois of Baden to undertake the fiege of Ingoljladt , as they 
were afraid that he was too cautious to agree to the defperate 
fervice they were about. Many reafons determined them to 
lofe no time in bringing on a general engagement, though the 
general officers under them reprefented it as impracticable 
without the ruin of the army. The adtion began about nine who wins 
in the morning of the 13th of Augujl , and after fome canon- the battle' 
ading, the duke of Marlborough ordered the morafs in the of Tien- 
front of the French to be pafled, in order to begin a general helm. 
attack. This was performed with fo much intrepidity by the 
Englijh , and fome HeJJian battalions, that though part of the 
Englijh infantry at firft received a check in attacking the vil¬ 
lage of Blenheim , yet the cavalry, whom the French did not 
endeavour to obftrutft, having pafled the morafs, the battle 
became general. The Englijh carried all before them where- 
cver they attacked, and at laft, in a manner, fliut up the flower 
of the French army in the village of Blenheim. Tallard wanted 
todifengagethem, but they were fo hardly prefled by the con¬ 
federates, that they no longer obferved any order of battle, 
but ran towards a bridge upon the Danube , into which great 
numbers of them were puihed, and perifhed. In their rout, 
marfhal Tallard , and many of the general officers under him, 
were made prifoners. Prince Eugene , who was engaged 
againft the elector of Bavaria , had been feveral times re- 
pulfed, but returning always undauntedly to the charge, the 
ele&or hearing that the French were defeated, retreated, juft 
at the time the German troops had refolved to defift from any 
more attacks. 


This was one of the nioft important, as well as dccifive, 
batt !es, that had been fought for fome ages in Europe , and it is 
certain, that the vi£tory gained by the allies was owing princi¬ 
pally to that found judgment and cool intrepidity which always 
diftinguifhed the duke of Marlborough , and gave him a fuperi- 
ority even over his illuftrious friend, prince Eugene ; though 
it cannot be denied, that the French generals before the battle, 
had been guilty of a continued feries of mifeondudh The 
duke of Marlborough faw the error they had committed in 
tlhnning their center, and prefied upon that, by which he cut 
off all communication between the body commanded by TaU 
lard and that which was (hut up in the village of Blenheim ■, 
and to this circumftance the confederates owed their vidlory, 
all the troops who remained in th_■ village of Blenheim being 

V 0 L. IX. P obliged. 
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obliged to lay down their arms and furrender themfelves pti- 
Toners. It is difficult to fix, with any precifion, the number 
of troops on both Tides; but it is certain, that that of the con- 
Lofi of the federates was inferior to the French. Ten thoufand of the 
French. latter lay dead on the field of battle, 13,000 were made prifon- 

ers, and befides vaft numbers of the infantry, the greater part 
of thirty fquadrons perilhed in the Danube . The confede¬ 
rates took above 100 pieces of cannon, 24 mortars, 129 co¬ 
lours, 171 ftandards, 17 pair of kettle drums, 3600 tents, 34 
coaches, 300 laden mules, 2 bridges of boats, 15 pontons, 24 
barrels and 8 calks of filver. The lofs of the confederate? 
amounted to 4485 men killed, 7525 wounded, and 273 loft 01 
made prifoners. 

Confe- The battle of Blenheim , which we have dwelt the longer 
quencesof upon becaufe we cannot have fo proper an opportunity of in- 
the battle, traducing it in another part of our hiftory, delivered the em¬ 
pire from immediate deftrudlion, but did not fecure it from 
future danger. The duke of Marlborough lent an exprefs, de¬ 
firing prince Lewis to leave the fiege of Ingoljladl , and re¬ 
join him with his army. Augjburg opened its gates to the 
confederates, and prince Lewis beficged Landau , which af¬ 
ter a moll glorious defence, was furrendered to the allies. 
In fhort, during the courfe of this campaign Bavaria was 
fubdued; Ratijh on, Augjburg, Ulm , and Mcningen were re¬ 
covered, and the duke of Marlborough turned his vi&orious 
arms from the Danube to the Rhine and the Mofelle, where 
befides Lindau, Treves and Traerbach were taken. The vaft 
fuccefs of the confederates under the duke of Marlborough. 
Terved only to raife the pride and obftinacy of the houfe of 
Auftria. Leopold indeed rewarded the duke of Marlborough 
who was by no means indifferent with regard to his own in- 
tereft, with the principality of Mindelhcirn , bccaufe he ex¬ 
pected Hill more important fcrvices from him, but he fuf- 
fered prince LevAs in a manner to force the duke to the liege 
Landauhc- of Landau, which coll the allies near 10000 men in killed 
fiegedand and wounded. The king of the Romans appeared in the con- 
taken. federate camp attended by priclts and jefuifs, and obferveda 

gloomy, fullen, referve towards his bell friends if they were 
proteftants, and was always fure to occupy the poll of honour 
when no danger attended it, while the Roman catholic part of 
the allies behaved in a ‘manner that fhewed them deeply mor¬ 
tified at being obliged to proteftants for their deliverance. 
Indolence Nothing could, however, abate the duke of Marlborough 's 
and dif- ardour for the common caufe. He repaired to the court of 
content of Pmjjia, to prevail with that monarch to fupply the fcanda- 
the Git- lous negleCl which the court of Vienna Ihewed towards the 
■man prin- brave prince Eugene in Italy, where, under infinite difadvan- 
ces. tages, he had been beaten by the French and the duke of Ven* 

define at Cafal. Even the German princes in confederacy with 
Leopold, looked on the fuccefs of the allies with an evil eye, 
as thinking that they ferved only to entail upon them the mi- 

feries 
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ferics of war. The leading men of the republic of Holland 
were difTatisfied with the vaft load impofed upon them by the 
grand alliance, and complained that the glorious campaign of 
1704, v/hich had coft them fo much, had contributed nothing 
to their fecurity. Prince Lewis of Baden , who was a bigoted 
Roman catholic, took every opportunity to mortify the Dutch 
officers, and the circle of Suabia complained that it was unable 
to furnifh its contingent to the common caufe, through the 
ravages it had fuffered both by friends and foes. After the 
battle of Blenheim , the emperor ventured to order the minifters 
of Bavaria and Cologne to leave Ratifoon , which on that ac¬ 
count they threatened with a bombardment, and the emperor 
propofed to transfer the diet to Egra. Such was the confufed 
gloomv ftate of affairs in Germany , even after it was delivered 
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Leopold 
after reigning 46 


1705:. 

vears. Death 

In 1666 he married Maria Terefa , daughter to Philip IV. king ” 

of Spain, and the archduke Charles claimed that throne. 

Upon her death, he married Claudia , daughter to his coufin the 
archduke Ferdinand, and upon her death, he married Eleanor a, 
daughter to the eleilor Palatine. His firft wife left behind 
her only one daughter, Maria Antonietta, who in 1685 was 
married to Maximilian Maria , elector of Bavaria ; it was their ” 
foil who died young, who was deftined to the crown of Spain . 

Leopold, by his fiecond wife, had no iffue who furvived her, 
and by his third, he left two Tons, Jofeph and Charles , and 
three archdutchefies, one of whom was married to the king of 


Portugal. 


Leopold 


His 


and cha- 


lerfon was forbidding and difagreeable, his manners were ra ^. er 
laughty and referved, and his behaviour fuch as proved that ^ 
he thought all mankind created only for him and for the fup- percr [ egm 
port of the houfe of Auftria. He was perpetually furrounded £ 
by Jcfuits, and he had nothing dignified either in his way oH° 
thinking or living. His external appearance as to drefs was 
mean and contemptible, and through the religious gloom his 
mind had contracted, he loved to live in low dark chambers, 
nafty and meanly furnifhed. His great delight lay in hunting 
and mufic, in which laft he is faid to have been a compofer, 
and he was the firft who ever fet German words to opera tunes. 

With all thofe defects of mind and perfon, Leopold underflood 
the Germanic conftitution, and by balancing parties in the em¬ 
pire, he maintained an afcendency in the diet. The crown 
v/as twice fixed when it was tottering on his head, not by his 
own addrefs or courage, but through the alarm which the 
other powers of Europe took at the greatnefs of his enemies. 

Had Vienna been taken by the 'Turks , all Germany and Poland 
muft have followed its fate, and for that reafon they flopped 
in to its deliverance. Had the French broken the power t>f t! 


•■fit 


1704, their empire on the continent mu ft 


P -* 


have 
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more 
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the Great , as they could have given law in Germany , and ntuit 
have been in poffeflion of Spain and Italy* England and /£/_ 
land faW their own danger, and in delivering the houle of 
Aujlria , they delivered themfelves from the yoke of that of 

Bourbon. 


CHAP. XLIX. 
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Succeeded 

by Jnfepb. 


tenng omens 


Jofepb mounted the Imperial throne 
. He fet on foot a negrociation with 


T....... 

garians , and to give it the greater effect, hedifplaced the mini- 
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Hungarians confidered 


cv r 


fufferings in the late reigns, 'Jofepb offered to call a diet, 


where the Hung 
publifh 


thejeft 


ir 


faid had amafled prodigious riches by plundering them ; and to 


confirm 


tfk 


infilled 


offer 


chufin 


and that all places of power and profit in Hungary fliould be 
filled with natives. Tnofe were the unanimous fentimentsof 
the aflembly, but the terms being rejected by the emperor, 
his allies again offered their mediation. Minifters were ac¬ 


cordingly 


T) 


Dur 

Hung\ 


Holland . 


but generally to the advantage of the latter, which encouraged 


Affairs of 


ferences came to nothing 


offers he had made, and 


Upper Hungary , Hcbervillc commanded the Imperiali/I s, 

the em- and railed the blockade of IVaradm , but was obliged to fight, 
phe, under great difadvantages, the army of the malecontents, who 

were intrenched at Scbibo , and who gave way to the intre¬ 
pidity of their enemies. By this victory, Tranfyhania was 
again reduced to the Imperial power, but even that did not 
romoenfate for the dreadful ravages which Lower Hunmh 


malecontents. They 


Auft, 


-|-- , j j / A * - 

terms offered them by the emperor. 

Thole commotions in Germany and Hungary were of inti- 
nite fervice to the affairs of France. Lev/a. with great com- 
pofure, applied himfclf to repair the misfortunes of the bit 
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campaign. He had ftill great refources : his arms were fupe- Supeti- 
rior to thofe of the allies in Italy and Portugal , and Vi liars , ority of 
one of his tnoft fortunate generals, was ftill at the head of a France 
fne army, which had orders to march towards the Mofelle , over the 
while Marjin commanded another upon the Rhine. The elec- allies, 
tor of Bavaria and Villeroy befieged and took Huy, and Liege 
muft have 'likewife fallen into their hands, had it not been for 
the fuperior fortune of the duke of Marlborough , who forced 
the Bavarian lines, and obliged the elector to retire precipi¬ 
tately towards Louvain. By this retreat Huy was again re¬ 
duced by the confederates, and the French and Bavarians in 
thofe quarters, muft not only have been inevitably ruined, but 
Antwerp , Li ere , and Mechlin muft have fallen into the hands 
of the allies, had not the Dutch refufed to fecond Marlborough's. 
vigorous efforts, which gave an opportunity for the elector to 
become matter of Dieft. This was not the only mortifica¬ 
tion that the great Marlborough underwent in this campaign. 

He was ftung with the dilatory proceedings of prince Lewis 
of Baden, who treated him with the utmoft haughtinefs, and 
had even the infolence to complain of him to the courts of 
London and Vienna , and it foon appeared that the French were 
in the fecret of all his intended meafures. The hnperial 
army on the Rhine , at this time, lay at Lauterburg, fo ftrongly 
encamped, that Villars did not think proper to attack it; tho* 
it is acknowledged, that during the courfe of the campaign, 

Villars behaved with great abilities as a general, but he was 
greatly affifted by the obftinacy and jealoufy the Germans and 
Dutch difeovered towards the duke of Marlborough. Upon 
the reparation of the allied army, Villars reinforced the eleitor 
of Bavaria with 30 batallions and 50 fquadrons ; but the prince 
of Baden receiving reinforcements likewife, he obliged the 
French to retire behind their lines at Haguenau , and from 
thence under the cannon of Strajbourg. Upon this, prince 
Lewis formed the fiege of Haguenau , and preffed it fo vigor- 
oufly, that the garrifon muft have furrendered themfelves pri- 
foners of war had not the French governor been unaccountably 
fuffered to efcape, with all his men, by a quarter of the town 
that was not inverted. 


About this time, one of the pope’s officers quarrelled with the Quarrel 
Imperial ambaffador’s domeftics at Rome, who was imprifoned, between 
but foon after fet at liberty. The ambaffador, count de Lemberg , t h e p0 p C 
reported the affair to the court of Vienna , who ordered him anc j t be 
to leave the ecclefiaftical ftate, and the nuntio at Vienna the emperor* 
Imperial territories. Jofeph , in the progrefs of this quarrel, 
afted as if he intended to revive the antient hnperial claims in 
Italy. He demanded that his holinefs fhould difmifs his fe- 


cretary of ftate ; that he fhould banifli his governor of Rome ; 
that fome proceedings againft the archduke’s minifter fhould 
be burnt by the hand of the common hangman ; and that the 
pope fhould not only admit an hnperial garrifon into Ferrara , 
but fend a minifter to apologize for his conduit at Vienna. 
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This quarrel had very bad consequences with regard to the 
electrefs of Bavaria ; file was then at the head of the regency 
of that electorate, and the princes of the empire, who were 
always averfe from feeing their country defolated, or the order 
of fuccefiion to their great fiefs fet afide^ had prevailed with 
the emperor to enter into a compromife with the ele&refs, by 
which the eleCtor was to be confidered in no other light than 
that of a French general. The ele&refs was to receive the 
revenues cf the el ctorate, and the Bavarians were in other 
Barbarity refpeCts to enjoy all their privileges. The pope was a guaran- 
of rhe im- tee to this agreement; but his quarrel with the emperor dif- 
pe ia ijh in abled him from interpofing in favour of the ele&refs, and 
Bavaria, Bavaria was, in all refpe&s, treated worfc than if it had been 

a conquered country ; for the Aii/hians , not contented with 
reducing the inhabitants to the raoft deplorable mifery, even 
broke, in fearch of hidden riches, into the graves of the dead. 
To colour thofe inhumanities, the Avjlrians pretended that 
thi Bavarians in general were treacherous to the Imperial caufe, 
and they went fo far as to order a public appearance of all the 
youths of rhe electorate, that they might be draughted as re- 

f q wed cni ’ fs lf ° r t ^ ie Imperial armies. 

°‘ Thofe opprefitons exafperated the Bavarians into an infur- 

and they joined fome malecontents that were in arms 
in Bohemia. Being about 20,000 in number, they reduced 
lb me places, but as they were defiritute of arms and difeipline, 
they were cafily quelled by the Imperialijls promifing them an 
amnefty, which was mod perfidioufly broken, and nothing was 
feen thro’ all the towns of the electorate, but natives expiring 
upon wheels and gibbets. In fhort, the Aujlrians behaved in 
fuch a maarier as if they were refolved that one half of the 
Bavarians thould be exterminated lay the fword, and the other 
by want and famine. The reader, in other parts of this work, 
will learn the great revolutions which the interpofition of 
Charles XII. of Siveden in the affairs of Poland occafioned in 
the empire, by which Saxony , as well as Bavaria , became a 


feene of mifery, but not to fo great a degree. The emperor 


oy an 2:1 
lb tied io! 
which i > 


reef ion. 


quelled. 


was all this while profecuting the eleClor of Bavaria with the 
utmoil vigour in the aulic council, where he and the eleCtor 
of Cologne were proferibed. The ecclefiaftical dignity of the 
latter procured him fome mitigation of his cenfure, but a price 
was fixed upon the eleCtor of Bavaria 1 3 head, and even his 
children were deprived of their eleCloral titles. 

The duke No feverity could Ihake the ele&or of Bavaria in h'S engage- 
of Bava- ments with France . Villars had obliged the prince of Baden 

to abandon the Sar , and after that the Moter. He then palled 
the Rhine with all the appearance of an ignominious flight, 
leaving behind him his tents, ftores, ammunition, and part 


rta re¬ 
try atr. 


cf his artillery. The confequence was, that Villars took pof- 
feffion of all the traCl from the Moter to Spirebach , and even 
retook Haguenau ; but demands coming thick upon him for 
reinforcements to Italy , he undertook no other meafures of 

5 importance 
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importance during that campaign. The fituation of the em¬ 
peror’s affairs in Hungary craved the like detachments to be 
fent from the prince of Baden’s army to flop the progrefs of 
the malecontents, who had broken into Aujiria , where they 
made an immenfe booty, and laid great part of the country 
under contribution, while other parts of the Imperial domi¬ 
nions underwent the fame calamities. Ragot/ki , at the head 
of 40,000 men, took Strigonia in Lower Hungary by aflault. 

The other malecontent generals, who were likewife at the 
head of armies, met with no oppofition in their ravages, and 
the emperor himfelf narrowly eicaped being made pritoner by 
t'nofe infurgents while he was hunting in the foreft Ebcrdorf. 

In Italy, the affairs of the emperor were equally unfortunate ; The 
the Bourbon general, the duke of Berwick, took Nice , and all G rmans 
piedmont was ready to have been fwallowed up by the French, worthed in 
The fpirit of the Imperialijis was dejected, and 4,000 of their » 
army had deferted upon prince Eugene’s making a journey into 
Germany. His bufinefs there was to concert the meafures for 
delivering the duke of Savoy’s dominions from the French . 

Jsfepb’s mini iters propofed to raife money upon the Bavarians , 
who were already exhaufted. Prince Eugene propofed to bor¬ 
row it from the Englijh upon a mortgage of the Silefia mines. 

This fcheme was adopted, and the money being railed, prince 
Eugene returned to Italy. By this time, the French , under the 
marfhal Feuillade, had inverted Turin , the capital of Piedmont , 
with luch an army as rendered the reduction of it almoft cer¬ 
tain, efpecially confidering the great diftance of prince Eugene’s 
army. In the mean while, the duke of Vendofme had beat 
12,000 Imperialijis under count Raventhu , and prince Eugene 
received the news on the road. The return of prince Eugene 
reanimated the drooping Imperialijis. He collected together 
all the reinforcements he could, and undertook fuch a march 
into Piedmont as the duke of Marlborough had performed in¬ 
to Germany. Leaving the prince of Amalt in Italy, to keep but prince 
the communication with the empire open, he gained three Eugene 
days march of the duke of Orleans and marfhal Marjin y who beats the 
then commanded the French in Italy , and advanced towards French 
Turin. His army was about 28,000 ftrong, that of the duke an( j raifes 
of Orleans, who had joined Feuillade , amounted to above t b e fiege 
40,000, who were attacked and utterly defeated by prince Eu- c f Turin, 
gene. About 1 0,000 French were killed on the fpot, and above 
5,000 taken prisoners, 150 pieces of cannon, and an incre¬ 
dible quantity of all military ftores, befides 3,000,000 of livres 
in fpecie. The confequence of this wonderful victory was, 
that befides Piedmont , Milan , Mantua , and all the places the 
French held in Italy, fell into the hands of the Imperialijis . 

But we are now to return to Germany. 

The campaign of 1705 had been upon the main unfortu¬ 
nate to the confederates, but it was glorious to the duke of 

Marlborough. It was now evident that the mifearriages of it 
had been occartoned entirely by the duke not being inverted 
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with fufficient powers to carry his own ideas into execution, 
This was acknowledged even by the enemies he had among 
the Dutch , and his powers were enlarged during the winter of 
1705, the year 1705, notwithftanding all the oppofition made by the 
1 -o'. Frenchified, party in England, On the 25th of Aprils 1705, 

the duke of Marlborough arrived at the j Hague, and after con¬ 
certing the operations of the approaching campaign with the 
deputies of the States General , he went to Maejlricht, where 
he took upon him the command of the confederate army, con¬ 
futing of 74 batallions of foot, and 123 fquadrons of horfeand 
dragoons, having with them 100 cannon, 20 haubitzers, and 
42 pontoons. The French king not imagining that the con¬ 
federates had been fo ftrong, ordered his general, marlhal 
Villeroy , by all means to venture a battle before the allies could 
be joined by their reinforcements. Villeroy was himfelf brave, 
but incautious and forward, and he paffed the Danube to give 
battle to the duke, who could fcarcely believe his own good 
fortune. On the 2 2d of May , both armies received the rein¬ 
forcements they expe&cd, but the French remained greatly 
fuperior in number. Next morning the confederates moved 
in eight columns to attack the French army under the elec* 
The tor of Bavaria and marlhal Villeroy. The place of battle was 
french At- an aperture of about half a mile, lying between the head of 
feated at the Ghcet , where Ramillies is fituated, and the fide of the 
the battle Mehaigne , and the great ftruggle lay at the village, which the 
of Ramil- French firftgot polTeffion of. The duke weakened his right that 
lies. he might make the flronger impreffion on the enemy’s right, 

which, after an obftinate difpute, was defeated, and the duke 
had .then tjme to fupport the Dutch and the Danes , who had 
been prefled by the fiouffiold troops ; upon which the viftory 
became compleat on the part of the confederates, and it was 
with difficulty that the duke of Bavaria and Villeroy efcaped 
being made prifoners. Eight thoqfand of the enemy’s braveft 
troops were killed in the field, 6,000 were taken prifoners, 
and their Iols in the whole, including deferters and prifoners, 
did not amount to lefs than 20,000 men; while that of the 
confederates was but very inconfiderable. 

The great The French army, defeated at Ramillies , was one of the 
confe- fineft that Leivis had ever fent to the field, and the confe- 
qocecesof quences of the victory were proportionable. To fum up the 
fhe lame, glories of this campaign, in the words of the great Mod- 

borough’s monumental jnfeription, “ Louvain, Brujfels, Maiines, 
Lin e , Ghent , Ouclenardc , Antwerp , Damme , Bruges , Courtrapx 
furrtndered ; O/lend , Alenin , Deadermond, Aeth^ were taken; 
Brabant and Flanders were recovered; places which had re¬ 
filled the greatelt generals for months, for years; provinces, 
difputed for ages, were the conquefts of one furnmer.” 

The victory at Ramillies , once mope faved the empire and 
the houfe of Aujlria \ the former beheld it with coldnefs, if 
not diflike, and the latter with ingratitude. It was enough for 
the princes of Germany if they were fecure from war and 

contributions. 
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contributions, and they made it no fecret, that they were in¬ 
different as to all other confiderations. Though the emperor 
had been delivered and faved by his proteftant allies, yet he 

continued as inexorable as ever, againft all indulgences to that 
religion, till the ftern Charles of Sweden , who then held the 
balance of power in Europe , obliged him not only to make 
conceffions, greater than ever had been made by his family, and 
even fubmiffions, to which the houfe of Aujlria had been al way 
aftranger. An aflembly of the circles of the Upper and Lower 
Rhine, Suabia, and Franconia, met at Hcilbron , and voted to 
rail’e 40,000 men for their own defence, againft the houfe of 
Mina , as well as Bourbon j but Jofeph mewed a fpirit far 
fuperior to any of his predeceffors, fince the days of Charles V. 

By his altercations with the pope, and his refufing the in- Ambition 
veftiture of Milan to his brother, the king of Spain , he plain-of the 
ly difcovered his intentions to revive the Imperial powers in emperor 
Italy. His father had promiied to cede to the duke of Savoy , Jofeph. 
who had behaved fo glorioufly in the common catife, the pro¬ 
vince of Alexandria , and other eftates in Italy j but Jofeph evad¬ 
ed Leopold’s promife, till he was forced to comply with it by his 
allies. His paflion for being mafter of Italy , appeared by his 
agreeing, that Lewis Ihould withdraw from thence his garri- 
fons and artillery, by which the French armies in the Low 
Countries were augmented with 18,000 men, who muft other- 
wife have fallen into the hands of the victorious prince 
hi?ate. 

Prince Lewis of Baden being now dead, the proteftant 
princes demanded the command of the army of the empire, Jr ,c 
tor the margrave of Brandenburg-Bareith, upon a compro- c . . 
mife, that it ihould devolve alternately upon a Roman catho- fupenorin 
lie and a proteftant general. The directory of Mentz ;, and Germany. 
the Roman catholics, objected to the margrave, and the em¬ 
peror took their part, but was at laft obliged to veil the 
command in prince Eugene and the margrave, who were to 
hold it by turns. As the prince was employed in Italy, he 
could not ait in Germany , and thus the command was left en¬ 
tirely with the margrave, who notwithftanding all his fpirited 
emonftrances feconded by thofe of the States General , could 
not aflemble an army of above z8,ooo men, and thofe raw, 
iilcloathed, and ill paid. This was a force very ineffectual 
for oppofing Vi liars, who commanded for the French in Ger¬ 
many, elpecially as he had a prodigious extent of lines to guard ; 
all which, with an immenfe quantity of ftores and ammuni¬ 
tion, together with the whole marquifate of Baden-Dourlach, 
the margrave was obliged to abandon to the French , who laid 
not only that marquifate, but the dutchy of Wirtemberg , under 
leverc contributions. The margrave retired towards Heilbron, 
and Vi liars , without wafting his time on fteges, enlarged his 
contributions, and filled all Germany with terror. The em- 
p£ror Jofeph attributed all thofe difgraces, to the age and in- 
hrmities of the margrave, and the command of the army of 
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the empire was offered to the ele&or of Hanover, but he de¬ 
clined it, and many of the princes publicly declared, that if 
they were not effectually fupported, they muft accept of the 
neutrality offered them by Villars. 

In this d iff refs a diverfion was propofed, and approved of by 
the emperor. The margrave of Bareitb receiving reinforce¬ 


ments, directed his march to the Rhine , with a view of pene¬ 
trating into Aljace , or of drawing Villars out of Germany 
but the latter took his meafures fo well, that the Germans 
were difappointed in both, and the emperor, to prevent the 
circles from doling with the propofals of France , once more 
offered the command of the army to the eleCtor of Hanover , 
with the title of Field-Marjhal, both which he at laft accepted 
of, and the margrave rengned the command, after bitterly re¬ 
proaching the circles for their backwardnefs and treachery, 
which had occafioned all his misfortunes. The elector took 
upon himfelf his new command at Etlinguen , and attempted 
fome meafures of vigour, but being difappointed in the execu¬ 
tion, he went into winter quarters. The fhameful ina&ivity 
of the diet, brought upon the members numerous reproaches 
from the allies during the winter, and, after long debates, they 
came to fome vigorous refolutions, which the ele&orof Ha¬ 
nover was authorized to enforce, by military execution; but 
all was to no purpofe; the circles and cities either refufed 
or evaded the payment; and the entire ftrefs of the war now 
relied upon the Englijh and the Dutch. This backwardnefs 
had almoft ruined the whole confederacy, which was diftreff- 
ed for money in every department of its operations. England , 
at laft, was obliged to fupply all deficiencies, and the duke of 
Marlborough was, by the generous afliftance of the Britijh 
parliament, again enabled to take the field, after having with 
great art and penetration, fixed the king of Sweden in a neu¬ 
trality, with regard to the common caufc. 

On the 13th of May , 1707, the duke of Marlborough ar¬ 
rived at Brujfels , where the rendezvous of the confederate 
army was appointed. The French army was commanded by 
the elector of Bavaria , and the duke of Vendojme , who were 
fuperior in number to the allies, and therefore could not b 
forced to a battle. This campaign afforded no laurels to either 


a 


party, 
October, 


and the duke of Marlborough , in the beginning of 
went to Germany , where he concerted with the 


elector of Hanover , a more vigorous plan of operations for 
next year. Returning to the Hague , the States, upon his re¬ 
port, wrote a letter to the diet at Raiijbon , in which they faid, 
44 That their High Mightineffes would continue to contribute 
their utmoft towards bringing about the great v/ork, which 
they had, jointly with them, undertaken ; but that they ex¬ 
pelled the like from his Imperial majefty and the empire, fee¬ 
ing they were obliged to ifcby their alliances and the common 
intereft; and, in cafe of non-performance, their High Mighti¬ 
neffes protefted againft all the ill confequences thereof.” 

About 
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About this time the court of England planned the glorious Expedi- 
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mg on the wai, and which was defeated only bv the fondnefs unfuccefs 
of Jofeph for extending the Imperial power in Italy. The earl ful. 
of Manchejler was ordered to communicate it to the court of 
fima , and to perfuade "Jofeph to employ upon that expedi¬ 
tion, the troops he intended to fend to Naples. The emperor, 
in the mean while, had been perfuaded to grant to his brother 
the invcfHture of Milan , and the earl prefled the emperor in an 
audience he had, to defer the Neapolitan expedition, but was 


tended it fnould proceed. 
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Zingendorf 


Wiratif 


Enylifh 


kcefs. 


Dutch prevailed. The expedition took place and mifearried, 

becaufe prince Eugene , who was to command it, had been 

nr,wpIu inftru&ed by Joffb, and never was earnefl in its 

Ehe particulars fail more properly under another 
part of this hiftory. 

The preparations made by France , for a flecifive campaign, 170?. 
in the year 1708, were prodigious. The duke of Burgundy Prepara- 
thepreemptive heir of the French crown, a prince of gieat ’ions for 
expectation, was appointed to command their army, which the cam- 

was mhjgh fpirits, on account of the profperous if ate of their paign in 
dfairs 111 Spam> and the mifearriage of the expedition againft 1708. 
lam. The elector of Bavaria , and the duke of Vends!me 
commanded under the duke of Burgundy , and their army 
confined 0r 100,000 men. Jofeph fent prince Eugene to con- 


States 


Marl- 

The conferences were open- 
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ea by the prince, who gave the aflembly a ifate of the em¬ 
perors forces, and after various confultations, between the 
prince and the duke, and fuch of the deputies of the Hates as 
tney could trull, a plan of the enfuing campaign was pro- 
1, 5 but * t being thought abfolutely neceflary, that it fhould 


Hanover 
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l;„, f out ror that court, where they brought his etc&oral 
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uimnalijts employed the year before on the Upp 

uj th F Saxons and Hefftam in the pay of Great Britain ; 

fur Yk 3 the troo P s which the elector Palatine was 
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61 there, under prince Eugene^ in concert 


Nuerquerque, 


Mar lb 07 
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and under him, by 


marfhal 
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rrmce Eugene went from Hanover to Drefden , and from 
,? c , e t0 Ftenna , where, after a conference of a few hours, 

W b acqmefced in all that had been concerted. Upon the duke 

of 
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BruJJeh 


The _ „ . ... . 

French de- derate army in the neighbourhood of that city, and he foon 
feated at put it in motion, but the French continued quiet in their 
Oudeii- camp, with a view that the inhabitants of the SpaniJIs Nether 

ardc* 


-O 

revolt to the duke of . 



Dut i 
popular 


them, and Bruges and Ghent were accordingly eafily taken by 
the French. Upon the arrival of prince Eugene at the confe¬ 
derate army, with fome reinforcements, the French attempted 
to furprize Oudenarde , the only pafs the allies had upon the 
Schelde. This determined the allies to pafs that river and 
attack the duke of Burgundy. _ A battle enfued to the advan¬ 
tage of the confederates, and it was owing to the admirable 
difpofxticus of the duke of Vendofme , that the French army 
was not entirely cut in pieces; but their lofs amounted to 
3000 killed and 7000 taken prifoners; tho’ the lofs of the 
allies was likewife very fevere. The confequcnces fhewed, 
that the allies were victorious, by their taking Ghent and the 
furrender of Ulf.c. But notwithftanding this fuccefs, the 
princes of the empire made no efforts againft the common 
enemy, and every thing remained quiet upon the Rhine. 

The male- Notwithftanding 

con ten ts 
vi&orious 
in Hun- gotjk 

garj. 


Hungary , they were ftill formidable to Jofcph 
!r comolaints, called a diet at Prcsburv. Hei 


and -even during the fitting of the diet, they harraffed, by 
their incurftons, the hereditary dominions, but were obliged 
by the Imperial generals to retire. After this, the m ale con- 


to within 
perial tro< 
Ncuhaufel 


Danube 

Vi 


Ragotfh 


They even fortifyed 
iation, attheheadof 
1 full command over 
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their troops. The profperous ftate of the duke of Anjou s 
affairs in Spain at this time, encouraged the pope to fhewhis 
refemment, for all the ill treatment he had received from 
''Jofcph , who now claimed Parma, and other towns as fiefs of 
the empire, which claim, if admitted, might have extended to 
all the ftates of Italy. His holinefs had the courage, even to 
refufe to acknowledge the archduke Charles , as king of Spain., 
and he excommunicated feveral of the Imperial generals, for 
mifbehaving towards the clergy, and the ftibjedts of the 
church. In fhort, he proceeded in a manner that fhewed 


j ml 


power at defiance. JoJcph 


this occafion, acted with all the fpirit, that the bolJcft of his 
German predeceffors had ever difeovered againft the holy fee. 
He owned in effect, that he was rcfolved to make the Italian 
princes ftnart for the neutrality they had obferved during the 
war, and he even forbade the clergy of Naples to pay their 
annates to the chancery of Rome. In fhort, he ftruck at the 
foundation of all the claims and pofieffions of the papal fee in 
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fajy. His generals then leized upon Ctrmacchio , Magnavaca , 
logo, and Cevali , while the emperor put the dukes of Mantua 
and Montferrat under the ban of the empire, and confifcated 
t heir eftates. This conduct, however, was far from being 
approved of, by the other princes of Europe , and even 
difgufted the proteflant powers in the grand alliance, as it 
plainly indicated, that Jofepb was much more intent upon his 
ambitious views in Italy, than upon fupporting his brother in 
Spain, or oppofing the French in the Netherlands. For the fame 
purpofe, in defiance of all former agreements, he expelled the 
duke of Mantua out of his dominions, tranfported his artil¬ 
lery to Milan, and left him an illuftrious beggar for bread. 
The like opprelfions and cruelties took place in all other parts 
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Englijh and Dutch 


coaft, the pontifical fea-ports were 


threatened with a bombardment. The 
berate upon the very hard conditions, prefcribed by the Im¬ 
perial minifters. They afked for time, but the marquis de Prie, 
who was employed by the emperor, would grant them none, 
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i Spaniards 


fhould 


fhould 


hnperialiji , t j 

geftion, but at the fame time, all mention of the archduke's 
right to the crown of Spain, was induftrioufly avoided on both 
Tides. 

Jofepb was now, by the afliftance of England, pofiefifed of 
vaft power in the empire, and though a bigot to the Rof/ian 
catholic religion, he employed his authority in favour of the 
proteftant intereft. In the beginning of the year 175.9, the 17C9. 
affair of the ninth deflorate, that had been erc&ed in favour The duke 


Hano 


Jofepl 


under deliberation, but met of Hano- 

wr admit¬ 
ted into 


Roman 


Hanover was admitted into the electoral college, after it had the eleflo 


Me, 


ral col- 


| # ■ ' 
ways prefident of the diet, fhould have the caning vote. As lege. 

the conftitutions of the empire required that every eleclor 

fhould have fome menial employment about the Imperial 

palace, the dignity of Arch Treasurer of the empire, vacant 

by the forfeiture of the duke of Bavaria, was conferred upon 


Hanover 


nofterity ftill enjoys. At 
the fame diet, it was decreed, that Jofepb, the emperor, fhould 
have a vote, as king of Bohemia, in the ele£loral college 
All thofe djfpofitions, with the progrefs of the war l’o fatal to 



222 


A negoti 
acion. 


Cam¬ 
paign of 
1709. 


Succefles 
of the 
Freneb 
upon the 
R hi ?ie. 


0 ] 


A GENERAL HISTORY 

France , determined Lewis to apply for peace. As fubmiflivt 
now, as he had been haughty before, he fent Rouille , one v 
his minifters, to implore it, and he was anfwered, that he mi?h 
be permitted to' treat at the Hague. Rouille conduced th( 
negotiation with great addrefs. The Rates of Holland were 
by the French king, left to make their own terms, and wert 
offered any fecurity they pleafed to demand for their barrier' 
but the duke of Marlborough and prince Eugene thought that 
no dependence was to be put on French promifes, however 
fpecious they were, unlefs Lnuis would immediately reftore 
Strajbourg and Lijle, and demolifh Dunkirk , New Brifac. 
Fort Lewis , and Hunningen. 


The conferences were held in 
Holland, and the French minifters made the moft humiliating 
applications to have the terms relaxed, but all being to 
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purpofe. 


Lewis rejected them with indignation. 


no 


The preparations for the operations of 1709, exceeded thofe 
in the preceding years of this war. A famine raged in Franc:, 
which obliged the inhabitants to enter for bread into their ar¬ 
mies, and Lewis feemed determined to ftake his crown upon the 
iVKiii oi that campaign. It has beer, thought with great juftice, 
that the allies acted moft impoliticly in rejediing the French 
ohors ar Gertruydcnberg , becaufe the French were animated 
with indignation into a fpirit of loyalty for their fovercign. 
Vil’crrs commanded the French army in the Netherlands , hut 
it being compofed of new railed troops, though fuperior in 
number to the confederates, he fuffered Teurnay to be taken 
and Mans to be invefted. To raife the ftege, Pillars , whole 
army is faid to coniift of 120,000 men, marched to the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Maiplaquet , where he took up a camp that was 
deemed to be impregnable. Nothing was fo to the EngHJh y t\\Q 
the French that day fought with more courage than they had 
in any campaign linoe the commencement of the war, and 
after being beat out of their intrenchments, they made a very 
fine retreat towards Valenciennes. In this battle of Malpla- 


quet , or of the "Wood, as it is fometimes called, the confede¬ 
rates are faid to have loft above 20,000 men, and the French 
not above 8 ; and all the advantage the former reaped from 
their victory was the taking of Mens ; while the French forti¬ 
fied themfelves in their new camp. The duke of Mariforsugb 
and prince Eugene were feverely blamed, for thus wantoniy 
throwing away fo great a number of valuable lives ; and it 
was fufpedted by fome, they had fought under fuck vaft dit- 
advantages, that they might prolong the war. 

The affairs of Lewis were more prosperous upon the 

Rhine , where the marfhal Dubcurg beat the Imperial general 

Merci , and the French had like wife the fuperiority in Italy and 

Spain. It was no wonder that the princes of the empire, who 

had been remifs in furii!thing their quotas during the moft pro- 

fperous periods of the war, became more fo after the late bloody 

campaign. Some of them even denied to contribute any 

thing towards the common caufe, and their difeontent was fo 

general, 
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» en cral, that the elector of Hanover refufed to accept the 

command of their army, as well knowing that he muft be in¬ 
cited through the fuperiority of the enemy. He was, how¬ 
ever, prevailed upon by the Englijh miniftry to refume the 
command, and he laid an excellent plan of operations, which 
was to pafs the Rhine , and to penetrate into the Higher Alface , 
and Franche Comte , and even to lay the provinces of Cham - 
p,j?ne and Burgundy , under contribution. The marfhal 
Ai Har court commanded the French lines at WeifJ'emberg , and 
believed that the Imperialijls intended to attack him, but foon 
had intelligence that general Merci was traverfing Swijjerland , 
and had entered Higher Alface , where he had advanced beyond 
Hunningen, Merci was a head-ftrong general, and having no 
refources, the French gave him battle and defeated him, by 
which all that belonged to the hnperialijls fell into their hands, 
together with a copy of the plan of operations, that had been 
concerted by the cledor of Hanover. The defeat of Merci 
obliged the cledor to retreat, and greatly enlarged the French 
quarters in the empire. With regard to the allies, neither the 
duke of Saxony , nor any of the Italian ftates, were forty at 
this check, which highly incommoded the emperor’s affairs 
in Italy , where his demands were incompatible with the 
interefts of his allies. 

Nothing can be more certain, than that the affairs offr re fo 
Europe were, at this time, clireded by two foldiers of fortune, negotia- 
the duke of Marlborough and prince Eugene. The latter go- t j 0 ^ s 
verned the Imperial councils, as the former did thofe of Eng¬ 
land and Holland , and each found his intereft in protrading 
the war, by carrying it on in the Netherlands. The French 
king endeavoured to open the eyes of their refpedive princi¬ 
pals, by offering a frefh negotiation for peace, which was 
accordingly opened at Gertruydenberg. There Levois offered 
to accept of the terms which he had rejeded the year before, 
the duke of Marlborough was thought not to be impregnable 
to gold, and Torcy, one of the French plenipotentiaries, offer¬ 
ed him immenfe lums in his mafter’s name. Prince Eugene 
was averfe to all negotiating, and Zinzendorf was difpatched 
from Vienna to perplex the conferences. The confederates 
infilled upon the French king not oniy confenting to his 
grandfon’s relinquifhing the crown of Spain, but that he fhould 
declare war againft him. Lewis would have granted all their 
other demands, but that condition was fhocking to humanity, 
as well as parentality, and he rejeded it. The conferences 
broke off, and both armies again took the field. The allies 
gained Dow ay , B ethane, Aire, St. Venant, and Bou chain, but 
they were thought to have loft 20,000 men, with very little 

profped of their being replaced, fo heartily tired were all parties 
of war. 

The fpirit of conqueft was now fubfided on the part of the The 
allies, and the campaign upon the Rhine was palfed by the Germans 
'Tench and Imperial generals, Dubonrg and Merci , in a ftate tired of 

next the war. 
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next to inactivity. In Hungary , the Imperialijls took $ 
haufel , but were unable to force the malecontents to relinquiflj 
their former demands. In Germany , the emperor Jofeph aft e j 
with a power more arbitrary than ever had been afl'umcd by 
any of his predeceflors. The electorate of Bavaria was por¬ 
tioned out among the eleCtor of Palatine’s family, and other 
favourites, without confuiting the Germanic body, and the 
jnoft wanton promotions were made to evince the force of the 
Imperial authority. The proteftants and the bifhop of Hchk- 
Jheim were opprefled by the papifts, under the protection of 
the eleCtor of Cologne , and in defiance of the moft folemn 1 th 
pulations. They applied to the hnperial chamber at IVetziar 
which granted a decree in their favour, but it had no effeft 
They then applied to the circle of Lower Saxony , and the 
eleCtor of Hanover, as being guarantee of their rights, feezed 
upon the revenues of the bifhopric, which was then vacant. 
This meafure, though equitable in itfelf, was fo alarming to 
the Ro?nan catholics, that it was upon the point of kindling a 
civil war in Germany. The canons of Htldejheim complained 
to the emperor and the diet, where they found the proteftant 
intereft preponderate, and upon their giving redrefs to the 
proteftants, the eleCtor refunded the revenues of the bifhopric. 
The great revolution which happened at this time, in the 
affairs of Europe , by the king of Sweden s defeat at Pultowa, 
had a confiderable effeCt on the affairs of Germany , and the 
emperor, among others, put in for his fhare of the fpoils of 
that unhappy kingdom. 

1711. In the year I7ii,the affairs of Europe took anew face, by the 
The era- alterations which had happened in the Englijb miniftry. The 
peior Jo- empire was threaten d by the ’Turks and the king of Poland, 
y .pb dies, and the czar of Afufcovy demanded from the emperor the 

fuecours ftipulated by treaty, which he faid he could not 
afford till the malecontents of Hungary were abfolutely fub- 
dued. The duke of Marlborough's influence at the Englijh 
court was now next to nothing, and prince Eugene with the 
Imperial minifters ftrove in vain to revive it. Such was the 
crifis of public affairs, when the emperor Jofeph was taken ill 
of the fmall-pox, which through the unfldlfulnels of his 
phyficians put a period to his life on the 17th of April. He 
died in the 33d year of his age, and in the arms of profperity. 
He left behind him no male-iflue by his wife, the daughter of 
the duke of Brunfivie-Lunenburg ; and he died with the 
charader of being one of the moft fpirited but defpotic princes 
that ever fat upon the Imperial throne. 


CHAP 
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T HE fyftem of Europe was now greatly changed, by the 

death of Jofeph , which added to the influence of the 
Brit i/I) tory miniftry. It was incompatible with the interefts 


Imper, 


fhould poflfefs the Spanijb 
and therefore, the fame reafons that took 


em- 
. and 


Auflria. The Imperial 


Bourbon 


Jvfepi. 


Englijh 


that 


the grand alliance; but preliminaries were figned with France , 
and the queen of England fent them for approbation to the 
court of Vienna , who abfolutely reje&ed them. Such of the 
powers of the great alliance, who found their account in pro¬ 
longing the war, joined with the Imperial court, which was 
not without hopes of being able, by means of the TVhig 
generals and miniftry, of forcing the queen into their mea- 
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fures. 


Imp 


cf the peopl 


England fhould 
withdraw her contingencies of men and money, the war muft 
be at an end. The conduct of the Imperial court, and feveral 
of the Germanic princes, favoured this fyftem, by throwing 
the whole burthen of the war upon England , and even the 
Dutch thcmfelves were defective in their complements in the 
field. The king of Portugal , the duke of Savoy , and the 


the war; 


Hano , f _ 

the duke of Marlborough ftill commanded the 


Englijb troops in the Netherlands , 
chain. 

When the campaign was over, the impra&icability of con- England 
tinuing the war became fo evident, that prince Eugene came inclines to 
to England to influence the queen againft a peace. The rea- peace, 
fons for putting an end to the war were ftrongly urged, and 


failed of fuccefs. The bnperial 


iftry 


to fill it up. 


Mentz convoked a diet at Frankfor 
The electors of Bavaria and Cologne were no 


fitmmoned, nor could the emprefs-dowager prevail with the 
other electors to admit her ambaflfador into the diet, as file had 
the vote of Bohemia , becaufe the fervices which entitle an 
eleftor to vote, could be performed by a male only. The en¬ 
croachments of the late emperor upon the Germanic confti- 
tution, rendered the election a matter of difficulty. The diet 
at Rati/bou infifted upon a perpetual capitulation being drawn 
up, for bounding the Imperial power. The electors, for ob- 
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reafons, difliked that propofal, and the ele&ors 


Cologne and Bavaria protefted againft the whole of the diet’s 
proceedings. If a prince, equally powerful with the archduke 
Charles, could have been found qualified for the empire, it 
mull have departed from the houfe of Aujlria, but upon the 
electoral prince of Saxony declining to be a candidate. Char fa 

was unanimoufly chofen. 

Nothing could have been more contrary to the balance of 
power in Europe , than the uniting the Imperial with the 
Spanift) crown, and the vaft dominions of the Aujlrian fuc- 
ceffion in one perfon ; yet Charles was for a long time earneft 
to retain the Spanijh monarchy, and infilled upon his allies 
making the articles of Gertruydcnberg the bafis of any future 
treaty of peace. The prince of Lichenjlein , and count Her - 
berjlein were his minifters, and fo ftrongly inculcated his na¬ 
tive right to Spain , that he made it a matter of confcience not 
to depart from his pretenfions. Hearing of his election, he 
took {hipping at Barcelona , and landing, he had a conference 
with the duke of Savoy near Pavia , where he promifed to 
cede to that houfe Monferrat , Valencia , Alexandria, and fome 
other Hates, according to former ftipulations, and in confider- 
ation of the vaft fervices performed to the empire by the duke. 
Charles by the early difpofitions he made as emperor, and 
archduke of Aujlria , difeovered that he was rcfolved to recede 
from none of the powers that had been exercifed by his bro- 
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tho* more full than that of his predecefibrs, it fell Ihort of the 

expectations of the diet of Ratijbon. It was plain, however, 

that even the majority of the electors difapproved of the two 

io.it emperors having, by the plenitude of their own prerogative, 

without any intervention of the empire, proferibed the two 

electors, neither did they approve of the fyftem of oppofmg 

the ftrength of the empire to that of France , whom they thought 

to be the natural guarantees of their liberties, againft the am- 
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difagreeable news that the preliminaries of peace had been ap¬ 
proved of by the Britijls parliament, that the Dutch were 
likevvife treating, and that he was on the point of being aban¬ 
doned by all his allies. This fituation was the more per¬ 
plexing, as the Hungarian malecontents ftill infilled on the 
terms, v/ith very little variation, they had formerly propofed, 
and the bell friends of the houfe of Ati/lria were of opinion 
that they Ihould be gratified to prevent their joining th e Turks. 
The Auflrian miniftrv rejected this advice, and counfcllcd 


fujlrian miniftry rejected this advice, 
heir mailer to grant no terms to rebels. The Turks had 
hen a ininifter at Vienna, who made fpecious declarations of 

to that court, and informed it that his mailer had 
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were thought to be equivocal, and the intereft of the emprefs 
regent, with that of count Palji , prevailing over the Aujirian 
miniftry, a peace, containing an amnefty, was figned at 
Z athmar. No mention of the elective right to the crown 
was made in this treaty, which was not figned by Ragotjci, 
though he was to be included in the amnefty, and reftored 
to his eftates, provided he fubmitted in three weeks. Many 
of the Hungarians protefted againft this peace, but they 
being tired with the war, two and twenty of their regiments 
fwore fidelity to the emperor, and the remaining malecontents, 
being too inconfiderable to make any effectual head, fubmitted 
by degrees. As to Ragotfki , he wandered an unfortunate but 
illuftrious exile through various countries of Europe. 

Prince Eugene had offered great things to induce the court Demands 
of England to continue the war, but no ftrefs, from what had upon 
happened every year, could be laid upon Aujirian promifes, France. 
and the negociations for peace went on. The prince removed 
to the Hague , where he was joined by the two Imperial pleni¬ 
potentiaries, the counts Zinzendorf and Coni/burg. Their 
demands amounted to France reftoring Lorrain and all her ac- 
quifitions fince the peace of Murifter ; and that Charles fhould 
be left in poffeftion of the Spanifo monarchy, excepting fuch 
portions of it as had been granted to Portugal or the other 
confederates. Thofe demands were by France and England 
confidered as inadmiffible ; as indeed were thofe of the Dutch 
and Portugal. The Dutch claimed all the Spanijh Netherlands y 
befides other ceflions; the Portugueze made vaft demands in 
America as well as in Europe. The elector of Brandenburgb 
required not only to be recognized as king of Prujfia by France , 
but to be put in pofleflion of the principality of Orange and 
other eftates. The circles of the empire, the electors of 
Triers and Palatine , the duke of Wirtemhurg , the landgrave of 
Hcjfe y the bifhop of Paderborn y the duke of Lorrain , and 
prince Ragotjki , had their feparate claims ; and France was 
laved by the multiplicity of demands made upon her, as it 
gave her an opportunity to balance the int-erefts of the claim¬ 
ants. The Englijl) alone were moderate, confidering the pro¬ 
digious expence they had been at in maintaining the war. 

The French having underhand made the Britijh miniftry eafy, 
knew that the other parties in the grand alliance muft fubmit 
of courfe. The ridiculous pretenfions of the emperor gave 
diftafte to all Europe , and it was thought much more condu¬ 
cive to the prefervation of public liberty, that the crown of 
Spain fhould devolve upon the head of Philip than of Charles. 

When the conferences opened at Utrecht , count Zinzen- Negom- 
elsrf and the Imperialijls omitted no meafure that could em- ations for 
broil the negociation. The French king offered to oblige his peace a 
grandfon Philip to cede to the houfe of Aufiria all the Italian Utrecht. 
dominions, with Sicily and Sardinia , provided the emperor 
would renounce all claims upon the reft of the Spanijh mo¬ 
narchy. The frontier towards the Rhine war to be put on. 
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the fopting it was before the war; the two profcribed ele&ori 
were to be reinftated. The Imperialijls fought to gain time in 
hopes of embarraffing the negotiation, but all was to no pur- 
pofe. The French plenipotentiaries Hood firm to their offers 
and refufed to admit of any delay, and Zinzendorf threatened 


pofe. The French plenipotentiaries Hood firm to their offers 
and refufed to admit of any delay, and Zinzendorf threatened 
to leave the congrefs. He put his menace in execution, and 
carried off with him other minifters ; but the negociations be¬ 
tween England and France ftill went on. When the time came 
for taking the field, the fufpenfion of arms had been fiened 
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lie, but prince Eugene more than fufpe&ed it by the behaviour 
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having paffed the Schelde, that duke declared that he was in- 
llrucled to keep feparately the command of the Britijh troops, 
and upon being p relied to attack the French, he produced an 
order, fmned by his miflrefs, againft his acting offenfively. 
Prince Eucrene and the Dutch generals affe&ed great imliffpr. 


Dut 


Opera ti- 


ence about the Englijh , and threatened to continue the war by 
themfelves- The Dutch general, Fagel', befieged and took 
Slhiefnoi, but the duke of Ormond produced another order for 
proclaiming a general armftice in his camp for three months, 
requiring the other allies to do the fame. While they waited 
for the fentiments of the court of Vienna , the duke founded 
the generals in the pay of Great Britain with regard to the 
armftice, but they chofe to follow the fortune of the Itnperial 
arms, even at the expence of the pay and fubfidies they 
received from England, and no more than four fquadrons of 
Holjlein horfe remained with the duke of Ormond. 

It was foon plain that prince Eugene was no longer affifted 
by the duke of Marlborough, at the head of the Britijh forces. 
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war under Hi s dependance now lay upon a defperate effort. Thenego- 
prince.c«- ciations between England and France had advanced fo far, that 
gene. the duke of Ormond was in poffeffion of Dunkirk, but the Im¬ 
perial general Grovejlein was detached at the head of 1,500 
horfe, and carried conflernation to the very gates of Paris. It 
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proved, however, to be no more than a plundering expedition, 
and it was retaliated upon the Dutch by the French general 
Villars. Eugene inverted Landreci, which opens an inlet into 
Champagne and Picardy. Villars , to fave it, forced the polls 


S char pc 


Denain. The fcale of 


Villars took the oort of March 


some, though guarded by 4,000 men ; the garrifon of Dowa^ 
after an obrtinate rtege, was forced to furrender prifoners of 
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war 


Queverain, but before he could pafs the Sch 
pied by Villars, who foon after retook Ducfno 
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in fhort all the conquefts that had been made by the allies for 
the three preceding campaign*. 

In the winter, prince Eugene repaired to the Hague to con- Diftrafti- 
cert with the States General the operations of the next fum? ons in Ger- 
mer, but the feries of misfortunes that had happened during many. 
the laft year, had cooled the intimacy between the Dutch and 
the Imperialijls. The former refufed to give up the Spanijh 
Netherlands to the emperor, who, about this time, without being 
defted, was receiving the crown of Hungary without re¬ 
garding the protefts and remonftrances of the remaining male- 
contents ; fome of whom appeared in arms, but were quickly 
diffipated. Charles being entirely bent upon continuing the 
war, laid upon his fubje<fts the moft oppreffive taxes to pay the 
army; but its moft mafterly movements were defeated by the 
vigilance of the French generals. _ In Dauphiny nothing was 
done againft the duke of Savoys in Spain the Imperial army 
was ina&ive, and Philip looked upon himlelf as king without 
a competitor; but in Italy the Imperialijls got poffeffion of 
Port Ercole. In the north, the Swedes ■ demanded the guaran- 
teelhip of Pomerania from the Germanic body, as ftipulated by 
the treaty of Wejlphalia. The princes of the empire faw this 
fine dutchy threatened by the Ruffians and the Danes , and 
were not infenfible of the danger of fuffering either of them 
to gain a footing in Germany , and therefore a body of troops 
was ordered to Stale , which, notwithftanding, was reduced 
by the Danes. The Saxons likewife had their claim upon 
Pomerania , and its ele£tor, the king of Poland , together with 
the czar, offered the town of Stetin to the king of PruJJia , 
if he would affift them with a train of artillery, which he re¬ 
fufed to do. The Szuedcs laid the Imperial town of Altena in 
afhes, in revenge for the ungenerous advantages their maf- 
ter’s enemies had taken of his detention in Turkey ; and the 
northern part of Germany prefented a moft gloomy appearance. 

The confederacy againft Sweden was condemned, becaufe it 
tended to give the czar a footing in the empire; and at Brunf- 
wic the princes of Lower Germany formed a neutral army, con¬ 
futing of 20,000 men, for preferving the public tranquillity. 

The command of thofe troops was voted to be given to prince 
Eugene , and the Ruffians, as well as the Swedes, were required 
to evacuate Germany , especially the dutchy of Meckleiyburg ; 
but in the mean time, Pomerania was to be fequeftered in the 
emperor’s hands, as was Bremen', but his Danijh majefty was 
to receive its revenues. Steinbock, the Swedijh general, paid 
no regard to thofe and many other regulations made at the 
congrefs of Brunfwick in January 1713. The czar, in perfon,. I7 ., 
follicited the king of PruJJia and the elector of Hanover to ' '' 
enter into the alliance againft Sweden , but they were back¬ 
ward, as they were jealous of his getting a footing in Ger¬ 
many. The ruin of the Swcdijb army, which enfued, encou¬ 
raged the Danes to befiege Tonningen, but the king of PruJJia 
declared that be would defend the houfe of Hoffs ein Gottorp, 

0,3 to 



13 © 


A GENERAL HISTORY 

to whoiji it belonged, and his Danijh majefty was forced, for 
that time, to defift from his cnterprize, and to pay a defer¬ 
ence to the fenfe of the empire. Stetin , in Pomerania , was, 
at this time, befieged by the allied army which afted againft 
Sweden, and was now numerous, as each expe&ed part of her 
fpoils ; but the king of Prujjia declared that he was charged 
with the fequeftration of that dutchy, and that he would re¬ 
turn Stetin to his Sivedijh majefty as foon as he was indemnified 

for the expences of the fequeftration. 

Confe- "The czar, the kings of Poland and Denmark , and the elec- 
deracv tor of Hanover , had parcelled out Pomerania to themfelves, 
againft and they fantflified their own partition \yith the name of juf- 

Swedsn. tice. The Danijb monarch joined with the Prujfian , and both 

agreed to ftrip the houfe of Hojftein Gottorp y but under plau- 
fible pretences, while his Prujjian majefty, by enjoying the 
fequeftration of Pomerania undifputed, afpired to make it his 
own in perpetuity. 

Obftinacy The tranquillity of Europe all this while remained in fufpence. 
of the Levais y though old, and upon the brink of the grave, from being 
houfe of a fuppliant for peace, now that he had obtained it of ihcEngliJl^ 
Aujiria, pretended to prcfcribe his terms to the Dutch and the emperor, 

and even difavowed the election of Charles , becaufe the elec¬ 
tors of Cologne and Bavaria had not been prefent. The duke 
of Savoy acceded to the treaty of Utrecht , and committed his 
affairs to the hands of her Britayinic majefty. The court of 
Portugal did the fame, and the Dutch , at laft, became fen- 
fible of the abfurd part they were adfing in their attempting 
to continue the war without the affiftance of England. A 
coklnefs infcnfibly grew up between them and the emperor, 
and the renunciation of Philips his catholic majefty, to the 
fucceffion of France , with thofe of the princes of the French 
blood to that of Spain , quieted the apprehenfions of the allies. 
The province of Holland declared for peace. The Aujlrrn 
minifters remonftrated againft it, and upbraided the States 
General for ingratitude. Zinscendorf faid, that his mafter was 
the firft power in Europe ; the Dutch anfwered, that they 
found the queen of England to be the molt important, and 
they foon determined upon peace, which they accordingly em¬ 
braced. The aftociated circles of the empire reprefented 
themfelves as being the only powers in the late confederacy 
that had not tailed of Briiijh bounty ; and the queen of Eng¬ 
land ordered the earl of Peterborough to prefent a memorial in 
their favour to the emperor, who received it with great dif- 
guft, it being, as he faid, conceived in too high a ftrain to be 
prefented by a fovereign of England to an emperor of Ger¬ 
many. The Germanic body now law that the peace of Chriften- 
dom muft be facrificed to the ambition of the houfe of Aujiria , 
and Charles foon found himfelf to he the dupe of his own 
haughtinefs. He was at laft obliged to comply fo far as to 
order his troops to evacuate Catalonia, and to agree to a neu¬ 
trality for Italy. 
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The latter comprehended many obje&s, as the acquifitions which 
of the houfe of Aujlria there had been obtained by force and continues 
fraud, and had been held by the two laft emperors under a the war. 
pretence that they were ready to refign them as foon as a ge¬ 
neral peace {hould be concluded. The like difficulties lay 
with regard to the reftitution of the electorates of Bavaria 
and Cologne , in which Lewis heartily interefted himfelf, and 
infilled upon their being reftored to the two electors. He 
likewife demanded that all foreign troops {hould be withdrawn 
from Liege , Huy, and Bonn , and that after the death of the 
elector Palatine , the eledfor of Bavaria {hould be recognized 
as firft fecular elector of the empire, and that he {hould be 
put in pofleflion of the ifland of Sardinia . He agreed that the 
Dutch, if they thought proper to do it in a certain time, {hould 
garrifon Namur , Luxemburg, and Charieroy , and to reltore 
Brifac , with all its dependencies, to the emperor, whom he was 
to acknowledge in that quality, and to whom he was willing 
to cede Naples , Milan, and the Spanijl) Netherlands . The 
Englijh minifter, the biflhop of Brijiol, was inftru&ed to make 
thofe concefiions the bafis of an accommodation between the 
emperor and the French king ; but Z inzendorf rejected them 
with difdain. At Vienna , matters were confidered more foberly, 
and though Charles Hill profefled his abhorrence to refign the 
Spanijh monarchy, yet a truce was propofed, in hopes, that 
during it, the thrones of France and Great Britain might be¬ 
come vacant, and be filled with princes favourable to the Auf- 
trian greatnefs. The project of a truce which left the em¬ 
peror in pofleflion of all his acquifitions, mifearried, and a 
coldnefs enfued between the States General and the court of 
Vienna, which was now fingly engaged in the war. Zinzen • 
dorf left Utrecht like a minifter who was difgufted at his maf- 
ter’s not having fufficient confideration paid him by the nego¬ 
tiating powers. But fome advances were made towards a re¬ 
conciliation between the emperor and the eledfor of Bava¬ 
ria, and the Catalans continued firm to the houfe of Aujlria. 

The diet of Rati/bon advanced the emperor a million of crowns, 
and promifed him more ; but when the money came to be paid 
he found he muft borrow it. Prince Eugene went to his camp 
at Mulburg, but inftead of 120,000 men whom he had beep 
promifed, he could not mufter above 40,000, and all this 
proceeded from the backwardnefs of the circles, who were 
every day more and more tired of the war. All the abilities of 
prince Eugene could not furmount the difficulties he was encom- 
pafled with, and Vi liars, who encamped between Philipjburg Advanta- 
and Landau , took the latter place, and Friburg itfclf, with gesgained 
many other places, under the eyes of the Germans, who now % the 
trembled at the very gates of Vienna. Charles was then obli- fra.cb in 
ged to think in good earneft upon peace, and prince Eugene Germany, 
informed Villars that he was impowered to enter on a negoci- 
ation for that purpofe at the caftle of Rad/iadt . On the 27th 
of November the two generals met there, and prince Eugene 

Q 4 demanded 






A GENERAL HISTORY 


demanded the reftitution of Landau , Philipjbourg , and FrL 
burg. The two latter were offered him, and Charles confent- 
ed to the reinftating the two profcribed electors in their domi¬ 
nions and dignities. The conferences broke up; but being 
reaffumed a treaty was figned. Leivis yielded to the emperor 
Fort-Kehl , Friburg , and old Brlfac ; Landau, with fome places 
on the Rhine , remained with the French , as did Fort-Lewis 
but the fortifications of Hunningen , Homberg , Selingen , and 
la Pile , were demolifhed. Lewis acknowledged the electoral 
dignity in the houfe of Hanover. The two profcribed electors 
were reinftated in their dominions ; Sardinia was left with the 
emperor, with all his Italian acquifitions, and it was agreed to 
open another negotiation in Swijferiand , for regulating the 
execution of the treaty. 

The The peace of Radjladt , in fa£I, put a period to one of the 

peace of moft devouring wars that ever had happened in Europe , but it 
Radjladt. was far from fecuringthe tranquillity of Europe. The emperor 

Charles omitted no opportunity of enlarging his own domi¬ 
nions and authority, and for that purpofe, he purfued with 
unvariable attention to the end of his life, the eftablifhment 
of the pragmatic fan£lion. His two neices, daughters to the 
emperor Jofeph , were married, one of them to the king of 
Poland ’s eldeft fon, the ele&oral prince of Saxony , the other 
to the electoral prince of Bavaria \ but both of them had been 
obliged to renounce all pretenfions td the Aujlrian fucceffion, 
By the pragmatic fan&ion, it was limited to the arch- 
ducheffes, daughters of Charles ; failing them to the arch- 
.duchefles his neices; in their failure, to his lifters, and then 
to the next right heir, whether male or female. The ele&ors 
of Saxony and Bavaria had their reafons for not oppofing the 
emperor in the eftablifhment of this pragmatic fandlion; 
the firft, becaufe the emperor had kept the crown of Poland 
on his head, and the latter, becaufe he was unable to do it 
with effe£h The hiftories of France , Spain , and Italy exhi¬ 
bit the chief tranfadlions in which Charles was concerned, 
after the peace of Radjladt , and which, in ftri< 5 t propriety, re¬ 
late rather to the houfe of Aujlria , than the empire of Ger¬ 
many, the hiftory of which is our prefent fubjedf. 

Death of The emperor Charles VI. having completed the great paf- 
the em- lion °f his life, the guaranteefhip of the pragmatic lan&ion, 
peror by the principal powers of Europe , and even by France itfclf, 
Charles became fenfible that his houfe could only fall by its own 
yi. greatnefs, and that if his eldeft daughter fhould give her hand 

to a powerful prince, a general confederacy muft enfue among 
the European potentates, to prevent the confequences. The 
houfe of Lor rain had been a great fufferer for that of Aujlria ; 
the duke had little or no power, but was young, handfome, 
and every way qualified to be a hufband to the eldeft arch- 
duchefs. The affair, however, was of too much confequence 
to be executed without the concurrence of the other powers of 
Europe. Tfte duke, anaong other princes, paid a vifit to 
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Qeom II* at London , and, he approving of the match, the 

marriage was confummated. Upon the death of Charles , in 

. 7 io the French court pretended, that their guarantee of the 1740. 

magmatic fanition, could not operate againft a third party to 

the prejudice of its right; and the houfe of Aufiria, all at once, 

faw ltfelf attacked by France , Prujfia , Aurony, and Bavaria. 

Of thole powers, the molt formidable was that of Prujfia ■, 

whole monarch marched his armies, without any previous 

ceremony, into Silefia , which fine province he feized for his 

own ufe, under pretence of ancient family fettlements. The 

French declared their intentions, to raife the elector of Bavaria Diftrefies 

to the Imperial throne, and to put him in pofleflion of the of his 

hjlrian dominions, or at leaft to divide them; Belleijle , the daughter, 

French general, intrigued fo fuccefsfully, that the elector was 

chofen emperor, and fo rapid was the progrefs againft Mary 

Terefii) daughter to the emperor Charles VI. that fhe was 

forced to fly to Hungary , that fhe might avoid falling into the 

hands of her enemy. 

The Hungarians , notwithftanding the vaft provocations they 
had received from her family, generoufly efpoufed her caufe ; 
butlhemuft have been ruined, had not his Britannic majefty 
taken her part likewife, in a manner that does honour to his 
memory. The elector of Bavaria’s claim to the Aujlrian fuc- 
ceffion, was founded on a will faid to have been made by the 
emperor Ferdinand , brother to Charles V. The Saxon pre¬ 
tentions refted upon the queen of Poland , being the daughter 
of the elder brother, ‘Jofcph ; and even the king of Spain en¬ 
tered a maternal claim to Maria ¥ ere fa's birth-right, though 
that of his moft chriftian majefty was undoubtedly preferable, 
but for political reafons he declined appearing as a claimant. 

Great Britain was the only power in Europe , who heartily w j )0 j s 
embraced Maria’s intereft, and vindicated the indivifibility of {,7 
the Aujlrian fuccelfion, according to the pragmatic fan6lion. n ypnt y 
She had the good fenfe to relax of her family's ftrieftnefs, by ]$ riia ; ju 
granting to the Hungarians all the fecurity they could demand 
tor their liberties. She had no dependence in Italy , where the 
houfe of Aujlria had left all her pofleffions. Her chief mis¬ 
fortunes, however, arofe from her having too great a contempt 
for the houfe of Brandenburg , and its head. In the midft of 
her diftrefs, the Britijh parliament voted her a fupply of 
500,000]. and above 16,000 men were fent from Great Britain 
; to her affiftance in Flanders. They were commanded by the 
I earl of Stair, who was likewife nominated ambaflador and 
plenipotentiary from his Britamiic majefty to the States Gcneraiy 
that he might roufe them to the defence of the houfe of 
i Aujlria ,. But this was found impra&icable, though the king of 
| Sardinia declared himfelf in favour of Maria . All the Dutch 
could be brought to do, was to encreafe their forces by fea and 
land j but though they made the ftrongeft profeflions of friend- 
fcijp towards George II. that augmentation was but an ambi¬ 
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guous proof of it, as it was more than fufpected that they 
were in the French intereft. ^ 

The king The king of Great Britain underftood better, than any 
of Pruffa prince then in Europe , the Germanic fyftem. He knew the late 
invades king °f Pruffa had left behind him immenfe fums, which his 

fonhad employed in augmenting anddifciplininghis army,and 
he wanted to prevent a quarrel between him and Maria, 
This could not be done without her ceding, at leaft, a part of 
Silefia. , which, with her family obftinacy, fhe refufed to do. 
The king of Prujfia would willingly have joined with Great 
Britain in defence of the pragmatic fanction, could fhe have 
been brought to make the ceflions he demanded. Finding that 
the fword muft decide the difference, he entered Silefia with 
one of the beft difciplinecbarmies, and the moft formidable train 
of artillery, that Europe had ever feen. Neuperg had the com- 
mand of the Imperialifts , and a battle was fought at Molwitz 
near the Neifs , where the PruJJian cavalry was defeated, but 
the excellent difeiplirie of his infantry gave that monarch 
the vidtory. The French improved this circumftance to the 
diftrefs of Maria , who was then known by the title of queen 
of Hungary 3 and Bellcijle , the French minifter and general, 
laid down a fcheme for the entire deftrudtion of the houfeof 
as the Auftria. He propofed that 50,000 French , of whom zo,ooo 
Frevrh Ho were to be cavalry, fhould advance to the heart of Germany 
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the em¬ 
pire. 


and join the Saxons and Bavarians , while an army of 40,000 
French were to march into Weftphalia , to overawe the king of 
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Great Britain's electoral dominions. His Pruffian majefly 
could not behold, with indifference, thofe immenfe prepara¬ 
tions, which feemed intended to give law to the houfe of 
Brandenburg as well as that of Aufiria. He applied to the 
court of Vienna once more in a friendly manner, by the medi¬ 
ation of George II He offered to be a party in a league with 
the maritime powers, and Ruff a, for the fupport of Maria ; to 
give her hufband his vote at an^r future eledtion of an emperor, 
and to pay her down two millions of florins, if fhe would 
yield him up even the half of Silefia. She rejected the terms, 
and muft have been ruined, had not the French executed 
Beliefes fcheme by halves. 

The latter The Bavarian emperor, Charles VII. was joined by his 
axe com- brother the elector of Cologne , and tire elector Palatine. He 
xnanded took upon him the command of the French in Germany , and 
by the he fummoncd count Kevenhuller , the governor of Vienna , 
emperor. to futrender to him that city, while the French general, Mail- 
t lebois , at the head of an army in JVefphalia , obliged George II. 

to accept of a neutrality for his electorate. The emperor had 
taken PajJ'au , and was matter of Lintz y the capital of the 
Upper Hungary. His advanced guards were polled within 
three league of Vienna , but inftead of finithing the war, and 
the ruin of the houfe of Au(lria y by taking that capital, the 
French , of a fudden, marched towards Bohemia, in November 
1741, where, being joined by 40,000 Saxons y they furprized 

the 
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the city of Prague , and made its garrifqn, confifting of 3coo 
men, prifoners of war. The emperor was, in that capital, 
crov/ned king of Bohemia. He had at Lintz taken upon him- 
felf the title of archduke of Aujlria , and his PruJJian majefty 
had almoft completed the conqueft of Silejta. Her Hungarian 
majefty? however, had ft ill vaft refources, and the power of 
the Aujirian houfe can hardly be faid to be fully known, till 
that period. The Hungarians , the Moldavians , the Tranfyl- 
vanians } and the inhabitants of many other countries in that 
neighbourhood, who had been fcarcely ever mentioned in 
hiftory before, poured forth excellent troops in her fervice, 
and they were well commanded. Her enemies, when they 
were about to divide her tpoils, were found to agree in nothing 
but her deftru6tion. Marfhal Belletjle , the foul of the confe¬ 
deracy againft her, was fick at Frankfort ; and the French , upon 
the whole, were found to be moft miferably deficient in 
the contingencies which they had engaged to fend to the 
field. 

Upper Aujlria had been, by the Bavarian emperor, left un- Progress 
provided with troops fufficient to defend fo large an extent of of the 
territory, and thehufband of the emprefs queen, who was now /Jujtrians, 
the great duke of Fuji any, made there his principal effort. Kc- 
venhiillcr , one of the ableft generals of the age, commanded 
under him, and the bnperial troops did not exceed 15,000 
Bavarians and 8000 French. The great duke retook Lintz , 

BaJJua, and Scbarding ; and the Aujirian free-booter, Mentzel , 
took Munich , the capital town of Bavaria , on the very day that 


was appointed for crowning the elector, emperor, at Frankfort. 


The king of PruJJia faw through the defigns of the French , 
upbraided them with their conduct, and having accomplifhed 
the conqueft of Silefia , detached himfelf from all his engage¬ 
ments with them ; but did it in fuch a manner as left them no 
room to complain of his good faith. Old marfhal Broglio had 
taken the command of the French army, during the ilinefs of 


come 


Belleijle, but found himfelf unable to oppofe Lobkovvitz ; the 
Aujirian general, and prince Charles of Lcrrain , brother to 
the grand duke of ‘Tufc ny, obliged his PruJJian majefty to 
abandon Olmutz , and for his own intereft to march to the re¬ 
lief of Broglio , who was now feverely prefFed by Lobkoivitz. 

All the efcftoratc of Bavaria , at this time, lay at the merc y vv ] 10 p, e 
of the Aufrians , while its mafter retained the empty title of 

emperor. They were in pofieffion of the greateft part of mailers of 
Bohemia , excepting Prague , and his PruJJian majefty, on the p _ s . 

6 th of May, 1742, beat prince Charles of Lorrain , at Czafaw. av ' l>ia ‘ 
The king of PruJJia attributed his victory entirely to his own 
condudt, and the courage of his troops, and perceiving that Peace be¬ 
ta had more to apprehend from the French , had he been de- tween the 
feated, than from the Aujlrians themfelves, he accepted of the king of 
mediation of his Britannic majefty, and about three weeks PruJJia 
after his gaining the battle of Czajlaw , he concluded with the and the 
queen of Hungary a peace which left him in pofieffion of all queen of 

Silefa J Hungary . 
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Silcjta ; without any regard being had to the interefls 
France , or the empire. 

This peace gave free fcope to the Aujirian arms, e 


after 


fafety 


Imperialifts and the French. The emperor found n 0 


The 

Trench be- 
fieped in 
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in his electoral dominions, and fhut himielf up j n 
Frankfort , where his misfortunes affe&ed their Britannic 
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ns befieged Prague , where Belleijle 
1 the French ; while the duke of Han 
whofe troops were guilty of {hocking 
Munich. 
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Th fortune of the French in Germany , and of their Bava- 


fhut 


out of 
which 
they e- 
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Hung* 


_ . Fejiititz , who com¬ 

manded 

of prince Charles , who was befieging Prague. The 
and French were fenfible of the turn the war had taken in 
favour of her Hungarian majefty. They offered to evacuate 
Prague , Egra, and all their polls in Bohemia , provided the 
Aultrians would do the fame by Bavaria , and fuffer the gar- 
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French 


pelled to furrender themfelves prifoners of war. She ‘‘cat her 

iiufband to command her army before Pt\ ~'e, that he:w ht 
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engrofs the glory of that event, which muk h?.\ 
had it not been for want of Ikilful engineers on 
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The garrifon of Prague was, by (hi ■ 






duced to the moft wretched extremities, and even to kv. 
horfe flcfh. Maiilehois, the French general, was o der j at 
all hazards to relieve Prague, and being joined by the French 


Prince 


Imperialifts in Bavaria, he advanced 
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tuat 


purpofe 
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iinate. The French took advantage of his abfence to attack 
the Aujirian polls, under Fejiititz, and to enlarge their own 
quarters ; but upon the approach of Lobkowitz with a frefh 
army, they again fhut themfelves up in Prague, where they 
endured more miferies than ever. 
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•fcaping, though he was himfelf greatly indifpofed, his troops 
in a fiekly condition, and the feafon more than commonly lc- 
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with terms of furrender. 
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Lobkowitz. off his guard, by amufing ( 

He deceived the inhabitants of 


more 


marched out with his troops in the night-time, and though 
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he reached Egra, 
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while the little garrifon which he had left behind him, re- 
figned, upon honourable terms, the capital of Bohemia , to the 

Jujlrians. 

The emperor ftill remained (hut up in Frankfort , and his 
Britannic majefty very properly diftinguifliing between his 
chara&er as king and ele&or, on the gth of June, 1743, ar¬ 
rived at his army, which was affembled under the earl offing 
Stair, upon the Upper Maine. The duke de Noailles com- George 
manded the French army that was to oppofe him, but he was ga i ns t j, e 

beat by king George at Dettingen ; though the victory was far battle of 
from being decifive, on account of the tendernefs he and his Dettingen. 
minifters had, as was thought, for his German dominions. * * 
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of Worms 


Britannic 


Hung 1 


Sardinia, through which the latter was entirely gained over by 
the allies. The unfortunate emperor endeavoured to procure 
terms for himfelf, and made the moft humiliating offers to her 


ijeft 


they were rejected. He applied to Pretenfi- 


the king of Prujfta with better fuccefs. That_ 

the Jujlrians under prince Charles of Lorrain, carry their Pruffian 
arms into France acrofs the Rhine , and he thought himfelf fafe maieftv. 

• •__ 11_ r * . _, _ _ 1 • 1 • % „ J 


in meditating a blow 


Aujl 


miffht 


to 


hurg. This was no lefs than the conqueft of the kingdom of 
Bohemia for the emperor. His armies being put in motion, 
the earl of Hyndford, the Briti/h minifter, demanded from 


dfian majefty’s anfwer in the negative 


Ha no 


the public of his real defigns. He took occafion, from the 
continuance of the troubles of Germany, to accufe the court 
of Vienna with cruelty, and want of refpe&, to the emperor ; 
of having introduced foreign troops into the empire, and of 
having endeavoured to fubvert the moft effential rights of the 
Germanic body, by difputing the validity of the emperor’s 


election. 


Imp 


Aujlrian fucceftion, pro¬ 
vided his hereditarv dominions were reftored to him; but 


All thofe 


that the courts of Vienna and Lon 
able, that there was an end of all negotiation, 
and many other rcafons for his taking arms, were digefted in 
form of a manifefto, and fent to London , with a memorial, 
which was likewife publifhed, intimating that the quarrel was 
entirely foreign to the Britijh nation, and that, therefore, they 
ought not to interfere in it. 

Though the French, who had threatened to give laws to 
the queen of Hungary , on the baftions of Vienna, were now 
trembling behind their lines in their own country, his PruJJian 
majefty s declaration revived them. It was in vain for the 
queen of Hungary to publilh, as file did, an anfwer to the 

PruJJian manifefto, in which file charged that prince with 

breaking 



238 



His fuc- 
cefles 

4 

there; 


A GENERAL HISTORY 

breaking the treaty of Brejlau , and cleared her own c6ndu& 
The truth is, nothing new or extraordinary had happened 
fince the peace of Brejlau , to juftify his Prufftan majefty’s re¬ 
newal of the war, and though in all his declarations he pro- 
fefled the greateft difintereftednefs, yet it was no fecret, that 
he was to have been indemnified by the emperor with certain 
great fiefs in Bohemia , which lay extremely convenient for his 
other dominions. Prince Charles was to repafs the Rhine, before 
he could march to the relief of Bohemia , and the French had 
undertaken to interrupt his paflage. In Augujl , 1744, the king 
of P ruff a entered Bohemia at the head of 124,000 men. He at 
the fame time publilhed a proclamation, promifing, u That 
his army Ihould obferve the ftridteft difeipline, and that thofe 
who made no refinance, Ihould be fuffered to remain at quiet 
in their habitations. He required that all arms, in the cuftody 
of whomfoever they might be placed, fhould be given up, 
and put into the hands of public officers. He ftill declared 
himfelf to act only as an auxiliary to the emperor, and with 


no other defign, than to eftablilh 


peace 


and tranquillity 


throughout Germany , his dear country.’ The fame procla¬ 
mation threatened immediate death to every peafant who 
Ihould not deliver up his arms, and that if any landlord Ihould 
connive at any of his vaflals retaining them, his village Ihould 
be burnt to the ground. Menaces which were thought equally 
cruel and unjuftl 

His Pruffian majefty met with no oppofition in his irruption 
into Bohemia. It was now no longer a fecret, that a treaty 
had been concluded at Frankfort , between himfelf, the em¬ 
peror, and the French , for the deftrudtion of the houfe of 
Jhfflria , and that the elector Palatine , and the landgrave of 
Fleffe , were to lhare in the fpoils. In September , his Prufftan 
majefty befieged Prague , but while he was making himfelf 
mafter of its out polls, the convoy attending bis artillery was 
attacked by the Aujhiam , who were carrying off his cannon. 
He inftantly marched with the third part of his army, related 
his artillery, beat Bathiani , the Auffridn general, and return¬ 
ing to the fiege, deftroyed gleet part of the city, which in 
fourteen days was obliged to capitulate, on the 16th of Sc [>* 
tember. He then reduced Tabor , Budaveis , Teyn , and in fliort, 
the greateft part of that kingdom, and ftill trufting to the 
promifes of the French , that they would oppofe prince Chark 
in rcpalfing the Rhine , he made difpofitions for penetrating to 
Vienna itfeif. The French , as uiual, deceived him. Noddies, 
who commanded their army, fullered prince Charles to retreat, 
with little or no lofs, cither of men or time. The prince 
after laying the Upper Palatinate under contribution, entered 
Bohemia , and joined Bathiani at Aderolitz. The king of Po¬ 
land , eledlor of Saxony , encouraged by this junction, declared 


for her Hungarian majefty, and fent 20,000 


of the troop?, 

whole 


under the prince of Saxe- 1 Veiff'nifel >, to join the prince, 
army thereby became luperior to that of his Pruffian majefty, 

and 
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and he refolved to hazard an engagement. The king was but is 
aftonifhed at the facility with which the prince returned to Bo- forced to 
hrnidi and quitting pofl after poft without the fmalleft refif- retire with 
twee, he at laft gave orders for Prague itfelf to be evacuated, lots. 

2nd he returned with vaft lofs of men, carriages, and artillery, 
to Silefa , where he put his troops into winter-quarters; but 
he was fo mortified with the ill fuccefs of the campaign, that 
upon his return to Berlin, he ordered that it fhould not be 
talked of in public. 

The queen of Hungary was unreafonably and impoliticly impolitic 
elevated at this event, and reje&ed all offers of accommoda- 
tion, with more obftinacy than ever. The king of England ment Q p 
counfelled her to improve the jun&ure, by concluding a fea- 


Sileft 


fhe would 


queen 


of the houfe of Brandenburg , with the elector of Saxony. 
That fhe might the more eafily gratify her revenge, fhe made 
peace with the emperor, as ele&or of Bavaria , and that 

* • !• t • .1 1 • • 1 -r « m ^ 


gary 


prince died in the beginning of the year 1745. 


Augujl 


*745 


prececding, the French army befieged Friburg, and Lewis ar- Cam- 
rived at his camp, the nth of October following. Damniiz , P a] g naux 
the Imperial governor, defended the place with a garrifon of I 74 +> anc 
9000men, till it was almoft laid in ruins, and then he furren- f 745» 
deredit; but the fiege was faid to have coft the French 15,000 t * ie Low 
of their beft troops. In the Loiv Countries, count Saxe, who Countries . 
commanded the French, was greatly inferior to the confede¬ 
rates, through the large detachments that he had fent off, 
when prince Charles pailed the Rhine. The duke of Ar ember? 


Aujl 


Wade was the Britijh 


Both of them were deftitute of all military abilities, and both 
of them were fo fhamefully baffled by Saxe , that their conduct 
became the ridicule of all Europe, when they retired, with re¬ 
criminations on each other, into winter-quarters. The battle 
of Fontenoy, which the French gained over the confederates 

next campaign, retarded the <- ~ c ^ --*— 

againft his PruJJian majefty. 


Hnmrar 

O " y .—-- 

Her fpoufe, the grand duke. 


Imp 


He 


Hun? at 


was 


obliged the young elector of Bavaria to agree to a peace, by 
which he was reinftated in all his electoral dominions, but he 
engaged to give his vote for the great duke being emperor, 
i j* votes of Brandenburg and the Palatinate had not been pro- 
jnifed him, and the French affembled an army in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Frankfort to overawe the election, which, how¬ 
ever, went in the great duke’s favour, by a clear majority of 

votces. 


The king of Pruffu 
oilefia where he and 


his generals h 
tjfges over the Austrians and Hung\ 

Charles of Lorrain h p i n cr ininprl hv f 


In 


many 

Mav 


V5 


idvan- 0 f p rtl m 
prince beats the 


Silefu 




Ifhut, and on the 4th of J 


was 


cf 
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was attacked by his Prujftan majefty near Neidburg. The 
prince was defeated with the lofs of 12,000 men killed 01 
taken prifoners, and the greateft part of his artillery. The con. 
queror transferred the ieat of war to Bohemia, and prince 
Charles receiving new reinforcements on the 30th of Septum, 
her, attacked him in his camp of Sobz ; but though at fir ft 
he had fome advantage, he was defeated through the avarice 

^ 1 i * 1 .1 _ _ _r tv__ m 




Prufftu 


of cooo killed, 2000 taken prifoners, and 100 pieces of can- 

J rr* nr • n _ l *_ j_ a ._ T> }• ^ 


no n. 


Pruffu 


this battle, agreed to a convention with the king of Great 


Brejli 


11 uit pviit.iuv.il vi cilcfld, as 

Soon after he pretended, that 


He cor 

quers 
• kaxony 


the king of Poland , ana cne empreis queen, were a douc ro in¬ 
vade his dominions at three different quarters, and that they 
were to be aflifted by the czarina. He called upon the mari- 
time powers for the execution of their guaranteefliips, and all 
at once he broke into Lufatla , entered Leipfic , and laid Sarny 
under contribution, while prince Charles was obliged to retire 
before him into Boheiyiia. The king of Poland fled to Prague, 
His troops, and thofe of the Aujlrians , were defeated at Pirn, 
on the 15th of December , and the king of Prufjia entered the 
capital of Saxony as a conqueror, and obliged its fovereignto 
accept of whatever terms he pleafed to prelcribe. A treaty, 
under the mediation of his Britannic majefty, was concluded 


Drefcl 


the Pruff an troops evacuated Saxony ; their 


mafter acknowledged the great duke for their emperor, and 


* 

grefs of 


This fhort 

Auftrian Neth 


Germany 


- j by the French. The States General owed this in a great mea- 

th c French p ure fo t .j le j r own pufillanimity, and were threatened with an 
in the - — * - - • • 


10 invafion of Zealand in the fpring. Brujfel 

LowLcun- 27.. l a. •_ 4 -Ur. . 


tries. 


the French during the winter ; a rebellion was raging within 
the bowels of Great Britain , and Bathiani , the Auftrian gene¬ 
ral, being in no condition to face marfhal Saxe , who was at 
the head of 120,coo men, was obliged to retire and to take 
poft in the neighbourhood of Breda. The prodigious trains 
of artillery, brought into the field by the French , loon reduced 
Antwerp , Mom , St. Guijlain , and Charieroy , fo that before the 
end of july, the French were mafters of Brabant , HainauJt , 
and Flanders. Prince Charles had now taken upon himfelfthe 
command of the confederate army, which with the reinforce¬ 
ments he received, amounted to 8 ',000 men. The prince at 
firft endeavoured to cover Namur , but the French gener; 


) 


polTefti 


ing to the confederates, and cut off their communication with 
F/laeftrichi , while Saxe, on the other fide, ftraitened them lor 
provifions. The confederates retired acrols the Macfc, and 
the French befitged and took Namur , one of the ftrongeft 

for treats 
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f or [ r elTes in the world. On the 13th of September , the prince 

finding the communication again open with 
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0 f Lorratn , 

Maeftricbt , repaired the Maefe , ana aavanceu to give cattle to 

Saxr but perceiving him to be too well ported at Tongres to be 

attacked, he fell back upon Maejlricht. The battle of Rou- 

coux fucceeded, in which the confederates were beaten, with 

the lofs of 5000 men, though that of the French was much 

greater. Soon after this battle, which was of finall utility to 

th e French, both armies went into winter quarters, which the 

French took up in their conquefts, and the confederates in the 

dutchies of Limburg and Luxembourg. 

The court of Vienna, at this time, entertained great hopes Invafion 

of an expedition that was undertaken by general Brown, an of Fiance 

■ ■ n -a..?— - 1 ...u,. favoured by the opera-by count 


Anji 


tijh fleets, palled the Fa 
to" Antibes. The duke cle Belldjle was lent to oppofe him, and 
took his meafures fo well, as "to oblige Brovm to repafs the 
Far with fome lofs, and to retire towards Final and Savona. 
In the winter of the year 1746, acongrefs was opened for peace 
^ TW/7. at the earneft requeft of the Dutch , and the plenipo- 

~.. -it a in, France, the emperor, and Holland 

attended; but the demands of France were found to be in- 
admiffible, and the allies determined to make extraordinary 
efforts, during the campaign of 1747. For this purpofe, the 
duke of Cumberland , having during the winter concerted with 
the Dutch and the Jmperiali/ls the plan of operations, in Fe¬ 
bruary took the command of the confederate army, which 

conlifted of three divifions. rru ~ 


1746. 


1 


# 


/* 


The Etiglijh , Ham 

HeJJians, were ported at the village of Tilbcr & 


under th 


The Dui\ 

of Waldcd, lay at’ Breda, and the Jmperialifl 


Vmlo 


So. 


who 


lliiuw w w —--' / 

was now marlhal-general of France , aft'ccfed great contempt Jhe two 
at thofe difpofitions, and made no motion for taking the field, armies 
and in fa£t, the troops of the allies fullered greatly through the ta |- e the 
feverity of the fealon, and the fcarcity of provifions. The 
parliament of Great Britain had advanced incredible firms to 
the queen of Hungary , and for the expences of the war, but 
they were far from anfwering expectation. 1 he confederate 
army amounted to 120,000 men, but Saxe, in April, brought 
into the field 140,000. Count Lowendahl was detached at the 
head of 2o,oco, on the 16th of the fame month, againft 
Dutch Brabant , where he made a moft alarming progrefs, 
through the cowardice arid treachery of the Dutch , and he pre¬ 
pared flat-bottomed boats for making a defi ent upon Zealand. 

The fequel does not belong to this part of our hhto r y ; it is 
lufficient to fay, that Zealand was faved by a Britijh fquadron, 
and that the Dutch, at laft ftiook oft' their Ihameful neutrality, 
and chofe the prince of Orange for their Stadtholder. 

Towards the end of May, the French king having arrived at Thebattlc 
Sruffeh, the confederates ported themlelves between the army 
df Saxe and Maejlricht , to cover the latter as well as Bergen- 

Vol. IX. R op-zoom. 
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op-zoom. Saxe had formed a plan of engaging the allies, aid 
befieging Maejlricht at the fame time. The village of taf- 
feldt , where the Brit id) infantry was polled, lay in the front 
of the confederates, and the French poffeffed the heights of 
Her deer en above it. They defeended to the attack, which 
was received and renewed with amazing intrepidity. The 
Britijh infantry did wonders, and again and again repulfedthe 
French , who lb ill returned with frelh numbers, while the Im¬ 


perial Jls and Dutch remained almoft inactive. Bathiani at lad 
made a motion towards Her deercn , but the Dutch cavalry 
giving way, overthrew five battalions of the allied infantry, 
and the French purfued with fuch impetuofity, that the line of 
the allies was broken about the center, and the duke of Cum¬ 
berland was in danger of being furrounded, when he wasdif- 

by a noble effort made by the Britijh general, Sir 
Ligonier , who charged the whole line of French horfe, at 


en 

Jo 


gaged 
hn Li 


Bergev-ofi- 
x.oo»i be*- 


O 

taken. 


the courfe of the war. 


the head of three Britijh regiments of dragoons, butwashim- 
felf taken prifoner. The duke of Cumberland was thereby en¬ 
abled to make an orderly retreat towards Maejlricht , and the 
French remained in the neighbourhood of 1 ongres. It was 
computed that the a&ion of Loffeldt colt the allies above 
5000 men, but the lofs of the French was much greater. 

Saxe now meditated a mafter-ftroke, the execution of which 
he committed to Lowendahl , who appeared to have a genius 
fieced and for engineering, and that was to bcliege Bergcn-op-zoom in 

Dutch Brabant, a place which had been rendered fo ftrongby 
the famous Coehorn , that it was deemed by all Europe to be 
impregnable. Thirty-fix thoufand men were employed in this 
undertaking, which was the moft bloody that happened during 

Old baron Cromjlrom commanded the 
garrifon, and prince of Saxe-Hildbourghaufcn lay within the 
lines, with 20 battalions and 14 fquadrons of the allied army. 
The French loft fo many men, and made fo final) progrefs in 
the fiege, that Cromjlrom was thrown off his guard. Loivcn- 
dahl refolved to ftorm a few inconfiderable breaches, which the 
other thought to be impradlicable, and the French forcing 
open a Tally port on the 16th of September , became matters of 
all the ramparts, almoft without oppefition. Two Scotch regi¬ 
ments, in the pay of the Dutch , drew up in the market-place, 
and fought very bravely for fome time, but were obliged to re¬ 
treat, with Cromjlrom , whom they faved from being made pri¬ 
foner, and thus Bergen-op-zoom fell into the hands of the 
French. The manner in which it was taken, gives but too much 
ground to fuppofe that the French had a correfpondence with 
fome of the befieged, efpecially, as it was well known, that pre¬ 
parations were then making for a negotiation of peace. Soon 
after the taking of Bergen-op-zoom , both armies retired into 
winter-quarters. 

The conferences were opened at Aix-la-Chapelle , and before 

the end of April, 174.8, the preliminaries for a general pacifi¬ 
cation were figned by the Britijh , French , and Dutch minders, 

& 
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a general reftitution of the conquefts made by the French , be- Treaty of 
inr the balls of the accommodation; During the dependency /iix-ia- 
of this negotiation, the Aujirian general Bathiani , made Chnfclh 
ftrong remonstrances again# the French being allowed to at- conclud- 
tack Maejiricht , but they were difregarded, and the fiege of ed. 
that place was formed by count Saxe. The duke of Cumber - 
land returned from England towards the latter end of February : 
thegarrifon of Maejiricht , which was defended by the Dutch 
and hnperialijls , made a moft glorious refiftance, but intelli¬ 
gence arriving of the preliminaries having been figned, hofti- 
lities were difeontinued, and it was agreed that Maejiricht 
Should be delivered up to the French , who were, however, to 
reilore it, with all its magazines and artillery. 

The peace of Aix-la-Cbapelle was varioufly cehfured, and if 
the fidelity of the Impcrialijis and Dutch could have been de¬ 
pended on, it would have been indefenfible. The king of 
Great Britain had concluded a treaty with the emprefs of 
Rujfta, by which, for a very moderate fubfidy, (he had engaged 
to hold 30,000 men and 40 gallies in rcadinefs for his fervice, 
and that of his allies ; and (lie fulfilled the terms fo punctually, 
that they arrived under prince Repnin in Moravia , where they 
were reviewed by their Imperial majefties, but had orders to 
halt on the frontiers of Franconia , till the refult of the nego¬ 
tiations for peace at Aix-la-Chapeile fhould be known. It was j t5 fllpu- 
the7th of October before all the articles relating to the defini- latious. 
tivc treaty were fettled in the congrefs. All the contracting 
powers guaranteed to the queen of Hungary , the pofleffion of 
her remaining hereditary dominions, according to the prag¬ 
matic fandtion, and to the king of Prujfia that of the dutchy 
of Silcjia, and the county of Glatz. 

The peace of Aix-la-Chapelle was of no long continuance. 

His Prujfian majefly knew too much of the court of Vienna to 
trufttoits profeflions. He fuipedled that the emprefs-quecn 
had not in earneft laid afule the projedt of difmembering his 
dominions, and therefore, he ordered his minifiers to nave a 
watchful eye over every thing that palled at the courts cither 
of Vienna , Pcterjburg , or Drejden. Si left a ^ which her Hun¬ 
garian majefly had juft ceded to the king of PrnJJia , is one of 
; the fineft, heft peopled, and beft cultivated dutchies in Ger - 


many, and was faid to produce a revenue of 800,oco 1. a year. 
With indefatigable pains that prince had difeovered, that in 
the treaty concluded at P cterfmrgh between the two emprefles, 
fix fecret articles were inferred, that were carefully concealed 
from his knowledge and that of the public. By one of thofe 
articles it was provided, that if the emprefs-queen, or the" 
emprefs of Rv.ffta , or the republic of Holland , fhould beat- 
tacked by his Prujfian majefly, the treaty of Drejden was to 
he of no effect; that the poffeffion of Silefia fhould revert to 
the emprefs-queen; and that the other con trailing powers 
fhould furnifh 60,000 men to aflift her in recovering it. The 
Lug of Poland was invited to accede to this treaty, and he 
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entirely agreed with the principles of it, and exp refled himfelf 
ready to concur in all meafures towards its execution, by 
which he was to have been a confiderable gainer, though his 
fituation did not fuffer him actually to flgn the treaty. The two 
emprefles were fatisfied with his reafons, and he was no farther 
prefled, though he was confidered as a party. The court of 
Vienna knew of what importance it was to keep the emprefs 
of Ruffita firm to her engagements, and they found means to 
imprets her with fuch notions of his perfonal chara&er, that 
fhe remained ever afterwards his irreconcilable and moft dan¬ 
gerous enemy. 

All this while, immenfe preparations for war were making in 

f • t n ir • i i ♦ tv /r • n i i i . 


bv his 


relented Bohemia and Moravia , and his Pruffian majefty had undoubted 

intelligence, that the court of Peterfburgb was determined upon 
Bruffian a breach with him, in order to give a colour for vacating the 
majefty. ftjpulations of the treaty of Drejden. He ordered his minifter, 

Klingraffie^ to prefent memorial upon memorial at the court of 
Vienna , for a categorical anfwer upon the fubject of its pre¬ 
parations ; and he difeovered, that the Saxon minifters had 
found means to render him fufpe&ed by the emprefs of Ruffta, 
of endeavouring to foment a rebellion againft her in the 
XJkraine. Klingraffie obtained no fatisfa&ory anfwer. The em- 
prefs-queen, count Kauniiz, and her other minifters, behaved 
with a gloomy referved haughtinefs, and the preparations fill 
went on, till his Pruffian majefty could no longer doubt of 
their object. The differences which happened at this time 
between Great Britain and France , though foreign to this part 
of our hiftory, operated powerfully upon the Germanic fyftcm. 
The emprefs-queen’s minifters had more than once thrown 
out hints concerning her intention of refuming Silejia , which 
had been always difeouraged by George II. in fuch a manner 
as left her no room to hope, that fhe would find him a friend 
to her ambition, and fhe purfued a meafure equally unnatural 
as ungrateful. She knew that the court of France would em¬ 
brace any opportunity to diftrefs his Britannic majefty, and 
file applied to the French miniftry, who gladly accepted of 
her propofals, and they concluded a treaty with her, on the 
tj$ 6 . of May 1756. The king of Poland had drawn together 

16,000 men, who were afl'embled at Pima in a ftrong camp, 
and gave a frefh alarm to the king of Pruffiia , who ealily per- 
ceived that no time was now to be loft. 

It is certain that at this time the court of England was en¬ 
dures a tlrely ignorant of the engagements between the two emprefles 
frc;:tv wih t° the prejudice of his Pruffian majefty; and king George II. 
Great Bit- had a&ually concluded another treaty of fubfidy with the 

emprefs of Ruffita for a body of men - that were to protect his 
Hanoverian dominions. The king of Pruffiia eafily faw the 
neceflity he was under of balancing the lofs of the Frenco 
friendfhip by acquiring that of Great Britain. He declared 
rgainft the admiflionof Ruffian troops into the empire, as bis 
Britannic majefty did againft- that of the French . A treaty of 

neutrality 


He con- 
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neutrality was concluded, by which the emprefs queen de¬ 
clared that file would have no concern in the differences be¬ 
tween France and England in America \ and his Moft Chriftian 
majefty that he would obferve a ftri£t neutrality in the Low 
Countries . No fooner was it known that their Prujfian and 
Britannic majefties were upon the point of figning a treaty, 
than vaft induftry was employed to reprefent their coalition as 
a fixed defign to exalt the proteftant religion in Germany and 
all over Europe , in prejudice of the Roman catholic powers ; 
and in this report they were but too fuccefsful. The firft 
treaty between Great Britain and Prujfta contained but five 
finiple articles, viz. i. The treaty of Wejlminjlcr , whereby the Rs con 
houfe of Brandcnburgh guaranteed the fucceflion to the throne of tents. 
Great Britain in the houfe of Hanover , is renewed and confirmed 
by this treaty, as are likevvife the treaties fubfequently con¬ 
cluded. 2. The king of Great Britain renounces all rights and 
pretenfions to Eajl Fricjland , in favour of the king of Prujfta. 

3. His Prujfian majefty engager to pay the refidue of the Sihjia 
loan, provided the demands concerning the feizing of the 
fhips or cargoes of his fubje£ts during the late war be ad- 
jufted. 4. He engages to come into the king of Great Britain’s 
views for maintaining peace in the empire, and for oppofing 
the introdu&ion of foreign troops into Germany . 5. His PruJ - 
fm majefty charges himfelf with the guarantee of the electoral 
dominions of the houfe of Aujlria ; and on the other part his 
Britannic majefty renews, in the beft form, his particular 
guarantee of the dominions which his Prujfian majefty acquired 
by the ceflion of Silefia. 

Upon the conclufion of this treaty, the king of Great Bri- Vindica¬ 
tor ordered his minifter M. Gemmingen , at the diet of Ratif tion of bis 
bon , to prefent a very ftrong memorial, in which the injuftice B>itan?iic 
and ingratitude of the emprefs queen is very fully expofed, majefty. 
and his own conduct vindicated. His Prujfian majefty, fully 
fenfible of his own ftrength, had taxed the elector of Saxony 
with having entered into the treaty of partition of his domi¬ 
nions, and the charge being denied, his Prujfian majefty de¬ 
manded, as a pledge of his neutrality, that his army at 
Pima ftiould immediately withdraw from that ftrong poft, and 
difperfe itfelf j but this likewife was refufed. The emprefs 
queen, by this time, had given orders for two armies to af- 
kmble in Bohemia j the one under Picolomini , and the other 
under count Brown. One divifion of the Prujfian troops un¬ 
der marfhal Schwerin had entered Bohemia on the fide of 
Glatz, and another, under field mar Aral Keith , had entered it 
from Mifnia , while his Prujfian majefty, with a third divifion, 
kept the Saxon army blocked up at Pima. On the ift of De¬ 
cember, , 1756, his Prujfian majefty broke up the blockade of the , 

Saxons, and marched to join general Keith, in order to fight ' 
count Brown, who had orders to relieve the Saxons, tho’ they 
were moft impregnably fttuated, and could be reduced only by 
famine.. His Prujfian majefty refolved to fight him on his. 
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march, which he did at Lowofitz. The battle was very bloody 

battle of the palm of victory was difputed by both parties, but the con*. 
Lo'icoJ/z. fequences plainly adjudged it to the Prujjians , as marfhal 

Brown could not relieve the Saxons. It is but doing him juf. 
tice to own that the motions he made for that purpofe were 
mafterly, and muft have, perhaps, been fuccefsful, had he 


commanded againft any other general than his PruJJian ma¬ 
jefty, who was entirely acquainted with every foot of the 
country. It was now evident that the Saxons at Pima muft 
furrender, becaufe they could not efcape, the nature of the 
, poft they held being fuch as to render it as difficult to quit ft 
Surren er ag tQ ^ Thus this great body fell into the hands of the 

ot t e Prujjians , by the confent of their fovereign, who could make 


Saxon 

m 

troops 


The 


king 


no effort for their relief. Moft of the Saxons enlifted, or were 
forced to enlift, in the PruJJian fervice, and their officers were 
difmifled on their parole. The king of Poland was obliged, 
in the moft mortifying manner, to leave Saxony , and to retire 
to his regal dominions. 

His PruJJian majefty, by the battle of Lowofitz , became the 
abfolute mafter of Saxony and of Drefden , where the queen 
of Poland ft. ill remained, and adted with a fpirit becoming her 
high birth. His PruJJian majefty had before this time of¬ 
ten mentioned to the public the confederacy that had been 
formed againft him, but had intelligence that the original pa¬ 
pers lay in the archives of Drejden , and he gave orders for 
feizing them, which was done, not without fome imputation 
upon his politenefs, as the queen of Poland oppofed in perfon 
the officer who executed the order. His PruJJian majefty made 
no delay in publifhing thofe originals, as they ferved to juftify 
his irruption, the prodigious contributions which he laid 
upon Saxony , and his invafion of Bohemia. As he did not, at 


of Prujjia this time, appear to be connected with any prince in German iv 
put to the excepting the elector of Hanover, a proccfs was entered againii 
ban of the him in the Aulic council, and before the diet of Ratijbon , 
empire. where he was put to the ban of the empire, and the circles 

were fummoned to advance their contingents for executing 
the fentence. This was a proceeding his majefty had fore- 
feen, and therefore it did not alarm him. In the mean while, 
France fent two armies ip to the empire, one of 80,000 men, 
commanded by M. D'Etrces , and confiding of the fineft troops 
•of France , pafied through the Rhine , and advanced through 
iVejiphalia , with a declared intention of attacking the PruJ¬ 
Jian dominions, as allies to the emprefs queen; but with a 
more important view of forcing his Britannic majefty to grant 
conceffions to the French in America , and thereby redeem his 
electoral dominions from conqueft. The other French armv 
was commanded by the prince of Soubife , and confided oi 
2s,oco men, who were deftined to operate with the army of 
the empire, which was but weak, in executing the Imperial 
ban. Before Soubife palled the Rhine , he feized upon Cleves, 
JFurcs, and Gueldres, as a detachment from D'E trees* army 
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ilitl upon Emhden in Weft . Friejland , which belonged to the 
king of Prujfta , whofe ruin was now thought to be inevi¬ 


table. 

The emprefs of Rujfia , pun< 5 lual to her inveterate refent- The 
ment againft him, ordered above 70,000 of her. heft troops, R->jjians 
headed by general Apraxin , to penetrate by the way of Po- march into 
land into the Ducal Pruffia. The Aujlrians had formed an Germany. 
army of 100,000 men in Bohemia, commanded by prince 
Charles , and under him by M. Brown; and the Svaedes thro* 

French influence declared againft him likewife, as did the duke 
of Mecklenburg , who promifed to afiift the Stvedes with 6,000 
men. To all this formidable confederacy, the king of Pruf¬ 
fia could only oppofe the excellent difeipline he had introduced 
among his troops, and his own incomparable abilities, affifted 
by Britifo influence and money. A body of 40,000 Hanove¬ 
rians and HeJJians was indeed polled on the Jvefcr , under his 
royal highnefs the duke of Cumberland ; but they were to act 
only as an army of obfervation, and to be a check upon the 
French army under D’E trees. As his royal highnefs could not 
pretend to fight the French , all he could do was to embarrafs 
them as much as he could on their inarch. He made excel¬ 
lent difpofitions for that purpofe, and the French were fo 
much ftraitened for provifions and forage, that their march 
was very flow between the Rhine and the Wefer \ and the 
French generals and princes of the blood were obliged to fend 
back great part of their cavalry for v/ant of fubfiftence. Their 
numbers, however, bore all down before them, and though 
frequent fkirmifhes happened, the duke was obliged gradually 
to retire, and at laft to pafs the If^cfer and to take up a ftrong 
camp between Minden and Oldendorp , while the French took 
pofleflion of that which he had quitted at BieJJield , and they 
palled the PVefer with little or no oppofition. The ccnfe- The 
quence was, that they took Minden , with feveral other pla- French 
ces, laid the ele&orate of Hanover under contribution, and matters of 
obliged the duke to continue bis retreat. At laft, he made a Hanover 
ftand at Haflenbeck ; many marches and countermarches fuc- after the 
ceeded, in which his royal highnefs ftiewed great generalfhip ; battle of 
but the French being greatly fuperior in numbers, and in pof- Hajlen- 
feflion of the eminences near the field of battle, he was obliged beck, 
to retreat towards Hamelen , and from thence towards Bremen 
and Verden , that he might preferve the communication with 
Stadey to which the archives and the moft valuable effedls 
of Hanover had been removed. The lofs of the allies during 
the battle of Hajlenbeck and the numerous fkirmilhes preced¬ 
ing it, did not, in the whole, amount to 1,000 men, but that 
of the French was greater. The French took Hamelen , but 
the duke de Richlieu , through the influence of the French 
king’s miftrefs, fuperfeded D’E trees in his command ; and at 
laft, his royal highnefs was obliged to fign the convention of 
Clo/l erf even , under the mediation of the count de Lynar , hi% 
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Danijh majefty’s minifter, by which 38,000 Hanoverians , aift 

their allies, were obliged to lay down their arms. 


Bohemia. 


The king His Prujfian majefty was, in the mean while, preparing 
of Prvjpa ever y thing for his irruption into Bohemia, which he deter- 
invades mined his troops fhould enter by three different quarters at 

the fame time; one under marfhal Schwerin , confifting of 
50,000 men, was to march from Silejia ; another, under the 
prince of Severn, from Lufatia j while a third, commanded 
by himfelf, directed its motions towards Egra. Thofe difpo- 
litions induced the. Auftrians to believe that their objects were 
different. The prince of Bevern , on the 21ft of April , de¬ 
feated a body of 28,000 Auftrians , who oppofed his entrance 
into Bohemia. Schwerin had orders to keep the royal divifion 
in his eye, ar.-.l 20,000 Auftrians having been detached front 
the main body to obferve his Pruffian majefty, that prince, by 

a fudden motion to the left, cut oft' their communication 

with their main army. But that wc may proceed to give an 
uninterrupted detail " ’ ” 


to mention w 


hat 


whom. 


though 


of the campaign in Bohemia , it is proper 
paffed with regard to the Ruffians , of 

n r *111 r ii i • u ♦ 


the moft formidable of all his enemies 


3 


his Prujfian majefty appeared to be the leaft apprehenfivc. 
Ajfaiis of As we have already obferved, king George II. was at firft ig- 
RuJJia. norant of the fecret treaty that had been concluded between 

the two emprefies, and after he was fully convinced of it, 
he endeavoured to defeat its effcdls. As the emprefs . f Ruf- 
Jia had always profefied the high eft regard for his perfon, he 
ordered his minifters at Pcterfoourg to endeavour all they could 
to engage her in a joint mediation for redo ring tranquillity to 
the empire, and received always fuch anfvvers as encouraged 
him to proceed. Sir Charles llanbury Williams was then his 
ambaftlidor at the court of Berlin , and was ordered to repair 
to that of Peterfbourg with the moft effectual inftrudtions for 
the fame end. Count Beftuchef was prime minifter to the 
emprefs, and Sir Charles found him by no means indifpofed 
to ferve his matter. An unhappy diforder which Sir Charles 
laboured under when he arrived at Peterfbourg , prevented the 
full effect of his negociation ; but it is certain, that the Ruf- 

all of a 

# 

want of pro- 

vifions, but the di(grace of Beftuchef foon after, through the 
indiferetion, as is laid, of the Britijh ambaflador, made the 
public attribute their fudden flop to other caufes. 

The fiege His PruJJian majefty adted in every refpedt as if he had no- 
pf Prague, thing to fear from the Ruffians. He advanced by rapid marches 

towards Prague, where he joined the other two diviftons of 
his army under the prince of Bevern and M. Schwerin. The 
Auftrians , whofe army amounted ftill to near 100,000 men, 
lay in a camp which was thought almoft impregnable, upon 
the banks of the Moldau. His Prujfian majefty refolved upon 
an attack, which was executed with a fpirit and ardour that 

The Auftrians were entirely do- 

featedj 


fians , while in full march towards Lithuania , flopped 
fudden. The public reafon given out was, their war 


enthufiafm only could infpire. 
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eateil, and with the field of battle they loft their military 
•heft, their camp with ail its contents, and 60 pieces of can- 
ion/ This vi&ory coft two of the greateft generals in Europe 
f j, e jr lives, M. Schwerin on the fide of the Pruffians , and M. 

Brown on that of the Aujirians . The whoie lofs of the 
Brafms in killed and wounded amounted to above 4,000, 
that of the Aujirians was much greater. About 40,000 of the 
Mrian infantry threw themfelves into Prague, but the reft 
of their army was difperfed feveral ways. His PruJJian ma- 
jefty, after having fecured many important pofts in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Prague , immediately invefted that capital on 
bothiides of the river, himfelf commanding on one fide, and 
marihal Keith on the other. The vaft numbers within the 
town, inftead of difeouraging the king, gave him hopes of 
fucccfs, becaufe he expelled they would be foon reduced 
through famine. The Aujirians made a brave fally, but their 
intention being betrayed to the Pruffians , they were repulfed. 

This aftion was fucceeded by a moft tremendous bombard¬ 
ment, and every operation that could ftrike the befieged with 
confternation, horror, and confufion. For twenty-four hours 
thcbefiegers plied the Aujirians with continued unintermitting 
jhowers of red hot bullets, bombs, and every miffive inftrument 
of death, till every quarter of the city was in flames. The king, 
whole heart was bent upon the conqueft of Prague , was inex¬ 
orable to all the miferies of the inhabitants, 12,000 of whom 
he forced back into the city. The Aujirian generals were 
equally deaf to their cries, and thofe of the magiftrates, 
burghers, and clergy. The batteries continued their infernal 
difeharges, and the befieged were repulfed in every fally. 

The emprefs queen knew that the lofs of Viciina muft fuc- R a if e( j by. 
ceed that of Prague , and happily Leopold , count Dam, who count ^ 
had never diftinguiftied himfelf in any independent command, D aun w | 10 

was at hand to affift her. He had not been prefent at the late defeats the 
battle, but arriving near Prague the day after it was fought, j^p. G f 
he afiembled all the flying parties of the Aujirians , and by p r J/n a J 
fre(h reinforcements he received, he coliefted an army of 
about 60,000 men, and took up a ftrong advantageous camp 
at a place called Collin , that he might a£t as occafion fhould 
require. It does not, however, appear, from the beft ac¬ 
counts, that the PruJJian armv, numerous as it was, had been 
able, compleatly, to inveft tne city. His PruJJian majefty 
confidered Prague ds next to being taken, and thought that 
nothing but the army of the defeated difpirited fugitives un¬ 
der Daun flood in his way to Vienna. He drew out about 
32,000 of his troops, moft of whom were from the detach¬ 
ment under the prince of Bevern , and prefumptuoufly marched 
with this handful to attack the Aijirians in their ftrong fitua- 
t[ on. The efforts his troops made to diflodge their enemies 
were beyond credibility, but they were not fupported by 
a fuffi cient proportion either of artillery or infantry. The 


attack was made on the 13th of 'June, and the Pruffians , to 
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their amazement, found the Aufh'ian camp provided with a 
vail train of artillery, and with unfurmountable entrench 


ments. The 


IlltiilO. -*• -*-- . | ^ J L' J ~ i- 

their troops to the charge, but they were at Jait defeated, and 
Frederic found there was a general equal to himfclf in form- 
ing an army to difcipline. This ill judged attack coft him 
above S,ooo men in killed or wounded, not to mention the 
vaft number of defertions, which always happen in a defeated 


Retreat 


and des¬ 
cription 
of his 

frujfan 

majeity. 


army 


his 


brothers, polled on with a flight efcort to his camp before 
Prague, and gave orders for immediately raifmg the fitgc, 
which was done, chiefly through the good difpofitions made 
by marfhal Keith, without any material interruption from the 
JuJirians’, and the Pruffians marched towards Lctomcritz, 
This mortifying reverfe of fortune made no difcernable im. 
predion upon Frederic , who owned his rafhnefs, and hoped to 
do better another time. While he was retreating count 

Daun 
of 

fo 


Aufiria , and his Pruffian majeftys m 
faft, that he was obliged entirely to ev 
to take refuge on the frontiers of Saxony. 


Being 


followed by 


Dam 
fhal Keith 


September at Erfi 


obliged the army of the empire, under the prince of Saxi- 
Hildbourghaufen, to fall back upon Eifcnach. His fituation, 
at that time, is well deferibed in a paper printed under his 

- / /• r r TV /r _ C ___^ 


Many 


own authority as follows : _ . . 

« of Prujfia when he pafled lately through Lcipji 

“ exprefs how much he is altered. They fay he is io much 

« worn away that they fcarce knew him. This, indeed, is 

“ not to be wondered at, he hath not a body of iron like 

« Charles XII. and he endures as much fatigues as he did. 

« He is as much on horfcback as Charles was, and often lies 

“ upon the ground. His inward fufterings cannot be lefs than 

<c his outward : Let us call our eyes on a map of the Prujjm 

<c dominions, and meafure what he hath left of the many to 

« pofleffions he had in the month of Apr’d 1761, of whicn a 

“ fpace of feven months have ilripped him; where can he 

have men ? he is fhut out from the emnire; and from 
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empire; 

«« whence can he draw money ? the dutchy of Cl eves, the 
principality of Muers, the county of Lhigcn, the county oi 
Lipjladi, the principality of Mtnden, Eajl Friejlam , is?/'/; 
“ den, and its infant company, part of the rich bilbopnc 01 
“• Magdeburg, fome other parts of the Marche, Ducal rom- 
rania, a great part of Si left a, a great part of the kingdom 
of Prujfia, Berlin itfclf, and almoft all his dominions am 

*.* 1 **^ ai* loir! unrlpr rrmfrihnfinn. and DOllcit^ 
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by his enemies, who collea the public, revenues, fatten on 
the contributions, and with the money which they draw 
from the electorate of Hanover, and other conquefts, den a;, 
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This picture ce 


5 * 


differs 


« the expences of the war. 

<t areatly from that which the king of PruJJia might have 
« fetched out the day he took arms to enter Saxony. Add to 

this the duke of C -’s convention, which deprived him 

<i 0 f all his allies, and left him without any affiftance what- 

.• i n i* • i .i Ti 


« parliament may give him. 
neafinefles ” 


And likewife fome domeftic 


While he was in this condition, he formed a fcheme of pj e g ai * ng 
operations worthy his great genius. He himfelf retired to t jj e battle 


marfhal Keith 


leipfic. His enemies imagined that they had now a fair opportu¬ 
nity to reduce Leipfic , and they a&ually fummoned Keith to 
jurrender it; but he declared he was determined to defend it to 
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of Ref 

bach , 


b eft eg 


which the French and Imperiali/h 


marching at the head of an army to relieve it. Though their 
force was vaftly fuperior to his, yet they durft not venture to 
{land an engagement, and they retired with precipitation acrofs 
the Sola, on the 27th of Oflober, but were followed by his 
Frujfian majefty, who by this time had (as he thought) fully 
provided for the fecurity of Saxony and Silefa. He followed 
the Imperialifts and French fo clofe, that upon the 5th of No- 

yith them, at a village called Rojbach , 
where, after animating his foldiers by a pathetic fpeech, he 
attacked and defeated them, their infantry making a moft de- 
fpicable refiftance, though their cavalry behaved well. They 
loft 3000 men on the field of battle, with 63 pieces of cannon ; 
8 French generals, with 250 officers, and 6000 common men 

_ .1 • r -i n nr • .1 • 1 . . 1 


mi 


were taken prifoners. 
did not amoc 
above 65,000. 


# 


men 



# 


Nadaji 


but doles 
% 

S.cbrweid- 

rirtz 


rendered themfelves prifoners of war. Nadafti. after this, 
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Aufir 

Daun , who befieged Brcf 


That 


covered by the prince of Bevern’s army, who lay under the j nu 

_ _ r ,t ■- .. • , . r .1 1 rr^i /in' 


and Brcf 


Prujfi 


Oder. The Aujl, 


was advancing to the relief of the place, attacked the prince 


Bref 


refiftance 


eminence on the banks of the Oder , where he was made pn- 


Avjl 


at¬ 


tended by only a fingle groom, to reconnoitre; a circumftance 
that has not yet been cleared up to the public, efpecially, as 

fki, _ . • 1 .1 1 • .1 T 


preceding engagemei 

■ Brel 




as 
not 
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Brejlau, upon this, fell into the hands of the Aujlrians ; B m 
took pofieffion of the prince of Bevern 's ftrong camp, and his 
army amounted to 70,000 excellent troops. His Prujfian ma- 
jelly was then in Lufatia , from whence he detached marflial 
Keith , who raifed contributions in Bohemia , almoft as far ac 
the gates of Prague , while he himfelf, at the head of 
above 15,000 men, made a prodigious march of 200 miles' 
and entered Silejia on the 2d of December. He was there 
joined by the prince of Bevern s army, and the garrifon of 

who upon hearing of his victory at Rojhch 
mattered their convoy, which was conducting them to their 
quarters of captivity. 

Being thus, beyond his expectation, reinforced, he rcfolved 
which he to give battle to the Aujlrians under count Daun , who, far 

from declining the engagement, quitted their ftrong campon 
the 5th of December , and both armies met near the village of 
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near 


defeats 
the 


n u - 



Jhians, Leiithcn , where the Aujlrians took up another very advan* 

tngeous ground, and Daun potted them with great judgment, 
for he rendered the approaches to his army inacceflible to the 
dreadful Prujfian cavalry, by the trees he cut down. Thofe 
excellent precautions did not prevail againft the refolutionof 
his 

but especially of his artille;/- which was excellently 
ferved, he beat the Aijirians from their intrenchments (though 
they fought with prodigious int.epidityj with the lofs of6coo 
of their belt troops; 15,000 were made prifoners, and 2:0 
pieces of their cannon were taken. It has been juftly obfervCd, 
that this vidory was gained chiefly through his majefty’s 
fagacity, which, from the pofition of the Aujlrians enabled 
him to judge of their plan of operations, 
and re- This battle, which is fometimes called that of Brejlau , and 
takes that fometimes that of Li [fa , was one of the moft wonderful that 

- « n t • ii« ^ • 1 t « • 


capital. 
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Frederic ever had obtained, as appeared by its confequences. 


On the 7th of December , notwithfianding the rigour of the 
fcafon, he befieged Brejlau , which was furrendered to him 
on the 20th of January following, and the Aijlrian garrifon, 
coniitting of 10,000 fighting men, befides 4000 fick and 
v/ounded, were made prifoners of war, while marflial Keith 
rejoined his army laden with the fpoils of Bohemia . Even 
thofe advantages were infufficient to fatisfy the aCtive fpirit of 
Frederic ; for in the middle of January he blockaded Schweid- 
nitz, and reduced great part of the Aijlrian Silcfia , We mull 


The 

S*uirdes 

defeated 


not, however, omit that after the advantages gained in 
phalia , by D'Etrecs and Richelieu , the terror of the king of 
Prujfia s friends was encreafed by the AuJlrian general Hod- 
dick, laying Berlin , which was but poorly fortified, under 
contribution. But we are now to qttend the warlike opera¬ 
tions in other parts of the empire. 

Upon the retreat of the Riijfians from the Prujfian territo¬ 
ries, his Prujfian majefty ordered his general, Lchwald , to 

march with an army into Pomerania againft the Swedes , who 

behaved 
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behaved with as much pufillanimity as their anceftors had 
done with courage, when they made the houfe of Avjlrta 
tremble. Lehwald drove them out of Prujfian Pomerania , and 
they were obliged to take refuge under the cannon of Stralfund; 

\dien the dutchy of Mcchlenbiirg-Schvjcrin was almoft aefo- 
lited, by orders of his Prnjjlan majefty, for the unfeafonable 
attachment which its duke, who was obliged to retire to 
\lulcc, had fhewn to the enemies of PruJJia. On the 30th 
of dugujl 1757, Lehwald had engaged 50,000 Ruffians, by 
whom his handful of men was defeated, though with great 
credit to himfelf, and his matter's arms. But the chief event 
of that time, was that of the Hanoverians refuming their 
-irmc. after the convention of CloBerfevcn. This a£h was not The 


2C 


arms, after the convention of Clojlerfevcn. This a£h was not 1 ne 
more binding upon them than upon the French, and yet the French ex 

latter violated every article of the capitulation. Richelieu s P e - !e< * 
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pelled 


diftreifed circumftances obliged him to fubfift upon rapine, tro;r ‘ 
and his example was faithfully followed by his foldiery, to the n ' J Vi ‘ r , 
intolerable oppreffion of the inhabitants. His Britannic ma¬ 
jefty complained of thole hardlhips. The king of PruJJia up¬ 
braided his Britannic majefty with having led him into a war 
and then deferting him. The Britijh commander was report¬ 
ed to be diflatisfied with the regency of Hanover, who had laid 
him under a ncceftity of figningthe convention. It was difliked 


I I at London, and the court of Verfallies refufed to ratify it. The 
[ French, in their mafter’s name, actually took pofltffion of the 
eleftorate, in which they altered even the civil government. 

I The truth is, the regency of Hanover were fend of a capitulation 
at any rate, and the French thought that, in the diftrefled con¬ 
dition the Hanoverians were, none ought to have been granted, 
unlefs they had furrendered themfelves prifoners of war. For 
that real'on, they multiplied grievances and oppreffions upon 
the unhappy natives beyond meafure, perhaps, in hopes of 
extinguifhing their patience. Their army, on the other hand, 
regardlefsof all military difeipline, lived riotoufly on the ipoils 
of Hanover, and fell into difeafes that foon thinned their 
numbers. Richelieu demanded that the Hanoverians fhouid 
deliver up their arms ; a condition that had not been ft ip elated 
by the convention of Clojlerfevcn , and he fhut them up in 
[uch narrow cantonments that they could not fubfift. Atlaft 
it was pretended that Hanover was a conquered country, and 
one Faiday was fent from Paris, with unlimited powers to 
colled its revenues and commit what excefles he pleafed. In 
lliort, never was there a more juftifiable occafion for a people's 
returning their arms, than what now prefented itfelf to the 
Hanoverians. 

His Britannic majefty publillied a manifefto in their juftifi- with p; 
cation, in which he l’evercly upbraided the French for their diojGus 
breach of the Clojlerfevcn articles, and he named prince Fer- lofs. 

• (linancl , brother to the reigning duke of Brunjivic , to com- 


ro 


roand his eledoral army, and : 
Word for the rdump-ti'on gone 


its rdlies. No fooner was the 
forth, than the Hanoverians 
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were In arms, and the French were alarmed in every corner of 
the electorate, and retreated without making any refinance 
but in defending the caftle of Harburg. The face of the war 
irt Wejlphalia was then changed. Prince Ferdinand marched to 
Ultzen, half way between Zell and Lunenburg , expecting to 
be attacked by a large body of French horfe, which had patted 
the Aller under Broglto, and which was intended only as an 
effort for fome waggons, that had carried off the fpoils of R a . 
never, and then prince Ferdinand put his troops into winter- 

7 t -% ■ .1 _ n * _:_ _ n » : 


During 


m 


and the Elbe-, but were difpoffeffed of it with more rapidity 
than they had conquered it. Near 500-000 men were in arms 
in the empire ; two armies of French and one of Swedes were 

• ' •» T> rr 

Rvjjian pro- 


grefs was ftopt by their defeating Lehwald. 


Ti 


# 


77 4 

contributions he raifed in Saxony, and he even fent a fmall 
body of horfe to prince Ferdinand, after he had refumed his 


arms 


Hanoverian 


dinand was again in motion. Their main body marched on 
the right to the country of Bremen, and another divifion under 


Zaflrciv to the left towards Giffc 


Count Clernmt 


had fucceeded Richelieu in the command of the French, who 


/ -- 

Verde. 


pod: 


Otterjburg, 


B run ft 


confiderable detachment of French who were polled at Hoya, 
under the count dc Chaboi, with a ccnduft and intrepidity that 
would have done honour to the mod: experienced commander. 
The defpondency of the French now became general; deftitute 
of arms, cloathing and fubfxfrence, they were every where 
beaten, and every where retreated. They were fo dif- 
pirited, that even the Flanovcrian peafants knocked them on 
the head with their clubs; and at lad: the duke of Randan, 
the governor of Hanover, whofe humanity and-virtues cannot 
be diffidently extolled, evacuated that capital. Every corner 
of the electorate was filled with Ikirmilhes ; but all to the dif- 
advantage of the French. They threw a garrifon 

« ^ ^ >ri « i • \ 1 . 1 . t r 


Marti) 


after a liege of nine days. The Hanoverian hudars, or 
cut thenr off like fo many beads of prey, and out of 150,000 
who had entered the electorate, not above 40,000 again reach¬ 
ed the Rhine; and that too with great difficulty. 

_ The Britijh parliament were the fprings of all this fudden 

15 ty of the revolution in the affairs of the empire. It fent 100,000 1 . to 

n.itthp Hanoverians in motion, and in April his. Britannic ma- 


Genero- 


Britiftf 

parlia¬ 

ment. 


jedy concluded 
\vhich t 
from G 


Prufft 


not 
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not make peace without the other. So immcnfe a fubfitly 
^onilhed, but was fo far from difcouraging, his Prujjian ma- 
jejly’s enemies, that they redoubled their efforts againft him. 
The command of the Ruffi n army was given to the generals 


251 


Brswn and Fermor 


The Swedes refolved to fend their troops 

• 1 /"I 1 • 1 • t r * 4 


again into the field, notwithftanding their late di (graces, and 
the emprefs-queen reinforced her armies under count Daun 9 
from Tufcany , the Milancfc , and her dominions. The hard- 
jhips of the laft campaign rendered it prudent for his Pruffian 
majefty, not to take the field till the beginning of Aprils and 
then he laid fi:ge to Schwcidniiz , which was taken in thir¬ 
teen days, and its garrifon, which was reduced from 7 to 3000 
men, furrendered themfdves prifoners of war. Having thus 
cleared his dominions of all his enemies, he meditated how to 
fecure them. He had an army under count Dobna in Pome¬ 
rania , which overawed the Swedes and Mecklenburghers. An¬ 
other ftrong body of his troops was ported between Wahlau 
and Glogau to cover Sikfa , and his brother, prince Henry , was 
at the head of 30 battalions, and 43 fquadrons in Saxony , to „ 
face the army of the empire. After he had reduced Scbiueid- king 
he made difpofitions as if he intended again to penetrate °* f ril il la 
into Bohemia; but all of a hidden, on the 27th of May, he befieges 
opened trenches againrt the city of Olmutz , the barrier of Ointutz* 
Moravia, which he intended fhould be the fcenc of action 
during the enfuing campaign. Marfhal Daun took his rout 
thro 5 Bohemia to relieve Olmutz , but finding himfelf unable to 
fight the Prujjians, he chofe fuch afituation in the mountainous 
country, that he could at once hurrafs their army and cut oft* 
their (applies from Silcfta , while he himfelf prelcrved a com¬ 
munication with the fertile country of Bohemia. The king 
had not fufficiently conlidcred the difficulties of his under¬ 
taking, and the rtrength of his own army, which was not nu¬ 
merous enough completely to invert that great and ftrong city, 
which was the key of Henna itfelf, Daun threw fupplies into 
it with cafe, and was fo fituated, that he could not be forced 


to a battle. 


nd was fo fituated, that he could not be forced 
Fhe garrifon barrelled his majefty by perpetual 


tallies, and his fupplies from Silcfta were intercepted, while 
the country round Olmutz afforded little or no fubfiftence for 
his army. Daun hearing of a Pruffian convoy that was ar¬ 
rived at Troppau, by a mafterly manoeuvre cut it off. It was 
now the end of July, the Ruffians were ravaging Silefta , Berlin 
was threatened, and Frederic obliged to lye inactive before a 
place which defied his arms. 

All thofe motives prevailed with him to raife this ruinous Battle of 
hege, but inftead of retreating, which might have proved Zsrndorff 
fatal to him, by an uncommon effort of genius, he gained 
twenty-four hours march of the Aufrians , penetrated into 
bohemia, took a ereat maeazine at LeutemiffeL defeated 


a great 


magazine 


Leutemijfel > defeated 


7000 Aufrians that were entrenched before Konigjgratz , and 
ieized that important pafs with very little lofs to himfelf. No¬ 
thing could have hindered him from marching to Prague , but 

3 the 
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the clanger of his hereditary dominions from the Ruffians , who 
were now befieging the important fortrefs of Cuftrin , the only 
barrier which oppofed their progrefs to the defenceless gates 
of Berlin. The Svjedcs had gained ground upon his generals 
in Pomerania , and the army of the empire began to pinch the 

1 • I 7 T A # a 7 F / f * ^ 


Henry , at Diepoldfi 
he lay with about 20,000 men. Count Daun , 


Henry 


fig 


many 


his own army, and that of the army of the empire; but hi? 


Drefdi 


Prujfit 


Ode) 


icth of Augujl joined count Dohna at Frankftn 
On the 23d he croiTed that river, and the Rujfu 


Cufl 


- -- 

'Lornnorjf. There 


f 


at 


Rujfu 


4 ■ 


The latter fuffered themfelves to be cut in pieces, but they 
would not fly, and at laft changing their paflive into active 


t'alour, they broke with their bayonets at the ends of their 
mufkets into the hitherto impenetrable line of PruJJian in¬ 
fantry. Frederic at once faw the overfight of his enemy’s 
generals, in not fupporting their foot with a body of horle,and 
brought up his own cavalry fo feafonably, that the naked bat¬ 
talions of the Ruffians were cut down almoft without refiftance, 
while they were endeavouring to get drunk by the plunder of 

they were thus expofed to uni- 

___ 0 ., _ „_1 in their turn attacked the Pnf 

flans with their unbroken cavalry ; and the Rujfians at laftre¬ 
tired to a rifing ground, being chiefly favoured by the fatigues 


their own waggons. While 




10,000 Ruff 


In this battle, which is called that of Zorn - 


gained by derff^ __ 

his Pr f mortally wounded, 939 officers were taken prifoners, and 
■fu<n ma- their lofs upon the whole amounted to above zr,ocomen, 


jeflv, 

who is 


befides their military cheft, and a fine train of artillery, while 


# 

After this battle 


furprized on the frontiei s of Poland. Th 
at tieeb- fpite to Frederic . Da 


Ruffians drew off towards Landfp 


hr cl: in. 


and fo fituated as to cover th 


Ville , and Laudchn , but rerna 
icighbourhood of prince Henry 


Imperial 


Macg, 


to which he was greatly fuperior. Th 
backwardnefs of the court of Vienna , which would much 
more willingly have recovered Silefia than delivered Saxony 

Ire, however, on the 5th of 
fortrefs of Sonncjhin , after a 
faint refinance. Daun , receiving more active orders from his 
comt, thought now of palling the Elbe and reluming his for¬ 
mer defign, of putting prince Henry's army between hi:- own 

fire 


The Jlvji, 
September , 
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fire and that of the army of the empire. Bat on the 1 ith of 
September he had intelligence of his Pruffian majefty being on 
the borders of Saxony. This march dilconcerted the Aujirian 
operations ; Laudohn abandoned the Lower L : Jatia , where he 
had obtained many advantages, Daun retreated to Zitiau. and 
the army of the empire remained in the ftrong poft of Pima , 
while the Swedes , difeouraged by the event of the battle of 
Zorndorff, were retreating towards their own country. His 
Pruffetn majefty feized the important poft of Bautzen , and ex¬ 
tended his right wing to Hochkirchen , one of the moft defirable 
fituations he could wifti for. Daun 's intention v. T as to cut 
him off from Silefia , and Frederic’s to cut Daun off from 
Bohemia. Daun had fuftered greatly in his reputation for his 
long inactivity, even with his own court, and he refolved upon a 
bold ftroke, which was that of furprizing the Prujfians in their 
camp, which he well knew to be acceilible, the chief failing 
of his PruJJian majefty being that of having too great a con¬ 
tempt for the underftanding of his enemies. It is faid, that 
marlhal Keith endeavoured to make him fenfible that his camp 
might be attacked, but the precaution was negleCted. In the 
dead of a dark night Daun marched his army in three columns, 

Oftober the 14th, and each divifion united at the point of 
time, near the PruJJian camp. The attack began about five in ^ ^ 
the morning ; Keith , who had forefeen it, was on horfeback, ,, t y E - 2t u 
and (hot dead, but he faved the Pruffian army by the ftand he ( ^ e 
made. Prince Francis of Brunfivic s head was Ihot off, as he • , ce D p 
was mounting his horfe. The king being awakened, foon r wic 
perceived that all depended upon himfelf. The main attack 
was upon the right of his army ; he reinforced it from the left; 
the Aujlrians pouring in frefh numbers, he was beaten out of 
the village of Hochkirchen , but made fo wonderful a retreat, in 
falling back upon IVeiffenburg , that he feemed only to have 
altered the pofition of his army. This bloody attack coft 
him 7000 men, and the Aujlrians 50S0; but the lofs of Keith 
was irreparable to his Pruffan majefty. He was brother to 
th t Scotch earl Marjhal , blit being concerned in the rebellion 
of the year 1715, he was obliged to ferve in foreign armies, 
and having acquired great reputation in RuJJia , he was invited 
by his PruJJian majefty to a rank in his army that was worthy 

ll!C nr\T\1o K!/\r\^ nrr/J f oUilif ino Prmr»o ++****> 

a 

moft promifing genius in war. 

It was univerfally agreed, that his Pruffan majefty m 


his noble blood and great abilities. Prince Francis of Brunj 
svic had early diftinguifhed himfelf as a general, and was ; 


"ver 


_ _ _^ G 

appeared fo great as he did after he was lurprized at Hoch- tejiecred 

birchen , and no general in Europe^ perhaps, but himi'eif, could 0 
have made fo mafterly a retreat, after loftng the two generals 
on whom he principally depended. In the mean while, the 
Ruffians feemed refolved, by their barbarity, to make amends 
for their former inactivity. Their ravages and n-.affacres were 
inhuman almoft beyond example. They remained in their 
camp, near Landfperg , till the 21ft of September, and, on the 

Vou IX. " S' ‘ 26th 
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cjuemiy extremely convenient for the Ruffians landing troops 
in Germany by which they faved prodigious land marches. 
CAbcrg was weak, but it was bravely defended, and the be- 
fiegeis were unfkiJful in their approaches ; fo that on the 2'th 
of 0-51 ohcr they railed the ftege, and retired out of Pomerania 

and barbarous conduit was, perhaps, of 
great Drejudice to his Pru fan majefty, as it ferved to confirm 

V - * ^ i ^ Ilf * 1 • 


Their difgraceful 


him in the mean opinion he had conceived of them. The 
Andrians were then in the middle of Silcfia, and carrying on 
the ftege of NciJ's . The king was, at fir ft, in fome doubt 
whether he fhould march to the relief of this place, cr 


remain in Saxony. He ehofe to do the former, and drew large 
reinforcements from his brother prince Henry s army. On 
the 24th of November he filently, by night, quitted his camp 
at Debrcfchv.iT, , and without any material interruption he brat 
v j, ry v 2- party of the Aujlrians in the plain cf Gorlitz. Dunn, who 

J had not dreamed of this march, fent Laudobn, with 24,coo men, 
in purfuit of his Prvjjtan majtfty; but in the mean time he 
formed the ftege of Drefden, into which the remains of the 

Pi 

i 


den. 


itsfubu:b 

burnt. 


P ruff an army, lately under prince Henry ^ had thrown them- 
elves. Letpfc , at the fame time, was befieged by the army of 

the empire, and 'Toryan by detachments from both. 

His Pruffian majefty by his march facrinced S 
3 fafety of Si/efia. He railed the liege of Nrifs , ; 


Saxony for the 
and the block¬ 


ade of Ccfcl , and forced the Aujlrians to fall back upon ft; 
hernia and the Aujlrian Silcfia , while his general, JVedef drov 


e 


the Aulirlans from Torgau , as far as Eulenbnrg. 
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Dauii) how¬ 


ever, proceeded in the ftege of Drefden , which was defended 
by count Schmeitau with 


a 


garrifon of 


1 a,coo 


P ruffians. 

Schmeitau was under the diiagreeable neceflity of deftroying 
the fuburbs of Drefden , (which of themfelves formed a molt 
magnificent city) if the ftege went on. He put it in Da tins 
option to defift from his enterprize, or to fee the fuburbs in 
flames. Dann threatened him with re'prifills in the latter cafe. 
Schmeitau juftified himfelf by the neceflity he was under, and 
about 250 houfes of the fuburbs were reduced to allies on the 
1 cth of November , a military execution that was thought to 
be hut mild, and fo reprefentc-d by his Pruffian majefty; and 

th, it was executed with all the humanity that 


to lay the truth 
the neceflity of the juncture could admit of. 


The king ot 
here he had 



.‘•i mnimy 

O’ fl'** 


king crofted Lufaiia, palled the E!be y joined his troops under 
his generals Dohna and JPeclel , and made a triumphant entry 
into Drefden on the 2cth of November , while the 

Darn and the empire retreated into Bohemia. 
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jjid* fix fieges were raifed almoft at the fame time, that of 
Csib erg by the Ruffians, that of Leipfic by the duke of Deux 
pants, who commanded the army of the emp re, that of Dref- 
dcn by Daun, thofe of Neifs, Cofel and Totgau by the AuJ- 

trians. _ 

While the king of Pruffiia, in different parts of Germany,vizs 
carrying on a war extremely interefting to himfelf. Great 
Britain in another quarter was fighting in a quarrel in which 
fhe had little or no concern. His Britannic majefty, upon the 
retreat of the duke of Cumberland from his military com¬ 
mands, had appointed prince Ferdinand his commander 
in chief in Germany. Great Britain perhaps was unfortu¬ 
nate in this appointment; prince Ferdinand was a foldier of 
fortune, he had feen fome fervice in the Pruffian armies, but 
he had no manner of concern in the event of the caufe for 
which he fought, being himfelf neither a Briton nor a Hano¬ 
verian, and his eldeft brother, the duke of Brunjwic , a declared 
partizan of France. After the prince had purfued the French to 
the Rhine, he thought of interrupting the operations of the 
prince of Soubife , who was preparing to befiege Caffiel. The 
French made a ftand at the village of Crcvclt ; a battle was 
fought, in which the hereditary prince of Brunjwic gave the 
molt fignal proofs of his courage and conduit, and great ge- 
neralthip was exerted on both fides; but though the Hano¬ 
verians were faid to have had the advantage in lofing only 
3,000 men, while the lofs of the French amounted to 7,000, 
yet we cannot confider this battle in any other light than that 
ofa wanton fpilling of blood, as it had no confequenccs. The 
French were upon their own borders, and could eafily not 
only recruit their army, but fend reinforcements to the prince 

of Soubife , which they actually did, and thereby Broglie was French re* 
enabled to defeat the Heffian army under the prince of Yyfen- cru ,; t t h $ f 
burg on the 23d of July, by which they got pofleffion of tbe arm * o 
Wefer, and all that part of TVeftphalia. This difconcerted 
prince Ferdinand, who took Duffieldorp that he might multiply 
his pafles ori the Rhine, which, after various motions, he was 
obliged to repafs with great difficulty. Imhoffi, die Hanove¬ 
rian general, had beat Ckevert , an active French commander, 
and a body of 10^000 Britijh troops under the duke of Marl¬ 
borough had landed at Embden * and was on their march to 
join prince Ferdinand at the time the prince of Yfenburg was 
defeated. There were fome reafons to apprehend that the 
French might make an effort to intercept this body, but Im - 
hoffi being joined by fome detachments under prince Ferdi¬ 
nand, met the duke of Marlborough , and ail of them arrived 
fafe in the Hanoverian camp. 

The court of Vienna , at this time, loft all the regard they Ingraft- 
had hitherto pretended to'wards the king of Great Britain and tuJeofthe 


his allies, whom it accufed of being the aiders and abettors 


rarrefs' 


of the king of Pruffia ’s rebellion. On 2 sir of Anguft a 9 
conclufum of the Aulic council was iffued, by which his Bri- 
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tannic majefty, as elector of Hanover ^ the landgrave of JJeJJe 

prince Ferdinand of Brunjwic , the count de Lippg 
Bitkebourg , and others, were threatened with penalties in their 


Caff'el , 


perfons, dignities, and eftates, and revocatory letters were 
pubiifhed, requiring them within a limited time to difmifs 
their armies, to renounce their connexions with the king of 
PruJJia , to pay their Roman months, and to fend their contin¬ 
gencies of troops to the field, upon pain of being put underthe 
ban of the empire. Inferior perfons were proceeded againft 
with equal vigour; but this ingratitude and feverity ierved 
only to unite "thole allies the more clofely, and to infpire the 
public with high indignation againft the emprefs queen, who 


had been fo lately faved by the generous efforts of that very 
power fhe was now endeavouring to ruin. His Pruffian ma- 
jefty, on his part, proceeded with an equal fhew of refolu- 
tion. He declared that he would now no longer confider 
Saxony as a depoilt, but as a conquered country. He laid its 
fubjeXs under heavy taxes, and employed very difagreeable 
means to oblige the magiftrates of Dantzic, Leipjic , and other 
cities to fupply him with money, by drawing upon their fo¬ 
reign correfpondents, a ccnduX which his Polijh majefty com¬ 
plained of as being highly unjuft. 

The line which the Aujirians and their allies took up in 
their winter quarters, extended from the frontiers of Mora¬ 
via through Bohemia , and as far as the borders of Saxony , 
where it joined the Imperial army, and the chain was extended 
through Thuringia and Franconia , till it joined the French 
army under Soubife , whofe cantonments extended along the 
Maine and the Laim till it joined with thofe of Contades , and 
continued the chain to the Macfe ; fo that they were in faft 
mailers of both fides the Rhine. This amazing line far ex¬ 
ceeded any thing of the like kind that prince Ferdinand could 
eftablifti. His army was obliged to take up its winter quar¬ 
ters in the bifhoprics of Munjler , Padcrborn , Hildejbeim , and 
the landgraviate of Hcjfe , but his troops were contiguous, and 


nication with them 


could eafily unite ; and the king of PruJJia opened a commu- 

m through Thuringia. Some unfuccefsful 
overtures of peace were made during the winter of the year 
1758, but each of the powers at war imagined it favv cir- 
cumflances that muft be dccifive in its own favour. The Ruf¬ 
fians had poffeftion of all the kingdom of PruJJia , and the 
French of the rich dutchics of < Juliet's and Cicvcs , lb that his 
Pruffian majefty was cut off from the greateft part of his do¬ 
minions and revenues. His armies were no longer invincible, 
rhe excellent generals with whom he had originally taken the 
Held were de o r cut oft', and his difcipline could not fupply 

Even the rich pro- 
_an to be drained ; fo 
that the on!'/ lure relburce he now had, was the fubfidy 


troops fo fa ft as to anfwer his demand. 
vir.ee of Saxony v/es exhauftible, and beg 


lie received ftuni Gnat Britain , 


dried up, upon the ft ill change of the Britijh miniftrv. 


fupply which muft foon be 

The 


Britijh 
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Britijb government, hoy/ever, thought that tire {late of their 
affairs in America required the war to be continued in Ger¬ 
many > where both the French and Aujlriam had buffered many- 

heavy blows. 

The resources of the court of Vienna , on the other hand, 
were ftill amazing, and the emprefs queen continued to bring 
vaft armies into the field. The Ruffians had extended them- 
felves into the New Marche of Brandenburgh, and Daiin had 
hulbanded his force with great care, fo as to be able to take 
the field early. The Swedes had obtained fome advantages in 
Pomerania, it being impoffible for his Pruffian majefty to fup- 
ply every feene of war with troops ; but he had endeavoured 
to indemnify himfelf by laying the dutchy of Mecklenburg un¬ 
der feverc contributions. Upon the whole, the jealoufy and 
dilatorinefs of the court of Vienna , and its tying up its ge¬ 
nerals to cabinet inftru&ions, was of infinite fervice to Fre¬ 
deric 3 nor could the princes of the empire behold with indif¬ 
ference their country defolated by their French allies. Their Treachery 
flagrant infraction of good faith and the rights of the empire °f the 
inieizing Frankfort laft year, by which they fecured to them- French, 
felves the courfe of the Maine and the Rhine, and preferved 
their communication with the Imperial and Aujlrian armies, 
was the only folid advantage they were now polfeffed of, and 
prince Ferdinand thought it of the utmoft confequence to dif- 
Iodge them. A ftror.g body of Imperialifls and Auflrians had 
diflodged, in their turn, the Hanoverians and Prujjians who 
had taken poft in the landgraviate of Heffie but they were 
attacked with a prodigious vivacity by a detachment of the 
allied army under the hereditary prince of Brunfivic. This 
young hero, with an a&ivity and refolution fcarcely ever pa¬ 
ralleled, led his troops by defiles with which few of the na¬ 
tives them felves were acquainted ; he attacked his enemies fo 
unexpectedly and fo rapidly, that they loft poft after poft, 
and whole batallions were cut off or made prifoners with their 
officers. This vivacity aftonifhed the French under the duke 
of Broglio , and he took poft at Bergen , a village between 
Frankfort and Hanau , fo fituated that he could be attacked in 
his front only. Prince Ferdinand determined, if poxTible, to who de- 
diflodge him, as he could not otherwife carry on his grand feat the 
operation. He made the attempt, but was repulfed, and all allies at 
he could do, was to put on fo good a face that he efcaped B.rgcn* 
without being cut in pieces, nor did the great encomiums be¬ 
llowed upon' his refolution and generalfhip make amends for 
fo ill judged an attempt, by which he loft all expectation of 
diflodging the French from Franckfort, and likevvife cut the 
prince off from all hopes of aCting in concert with his Pruf¬ 
fian majefty. In the mean while, fo early as the 23d of Feb¬ 
ruary, the Pruffian general JVoberfnow made an irruption into 
Poland , with an intention to deftroy the Ruffian magazines on 
the frontiers of that kingdom, in which he partly fuccecded, 
apd on the 18th of April he returned without any confide) able 
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lofs to Glogau in Silefia. Prince Henry , about the fame time 
perceiving that the A Jirians in Bohemia were defiling towards 
the frontiers of Silefia , made a hidden irruption into Bohemia . 
His army was divided into two columns, one took the rout 
of Peterjtvade , and penetrated zs far as Lobofcbutz and Lelt- 
meritz , every where repelling the enemy and deftroying their 
magazines. 

'he other divifion was commanded by general HuJfen , who 
pperations the important town of Pajberg , and above 2000 of the 
jn iiiejia J 2 frians prifoners, with the lofs of no more than 70 men. 
and Sax- j| e t ^ en re tumed, carrying off with him hoftages for the 

payment of the contributions. Prince Henry giving his army 
a (hort refpite, then marched through Voigtland in fearch of 
the army of the empire, which retreated before him. At Hoff 
in Franconia , he attacked and defeated the Auflrian genera], 
Macguire , who retreated in the night-time. The prince con¬ 
tinued advancing, and, on the 16th of May^ the rich town 
Bamberg furrendered to him upon terms. When the Pruf¬ 
fians where in pofi'efiion of one of its gates, they were alarmed 
by a body of Aufrian irregulars, and this being by the Pruj- 
fans conftrued into an infradtion of the capitulation, the city 
was for two days moft infamoufly abandoned to pillage. The 
Aufrian army continued to retire as far as Nuremberg , while 
the prince laid the bifhoprics of Bamberg and IVurizburg un¬ 
der contribution. All thofe partial fucceffes made a noife in 
gazettes, but did not much contribute to the great operati¬ 
ons of the campaign, as prince Ferdinand had failed in his at¬ 
tack upon the French. The latter continued to fupport th 
army of the empire j and the Aufrians , during the prince’s 
abfence, had penetrated again into Saxony. The prince was 
obliged to evacuate Franconia , and to return to his old fixa¬ 
tion in Saxony on the frontiers of Silefia. Upon the whole, 
the allied army was, at this time, in a moft undefirable condi¬ 
tion. The confequences of prince Ferdinand’s defeat at Ber¬ 
gen became every day more and more vifible ; a fcarcity next 
to a famine prevailed in the allied army, while the French lived 
Advan- in the bofom of plenty. Their troops, both on the Upper and 

Lower Rhine , were now put in motion under their new gene 


a 

W 


tages 


gained by. ral, the marflial Contades , and cn the 3d of June they joined 
thzFretich, at Marpourg ; from thence he fent a detachment to take pof- 

feifion of Caffel , the capital of HeJJ'e , which was evacuated by 
general Imhojf. From thence the duke of Broglio advanced 
into the territories of Hanover , and without oppofition be¬ 
came mailer of Gottingen. Prince Ferdinand was in no con¬ 
dition to face him, and forced to retire from poft to poll. 
All he could do, was to reinforce the garrifons of LipjHdt, 
Ritbcrg, Munjlcr and Min den ; but his precautions availed 
but little. The duke of Broglio took Ritberg and Minder^ 
and made general 2 lajlrow , with a garrifon of 1,500 men, 
prifoners of war, befides taking immenfe magazines of pro- 
vifions. 

On 
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On the 25th of July , the garrifon of Munfter , confiding of They take 
1030 men, furrendered themfelves and the place to D'Armen- Munfter. 
tiers’, in fhort, the French now thought the conqueft of Ha¬ 
nover certain. By the motions of the allied army, the great 
aim of their commander in chief feemed to be to cover his 
native country of Brunfwic ; and nothing but the moft pal¬ 
pable mifeonduft on the part of the French could have pre¬ 
vented his communication from being cut off with the Elbe 
and the Wefer. It was now thought that the Hanoverians 
inuft be again difarmed, and all the care of the French was to 
feenre their conquefts by the moft inhuman methods, which 
were dictated by the duke de Belleijle , the French minifter of 
war, to ntades. The French were at this time encamped to 
great advantage near Minclen , and all of a hidden the army of 
the allies advanced and took up quarters at Peter foehn, from 
whence prince Ferdinand, on the 29th of July, marched to¬ 
wards Hillen, but left a body under JVangenheim on the Wc- 
fer, and he detached 6,000 men under the hereditary prince to 
have an eye upon the enemy’s left flank, and to cut off their 
convoys from Paderhorn. The French calling a council of war, 
refolved to leave their ftrong camp and to advance into the 
plain, with an intention to attack JVangenheim, and upon his 
defeat, which they looked upon as certain, to cut off the 
prince’s communication with the JVtfer, and thus to finiHi the 
entire ruin cf the allied army. On the iff of Augvjr, the The 
duke of Brcg/io led on the attack, but having mounted an French 
eminence, he found that inffead of encountering the detached defeated 
body under JVangenheim, he was to fight the whole allied army, at the 
which was drawn up in excellent order and well fortified by battle of 
artillery. It was then too late for him to retreat; they found Minden . 
the prince had marched back in the night time, and Broglio 
refolved to attack JVangenheim s corps. His center confided of 
horfe, and he was oppolcd by fi x Eng/if j regiments, fupported 
by two battalions of Hanoverian guards. The whole brunt 
of the battle fell upon this handful. The Englijh regiments 
of JValde.grave and Kingjley , led on by their colonels, per¬ 
formed wonders; they fulrained the repeated (hocks of the 
French cavalry, which was deemed to be irrefiftable. In fhort, 
they gained a compleat victory, to the furprize of their com¬ 
mander in chief himfelf, if not in violation of his order';. 

When the French began to give way, the prince fent orders 
lor lord George SackviUc, who commanded the Britijh ca¬ 
valry, to advrnce ; but the order not being fufliciently clear, 
the enemy retreated, with fuch precipitation, that the divi- 
fion under his lordfhip had little or no {hare in the honour of 
the day. 

In the mean while, the hereditary prince engaged and de¬ 
feated a body of French under the duke de Brifac, and forced 
them into Minden, a circumftance which compleated the glo¬ 
ries of the day. The French were now cut off from all the 
paffes by which they could draw their pro villous, and were no 
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longer in pofleffion of the advantageous poft thev occunl^ 
before the battle; they could not keep their footing in Min 
dm ; they were obliged to fly with precipitation to theealT 
ward of the TVefcr, deftitute of all the means of fubfiftenee ' 
their lots amounted to about 7,000 men, that of the Em id 

Confe- to abou£ ! > 2 °°> and that of all the reft of the allied armv did 
quencesof not exceed 800 more. The confequences of this battle (one 
the battle, the g l orious that ever was gained, becaufe obtained 

by a prodigious, inferiority of ftrength, over a numerous, re¬ 
gular, well diLiplmed army, and without any concurrent cir- 

cumftance but that of downright valour) were far from being 
anlwerable to the glorious efforts which gained it. The Bn 
tijh commander was difgraced for tardinefs. The equipages 
of the marflial de Ccntades, the prince of Conde, and the duke 
de Brijac, their military cheft and papers, were taken. Bel 
leijle s letters to Contades were publifhed by authority and 
from them it appeared, that the French were ref'olved to carrv 
on the war like barbarians and ruffians. . The fubfeque/ 

. , operations of the campaign were difgraceful to the allies- 
not right- the hereditary p„nce of Brunfwic ,, as ufual, ferved with greZ 
im- activity and fpirit, but nothing decifive was undertaken bv 
proved. the commander in chief. It is true, he followed the French 

and obliged them to retire towards Caffiel , which they like- 
wue evacuated ; but it was the 7th of September before the 
inconhderabie caftle of Marpurg was reduced by the allies 
and here the g cries of the campaign were at an end. Mun- 
Jur was behind them, well garrifoned and in the hands of the 
trench. Ysince Ferdinand had detached general Imhoff to be- 
liege it, but D Armentieres obliged him to raife the fiege; and, 

the , T h 5 le u’ bef ° r ?. tbe end of the campaign, though 
the r) ench had been obliged to retreat through a vaft extent 

of country, yet they were almoft in as good a condition as at 

its beginning, and the allies under prince Ferdinand re- 

pa led the A bine and the Lippe in a moft unaccountable 
manner. 


Progrefs 

of the 
Ruffians. 


The 

iffian 


Or 
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and Swedes. Of thofe, the 






appeared now to be the moir formidable, for their army in 
Germany, which was commanded by count Soitikok amounted 
to ico,oco men, and were in full march towards Silejia. 
His 1 ruffian inajefty ordered count Dobna to oppofe them: 
but that general found them better polled and difeiplined than 
his rna.ier had imagined. Frederic upbraided him with back- 
warcneis, and appointed TVedel to fucceed him, with ftricl 
commands to nght his enemies at all events. Nothing but 

the danger his hereditary dominions were in, from the i midi on 

of the Affirtans with the Ruffians, could have juftified this 
OT i Cr * £ , v lfi ans y by the 23d of "June , were advan- 

tv to g e£ between the P ruffians and the Oder, 

fffiedel, though inferior to them, not only by 30,000 men, 

but in all other refpedls, attacked them in their march, but 


--—— v? 

order. The Ruffi, 
ccd to 'Lullckan, t< 

Wedel, though infe 
but in all other re 
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v.'as defeated, loft 4,700 in killed and prifoners, befides 3,000 
4 at were wounded. General Manteuffel was among the lat¬ 
ter, but the brave general Woberfnow was killed, and the Ruf- 
L ns feized upon CroJJen and Franckfort upon the Oder. Daun 
knew that they laboured under a want of cavalry, and he 
fnpplied them with 12,coo, befides 3,000 foot under Lau- 
fcbn. The king of PruJJia was again in a fituation of doubt 
and diftrefs. He left the command of part of his army to his 
brother prince Henry , and flew to join the remains of IVedel's 
array, which he did on the 4th of Auguji with 10,000 of his 
bell troops. He ordered general Finch to join him with a body 
of 9,000 from Saxony ; but the whole of his army did not 
amount to 50,000, while that of his enemies exceeded 90,000, 
and thofe extremely well pofted. He had been obliged to 
abandon Saxony to make up this body, and Daun was pufhing 
his detachments to the very gates of Berlin. 

In this fituation, defpair i-tfelf became prudence in Frede- The king 
ric. He attacked his enemies in their ftrong intrenchments,of Pmffict 
alt which he carried, and took 72 pieces of cannon. For fix defeated 
hours his arms remained victorious in every quarter of dan-near 
ger, and Frederic fent off a billet to his queen with the fol- Franck - 
lowing words; 66 Madam, we have beat the Ruffians from fort. 

“ their intrenchments, in two hours expect to hear of a glo- 
“ rious victory.” Though the king of PruJ/ia’s principal 
effort had been directed againft the left wing of the Rujjians , 
yet Sdtikof reinforced it from his right wing and the center, 
and being ftill in pofleffion of a molt formidable artillery, he 
retired to an impregnable poft called the Jews Burying Ground 
where he was fupported by the Aujhian cavalry, which was 
ftill entire. The ableft of Frederics officers advifed him to 


delilt from any farther attack, which they reprefented as be¬ 


ing worfe than madnefs. 


after 


the prodigious fatigues his 


troops had undergone, but he pcrftfted with a molt blame- 
able obftinacy. He led his men three times to the attack, 
bis cloaths were fhot through, two horfes were killed under 
him, and he had fcarcely a general who was not wounded., 
and fome of them mortally; but above all, his braveft 
troops were exhaufted and fainting under their fatigues. The 
Rujjians perceived their fuperiority, and in their turn attack¬ 
ed the Prujjians, who unable any longer to refill:, were 
every where flaughtered. Thofe who had any remains of 
ftrength, retreated to certain cminencies, which by the pru¬ 
dent difpofitions of their officers they made good, and there¬ 
by preferved themfelves from utter defti uction. The Pruf- 
f :sn general Putkammer was killed on the fpot; the generals 
Itzenplitz , Hulfcn , Finch , IVcdcl and Scidlitz were wounded, 
^ was the prince of Wirtemlerg and five major generals. 
The lofs of the Prujfians amounted to about 20,000 men ; that 
of their enemies to 10,000. Before the king left the field, 
be wrote another note to the queen as follows, tc Remove 
fiom Berlin with the royal family j let the archives be car-. 

“ ried 
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“ ried to Potzdam j the town may make conditions with tU 
“ enemy. 

His efforts The cond u£t of the Ruffians and Aujlrians after this battle 
to repair is entirely unaccountable, unlefs we fuppofe count Daun t 0 
his LiTes. have had private inftrudtions not to fuffer the Ruffians to <* e t 

too firm a footing in the empire, or which is more probate 
that he was jealous of Laudobn. After Frederic's retreat front 
Cunerfdorffi where the late battle was fought, he repaired the 
Oder, but he was cut off from his brother prince Henry 
and deftitute of artillery, yet the victorious armies made no 


motion 


Daun 


met for the firft time to concert future operations, while hi 
deric applied himfelf to retrieve his misfortunes. He replaced 
his artillery from Berlin ; he recalled general Kldjl with 
5,000 men from Pomerania , and he even detached 6,ooo men 
under general Witnch to relieve Saxony , where the Iniperiaffi 
carried every thing before them, and were in pofleflion of 


Pot 


Drefdi 


itfelf. 


Frederic , more than 


Leipfu 

iufpeCting that the Ruffians intended to befiege Great Glum ,, 
threw himfelf between them and that city. Witnch retook 
Delpftc , and advanced along with general Finch towards Lij 
den ", upon which, a detachment of the Imperial army retired. 
The Aujlrian general Haddick , at the head of the army of 
the empire, attacked the two Pruffian generals, but he was 
obliged to retire with lofs. In the mean while, prince Hairy 
left his camp near Gorlitz , and after making an incredible 


march. 


Aujlrian general Vebla 


P 


Hoyerfwerda , after killing 6co and i_ __ 

prisoners. He then rejoined Finch and JVuncb , while marlbal 
Daun fell back upon Drefden , and the Ruffiu 
Oder. A great number of fmaller operations then happened, 
but no great blow was ftruck ; all parties watching one ano¬ 
ther. On the 16th of Nov emit 


A 


Aujlrians and Rvf 


o 

Henry 


Tore 


o # u • 

between that town and the Elbe , where he was joined by the 
king and 2o,oco Pruffitans from Silefia. 

Total de- From thence his majefty detached general Finch to take 


feat of his 
general 
Finch. 


Maxen and Ottendorf, 
cut off the retreat of the Aujlria-s into Bohemia. Finch per¬ 
formed this charge, and his Pruffian majefty now imagined 
that his capital enemy was between two fires. Daun knew 
the country better than Finch did ; though he fuffered hiip 
to get polleffion of the defiles, yet he filled all the emi¬ 
nences round with foldiers in fuch a manner, that Finch law 
himfelf entirely furrounded, and after a moft obftinate refin¬ 
ance he was under a neceffity of laying down his arms, as he 
had entangled himfelf fo much in the defiles that all his com¬ 
munication with the -- —* frnt: 


off. He fent 


trumpet to Daun , demanding terms, on the z6th of A? 


5 


vcid'tf 
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•lidcr, but none could be granted unlefs he himfelf and eight 
)ther PruJJian generals, with all the troops under their com¬ 
mand, ftiould 1'urrender themfelves prifoners of war, which he 
ffiS obliged to comply with, and thus 19 battalions, and 35 
fqiudrons, with 65 pieces of cannon, and all the other tro¬ 
phies of victory fell into the hands of the Aufflrians . His Pruf- 
r, m majefty had fufpefted this event, and he fent general 
jj-Jfen with fome troops to fupport Finch , but he came too 
late, and he was obliged to poll himfelf at Freyberg . A like 
ilil’alter befel Dierckc , another PruJJian general, on the 3d of 
December-, on the right bank of the Elbe , oppofite to Meifen, 
where being furrounded by the Aujlriam before he could pafs 
the Elbe , which was encumbered with ice, he, and 3000 of 
his men, were cut in pieces, or obliged to furrender them- 
felves prifoners of war. 

So many repeated blows at the end of a campaign would State of 
have difpirited any general but his PruJJian majefty, but the the war in 
jealoufy of Daun towards Laudohn was (fill encreafing, and other 
Dm , inftead of pufhing Frederic to extremities, re- parts, 
tired to the ftrong pafs of Pima , afterwards fecuring his 
rommunication with Bohemia . It was now the middle of a 
fevere winter; the Ruffians had taken up winter quarters 
in Poland, and the Swedes had retired to StralJ’und and the ifle 
of Rugen. The allied army under prince Ferdinand had, 
after an obftinate ftegc, reduced Muffler, on the 2cth of No¬ 
vember, and on the 28th of the fame month, the hereditary- 
prince undertook an enterprise againft the duke of JVirtejn- 
urg, who was in the fervice of France , and lying with his 
troops at Fulda , in fuch a perfect feem ity, that on the very day 
he was attacked, he ordered his troops, in tbeir beft cloaths, 
to play off a fcuclejoye , and that an entertainment and ball 
fhoukl be given to the ladies. The hereditary prince, taking Succefs of 
with him a choice detachment of horfe and foot, by one of the here- 
his furprizing marches, reached Fulda in two days, fell upon ditary 
a body of troops encamped without the place, and drove prince, 
them into the city. Four battalions, in endeavouring to make 
feme rcliffance, were put to the (word or obliged to lay down 
their arms; but in the mean time, the duke himfelf made his 
drape, leaving all his joyous entertainments unfinilhed. 

Above 1 coo prifoners were made in this fpirited expedition, 
and the chain was broken between the French and the army 
of the empire. 

As the taking of Mnnfflcr had enabled prince Ferdinand to who 
conrraft his quarters, he was at liberty to fend off' 12,000 marches 
n>er. under the hereditary prince to the afliftance of his PruJ - to the at 
fmn majefty, whom they joined at Freyberg ; but through the fiftance 
advanced feafon of the year, and the ftrong fituation of Daun , of the 
they did him little fervice ; though prince Ferdinand , notwith- king of 
{landing this large detachment, made head againft all the at- Prujfiay 
tempts of the French general, Brcglio , who had procured the but too 
pifgrace of his rival Coutades. A political campaign, at the late. 

fame 
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fame time, was carried on at P.atiJbon. There, the miniilers 
of the princes who had been put to the ban of the empire 
publiffied a refcript to {hew, that the fentence againft their 
matters was inconttftent with the emperor’s capitulation; and 
that he had no right of himfelf to proicribe any prince of 
the empire. This awas anfwered by another publifhed by 
the emperor, but had little or no effeft on the proteftant 
princes. Before we clofe the annals of the year 17^9, it ; s 
proper to mention, that notwithftanding the deplorable Hate 
as we may call it, that the allied army had been reduced to 
after the battle of Minden , without receiving a check of any 
confequence, the government of Great Britain was fo intent 
upon continuing the war in Germany , that they reinforced 
their troops there to the number of 25,000 fighting men, at 
u expence, that to after ages will appear incredible. The 


people of England were not behind the government in their 
zeal; for by private fubferiptions, they railed vaft l'ums, which 
were laid out during the rigour of the feafon upon the widows 
of the officers and foldiers who had been killed in Germany 
and in warm cloathing for the furviving men. 

In the beginning of the year iy6o, prince Ferdinand re- 
c tlte c f mained in pofieffion of the defarts of JVeftphalia , but fa w him- 

t'ie\var in ^ driven out of Hcjfe, and fcarcely able to cover an incon- 
the ' e' ; n ! fiderable part of Hanover. His Prujfian majefiy’s courage and 
e " e ^‘ 1 condu«tt availed him nothing, againtt a general of fuch cau¬ 
tion and phlegm as Daun , and the uncommon rigours of the 
feafon ; but the fprings of war and peace did not then lye in 
Germany. The Englifb had been victorious over the French in 
all the quarters of the globe, and king George was by no 


r,ing of 
1'60. 


nifters 


Britijh 


pofed 


he was far from being indifferent about his electoral domi¬ 
nions. The king of PruJJia for a different reafon, that of bis 
dittrefs, would gladly have embraced any peace, that would 
have left him poffefled of part of Silefia , with the hereditary 
dominions he had in the beginning of the war; but that was 
not in the power even of the emprefs-queen to grant, con- 
fidering the footing which the RuJJians had gained in Ducal 

7, the pofieffion of which was fo delirable to them. 
Matters, however, were fo managed, that an accommoda- 



without ft 


tion was propofed, on th 


Pm- 

1 e the 


effbdt. place of treaty. Leipjic was mentioned, but it was thought un- 

fafe. The States Genera!, who were afraid of being cruflied 
in the contett, offered one of their towns, and king oianjlaui, 
with great good nature, offered Nancy. It foon appeared that 
tho’ Prance and her allies did not think it decent to reje&this 


pacific 
accept of it. 


rj rujfu 

Sited, 


termined to recover. The French honed to regain in Germanj 

whs, 
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wliat they loft in America and the Eaji Indies , or at leaft to 
obtain favourable terms by fome advantageous event of the 
W ar, v/hich Great Britain began now to feel feverely. 
The Swedes were entirely directed by the French , and the em- 
prefsof RuJJia, to the natural hatred (he had for Frederic , was 
refolved to conquer Golbcrg , and to demand from the emperor 
tk inveftiture of that and all her other acquifitions in Ger - 

Befules all thofe parties, the interefts of the kin? 


my 


of Poland , who was the chief fufterer in this war, were to be 

confulted. 

Though the French king and his government had at this 
time declared thcmfelves bankrupts, yet the fpirit and loyalty 
of their people had enabled them to carry on the German war rre,tc ° re 

. . ^ n - * *.111 r . • i 


The 


cruit 


iphali 


ar- 


many brave, but indecifive, and unavailing a£ts of valour mies 
were performed on both Tides ; but Broglio was now at the head 
of ice^oo men, the belt troops of France. The count de St. 


oo men, 

Gmaiii, another active French general, commanded another 
army on the Rhine , and the French pretended to form another 
under the prince de Souhife. Broglio could not put his troops 
in motion without lofing the advantages he had by the pof- 
feffion of the Upper Rhine ; and prince Ferdinand’s army, for 
mere want of provifions, fell back upon Paderborn , that they 
might draw them from the Elbe and the Wefer. Upon the ar¬ 
rival of fix regiments of Britijh troops under major-general 
Griffin, the allied army moved from tneir cantonments on the 
jth of May ; but a body was left at Dulmen under general 
Spoken, to obferve the motions of the French under St. Ger - 
min. The landgrave of Heffe had died during the winter, 
but his fonand fucceflbr more than fulfilled all his father’s en¬ 
gagements with the allies. On the other hand the duke of 
Wirtcmberg left the French in difguft, and carried off with him 
i:,oco of his troops. The Imperial army continued to be ^.°. vv conw 
commanded by the duke of Deuxponts, and after receiving a °f 

check from the Pruffians ., they encamped at Lichienfels on the ^ le king 
Maine. The condition of the king of Pruffia appeared now P ri, Jfi a » 
not only undefirable but defperate : He had loft, fince the firft 
of Ofiober 4756, forty of his generals, befides thofe wounded 
and made prifoners. The Stvedes had the advantage of his 
troops in Pomerania , where they had defeated and taken his 


Mantcujfel 


his dominions were ready to be in- 


faded once more by four different armies. He refolved to a£t 
upon the defenfive. He chofe a ftrong camp between the Elbe 
and the Moldau , which he fortified with 250 pieces of cannon 
w his front, and with fo much judgment, that he covered 
great part of Saxony , overawed Dami's army, and kept up a 
correfpondence with his brother, prince Plenty y whofe army lay 


r rankfi 


munication with 


pother Pruffian army near Glatz , under general Fouquet. 
' °tmng could be better conceived than thofe difpofitions 


were, 
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were, for covering the countries where his Prujfian majclta 
had the greatcft concern. _ ^ 

Two Aujhian armies were now in the field, both of them 
in good condition, but commanded by generals of very op- 
pofite characters, Daun and Laudohn The former entrenched 
his troops to obferve the motions of his Prujpan majefty. r |'j, e 
latter’s army was unencumbered, and his motions were fuch as 
intimated, that he would either join the Ruffians, penetrateto 
Berlin , or attack fome ftrong place in Silejia 3 and at la ft he 
made a feint as if he was determined to befiege Scbweidnitz: 
Bouquet was impofcd upon, and leaving Glatz uncovered, he 
marched towards Scbweidnitz ; upon which Laudohn immedi- 
Entire de- ately took pofieffion of Landjkui. His bufinefs was to make 
feat of his Fouquet believe, that he intended to keep his new conqueft, 
general, and the Prujfian general fell into the fnare by returning tore 
Fouquet , take Landjhut ; but in the mean while, Laudohn made fuch! 
by Lau~ difpofitions, as entirely to furround him with his army, which 
dohti > was in every refpeft fuperior to that of the Prujfians. Ay. 

quet faw, when it was too late, his fituation, and he was 
obliged to weaken his little army of 15,000 men, byfendingj 
off 2000 to keep up his communication with Scbweidnitz, but 
he fortified himlelf in a regular manner with the reft. Lan- 
dohn took fuch meafures, that it was impoffible for his ene¬ 
mies to efcape without fighting. On the 23d of June , heat- 
tacked the Prujfian entrenchments in three different places,! 
and carried them in all. The Prujfians made moft def'perate 
efforts to defend themfelves, but nothing could withftandthe 
fury with which the Aufrians fought. They drove the Pmf- 
fans from poft to poft with fuch refolution, and fuch lofsto 
themfelves, as proved them to be animated with uncommon 
ardour. At leaft 4000 of the Prujfians lay dead on the fpot; 
Their general had received two wounds, and the remainder 
of his troops being no longer able, through fatigue, to keep 
their arms in their hands, threw them down to the number0 
70003 lo that none of FouqucF s army efcaped, but the detach-j 
ment which had been lent off to keep up his communication) 
with Schweidnitz , and a few fquadrons, the whole not ;o:o 
men. The victory, on the part of Laudohn , was complete* 
for befides the 7000 prifoners, who fell into his hands, hej 
took 58 pieces of artillery ; but his own lols is faid to have 
amounted to 12,000 men. 


which lays 

Silefa 

open to 
his cne- 


Notwithftanding all the palliations thrown upon his lofs hy 
his Prujfian majefty, yet the effc&s of the late battle, which 
is called that of Landjhut , fhewed how fatal is was to his af 
fairs. Laudohn immediately reduced Glatz , partly by florin 


jnies, who a ? d P artl y b y capitulation 


take 
Glatz ; 


and immenfe magazines, with 100 

The Jols of Glatz 

fuftain 


pieces of brafs cannon, fell into his hands, 
was one of the greateft his Prujfian majefty could have lultain- 
ed, as it gave the Aufrians a free range in Silejia , and Lauiw'j 
immediately prepared to befiege Brefau. It appears by t..c 
manner in which Glatz was given up, that the Silefians were 
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at this time far from being reconciled to the Pruffian govern¬ 
ment. Brefiau made a brave defence, and prince Henry of 
Pniffta-) underilanding that the Ruffian army under general 
'fottld-en, was on its march to join that under Laudohn , re- 
fclved to fight one of them before the junction could be formed. 

Laudohn and his engineers were not very expert in the opera¬ 
tion of a fiege, and though they attacked the town with pro¬ 
digious, nay inhuman, fury, yet they were always repulfed by 
the good difpofitions made by count < Tavmzetn y the governor 
of the place. Laudohn fometimes changed his batteries into 
perfuafions, and fometimes into menaces, but all were equally 
meffe&ual, nor would the Ruffians under Tcttleben appear. j? ut ar 
Frefii operations, by difeharges of mortars, and {bowers of fo . r F e , 
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to 
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red-hot bullets, began, and reduced the place to a heap of hr ,e 
ruin3, but Hill it held out. On the 5th of Augujl , Laudohn 
had notice, that prince Henry’s army was in the neighbour- BreJ.au. 
hood, upon which he broke up the fiege, and made a regular, 
but hafty r , retreat. 

RisPnjfian majefty was all this time in Saxony , and at avail The king 
diftance from Silefta. Hearing that the fiege of Brefiau had Q f P,ufji* 
been formed, he made a fudden march toward Silefia , and deceives 
Daun , having left general Lacy to command the army of the Uaun in 
empire, marched towards the fame country, but in a different march, 
direction, by which Daun got a two days march of him, and 
arrived at Gorlitz , from whence he pufhed on towards Lauban. 

This was what the king of Pruffia had forefeen and expedled ; 
but inftead of continuing his march he fell into Dauns tradt, 
repafl'ed the Spree at Bautzen , and while he was thought to be 


a 


on the borders of Silefta^ he appeared before the gates of Dref- 
den , and obliged the army of the empire to alter its fituation. 
After this, being joined by his generals Hulfen and Ziethen , he 
formed the fiege of D ref den , about the 19th of July. This 
capital had been very flrongly fortified, fince it had returned 
to the pofieffion of the Aujlrians, and it was defended by 
general Macguire , who feemed refolved to hold it out to all 
extremities. That unhappy city now felt the horrors of war 
renewed a third time in lefs than four years ; and the change of 


generals brought no relief to the in] 
their miferies were redoubled, by 

I • 1 • # % 


inhabitants. Inftead of that, lays fiege 
the redoubled fury with toDrefeK, 
which their city was attacked ar.d defended. The Prujfians but raifes 
heard that Daun was returning with rapid marches from it. 

Acfw, but that news ferved only to encreafe their efforts, that 

they might take the city before he arrived. For the fpace of 
eight days th 


o n 

CC 


, _ttacks were carried on with unrelenting fury. 

The cathedral church, the principal ftreets and palaces, the 
hw fquare, and the noble porcelain manufactory, were re¬ 
duced to heaps of ruins ; but Daun having arrived in the 
neighbourhood on the 19th, on the zift threw 16 battalions 
mto the place, upon which, next day, his Pruffian majefty 
raifed the fiege, and drew off without moleftation. Though 


thoi 


movements, on both fidcs, were confidered as mafter- 


pieces 
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pieces in the art of war, yet nothing was_ determined, and it 
appeared as if hex Imperial majefty had lacrificed her darling 
view, of recovering Silejla , to the fafety of Drcfden. £ut |y ° 
are now to turn our eves to JVeJltkaUa. 


There the operations were very languid in the beginning oil 

for want of forage. Sporckcn remained" 




Tifpofi- ^e campaign, ^ 

lions of Dulmen, to obferve St. Germain. The hereditary prince again 
t L p r„,. t -;,]aid Fuhla under contribution, and defeated feveral bodies of] 
_ rrnv the French. The lcheme of the latter was, that St. Germain 

being in pofl'effion of Cleves , IVeJel and Dujfeldorp , fhould ad¬ 
vance on the fide of Munjler^ while Broglio , having fent off a 
ftrong detachment to the eaftward of the TVefer , advanced 
through HefJ'e , direflly upon the main body of the allies under 
prince Ferdinand. All thofe were judicious motions, but 
Broglio was jealous of St. Germain continuing longer in a fepa- 
rate command, and ordered him to unite with the main army, 
which St. Germain, to his great mortification, was obliged to 
do. It now appeared that Broglio 1 s intention was to penetrate 
into Hanover by the county of Hcjfe; but ftill the united array 
marched in two divifions, his own taking the rout of Franker., 
herg , while that of St- Germain marched to Corbach , where 
both armies joined, or lay in the neighbourhood of each 
other. In the mean time, the French befieged the cattles of 
Marpcrg and Dillenburg , which both furrendered, the firft 
on the 30th of "June , the latter on the 16th of July , and their 
garrifons were made prifoners of war. It is hard to account 
for the dilatory motions of prince Ferdinand , at this period of 
the war. Inuead of advancing, he had fallen back from 
Fritzlar towards the Dymd ; but on the 9th of July, he 
reached the heights of Brnrntu, tho’ he had puthed his advanced 
guards, under the hereditary prince, towards Corbach , where 
his ferene highnefs expected to attack the divifion under St. 
Germain , which he knew confifted of 1:0 more than 10,coo 
foot, and 17 fquadrons of horfe. lnftead of fur prizing, as he 
thought, this body, he found it in excellent order to receive 
him, and near enough to the main body to be fupported from 
which de-thence. The prince was ignorant of all this, when he be* 
feats the gan the attack, which he foon found he was in no condition 
hereditary to fupport, prince Ferdinand being advanced no farther than 
prince. Saxenhaujen , and at too great a difiance to fuccour him. Tho 

the prince’s attack was made with great (kill and intrepidity, 

yet it was unluccefsful, and might probably have been fatal, 
when he came to the refolution of making a 1 aft effort at the 
head of th e Briiijh cavalry, who checked the impetuofity of 
the French horfe, while they were in full purfuit of the flying* 
and indeed defponding, Germans , and covered their retreat to 
Saxenhaujen. In this aclion, the prince loft 900 of his troops, 

and all his artillery, being 15 pieces. 

His brave The defeat of the hereditary prince, and the cowardly be- 
aftion at haviour of the Germans , both horfe and foot, who fought un 


Erfort. 


der him, created great uneafinefs in England , where it was 

plain* 
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plain) that the German general was willing to fpare his own 

countrymen, and to expofe the Englifh to the brunt of the 

war, efpecially as he had made no effort to fupport the here¬ 
ditary prince. The French fortified themfelves at Corbach , as 
the allies did at Saxenhaufen , and their fituations produced a 
frefli ina&ivity. The hereditary prince, though he Had been 
wounded in the late addion, meditated how to retrieve his 
mifearriage, by fome bold and well timed ftroke. He under¬ 
stood that a body of the French , under general Glaubitz , were 
marching to attack the important poff of Zicgenhayen , in the 
landgraviate of Heffe , and he put hlmfelf, on the 14th of fuly 9 
at the head cf fome German troops, and Elliot’s light horfe, 
who were juft arrived from England , and had never feen any 
affion, but appeared to be a bold and active corps. The 
place where Glaubitz was encamped, was 60 miles from Saxen- 
baufen , and the prince’s march to it took up no more than two 
days. After reconnoitring the poiition of the French , he re- 

. folved to attack their left, but he could not do it without mak¬ 
ing a detour of two leagues through woods ; and at the fame 
time, he ordered the reft of his army to climb the rocks and 
mountains, and attack the enemy in front. All his difpofi- 
tions fucceeded to a miracle. The French were immediately 
broken, but rallied and retired to a wood, from .whence they 
endeavoured to efcape, but they were attacked and cut off by 
Elliot’s horfe, the only cavalry who were of fervice in this ex¬ 
pedition. Five hundred French , being detached from their main 
body, were obliged to throw down their arms; another body, 
who had retired to a wood, were forced to furrender them¬ 
felves prifoners of war, and a regiment of hufiars was entirely 
put to the fword, by this new raifed cavalry, which broke three 
times through the enemy’s lines. Glaubitz himfelf, and a 
prince of Anhalt , were taken prifoners, as were 177 officers, 
and 2482 private men j all the reft of the French being de- 
ftroyed. This a&ion coft the allies no more than 79 men, but 
only eight of them were Germans , all the reft being Elliot's 
brave light horfe. 

After this glorious adlion, the prince returned without 
moleftation to Saxenhaufen , from whence prince Ferdinand 
moved towards Kalle , that he might be the nearer to Cajfel. 

The chevalier de Muy had fucceeded the count de St. Germain 
in his command, and Broglio fenthim with 25,000 men acrofs 
•the Dyrnel at Stradtbergen , to cut off the communication of the 
allies with Wejlphalia. The main army advanced under him¬ 
felf to Kalle , and a third towards Cajfel , under prince Xavier 
of Saxony. Thofe difpofitions obliged prince Ferdinand to 
recrofs the Dyrnel, and to endeavour to fight the chevalier 
de Muy. On the 31ft of Augvjl , he found himfelf on the Battle of 
heights of Corbach , and the enemy drawn up in good order, Warburg 
near Warburg. The hereditary prince attacked the left of the gained by 
enemy in front and rear, but not being fupported, he could the allies, 
make no impreffion. Prince Ferdinand ordered the French 

V ol, IX. T bridges 
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bridges upon the Dymel , to the right, to be attacked, while he 
himfelf made a movement towards their front; but all thofe 
operations, excepting the attack carried on by the hereditary 
prince, feemed fo feeble as if they had not been in earned, 
but only meant to protra6l the war. Every part of the ac¬ 
tion was unfupported by the infantry, and the Engjdjh cavalry, 
as well as infantry, were five miles in the rear. The heredi¬ 
tary prince had, at laft, made an impreffion on the French ad¬ 
vanced guards, but their main body was at liberty to retire un¬ 
hurt. The Englijh hearing what pafled, came up with fur- 
prizing rapidity. General Waldegrave was at the head of the in¬ 
fantry, many of whom dropped down, while ftraining through 
the morafles, in endeavouring to attack the French , Lord 
Granby and general Mojlyn headed the cavalry, when captain 
Phillips brought up the artillery, which did prodigious exe¬ 
cution ; but all their efforts, though the Englijl) generals drove 
the enemy before them, could not prevent the French from 
retreating acrofs the Dymel. About 1500 French were killed 
on the fpot, and an equal number were taken, with >o pieces 
of their cannon. The EngUJl) loft about 600 of their braved 
troops, in killed, wounded, and miffing; the lofs of the Gcr- 
mans was carefully concealed, probably, bccaufe it was too 
i neon fid erable to be publiflied. 

who lofe This battle of Warburg , for fo it was called, was by the 

all Hejfe allies proclaimed a$ a vi&ory, but it proved to be worfe than a 
and part defeat. The French , almoft in an inftatrt, reduced Cajfcl, 
of Hano- Ehnbach, and Ziegenhagen, and confequently the whole land¬ 
er. graviate of Hejfe. In the electorate of Hanover , they took Got¬ 
tingen and Munden , and might have proceeded to the capital, 
had they known how to procure fubfiftence in that exhaufted 
country, while all that prince Fcrdhiand gained, was to main¬ 
tain his pofts upon the Dymel , and his correfpondence with 
TVeJlphalia. Warburg fell into the hands of the allies. Broglio , 
pitched his camp at Dierenbcrg ; the Dymel parted the two 
armies, which remained in this condition for a month. Du¬ 
ring this time of inaCfivity, the gallant hereditary prince, on 
the 5th of September , furprized the town of Zicrcnbcrg , at the 
head of a party of Englijh. It was poftefled by zooo French, 
whom, by a train of excellent difpontions, he completely de¬ 
feated, killing great numbers, and taking 500, befides officers, 
prifoners, with a lofs to himfelf of not above 10 men. The 
place lying in the neighbourhood of the French army, he was 
obliged that fame day to retreat; and this may be reckoned 
another of thofe fplendid, but ufelefs, exertions of courage, 
which were fo common in this war, and did great honour to 
the commanding officers, without contributing to the advance¬ 
ment of the common caufe. 

Prodigi- The king of PruJJia , at this time, owed his fafety to the 

ous march flownefs of the Ruffian approaches to his dominions. After 
otthekinghe had been obliged to raife the liege of Drefden , Laudohn 
or i rvjji . formed the blockade of Neifs and Scbivcidnitz , and was at lair 

7 joined 
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joined by one body of the Ruffians , while another advanced 
into Pomerania , to form the fiege cff Colberg ; the Swedes pro - 
ceeding with equal vigour in that province. In this dreadful 

fituation, on the 30th of July , his PruJJian majefty fet out 
with his army, encumbered with all his artillery and waggons, 
of which he had no fewer than 2000, and in five days time he 
marched 200 miles, having, during that time, palled five con- 
fiderable rivers, the Elbe , the Spree , the Neffs, the 'uiefs , 
and the Bober ; a march, perhaps, not to be paralleled in 
hiftory, as he had on one fide of him, an Aujlrian army, under 
Reidt-, another behind him, under Lacy ; and one in his front, 
under general Beck. What is ftill more extraordinary, he ob¬ 
tained many advantages over the Aujlrians , during his march. 
Daun was, at this time, at Bautzen , and moved towards 
Sikjia, to join Laudobn and the RuJJians, to take from his 
Pruffian majefty all chance of efcaping ruin. This he could 
avoid no otherwife, than by engaging Laudohn , before that 
junction could be formed. Daun , by this time, was arrived 
in Silejia j Frederic lay at Leignitz , with Laudohn & army in his 
front, and that of Daun in his rear; and thofe two Aujlrian 
armies, by extending their pofts, occupied a ftrong, well 
connected tract of ground, of about 30 EngliJI) miles in front. 
The king ftrove in vain to difunite them, but Daun refolved to 
make the fame attempt he had done at Hochkirchen , by fur- 
prizing his majefty in the night time. Either Frederics own 
lagacity, or private intelligence, or both, made him more 
than fufpeCt Dauns intentions. The Aujlrian army ftruck 
their tents when it grew dark, but kept in their fires, and their 
tattoo was beat as ufual. They fet out by different routs, but 
were to unite in one fpot to form a general attack. While 
Daun was on his march, his fcouts returned and informed 


him, that the PruJJians had abandoned their camp. Daun 
fufpe&ed the truth, and towards morning, a thick fmoke 
which he faw at a diftance, informed him that Frederics army 
and that of Laudohn were engaged in battle. He attempted 
to advance by Leignitz , but the provident PruJJian monarch 
had made fuch difpofitions of his troops and artillery, upon the 
heights of PfaJfendorJJ\ that he found it impracticable to ad¬ 
vance. Laudolm had been deceived as well as Daun. He was 
advancing to attack the PruJJians in concert with Daun ; but 
when he came to the village of P'faJfcndorJJ\ he found the whole 
PruJJian army drawn up in excellent order to receive him. A 
battle thus became inevitable, and his PruJJian majefty, after 
performing prodigious a£ts of perfonal valour, as well as ge- 
neralfhip, obtained the victory, but did not fufter his troops 
to continue the purfuit beyond the Hatzbach, left Daun fhould 
force his pofts at Pfajfendorjf. In this battle, which was fought 
on the 15th of Augujl, the Aujlrians loft about 8000 men, and 
82 pieces of cannon, and the PruJJians had 5000 killed, and 

l2 o wounded. 
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Progrefs The late battle, had his Pruffian majefty loft it, muft have 
of the ruined him; but the Aujirians did little more than feel their 
Ruffian;, defeat, as they expected every moment to be joined by the 

Ruffians, under their new general, prince Czernichew. D m 
fent a ftrong detachment, under prince Lowenjiein and generai 
Beck, to aflift them in their march, but the event of the battle 
of Pfaffiendorff ftruck prince Czernicheiv fo much, that he im¬ 
mediately repafled the Oder , by which the jundtion of the 
Aujirians and Ruffians was prevented. Daun’s force was flill 
far fuperior to that of Frederic, and he not only kept his foot¬ 
ing in Silefia, but formed the blockade of Schweidnitz. His 
PruJJian majefty, in the mean while, joined his brother prince 
Henry, at Newmarche , and after fending off general Goltz 
with a detachment to obferve the motions of the Ruffians , he 
attacked and defeated the corps of Aujirians under general 
Beck, and obliged Daun himfelf to raife the blockade of 
Schweidnitz , and retire to the heights of Landjhut. 

Campaign The Pruffian general, Hulfen , at this time, commanded for 
in Saxony, his mafter in Saxony , and was marching from Meifen to Tor- 

gau , when a body of the army of the empire, by a very Ikilful 
difpofition, endeavoured to cut off his communication with 
that place. This brought on a battle on the 20th of Augttjl , 
in which Hulfen, who fought under great difadvantage, be¬ 
haved fo well, that he carried off 1200 Imperialjts pri- 
foners, and opened his way to Tor gau. This advantage, how¬ 
ever, did him little fervice. The main body of the Imperia - 
lifts were advancing to cut off his communication with the 
Elbe. By his retreat, he loft his communication with the 
king. The Lower Silefia was laid open to the ravages of the 
Ri/J Jians, while Lufatia and Saxony were on the point of fub- 
mitting to the power of the Aujirians. The king of Pruffia , 
at this time, can be faid only to have preferved himfelf from 
abfolute ruin, by the prodigies of valour and generallhip he 
had exerted. He found his dangers and difficulties daily en- 
cre^fing, and all correfpondence cut off between him and his 
hereditary dominions. 

The Impe- A new project was on foot to diftrefs him farther. Count 
fia lifts Czernichew was fent off with a ftrong detachment of Ruffians 
and RpJ- to Brandenburgh, and the generals Lacy and Brentano were to 
Jians take join him with 15,000 Aujirians at the gates of Berlin \ while 
Berlin. the king was engaged in the fouthern parts of Silefia , at a vaft 

diftance from his capital. The united army amounted to 
40,000 men. Hulfen, being unable to keep kis footing in 
Saxony , fell back upon Berlin, and was joined by general 
Werner from Pomerania. Their joint force did not exceed 
15,000 men, and the fortifications of Berlin were weak. Tfc 
tleben, the Ruffian general, was now advanced to the gates oi 
that city j the Pruffian army was obliged to retreat before him, 
after a faint refiftance, but threw three incomplete battalions 
into the town, which was one of thefineft in Europe , the feat 

of riches, arts, learning, and manufactures, and had been 

long 
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long the fchool of arms. The inhabitants knew the barbarous 
vindictive difpofitions of their enemies, and were under inex- 
preflible confternaiion. The garrifon, upon the approach of 
the main body of the combined army, furrenclered prifoners 
of war, after fuftering a fnort bombardment. A i'cene of 
univevfal blood and plunder all over the city was now expedf- 
cd, when the foreign minifters, refiding at Berlin, humanely 
jnterpofed, and obtained far better terms than could have been 
hoped for from fuch enemies, efpecialiy when victorious and 
unselified. It was agreed, that the inhabitants fhould have the 
free exercife of their religion; that their perfons and effe&s 
fhould be fafe, and that none of the Ruffian irregulars fhould 
enter the city. Notwithstanding this favourable capitulation, 
the regulars who entered Berlin, committed excelfes which 
amounted aim oft to military execution. This perhaps was, 
in a great measure, owing to the unexpected fplendor of the 
city, which ftruck the barbarians fo much, that they were not 
to be reftrained by their officers. Eight hundred thoufand 
guilders were immediately exacted, and paid down, and a 
farther payment of 1,900,00 o German crowns was demanded. 

The royal palaces were plundered (ail but that of Sans Souciy 
which was generoufiy preserved by the Aujlrian prince 
EJlerhaft.) Their rich furniture, and richer paintings and 
curiofities, were defaced or carried off, and the noble Bran - 
dtnburgh cohesion of antiques, met with the treatment that 
might have been expected from the dependents of the Goths 
and Vandals. 

On the 13th of October, Berlin was delivered from its 
tyrants. It is furprizing, that the rich manufacturers and in¬ 
habitants did not fuffer more than they did ; but this may in 
part be accounted for, by Berlin being the refidence of artifts 
and manufacturers from all parts of Germany, and confequently 
may be fuppofed to have had many relations and friends 
among the Aujlrian officers. We are likewife told, that they 
had fome apprehenfions of being attacked by his P ruffian ma- 
jefly, who was advancing to the relief of his capital. Be that 
as it will, Frederic ordered manifeftos to be publifhed, which, 
in the moft bitter manner, aggravated the barbarities of his 
enemies, while they held his capital, but perhaps their ravages, 
there were lefs barbarous and deplorable than thofe committed 
on his open country, which they rendered a perfedl defart. 

The confequcnces of this blow upon the king of Pruffia , 
were very dreadful. The Ruffians marched from Berlin to 
Poland, and the Aujlrians refumed the route of Saxony , where 
Wirtembcrg, Torgau , and Leipfic, were reduced by the army 
of the empire, under the duke of Deux Fonts. In fbort, the Farther 
king of Pruffia was ftript, without obtaining the Itaft equi- diftrefies 
valent, of all the places he held in Saxony, and loft the im- oftheking 
menfe magazines he had laid up in that country. Neither was Pruffia,. 
his condition in his other dominions in a much better fttuation. 
Wangenhem having been obliged to repafs the Wejer , Stain - 

T 3 Vilify 
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ville, the French general, laid the city and bifhopric of U a l- 
berjladt under contribution. In Eajiern Pomerania , the Ruf. 
ftans renewed the liege of Colberg , with a feemingly deter¬ 
mined resolution to take it. The Swedes carried every thin? 
before them in TVeJlern Pomerania ; and in Silejia , Lauckhn 
had belieged Cofel. 

The battle As his majefty’s enemies had evacuated Brandenburg on 
ofTorgau, the 25th of October , he palled the Elbe , as Daun did the fame 

day, and took up a very ftrong camp, which covered Leipfic and 
Torgau, and was fecured on the one fide by the Elbe , and on 
all other parts by impalfable moralfes, hills and woods; f 0 
that his front only could be attacked, and it was guarded bv 
200 pieces of cannon, his army confifting of 8o,oco fighting 
men. By this time his PruJJian majefty had been joined by 
general Hulfcn , and prince Eugene of Wirtemberg , with the 
troops under their command 3 and dcfpair dilated to his Pruj- 
fian majefty, the neceflity he was under of giving battle to his 
enemies. He generoufly and publicly acquainted his foldiers 
of his diftrelles, and that he was refolved to conquer or to die. 
They more generoufly anfwered, 7 "hat they would conquer or 
die with him. On the 3d of November , he began his march, 
and made his difpofitions. General Hulfen had the command 
of his right wing, with orders that he Ihould make no attack 
till the battle began. Ziethen commanded his left wing, which 
was to attack the right of the enemy, while he himfelf, in the 
center, was to make the grand attack. Daun , having fecurcd 
his paflage over the 1Elbe, made difpofitions correfponding to 
thole of his PruJJian majefty. 

gained by About two in the afternoon, the king attacked in front, but 
his PrJ- was three times driven back by the fuperior lire of the enemy. 
jjan ma- He ordered a frelh body of horfe to advance, and they made 
jelly, lome impreffion upon the Anjlrians 3 but the latter being every 

minute reinforced," the battle feemed again to incline to the 
Anjlrians , when Ziethen , who had fallen upon their rear, 
which he routed, took poflefiion of fome eminences, which 
overlooked the Aujlrian army, and galloped up with a ftrong 
body of cavalry to fupport the PruJJian infantry. This 
manoeuvre changed the face of the battle, and vi&ory, after a 
moft bloody difpute, which lafted till nine at night, declared 
entirely for the Prujjians 5 but, even after it was dark, an in- 
diferiminate carnage continued, by each fide keeping up aninr 
cedant fire. Some hours before this, count Daun had been 
dangeroully wounded in the thigh, and was carried out of the 
field of battle, and his difafter greatly difpirited the Aujlriatn. 
His command fell upon general O’Donnell who finding it im- 
poflible to diflodge the Prujjians from the eminences they 
poHefted, ordered the Atjlrians to retreat over the Elbe , which 
they did without lofs, and in good order. This battle, every 
thing conlidered, was the beft fought, and moft wonderful of 
any that his PruJJian majefty had gained, but 10,000 of his 

l?eft troops h^d been killed or wounded, and 3000 taken prir 

foners. 

% 



OF THE WORLD. 

foners. The number of the Aujlrians killed, did not exceed with great 
that of the Prujftans ; but 8000 of them, among whom werelofson 
four generals and 216 officers, were taken prifoners. During both fide?, 
the whole action, the king fought as if he had known himfelf 
to be invulnerable, and he received a contufion in the breaft 
by a mufket ball. The darknefs of the night, when the fate 
of the day was decided, hindered the Pruffians from purfuing, 
and was equally favourable to the exhaufted ftate of both 

armies. . _ 1 

Though the Aujlrians claimed the honour of this battle, His farther 
which is called that of Torgau, yet two confiderations indif- fuccefles. 
putably afcertain it to the Pruffians ; the one is, they kept the 
held, though their enemies outnumbered them by 30,000 
men; the other is, that the confequences of the battle put 
his Prujfian majefty again in pofTeffion of all Saxony, except¬ 
ing Drefden. General Werner , in Pomerania , obliged the Ruf¬ 
fians to raife the fiege of Colberg , and to retire into Poland, 
and in the weftcrn parts of the fame province, he drove the 
Swedes back upon StralfundLaudohn abandoned Landjhut and 
the fiege of Cofel , and retired into the Aiijlrian Silefia ; the 
army of the empire was preparing to take winter-quarters in 
Franconia , and his PruJJian majefty’s dominions were entirely 
evacuated by the remaining bodies of the Ruffians. It was 
eafy for his P ruffian majefty to perceive the warm fide which 
the Saxons ftill retained towards their native fovereign, and he 
punifhed their loyal virtue with the utmoft rigour, by not on¬ 
ly laying them under the moft oppreffive contributions, but 
by obliging them to furnifh 20,000 men for recruiting his ar¬ 
mies. He was equally fevere upon the Mecklenburgbers , whofe 
fufferings were, if poffible, ftill more deplorable than thofe of 
the Saxons. 

The war in JVeJlpbalia feemed ftill to languifh after the 
battle of Warburg ; but the fuperiority of the French upon the 
Maine was evident; for the fkirmifh of Zicrenberg was attended 
with few or no confequences. They were ftill in pofTeffion of Opcrati- 
Gottingen and CaJJel , and prince Ferdinand could not expert to 0n ® °f 'he 
diflodge them from thence, but by cutting off their fupplies a Nies and 
from the Rhine and the Maine . For this purpofe, a detachment in 

was pufhed on towards Marpurg , under general Bulow , which 
took that town, and incommoded the communication of the 
French with Frankfort ; but on the 13th of September , Bulow ’s 
rear was defeated by general Stainville in paffing the river Ork , 
and the whole of the detachment muft have been cut off, had 
not the hereditary prince, after a forced march of five German 
miles, arrived to their relief, and obliged Stainville to retreat to a 
ftrong camp. Another detachment of the allied army, under 
Wangenheim , was lent to diflodge the French from Gottingen ; 
but after paffing the Wefer and making fome feeble efforts, tho* 
with fanguine expe&ations, he was forced, as we have already 
hinted, to repafs it with confiderable lofs. The French , how¬ 
ever, to keep their forces as compact as poffible, entrenched 
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themfelves at Cajjel , without being difturbed by the German 
general of the allies, who kept advancing towards them, that 
he might obferve their operations, and cover a very unexpeft. 
ed expedition, the operations of which we fhall briefly relate 
only as they are connected with the affairs of Germany , with' 
out launching into the many idle fpeculations to which it gave 
rife. 

tJnfuc- The dominions of his Pruffian majefty upon the Rhine, re- 
ceflful ex- mained ftill in pofTeffion of his enemies, and the French pre- 
pcdition tended to hold them for the emprefs-queen. No attempt had 
of the he- been made to relieve him; their revenues were very confider- 

able, and the pofleflion of them was extremely commodious 
to the French. Many reafons, foreign to this hiftory, concur¬ 
red for putting them again in pofleflion of their lawful matter, 
who was more affected by the lofs of them, than by any other 
diftrefs he furfered. The expedition for recovering them, was 
committed to the hereditary prince, who was now thought 
equal to any command, efpecialiy one, which like this, re¬ 
quired rapidity of execution. While he was thought to be in 
the moft diftant parts of Hcjfe, he, all of a fudden, appeared 
on the banks of the Rhine , at the head of 20 battalions and 
10 fquadrons, divided into two detachments. One parted the 
Rhine above Rsercot , on the fide of Dujfeldorp ; the other, 
which had marched by the way of Munfter , parted the fame 
river, a great way below at Rees, almoft half way between 
Cleves and TRcfcl ; and the States General , who hadnoreafon 
to expect any favour from the allies, began to be in pain about 
the iafety of their own dominions. Both detachments moved 
to meet each other, and in their march feized upon all the 
French ports on the Rhine , and every where diflodged them 
from their redoubts. Having got together a fufficient number 
of boats to tranfport the reft of their troops, and their artil¬ 
lery, they again divided into two parties; one of which, on 
the 3d of Oftobcr, took pofleflion of Cleves , and in three days 
after of its caftle, the garrifon of t;oo men furrendering pri- 
foners of war, while the other diviflon laid a vigorous ficgeto 
Wefel , and great expectations were formed by the allies of 
its furrender, but the rains that fell prevented reinforcements 
being fent to the befiegers, and rendered the prince’s com¬ 
munication with them very difficult. 
tt j s <j e This int- rruption, which might have reafonably been ex- 
( e 1 t ~ peeled at fo advanced a feafon of the year, gave time for the 


feated at 

Cam yen. 


marquis de Cq/lrics , a French general, to aflemble an army of 
30 battalions from Hejfe and the Low Countries , with whom 
he drove the allies from th,eir ports near Rhinberg , which lay 
in the heart of the prince’s late acquifltions, and then turn¬ 
ing to the left he took up a very advantageous camp, with 
the abbey of Campcn in his front. The approaches to Wgp 
were made on the right of the Rhine , and the prince remained 
on the left to cover the fiege, but the operations of Cafinv 

entirely difconcerted him. All he could do, was to attack Car 

tr.fi 
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fr j ff before he could be reinforced ; but in his march he en¬ 
countered Fifcher* s _ famous corps of French irregulars, and 
their firing put Gajiries on his guard. He drew up nis troops in 
actuation of defence, but they were fo vigoroufly attacked 
by the Britijh troops under the prince, that they were obliged 
atfirft to give way ; but the French foon recovered t’nemfelves 
and retrieved all they had loft. The fire of mufketry conti¬ 
nued without ceafmg from five in the morning till nine at 
night. The lord Down , with a number of brave BritiJJj of¬ 
ficers and foldiers were killed ; the prince’s horfe was lhot; 
he himfelf was wounded; there was no probability of fuc- 
cefs, and he gave orders for a retreat, which was made with 
fome confufton and great lofs of men. That of the Englijh 
amounted to about 1500, killed, wounded, and tcken prison¬ 
ers, which renewed the clamours of England againft a Ger¬ 
man war, in which fo much Englijh blood was fpilled in a fo¬ 
reign quarrel. 

If the hereditary prince had not fome further views in this Difmal 
expedition, his conduit was not a little unaccountable. He ft a t e 0 f 
feems not to have been fufficiently apprized of the ftrength the allied 
of Wefel, the reduction of which he might reafonably have army, 
defpaired of, after the fwelling of the waters and the appear¬ 
ance of a French army in the field; and yet he ventured a 
bloody engagement before he had fecttred his repaflage over 
the Rhine, which, however, he effected without any impedi¬ 
ment from the victorious French army which lay in fight, and 
which was daunted by the remembrance of the Englijh va¬ 
lour. His expedition was fatal, not only by the lofs of the 
men who were killed, but of thofe who died of difeafes con¬ 
tracted in that damp country and fevere feafon. Upon the re¬ 
turn of the hereditary prince to TVeJlphalia , an attempt was 
made upon Gottingen , which had been blockaded by the al¬ 
lies, from the 2ad of November to the 12th of the following 
month. The French repulfed them, and the blockade was 
raifed, and never did an army go into more uncomfortable 
winter quarters than the Englijf) did this year into theirs at 
Paderborn, one of the moft exhaufted diftricts in Germany . 

This fcarcity rendered the foldiers miferable, and their offi¬ 
cers a prey to JewiJh and other contractors, who raifed im- 
menfe fortunes from their diftreffes. Prince Ferdinand's quar¬ 
ters were far lefs uncomfortable, as he lay in a more plenti¬ 
ful country, and was befriended by the natives ; while thofe 
of the French were more plentifully fupplied than any they 
couid have enjoyed in their own country, even in time of 


peace. 


In the mean while, on the 25th of October, 1760, George p eat ^ Q f 
II. the great fupport of the liberties of Germany and the fo- Q eorye jf 
reign fyftem in England, died, juft at the time when the body J * 
of his people began to be exceffively uneafy at the ineffectual 
progrefs of the continental war in which they were engaged. 
lh?ir dii'cojitents reached the throne of his grandfon and 


fucceffor. 
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lucccffor, who was refolved upon a fafe and honourable peace* 
but he declared that he would continue the war till that could 
be obtained, and he expreffed himfelf in thole terms to his 
parliament. Prince Ferdinand was fenfible of his own fixa¬ 
tion, and the neceliity of ailing with vigour, fo as to give 
him an eclat in England. He was in a condition as comfort- 
lefs as that of the king of Prujfta had been during the pre¬ 
ceding campaign, and he affeited to follow his example by 
ftriking a bold and unexpeiled blow to relieve himfelf. The 
French continued to be in poffeffion of all Heffc, where they 
had amaffed great magazines, and eredled feveral additional 
fortified polls. On the Lower Rhine they maintained a confi¬ 
de r able force ; they had the town of Gottingen ftrongly gar- 
rifoned on their right, and free acceis to the eledlorate of 
Hanover. In this fituation, ffhould they preferve it) it was 
probable that next campaign they might inclofe the whole 
of the allied army. 

Prince Prince Ferdinand faw his Britijl) troops filently fuffering 
Ferdinand as much by the famine and difeafes they were forced to en- 
takesthe counter in uncomfortable quarters, as they could do by a 
field in bold ftroke, however unfortunate. All of a fudden, he or- 
February. dered his troops to rendezvous on the Dymcl , the Rhutne, and 

in Saverland. The whole of his army was drawn up in three 


divifions; one was commanded by the hereditary prince and 
the marquis of Granby , and formed the right; the left, under 
general Sporcken , advanced towards Thuringia ; and the com¬ 
mander in chief headed the center, which penetrated into 
Hejle, and advanced towards CaJJ'el. This difpofition, if it 
had any meaning but that of giving food to the troops, was 
to break off the communication of the French with the army 
of the empire and their garrifon at Gottingen , and to open a 
communication between the allied army and his PruJJian ma« 
jefty. But the whole of thofe fpecious operations were ra¬ 
ther alarming than folid. The French redoubled their garri- 
fons in Cajfcl and Gottingen , which they knew the allies, what¬ 
ever progrefs they fhould make, muff be obliged to leave be¬ 
hind them. They likewife ftrengthened thofe of Fritzlar, 
Ziegenhagen, and Marpurg , which was again i n their pofl’ef- 
fion. The hereditary prince was repulfed with confiderabie 
lofs before Fritzlar. Breidenbach , a Hanoverian general, had 
Lofles of the fame fate before Marpurg , but loft his life in the at- 
thcFienct. tempt. On the 15th of February , more artillery being brought 

againft Fritzlar , it furrendered ; and the marquis of Grady, 
with great courage and ccmdmft, after reducing all thetrouble- 
fome forts and pofts in the neighbourhood, pufhed on at the 
head of the Britijh cavalry with fo much rapidity, that the 
French had not even time to burn their magazines, and re¬ 
tired, or rather fled, almoft to the Maine. By their flight the 

allies felzed five capital magazines, one of which contained 

Sc.ooo lacks of meal, 50,000 of oats, and a million of ra-: 
tions of hay. __ . 
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This fuccefe, which the German commander in chief of the The allies 
allies had no right to expedf, kept their men as well as horfes beiiege 
alive. In the mean while, general Sporcken on the left divifion of CaJJel. 
the allies, was equally fuccefsful on the fide of Saxony , where, 
being joined by a body of Prujftans, he diflodged the French 
from the IFerra and the Umjlurt , and drove them to Bamberg. 

The count of Faux, governor of Gottingen , cut off his retreat 
with a ftrong detachment of that garrilon, and obliged him 
to rejoin the main army under prince Ferdinand , who by this 
time had formed the fiege of CaJJel , which was left to the di- 
jeftion of the count of Lippe Schawnberg , who had diftin- 
guifhed himfelf by his management of the allied artillery at 
the battle of Mindcn. The blockades of Marpurg and Z ie- 
ynhagen were formed, as was a chain of cantonments from the 
Labtt to the Ohm , and from the Ohm to the Fulda , while he 
himfelf watched the motions o i' Brogiio’s army, which had re¬ 
tired towards Franckforl. All thofe difpofitions plainly difeo- 
vered that it was not yet time to put an end to the German 
war. The two fortreffes were behind the allies, Brogiio’s ar¬ 
my was in their front, and CaJJel on their flank. Inftead of 
cantoning out his army into broken detachments, had the( 9 *?r- 
mnn general collected it and defeated Brogiio , CaJJel and the 
two forts muft have furrendered of courfe; but his numbers 
were inefficient, had they been greater than they were, for 
fuch a variety of operations, and his army, by being divided, 
became weak. The conduct of Brogiio was very different; 
he called in all his troops from the mod diftant pofts, and 
fuffered the allies to diffipate their force in fpeeious but 
ufelefs operations. Perceiving that, according to the manner 
of Ferdinand’ 


s 


carrying on war, the hereditary prince was 
lying near Grunbcrg, at the village of Strangcrode , with nine 


regiments of Hanoverians , HeJJians , and Brunfwickers , baron 
Clofen , a French general, attacked and totally routed them at 
the very firft onfet, and took 2,000 prifoners, 8 pieces of can¬ 
non, and 18 pair of colours; a convincing proof how defpi- 
cable German courage was, when unfupported by the Englijh, 

This Angle blow overthrew all the promifing lchemes of the 
allies. They withdrew the blockade of Ziegenhagen ; they 
raifed the fiege of CaJJel , and at laft they evacuated all Hejje 
by retiring once more behind the Dymel. It fortunately hap- Difagree- 
pened for the army of the allies that Soubije , who had an ar- ment 
mv on the Lower Rhine , envied and hated Brogiio , and re- between 
luied to join him in any meafure that might decide the fate the F>etich 
of the war, even in favour of the French ; and in this he was generals, 
privately fupported by his mafter’s minifters. This conduct 
correfponded exadtly with the views of the allied army’s ge¬ 
neral, who having now procured fome vi&uals for his army, 
remained upon the defenlive at a time when he ought to have 
been moft active, while the French were buffed in recruiting 


tneir magazines. 
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of the war and the complexion of the German war was entirely altered, 
altered. His Britannic majefty feemed, to the great difappointment 

and confufion of the French , to have no predilection for Han¬ 
over, and to make the interefts of Great Britain his capital 
obje£l. The French faw, that fhould they get polfeffion 0 { 
that whole electorate, it would, in a negociation, procure 
them no abatement of the terms demanded and expedfed by 
the people of England, A more vigorous exertion of their 
arms might, however, have that effecl. The 


Advan¬ 
tages 


flrudtion of a Britijh army were in ter effing confiderations, 
and the total defeat of the allies would enable the French to 
affift the emprefs queen in giving the finifhing blow to the 
king of Prujfia’s ruin. Soubife therefore had orders to put 
his army in motion, and this occafioned various fkirmifhes 
between his detached parties and thofe under the hereditary 
prince. Broglie , at the fame time, put his troops in motion, 
and advancing towards the Dymel he beat general Sporckcn , who 
was polled with a ftrong detachment in the front of the allied 
army to difpute his paflagc over that river. On this occafion, 
a confiderable number of the allies were killed, Boo were 


gained by made prisoners, 19 pieces of cannon, 400 horfes, and above 
th eFrench. iyo waggons were taken by the French , who immediately 

palled the Dymel and feized Warburg , Dringleburg , and Pa- 


'P.ft . 

SoubiJ 


ion the Lippe 
This fituatio 


July 


tachments of the allies obtained many, and fome not incon 
fiderable advantages over thofe of the French. 


Battle of It was in Broglio's power, at this period of the war, to 


but that was no 
Soubife 


Kirck - 
Dtit kern. 


Flano 


ed by all means to join him, and both of them to hazard a 
general battle. This refolution was forwarded by the daily 
advantages which the allied troops under the hereditary prince 
and general Lnckner continued to gain, even in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of CaJJcl. The junction between Soubife and 
Broglio was effected at a place called Soejl, in the neighbour¬ 
hood of the allied army, and prince Ferdinand altered his dif- 
pofitions accordingly. He fecured his communication be¬ 
tween Lipjladt and Hamme , and his left wing was polled be- 

Lippe and the Aajl. The body of the army occu- 


Wambeln , and the prince of Anhalt 

Hohenover. Lord 


pied the height 
ground between lllengcn 
his pofition upon the heights of Kirch-Denkern , and lieute¬ 
nant-general Wutgenau , who was encamped upon the heath 
of JJntrup , marched by his right to approach the village ol 
Kirch-Denkern , while piquets guarded all the avenues and 


Aajl 


On the 1 cth of j 


French made a flrong attack upon the marquis of 


out 
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ut-pofts, and drove them back upon his camp, where a moft 
obicinate difpute was maintained with great gallantry by the 

troops. 1 he German general ordered the marquis to 

maintain his poft to the laft, tiil he could be fupported by ge- 
‘ ra j Wutgenau from the left. An inceflant firing was kept 
un on both Tides till it was dark, and then the French retired won by 

Precipitately into the woods. _ the allies, 

r Next morning the battle recommenced, and the chief at¬ 
tack of the French , which was commanded by Broglio , was 
made againft Watgcnaiis corps, and an inceflant firing lafted 
for fiveliours, without either fide gaining the leaft advantage. 

About nine, the allied general was informed that the French 
were making difpofitions for erecting batteries upon an emi¬ 
nence that commanded the marquis of Granby's camp ; upon 
which he ordered the troops under Sporcken to advance and 
join another body which was neareft at hand. This divifion 
attacked the French , who immediately fell into diforder, and 
retreated with the utmoft precipitation, leaving their dead and 
wounded, and feveral pieces of cannon, fome of them fixteen 
pounders. Maxtvell's, fingle battalion made prifoners of the 
whole regiment of Rouge , and the enemy was purfued as far 
as Haltrup , where the nature of the ground difabled the allied 
cavalry from acting. This battle is called by the French that 
of Felingbaufe », and by the allies that of Kirch-Denkern. In Its confe- 
itth t French loft about 5000 men, in killed, wounded, and quences. 
prifoners. The lofs of the allies amounted only to 300 killed, 

1,00c wounded, and zoo taken prifoners. 

Though in this a£tion the allies were indifputably vic¬ 
tors, yet Broglio' s defeat did not take from him the glory of 
being the heft general in the French fervice. He was hated 
by the miftreis, becaufe his merit had given him his advance¬ 
ment, and he was both difliked and envied by Soubife^ who 
knew he would be fupported at his court. Broglio complained 
that Soubife was too tardy, and Soubife that Broglio was too 
hafty in marching up to the attack. After the battle their ar¬ 
mies parted, that of Broglio moved towards Cajfely that of 
Soubife towards the Raer , whilft each filled the court of Ver- 
failles with manifeftos and recriminations, in juftification of his 


own conduct. 

The allies, as ufual, found themfelves in a worfe fituation 
after their victory than before. The French foon repaired their 
lofs, and Soubife receiving a great recruit of forage and pro- 
vifions, repafied the Rocr and the Lippe , and pointed his 
march towards Munjler , whiie Broglio' s army, all of a fudden, 
parted the TVefir , with a Teeming intention to feize upon Han¬ 
over. which, however, was far from his thoughts. Soubife 
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dinand fent one divifion of his army to cover Ivlunjhr , and 
v/ith the other he himfelr obferved the motions of Broglio ; 
though by uniting his whole army and attacking either of 
them, both muft have been deftroyed. Sou'-je , as well as 
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Broglio, was apprehenfive of this, and cautioufly avoided a 
battle ; upon which the partizan war recommenced, in which 
the allies had generally the advantage, but they loft in one of 
thofe ineffectual Ikirmilhes, young prince Henry of Brim 


unhk, 

of hav- 


whofe early courage and virtues rendered him worthy 
ing the hereditary prince for his elder brother. Upon Bm- 
lid’s palling the Wefer , prince Ferdinand made a motion to¬ 
wards Cajfel , and the hereditary prince, on the 30th of Augufa 
obliged the garrifon of Dorjlen to furrender themfelves pri- 
foners of war; upon which Soubife laid afide all 


farther 


thoughts of befieging Munfler. Upon Ferdinand's march in 
to Hejfe , Broglio again palled the IVcfer , and encamping near 
Eimbeck , laid all the neighbouring country under contri¬ 
bution. The numerous indccilive operations that filled up the 
reft of the campaign we Ihall omit, and confine ourfelves to 
the capital. 

Broglio penetrated into the Hariz , where he took and de- 
molilhed the ftrong caftle of Scharsfclts , and laid a vaft tract of 
the neighbouring country under contribution. Prince Xavier 
of Saxony appeared with a detachment before Wolfenbutul , 
which is ftrongly fituated j but its houfes being moftly built 
of wood, a fhower of hot bullets foon compelled the inha¬ 
bitants to furrender it. Prince Xavier then continued his 
march to Brunfwic , the capital of that dukedom, and the 
reigning duke, who was now confidered as a party in the war, 
fled to Hamburgh , where he met the landgrave of Hejje, and 
feveral other princes who were in the like undefirable circum- 
Irances. The danger of Brunfwic , and the progrefs of the 
French to the eaft of the Aller , alarmed prince Ferdinand to 
the laft degree, and he was obliged to fend the hereditary 
prince to its relief with all the troops he could mufter. His 
activity was fuch, that he forced the French to raife the fiege, 
and likewile to evacuate JVofenbuttel , with no inconfiderable 
lofs both of men and artillery. 

Without detracting from the merit of the allied general, 
we cannot help thinking that he was deftitute of one great 
qualification of a commander, and which Broglio feems emi¬ 
nently to have poffeffed, that of being able to form an origi¬ 
nal plan of operations that was not to be difconcerted by 
any little accident. His whole care in the campaigns he 
made confifted in inventing expedients rather for retrieving, 
than preventing, his loflcs. The moment the hereditary 
prince evacuated HrJJe , Soubife ravaged Wcjlphalia in a manner 
that feemed to proceed rather from his orders than his inclina¬ 
tion. His troops took Ofnaburg , and becaufe the exorbitant 
ranfom they required was not immediately paid, they plun¬ 
dered that wealthy city. The marquis de Confians , a Frenco 
officer, appeared with a party before the important town ot 
Embden in Ea/l Friefland , which was garrifoiied by no more 
than 200 Britijh invalids, who would have defended it, but 


ic was given up at the requeft of its pufillanimous inhabi- 
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tants, upon an honourable capitulation, which was infamoufly 
broken, and both the town and its territory were laid under 
fevere contributions. A third detachment from Soubife s army 
made an attempt to feize upon Bremen , after having reduced 
gcppe'i upon the Ems, and making the garrifon of 500 men 

priioners of war on the 3d of October. 

V The taking of Bremen muft abfolutely have ruined the army but fail in 
of the allies, at leaft the Britijh part of it, who depended for their de- 
the whole of their fubfiftence from the Wefer. The conduct fign upon 
of Soubife in not more vigoroufly fupporting this attempt, can Btemen. 
only be accounted for by his hopes that the place would be 
furprized, without his being obliged to run any confiderable 
hazard in befieging it. His troops had almoft fucceeded, but 
the inhabitants joined the garrifon, which was but weak, and 
repelled the French , whom they detefted. After this repulfe, 

Bremen was ftrongly reinforced, arfti guarded againft any fuc- 
ceeding dangers of that kind. Broglio remained all this while 
ina&ive at Eimbeck , but in the beginning of November prince 
Ferdinand laid a plan for attacking him, in the execution of 
which the marquis of Granby was to have a great (hare. That 

gallant general, accordingly, forced the enemy’s pofts at Cap- 
ptlnhagen, in order to intercept a large detachment of French 
unde* - Cbabot , but through the failure of the German general 
Hardenberg, the defign mifcarried. Soon after this, both ar¬ 
mies went into winter quarters, that of the French in Caffe f 
Dujfeldorp , and along the Lower Rhine. The quarters of the 
Britijh cavalry were in Eafl Friejlancl ; thofe of the infantry 
in the bifhopric of Ofnaburg and thofe of the other al¬ 
lies at Hildejheim , Munfter , Hamelen , and Eimbeck. We 
are now to turn our attention towards Saxony and Silefia. 

The war in thofe parts this year was as languid as in the Inactive 
preceding it had been furious. Perhaps, the pacific fenti- campaign 
ments of the Britijh miniftry contributed to this inactivity, in Site (fa 
Prince Henry’s army was intrenched under Leipfic , that of and Sa<- 
Daun near Dref den , while his Pruffan majefty held a ftrong G ny. 
camp near Schzveidnitz in the Upper Silefia. In this fituation, 
neither party either gained or loft any advantage, but his 
Frujfian majefty had not troops to fupply every department 
of the war he was engaged in. The Ruffian army had been 
reinforced; one divilion of it, under Tottieben , entered Pome- 
rania, and another under Butterlin advanced towards Breflau , 
cxpefting to be joined by Laudohn. Upper Silefia was laid 
under fevere contributions by the Ruffians , who cannonaded 
Brejlau, , while the active Laudohn endeavoured, but in vain, 
to draw the king from his advantageous pofition. That mo¬ 
narch was the moft fecure on the quarter where the ftorm of 
war fell the moft heavy upon him. He thought himfelf fafe 
with regard to 'Tottlebcri s operations, but Toitleben , upon a 
fufpicion of his court that he was in a fecretcorrefpondencewith 
his majefty, was removed from his command, which was filled 
% general Romanzow. Some pecuniary confiderations of the 
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fame kind were offered to Laudohn , but he reje&ed them, 
A Ruffian fleet now blockaded Colberg by fea, and Ramanzm 
befieged it by land. The prince of Wirtemberg lay with a 
body of 7,000 men under its fortifications, which had been 
greatly encreafed. His Prujjian majefty having now loft all 
dependence upon his pecuniary influence, employed ge¬ 
neral Platen to deftroy all the Ruffian magazines that i'upplied 
their army in Silefia , which he accordingly did with remark- 
able fuccefs, and he purfued his march into Pomerania. Up on 
this, on the 25 th of Augiift , the Ruffians relinquifhed their 
defigns upon Breffau , and retired into Poland, that they might 
if poflible, fecure the means of their future fubfiftence. But¬ 
ter Unknowing that this could be beft done by their taking 
Colberg , ftruck into Pomerania , deftroyed the Marche of 
Brandenburg and took pofleflion of Landfperg , while his Pruj¬ 
jian majefty, to avert this frefh blow, fent general Knoblock to 
fupport Platen. 

In the mean while, his Prujjian majefty perceiving that 
provifions muft toon fail him in his ftrong camp near Schiveii- 
nitz 9 removed towards the Oder , and ordered 4,000 of the 
garrifon of Schzveidnitz to replace the detachmentsJie had 
Schwceid- lent off. Laudohn rapidly feized the opportunity, and by a 
ttiix taken mafterly coup de main , made himfelf matter of Schweihitz , 
by the 


where he made general Zajlrow and 3,000 of his garrifon pri- 
Jujirians, loners, with the lofs only of 600 men, moft of whom had 

been buried in a powder magazine blown up within the place 
during the heat of the attack. This fevere blow was the 
more deeply felt by Frederic as he did not expeitt it, and 
defpifed all the means of preventing it. He bore it, however, 
with an aftonilhing compofure, and his letter to Zaftrnv on 
the occalion is worthy of being tranfmitted to pofterity; it was 
as follows: “ We may now fay what Francis I.of Pram 
ec wrote to his mother after the battle of Pavia , We bavekjl 
<c all except our honour. As I cannot comprehend what hath 
happened to you, I lhall fufpend my judgment. The thingis 
“ very extraordinary.” 

Colberg continued to make a moft obttinatc defence under 
trrghy the the brave Hey don , but at laft was reduced to fuch extremity 
Ruffians, that Platen quitted the prince of Wirtemburg to join Knotted, 


<c 


and Cd- 


but was defeated by Romanzow in the attempt, and obliged 
to fly to Stetin ; while Knoblock , who remained in the defence 
lefs town of ffreplow , was obliged to furrender himfelf and 
his detachment of 2,000 men prifoners of war. Colberg, 
through thofe defeats, was rendered incapable of receiving 
any further fupplies, and its cafe became fo defperate, that 
the prince of Wirtemburg cut his way through the Ruffian 
army, and left Hcydon to obtain the beft capitulation he 

could for his garrifon and the inhabitants. On the^ 16th of 
December , Colberg , after a liege of fix months, being now 
hopelefs of all relief and deftitute of provifion, fubmitted to 
necefixty, and Hey don and his garrifon were made prifoners 
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of war. The Ruffians, by taking this place, became matters 
of the Baltic , and a port that freed them from their depend¬ 
ence upon precarious fupplies from Poland. Stetin alone 
flood in their way for becoming matters of all Brandenburgb, 
and for the firfl: time they took up their winter quarters in 

Pomerania. 

Hitherto his Pruffian majefty had been delivered, under Death of 
providence, by the amazing efforts of his own genius and fa- the em- 
gacity; but now that he was abandoned by all human means prefs of 
of retrieving his affairs, the immediate hand of heaven inter- Rujffa. 
pofedfor his deliverance, by the death of his moft inveterate 
enemy the emprefs of RuJJia. Before we clofe this part of Confpira- 
his hiftory, we are to obferve that while the Aujlrians were cy againft 
encamped in the neighbourhood of Schweidnitz , a fcheme had his Pntf- 
been formed by the baron de JVarkotch , a Silejffan nobleman, fiun raa- 
and on t Schmidt, a prieft, for feizing his peri'on and deliver- jetty, 
ing him up to the Aujlrians. The plot is faid to have been dif- 
covered by one of the baron’s domeftics, who fufpedfing the 
contents of a letter he was charged with from his matter to 
the prieft, carried it to his Pruffian majefty. All we can fay 
with regard to the reality of this confpiracy, is, that Frederic 
affe&ed to treat it as a reality. Both the baron and the 
prieft efcaped, but the king never could be prevailed on to 
pardon the former. As the public never has been acquaint¬ 
ed with any particulars of this pretended plot, they are at 
liberty to treat it as one of thofe little ftratagems invented by 
one court to blacken another. 

His Pruffian majefty did not at firfl; feel the effedts of the Good cor- 
emprefs of Raffia's death, which happened on January the 2d, re fpond- 
1762; and the court of Vienna was extremely alfiduous in ence fc e _ 
giving out that her fucceflor, Peter III. would unvariably ad- tween the 
here to her plan and engagements. All Europe was for fome k; nCT G f 
time in fufpence about the part he would adt. By the poflef- p r fjfi a 
fion of Colberg , and the other advantages, which his fubjedts had an( j t h e 
gained in the late war, it was plain that in a few years he would emperor 
have had it in his power to have given laws in Germany , in cafe 0 f Raja. 
of any differences between the houfe of Aujlria and that com¬ 
plicated body. But on the other hand, this might have in¬ 
volved him in perpetual quarrels with the other powers cf 
Europe , fo that it would have been impoflible for him to have 
accomplifhed any farther regulations in the internal ftate of 

the empire, which, it is faid, he moft ardently wifhed for* 

Perhaps, the treatment he had received during the reign of his 
predeceffor, and the very high opinion he entertained of his 
Pruffian majefty, contributed to determine him as to his fu¬ 
ture conduct. The flattering feenes, however, of ambition 
that lay before him, afforded no very comfortable profpedl, 
even for his Pruffian majefty, as appears by an extradb of a 
letter which he lent to a Britijh minifter.. But the reader,' 
to underftand it, mutt: obferve that his Ruffian majefty had the 
order of the Black Eagle, of which the king of Prufp.a is 

Vo l, IX. U grand 
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grand matter. <c Is not this (laid Frederic , with his ufual 
pleafantry) a very extraordinary knight to feed 80,000 men at 
my expence ? He is the only one of my knights that takes that 
liberty. If evtfry knight of the Garter did the fame, your 
England ( England though it is) would be devoured by them. 

I beg you would endeavour to make my knight more tract¬ 
able, and tell him it is againft the inftitutes of the order* for a 
knight to eat up his grand matter.” 
p ,. r Frederic was deceived in his apprehenfions, if ever heen- 
Pacihc d i*“ tertained any. On the 23d of February , the emperor of Ruf. 
polition or ■ r declare^ i n a memorial delivered to the foreign minifters 
the latter, at courtj « That in order to the eftablifhment of peace, 

he was ready to facrifice all the conquefts made by the arms of 
RuJJia in this war, in hopes that the allied courts will on 
their parts equally prefer the reftoration of peace and tran¬ 
quillity, to the advantages which they might expedt from the 
continuance of the war; but which they cannot obtain but 
b Y a continuance of the efFutton of human blood.” 
who joins Though this declaration fufficiently intimated his intentions 
with the to defift at any rate from being farther his Pruffian majefty’s 
king of enemy, yet it was fuch as his allies could find no fault with, 
Pruffia. as he was the only belligerent potentate who facrificed his 

own interefts to peace. All he did, in the mean while, was to 
fend an order to his generals to undertake no new enterprize 
againft his Prnjftan majefty without farther orders. At the 
fame time, he communicated to Frederic the news of the 
death of the late emprefs, and his own acceflion; with certain 
private intelligence, that immediately induced Frederic not 
only to fend him compliments of congratulation, but to fetat 
liberty ail his Ruffian prifoners without ranfom. Czernichcv) 
was then ordered to evacuate Silefia with his army, and this 
was followed by an armiftice, fettled between the Ruffian and 
Fruffian troops in Pomerania . The treaty of peace between 
Francs and Great Britain was at this time fo far advanced, 
that the Swedes, fearing to be abandoned at once by France 
and Ruffia , concluded an armiftice likewife; but his Pruffian 
majefty did not lofe a moment in improving this refpite from 
thedifmal calamities that but a few days before had threatened 
him. His generals, Platen and Wuncb , who lay at Lelpjlc , 
put their troops in motion, and not only obliged the Saxom 
to abandon Eifenacb , but the army of the empire to quit 
their quarters at Naumbourg , Zeitz , Altemberg , and Gera, 
To balance thofe advantages, it was given out that the Au- 
Jlrian general Reidt , had obtained fome advantages over the 
Pruffians in the other parts of Saxony. His Pruffian majefty 
afreCfed great moderation in all thofe favourable events, and 
accepted the offer of mediation made by the emperor Peter III* 
by .ire-ring terms to the court of Vienna. 

The emprefs-queen, whole fpirit was always at variance 
with her fortune, not only rejected thofe terms with the ut- 

;noft contempt, but as if fhe had been indifferent about the 
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dete&ion of RuJJia, flie iffued orders for adding 30,600 meh Impru- 
fo her armies. Daun was fo much difgufted with her obfti- dence of 
n acy, and at the perpetual reproaches {he had thrown out the em- 
againft him for his llownefs, that he begged leave to relign his prcfs- 
command, which even Landohn now refufed to accept of. queen. 
The emprefs-queen in conjunction with the French , made 
frelh efforts at the court of Peterjburg to recover that emperor 
to her alliance. This application was fo far from having any 
effect, that he required her not only to give over all thoughts 
of recovering Silefta , but to yield up Scbweidniiz and the 
county of Glatz , and that the French and Swedes ftiould like- 
wile refign all their Prujfian acquifitions. To give the greater 
weight to this requifition, orders were fent to the Ruffian 
generals to co-operate with thofe of Praffia, if neceffary to 
recover Silefta. His Prujfian majefty, without this active ope¬ 
ration, muff ftill have been inferior to the Aujlrians who were 
then threatening Glogau and Brejlau, On the other hand, Pnnce 
as the weight of the Ruffian arms were now added to thofe of Henry 
Pruffia, prince Henry, about the 12th of May , 1763, obliged beats the 
thelmperialifis, with fome lofs, to evacuate Diepoldfwald , and Aujlrians > 
made about 4000 prifoners, befides taking 365 waggons. 

The Aujlrians now .experienced the di fad vantages they were 
under by the defection of the Ruffians. All that his Prujfian 
majefty held in Saxony , was fecured to his poffefiion, and after 
he was joined by his Ruffian allies, marfhal Daun thought 
proper to fall back upon the extremities of Silefta, while the 
Pruffians and Ruffians laid even a great part of Bohemia under 
contribution. 

It does not fall within this head of our hiftory to recount Revolut** 
the particulars of the great revolution, which coil the czar on in 
Peter III. his empire and his life, and railed his wife to that Rvjjia, 
throne. Whatever irregularities of conduct he may be taxed 
with in domeftic affairs, it feems to be pretty certain, that his 
fyftem with regard to Germany was wife and folia, and every 
branch of it was adopted by his emprefs-fucceffer. Though 
his partiality for his Prujfian majefty was one of the moft im- 
popular fteps of his reign, yet fhe ordered pacific declarations 
towards Prnffia to be made by her minifters ; nor did {he re¬ 
call her troops till his Prujfian majefty was out of all danger 
of being overwhelmed by his enemies. It was on the 21ft of 
July , that the orders for the reparation were emitted, but be¬ 
fore it happened, his Prujfian majefty drove Daun from the 
heights of Bucke.rfdorjf with very considerable lofs, and there¬ 
by cut him off from all communication with SchweidnitZ, 
which Frederic immediately befieged. Laudohn attempted to 
relieve the place, but was beat by the prince of Severn ; nor 
{hall v/e break the narrative of his Prujfian majefty’s affairs 

till he enters upon a definitive treaty with the emprefs- 
queen. 


Frederic in perlon carried on the fiege of Schwr.idnitz , 
bis brother prince Bleary sifted upon the deflniivc in S 
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Irruption The place was defended with great fkill and courage, but 
of the though garrifoned by 8000, they were obliged to furrender 
PruJJians prifoners of war, and almoft all of them were drowned in the 
into the mouth of the Oder, in repairing to their quarters of confine- 
empire. ment. His PruJJian majefty was now at liberty to fuccour his 

brother prince Henry , who was fo hard prefTed by the Aujlriam 
in Saxony, that he was driven back to Frey berg. On the 29th 
of OStober, he attacked the Aujlrians, over whom he obtained 
decifive advantages, for befides a great number that were flain, 
he took about 6000 prifoners, of whom 240 were officers. 
After this a ceffation of arms was concluded between the 
Aujlriam and the PruJJians, for Silcjia and Saxony, which gave 
the PruJJians an opportunity of ravaging Bohemia to the very 
gates of Prague, laying Egra in allies, and penetrating through 
Franconia into Suabia. This is one of the moft remarkable 
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periods in the war, and indeed it can fcarcely be accounted for, 
how the court of Vienna could be prevailed upon, by a par¬ 
tial armillice, to expofe its own dominions and that of its 
allies to dcftrucfion. The truth is, the princes of the empire 
were now tired of the war. The negotiations of peace that 
were going forward at London, and the pacific complexion of 
his Britannic majefty, left them nothing to apprehend on the 
part of the houfe of Hanover, of which they had been always 
iecretly jealous, for one plain reafon, becaufe they faw that 
cledlor lupported by the arms and riches of Great Britain. 
This appichenfion being removed, they were as unwilling to 
aggrandize the houfe of Aujlria as that of Brandenburgh , and 
each prince gave intimation to the court of Vienna , that it 
was now high time to clofe the feene of war. The diet at 
Raiijbon, upon the irruption of the PruJJians, was preparing 
to break up, and the thriving city of Nuremberg, which had 
been long enbofomed in peace, was laid under a contribution 
which fell nothing fhort of 200,000 1. fterling, and which it 
was obliged to pay. In Ihort it was thought, that by this 
irruption, his PruJJian majefty indemnified himfelf for the 
lofs of the vaft fublidy he had received from Great Britain. 

After what has been faid, the reader may eafily comprehend 
the reafons that determined the court of Vienna to liften to 
terms of accommodation, to which his PruJJian majefty was 
by no means avefle, provided he was fecured in his favourite 
view, the pofleffion of Silefta. Both courts were foured at 
the conduit of their allies. His PruJJian majefty beheld with 
indignation, the wife but pacific difpofitions of his Britannic 
majefty. The Imperial miniftry were difi'atisfied with France 
having made a leparate peace with Great Britain, and con¬ 
tinuing their refentment, the event of certain conferences that 
had been opened at Hubcrtjburg was a peace. 

By this peace, each party was put in the fame fituation it held 

at the beginning of the war. His PruJJian majefty remained the 

pofiefl'or of Silejia, in the moft ample extent, and applied himfelf 

to 
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to cultivate the arts of peace, with equal abilities, but with 
more true glory, than he had done thofe of war. He diftributed 
lands to his diibanded foldiers; he gave them his artillery 
horfes for their cultivation; he inftituted courts of martial 
enquiries, for the punilhment of his officers who had been 
deficient in their duty, and he rewarded thofe who behaved 
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Germany will be lafting. 

All this while the peace between Great Britain and France 
was rather expedted than concluded, and their armies in Ger- The 
man^y for that very reafon, feemed to redouble their animofities French de- 
with each other. Broglioy though an excellent general, con- f eate d at 
tinued ftill to be difagreeable to the French king’s miftrefs, and Graobeu- 
being removed from his command, he was fucceeded by the 
prince cle Soubife , and the marlhal D’Etrees, while the prince 
of Conde commanded a feparate army on the Lower Rhine . 

An impartial reader cannot but fufpedt that a fpirit of difeon- 
tent, rather than any regard for their king’s fervice, now pofleff- 
cdthe French generals, Broglio in particular, who made no ad¬ 
vantage of his fuperiority of numbers. The hereditary prince 
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commanded a feparate detachment. On the 24th of j 
prince Ferdinand made four different attacks upon them in their 
camp; one was made under general Luchier, another -under 
general Sporcken ; prince Ferdinand himfelf commanded the 
third, and the fourth was led up by the marquis of Gran¬ 
by- Thofe attacks 


made 

whole of the French army muff have been deftroyed, had it 
not been for Monf. Stamville, one of their generals, who, at 
the head of a body of infantry, which all, but two batta¬ 
lions, was cut in pieces, made a ftand in a wood and favoured 
the retreat of the cavalry, and the reft of their army, under 
the cannon of Cajf'el on the other fide of the Fulda. The body 
under Caftries efcaped with little lofs. In this battle, lord 
Granby acquired great honour. Two thoufand five hundred 
andfeventy of the French , befides 162 officers, were taken pri¬ 
soners; the number of killed is not known. It is certain that 
the army of the allies did not lofe above 300, but thofe were 
Britons. The German general and his countrymen were by 
no means fatisfied with the advances that had been made to¬ 
wards a peace ; and fome of the Britijh officers were at this 
time treated with a degree of feverity, that, had the war been 
expe&ed to laft, muft have been confidered as impolitic. 
Though the French endeavoured to palliate their difgrace at 
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liloody Engiijh , under the marquis of Granby and lord Frederic Cavtn - 
difpute at difhy pufhed forward, till, on the 6th of ^a/y, they found 
Anuene~ theml'elves 30 miles behind their enemies, whole communica- 
berg. tion with Frankfcrt they cut off, and defeated a large body of 

them, under M. de Rocbambeau , at Hamburg . In fhort, the 
allies took poffeffion of the moft confiderable parts of South 
HeJTe , and drove their enemies from Fritxlar , Feltzberg , and 
Bohr. Towards the north of HeJJe, they cut off the commu¬ 
nication of prince Xavier , who was obliged to join the main 
army from Gottingen , which was evacuated on the 16th of 
Aiiguft. The allies, however, palled the and defeated 

them, but their retreat was favoured by Stainvil/e. Upon this 
occafion 1100 of the French were taken prifoners. They were 
every where overpowered, and the prince of Conde was obliged 
to make forced marches from the Lower Rhine to their affif- 
tance. The conftruefion which the public put upon this re¬ 
newed vigour of the allied general, was, that he wanted to 
fhew how foon he could finilh the war if he was in earned. 
CaJJel was uncovered, and the hereditary prince, with the de¬ 
tachment under his command, hung upon the prince of Condi* 
rear. On the 30th of Augujl , he charged them at Johamuf- 
berg. At firft, he drove them from the heights into the plain, 
but being reinforced from their main army, the prince was 
clangeroully wounded in the hip-bone, and defeated with the 
lofs of 3000 men killed, wounded, or taken prifoners. Prince 
Ferdinand did all he could to retrieve this lofs, and prepared to 
befiege CaJJel. While he was making difpolitions for covering 
the liege, the French advanced towards Mar purg , but on the 
26th of September , they were fo critically attacked by the allies, 
that they were forced to repafs the Lahn , with lofs and preci¬ 
pitation. The preparations for the fiege of CaJJel then went 
on, and were productive of many Ikirmilhes, particularly 
one at Amceneberg , in the night between the zoth and 21 It of 
October. This was a poll: of fome importance, as it com¬ 
manded a bridge over the Ohjne , one end of which terminated 
in a redoubt, which was poffefled by the allies, and the 
other in a mill, held by the French. The peace at this time 
was known to be as good as concluded, and the difpute that 
happened at this bridge feemed to be a trial of (kill, whether 
Britons or Frenchmen could endure being butchered with the 
greater fteadinefs. The French , at firft, endeavoured to dif- 
jodge the Engiijh from the redoubt. The number of each in 
the beginning of the attion was inconfiderable. The marquis 
Granby could not avoid reinforcing the Engiijh poll, in 
proportion as the French did that of the mill. At laft 2; 
heavy cannon were brought up on each fide, and fired at the 
diftance of 300 paces, as their mulketry did at that of 30. 
This defperate firing lafted for 15 hours without intermiflion; 
but the French carried the poll of Amevnebcrg , though with 
vaft lofs, that of the allies amounting to near ioop men. 

This 
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This was the laft, and the moft bloody a&ion in the Conclufi- 
ar . Cqjfel furrendered on the ill of November , and on the on of the 
rl h’ the preliminaries of peace were figned. Among the campaign 
other advantages attained by the emprefs-queen by the treaty and the 
of Huber tjfrurg, was a fecret article, by which his PruJJian war. 
majefty con fen ted to the election of her eldeft fon, the arch¬ 
duke Jofeph , to be king of the Romans , which election ac¬ 
cordingly took place, and upon the death of his wife, a 
princefs of Parma> he has been fince married to a princefs of 

Bavaria* 
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UNITED PROVINCES. 


T HE fituation, manners, and character of the people who 

inhabit this hard earned fpot of independency, are 
much better known to the public than their govern¬ 
ment, and therefore we fhall beg leave to prefix fome account 
of it. 

Antient The phlegm of the people is tempered only by their love 
conftitu- of independency, which is indeed the chief character of 
tion of their exiftence as rational beings. That love of inde- 
the United pendency, however, has produced the liobleft effects of free- 
Ptownees, dom, and, perhaps, is the great animating principle of that 

induftry which diftinguilhes the Dutch, The inhabitants of 
their provinces, before they became independent, were the leaf!: 
diftinguifhed of any of the Teutonic race, either for arms or 
for induftry. Their common-wealth confifts of the fallowing 
feven fovereign independent provinces, Gnclderland , Holland , 
Zealand , TJtrecht , Overyjfel , Groningen , and Friejlatid , which 
are united in a political confederacy. Each province contains: 
cities that are independent and feparately privileged. Thej 
fenate of a city is its fovereign, and the members fill up the' 
vacancies that happen 5 fo that their government is, in the 
ft r idle ft fenfe, ariftocratical. This ariftocracy is not without 
checks from the annual election of burgo-mafters, but morel 
from the little temptation the members are under either to 
abufe or afpire to power. Thofe burgo-mafters are indeed 
elected out of the fenate ; but their offices and authority, tho’ 
great, is detached from their fenatorial power. They iup- 
port the dignity of their government and the honour of their 
city or town upon an income of lefs than 60 /. a year; fo that 
the reader may eafily fuppofe nothing can be fpared for pomp, 
ftate, or parade, 

Pcputitj 
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Deputies are chofen by each fenate from the provincial ftate, 

Tbofe deputies are chofen from the nobility, which are here 
very ancient and claim vail pre-eminence, the fenators, and 
the magistrates. Holland has nineteen deputies, of whom 
the nobles have but one voice, and the cities eighteen ; but 
the great city of Amfterdam has but one voice, and the mean- 
eft in the province has the fame. Notwithllanding this, 
the nobility has vail influence, as they have the right of fend¬ 
ing deputies to the States General , of naming a counfellor in 
the two higheft courts of judicature, belides influencing the 
difpofal of the chief places in the province, civil, military, 
and ecclefialtical. The penlionary of Holland colle&s the exempli- 
votes of the nobility, and is by far the moll important civil fed in 
officer in the province, for he holds his place for life; and in that of 
fome cafes of very high concernment, he can exercife a fort Holland. 
of tribunitial power, and controul even the majority of 
voices. In that body which is termed the States General , re- 
jides the majefty and fovereignty of the United Provinces. Jt 
is compofed of provincial deputies, who are removable; but 
no deputy can regularly agree to any general refolution with¬ 
out the authority of his conllituents, who mull be unanimous 
through all the various departments of their inllitution. It 
is true, the provinces are not limited to the number of depu¬ 
ties, but twenty deputies can have but one vote. Every pro¬ 
vince prelides in its turn for a week, and there is no determi¬ 
nate time for the power of deputation, fome Jailing for a 
year, others longer, and fome for life. This constitution, 
however well calculated to preferve the independency of 
each province, is liable to vail inconveniences upon the 
whole, when an immediate refolution upon any important 
point is to be taken, becaufe the deputies mull confult the 

fenfe of their conllituents before they can give their opi¬ 
nions. 

♦ 

Out of the deputies fent from each province, three col¬ 
leges are conllituted j the States General , the council of 
ftate, and the chamber of accounts. The conllitution of the 
States General has been already deferibed. The council of 
ftate confills of twelve deputies, whofe voices are perfonal, 
and not provincial. Of thofe deputies Holland fends three, 
as being what we may call the prerogative province. Guelder - 
land, Zealand , and Utrecht , two each, Friejland , Overyffel , 
and Groningen , one each. In this body, the executive part 
of government, properly fpeaking, is veiled, as it has a dis¬ 
cretionary power over the army and the revenue, though in 
allordinary cafes fubjedl to the controul of the States General; 
and the whole, upon the main, exercifes pretty much the 
fame power as a firll lord commiflioner and chancellor of the 
exchequer in England , by preparing ellimates, and declaring 
to the States General the fupplies neceflary to be railed for 
Hje fervice of the next year. It mull be acknowledged, that 
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this .council is an admirable conftitution for accelerating the 
.difpatch of public bulinefs in that lingering government. 

The chamber of accounts have under its cognizance the 
ftate of the revenue, and its department confifts of fourteen 
deputies, two from each province. Its denomination fuffici- 
ently points out its buftnefs, and is well calculated for re¬ 
lieving the members of the States General from a moft labori¬ 
ous part of government. 

The above are the conftant and refident courts in which 
the government of the States General is veiled. We are now 
to give an account of thofe which may be termed accidental 
or occafional. Of thefe the council of admiralty is the chief. 

It fuperintends all naval affairs, is full of various departments, 
and contains many checks, the knowledge of which would 
be fnperfluous to an Englijh reader. In our opinion, were the 
Dutch to recover their former importance, and to enter into 
a war, cither by land or fea, they mud:, in many refpects, 
new model their conftitution, as the commencement of it is 
too late to have a durable confiftency. This appears from the 
repeated neceffities the Dutch have been under of creating a 
iladtholder, whofe power is partly dictatorial, and in a great 
jneafure fuperfedes the ordinary functions of the other go¬ 
vernmental departments. It is difficult to define the powers 
of this extra-conftitutional office otherwife than by theexer- 
cife of it. When the princes of Orange held it, they com¬ 
manded the forces of the republic by fea and land, and had 
the difpofal of all military commiffions ; but they were attend¬ 
ed by field deputies from the States General , and the council 
of flate, whom they were to confult in all military opera¬ 
tions. The States General , notwithstanding this, dill cxer- 
cifed an independent power, and though they admitted the 
ftadtholder to be prefent at their deliberations, they refufed 
him a vote in their refolutions. Thus much we have thought j 
proper to premife with regard to the civil government of the 
United Provinces. 

The Dutch ov/e their wealth to the poverty of their 
country, and to the difadvantages of its fituation. The taxes 
they are obliged to pay, as we have already hinted, for the 
fupport of their fovereignty and independency, force them 
upon habits of induftry. They fupply the barrennefs and dif- 
eouragements of their country’s foil by inceflant commerce, 
which affords a never failing nurfery of feamen. When 
Philip II. prohibited his Portugueze fubjeCls to trade with 
them, they opened their Eajl Indian commerce, which, with 
their hfheries on the Britijh coafts, gave them more wealth 
than nature ever bellowed on any people. Their fettlement 
in Batavia is the noble!! that any republic ever could boaft 
of, as their governor general there is in faCI a powerful mo¬ 
narch, but dependent upon the States General. Their Weft 
Indian trade was formerly more confiderable than it is at pte- 

fer.r. though ft is now far from being defpicable. 

3 ‘ The 
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The eftablifhed religion of Holland is of the proteftant caft, 
j, ut by the Utrecht confederacy, each province was left at 
liberty to fettle religious points as its government pleafed j fo 
that no country in the world can boaft of a more free exer- 
cife of religion of all kinds than can be found in the United. 

Provinces. If any particular fedl of proteftants are eftablifhed 
by law, it is that of Calvinifm. The Dutch, perhaps, are 
not the only people in the world whofe enthufiafm for parti¬ 
cular and ufelefs modes of faith has fettled into a calm ac- 
quiefcence with every'religion. 

1 After the death of the emperor Charles the Great , com- Antient 
monly called Charlemagne , Thierri , general of Charles the Bald , hiftory of 
was the firft count of Holland. Under weak monarchs and Holland, 
in divided dates it was eafy then for any man at the head of 
an army to eftablifh fovereignty, and that of Thierri com¬ 
menced about the year 868, but upon the moft bloody found- 868. 
ation, as we are told that every man who had any authority 
in the country was put to death to make room for Thierri. 

His dependents, if he had any, were involved in wars with 
the neighbouring counts and bilhops, and we know very 
little of them till the year 1062, when Holland was invaded 1062, 
by thofe neighbours. Hiftories mention one Gertrude , wi¬ 
dow of Florence , count of Holland , who governed that coun¬ 
try, and was the mother of a fecond Thierri , who eftablifhed 
a turbulent bifhop of Utrecht. No regular hiftory of Holland 
can be obtained later, till it fell under the dominion of the 
houfe of Burgundy. All we know is, that the dignity of 
count was hereditary, but they were obliged to fwear to the 
prefervation of the privileges of the barons and the people, 
whofe immunities were great, and their taxes eafy. 

By the order of fucceflion, which took place in the female 
as well as the male line, the whole of the provinces united 
in the houfe of Burgundy ; the dukes of that family appointed 
ttadtholders through the different diftridfts and cities of Hol¬ 
land, and they ached under the power of the dukes. The 
people, on the other hand, afferted their antipnt privileges, 
one of which was that of convoking their own ftates, inde¬ 
pendent of the ftadtholders, and confequently of the houfe 
of Burgundy. This difpute afterwards operated greatly in the 
revolution which gave Holland its liberty. 

Guelder land , like Holland, had its counts, and Otho the Crook- and 
ed, who was of the houfe of NaJJau , was the moft diftin- Guelder - 
guifhed among them. His reign added the dutchy of Lim - i an! i y 
kurg to Guelderland, which was afterwards erected into a 
dutchy by the emperor Lewis of Bavpria, During his at¬ 
tendance on this prince, Guelderland was invaded by the 
Ligeois and the Brabanters , but he defeated them. His heirs 
male failing, the government devolved upon the females, and 
at laft centered in the houfe of Egmond, who likewife claimed 
the dutchy of Juliers. One of the dukes, Arnaud, after go¬ 
verning 48 years, was confined by his fon Adolphus , who, by 

mean? 
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means of his brother-in-law, the duke of Burgundy , was fog 
difinherited of his dutchy, but afterwards recovered it, and 
united, in his own perfon, Burgundy , Guclderland, and Zutphen. 
He married Mary, the heirefs of Charles duke of Burgundy 
and upon his being killed in defending Tournay, he was fuel 
ceeded by his fon Charles, who had been detained fourteen years 
in prifon by his enemies ; but the emperor Charles V. employed 
his great power in annexing the dominions of Guelderland to 

Zealand, the houfe of Aujlria. Zealand, according to ancient hiftcries 

though a diftindt province before the union of Utrecht, depend¬ 
ed on the counts of Holland. 

Utrecht, The near connection that formerly fubfifted between the 

ecclefiaflieal and civil power, and the preference which the 
former obtained in the eyes of the people after feveral revo¬ 
lutions eflablifhed the fovereignty of Utrecht in bifhops. mu 
lihrod , a Briton , was its firft bifhop, but the Normans , thofe 
ravagers of Europe , demolifhed Utrecht, and reduced its ca¬ 
thedral to afkes. It was rebuilt by bifhop Baldric , a favourite 
of the emperor Otho; and, in procefs of time, he was fuc- 
ceeded by one ^ddelbold. At this time, the fee of Utrecht had 
three capital enemies to contend with ; the emperor, who 
was often provoked by the pride and infolence of the bi¬ 
fhops, the counts of Holland, and the earls of Guelderland\ 
but they feem to have fucceeded in eftabllfhing their own 
temporal as well as fpiritual independency upon the credulity 
of the people, and their reverence for the epifcopal fun&ion. 

1288. In 128H, one William de NaJJ'au was bifhop of Utrecht , butfo 

exceffively ignorant, that even in that ignorant age the pope 
refufed him a bull of confirmation into his fee, and his people 
rebelling, he was forced to diveft himfelf of his dignity. The 
government of Utrecht , for fome years after, feems to have 
been in lay hands, but ftill the bifhops kept up their claim to 
the fovereignty. About the year 1480, a prince of Baden was 
bifhop, but found himfelf fo embarrafled in the exercife of 
his government that he retired to Mentz. He was fucceeded 
by a baflard of one of the dukes of Burgundy , who was, it 
feems, an able man and an excellent foldier. All this 
while a dormant title to the fovereignty of Utrecht refided m 
the dukes of Burgundy as counts of Holland, a title which 
was claimed by the emperor Charles V. A fon of the count 
of Bavaria being elected bifhop of Utrecht , embroiled him¬ 
felf with the magiftrates of Amflerdam , who carried their 
complaints before the emperor. Charles fuffered the magi- 
fbrates and the bifhop to go to war together, and the people, 
rather than fubmit to the bifhop, after long and bloody de¬ 
putes, furrendered their liberties to the houfe of Aujlria ; and, 

* 534 * in the year 1534, Charles V. united the bifhcpric of Utrecht 

to the provinces of Holland and Zealand. 

This union was of a very peculiar kind, for though all 
the four provinces were to be governed by one ftadtholder, 

and were to be united in government, cuftoms, and laws, yet 

each 
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eich province referved to itfelf municipal privileges, which 
j- oon created great intricacies; but in 1584, the union was 1584. 
renewed, and notwithftanding all the disadvantages under 
which it laboured, it became the bafis of that of the United 

provinces. 

The inhabitants of Friejland are, in ancient hiftory, famous Friejland, 
for their love of liberty. They were conquered by Charles 
tic Great, who, as ufual, governed them by a count, who 
was in the Italian manner denominated a podefta. It may be 
necefl’ary here to obferve, that thofe counts or podeftas were 
the anceftors of many European fovereigns. One Forteman 
performed fo many material fervices to Charles , that he in a 
Wanner emancipated the Friejlanders from their fubjection, but 
they ftill chofe to be governed by Forteman. Towards the 
year 838, they were harrafled by the Danes and Normans , but 
made a brave Hand for their liberties againft the count of 
Holland, who was likewife king of the Romans , whom they 
killed in battle about the year 935. One of their moft illu¬ 
strious podeftas was Maricna , who likewife defeated the 
Hollanders, and aflerted the independency of his country. 

Upon his death, Friejland was torn by factions, and at laft 
was fubdued by Albert of Bavaria . They continued long in a 
ruinous condition, divided, and with fcarcely the veftige of a 
civil government among them. About the year 1417, the cm- 14.1 ~ 
peror Sigifmund formed a kind of a title to the fovereignty of 
Friejland, the inhabitants of which, tired out with anarchy, 
fubmitted to his authority. It .afterwards was fwallowed 
up by the houfe of Aujtria, as representatives of the dukes of 
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* ..v inhabitants of OveryJJel make a great figure in the an- ^ 
flals of liberty, and it is faid that from them proceeded the fa- ’- er ^ s * 
mous Salians, but this tradition is unfupported by evidence, 
as the Salians feem to have been one of the migrating tribes 
of the Francs. OveryJJel fell under the power of Charles the 
Great, of the houfe of Bavaria, and laftly of the bifhops of 
Utrecht. About the year 1028, we find it under the dominion ioz8. 
of one bifhop Barmtlph, but the people were fenfible that 
their anceftors had enjoyed privileges of which they were de¬ 
prived, and often oppofed, and fometimes dethroned their 
bilhops. About the year 1412, the bifhopric of OveryJJel was I 4 IZ * 
m a flourifiiing condition, but in the year 1437, the people re * 1 4*5 7 * 
volted from their bifhop, who was a natural fon of the houfe 
^Burgundy, and bifhop of Utrecht at the fame time. The 
Whop, whole name was David, prevailed by the force of 
family intereft, and reigned for forty years. Upon his death, 
which happened in 1497, the bifhops of Utrecht continued to 
affert their fovereignty over OveryJJel, which fell of courfe to 
the emperor Charles V, when the bifhopric of Utrecht was ceded 
to him as count of Holland. In ic8a.« the inhabitants of 
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Qveryjfil fwore fidelity to his fon Philip II. of Spain. 
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Groningen . The inhabitants of Groningen appear to have been thede 

lcendents of a Roman colony, and their government bore a 
great refemblance to that of Rome. They fell under the fub- 
jedlion of the bifhop of Utrecht , but often rebelled, and the 
property of their territory became a matter of difpute, between 
thofe bilhops and the counts of Holland. The inhabitants 
were fo fturdy that they attempted to conquer the Friejlandm 
but the latter were protected by the emperor Maximilian, who 
employed Albert of Saxony to befiege Groningen .• Albert was 
defeated after a long and bloody war, but the Gmns , forfo the 
inhabitants of Groningen are called, rather than fubmit to an 
inferior prince, followed the fate of the other provinces, by 
bowing their necks to - the yoke of the emperor Charles V. 
Omme- Adjacent to Groningen lay the country of the Ommelands , the 

inhabitants of which had very high notions of liberty, and 
were long governed by confuls, who in power refembled thofe 
of antient Rome. The quarter in which they Jived was called 
Five lingo, and they were often in danger of being extermi¬ 
nated in their wars with the Gruns and other neighbouring 
people, in defence of their independency and freedom. The 
bilhops of Munjler and thofe of Utrecht long contended for 
the fovereignty of the Ommelands , who behaved with fo much 
fpirit, that at laft they made themfelves mailers of Groningen 


lands. 


Their misfortune was, that their extreme love of liberty led 
them into anarchy, for every man was not only independent 
on another, but upon the' whole. The government of Gro¬ 
ningen having more conliftency and durancy, the Ominclam 
was at laft united with it. 

S 

Hiftory of The reader in our hiftory of Germany , will find the original 

Ap j]■ ,.j of the title which the houfe of Burgundy claimed over the 

Provinces ^ nite ^ Provinces , and that Philip the Handfome left his fon, 

who was afterwards the emperor Charles V. under the tutelage 
of Lewis XII. of France. He fucceeded to the fovereignty of 
the Netherlands , as being the heir of his grandfather. The 
different claims of independency, which each of thofe pro¬ 
vinces had, fometimes created difturbances, but the power 
and policy of Charles quelled all oppofition j and perhaps at 
the acceflion of his fon Philip II. the Spanijh Provinces , fmali 
as the compafs of their territory was, formed by far the moll 
confiderable Hate in Europe. Their taxes, under the houfe ofl 
Burgundy , were low, but their, trade was immenfe, and the 
mechanical genius of the natives rendered the Low Countries 
the worklhop of Europe. Philip II. there poffefied 330 wailed 
cities, with 6300 towns, all in flourilhing circumllances, and 
the inhabitants were in a manner devoted to the houfe 
But Philip was a Spaniard. He governed by Spanijh maxims, 
generals and minifters. The inhabitants of the Low Countries , 
without the leaft difaffedtion to their fovereign, greedily imbibed 
the dodlrines of the reformation, and gave flaelter to all who 
were perfecuted on that account. This fpirit of reformation. 

even in the time of Charles , was perhaps pulhed too far, and 
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moderate as he was, gave him vaft difquiet, but- in the end he 
laid afide all perfecting principles. His fon Philip refumed 
them; he fupprefled many abbeys in order to ere£t feventeen 
bifhoprics, which alarmed both the nobles and the people ; 
and to curb them, the inquifkion was introduced. Mary 
queen of Hungary , fifter to the emperor, was then the gover¬ 
ned of the Low Countries ; and eafily forefaw that the innova¬ 
tions which the ere&ion of the new bifhoprics introduced into 
the civil government, would be productive of a revolt» but 
Philip II. was inflexible, and the power of the old nobility 
was eclipfed by that of the upftart bifhops, who were intro¬ 
duced into their great council, or what we may call their 

parliament. 

Two great perfonages then exifted in the Netherlands , IVil- R - 
hm-NaJjau prince of Orange , and the count of Egmond. The ^ e ° 
former, a favourite of the emperor Charles V. was governor S' ? °PP°” 
of Utrecht , Holland , and Zealand ; the latter, a native of the !' 10 ^ to .., 
Netherlands , was governor of Flanders and Artois . The prince ^ e * h a,>1 J 
was prudent and penetrating, the count brave and open, and S ovem ~ 
both of them enemies to Spanijh tyranny and the inquilition. 

The prince of Orange , who had been a hoftage in France , for 
the execution of the treaty of Cambray , faw that a deep defign 
was laid by Philips for exterminating civil liberty, by the 
extirpation of the proteflants. For this purpofe, Philip had 
introduced foreign troops into the Netherlands , where he had 
made his natural fifter, the dutehefs of Parma , governels, and 
given her for her firft minifter, cardinal Granvel archbifhop of 
Mechlin , a man of great, but terrible genius, and detefted by 
the nobility. The latter defired Philip to recal his foreign 
troops, but inftead of complying he eftablifhed three councils ; 
the firft to regulate the affairs of law- and juftice, the fecond 
thofe of peace and war, and the third the revenue. When 
the dutehefs of Parma, in 1560, came to take upon her the i$6o. 
government, file found the people of the Low Countries in a 
flame j and count Horn joined the prince of Orange and count 
Esmond in the oppofition, which became fo violent, that 
Granvel retired to Spain. He was fucceeded in his minifterial 
capacity by Viglius and Barlaimont , who pofleffed all his bad 
qualities without any of his abilities. The dutehefs of Parma 
was naturally a wife moderate woman, but was obliged to 
comply with the violent meafures of the Spanijh court. Philip 
for fonie time {mothered his refentment, that he might after¬ 
wards give it the more dreadful vent. The prince of Orange 
remonftrated againft his enforcing the decrees of the council of 
Trent in the Low Countries , and feme reformers who had been 
fentenced to be burnt for herefy, had been refeued by the 
populace. At laft, to prevent a general revolt, count Egmond 
undertook to go to Spain as agent for the people. He was fa¬ 
vourably received by Philip , and matters were for Ionic time 
kept eafy. 


This 
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This moderation, however, was diflembled, and Philip 

if^Kirinr Vito uni fir vpnprxrprl fKp flo rrwan » *9 
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Tyranny 

and im- watching his opportunity, renewed the flames of perfection 
prudence by not only ordering that the decrees of the council of Trent 
of Philip fhould be received in the Netherlands , but that all hereti 
king of fhould be burnt at the flake. ’" ~ 

bpaiiu 
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Henry de Brederode , faid to have 
been a defcendent of the old counts of Holland , became a 
fourth capital member in the oppofition. The noblemen of 

all denominations, Roman catholics as well as proteftants 
formed a confederacy againft the inquifition, and the Span'd 
government. They prefented their petition to the governefs 
and fhe informed Philip of the danger of a general revolt; but 
the only fatisfa&ion he chofe to give, was, that in time to 
come, heretics fhould be hanged inftead of being burnt. The 
lower rank of people broke out into violences againft the 
eflablifhed religion, which produced a raging perfection, and 
the prince of Drange, rather than take the infernal oaths pro- 
pofed by the court of Spain againft heretics, retired to Ger¬ 
many. The flames of perfection now confirmed thoufandsof 
unhappy proteftants, and the duke of Alva, that execrable 
minifter of fuperftition and defpOtifm, was fent, at the head of 
10,000 Spanijh veterans, to give the finifhing blow to the re* 
ligion and liberties of the Netherlands. The dutchefs of 
Parma made remonftrances againft this meafure, but in vain; 
and the duke of Alva, befides having the command of the 
army, was entrufted with powers, which in fa£t fuperceded 
thofe of the governefs. He eflablifhed a new tribunal of blood, 
under the direction of one Vergas , which annihilated all the 
antient liberties of the Lovj Countries , and murdered the per- 
fons, or confifcated the eftates, of all who durft oppofe 
Spanijh tyranny. The dutchefs of Parma , feeing that fhe was 
no better than cypher under Alva , refigned her government, 
and he fucceeded her. 

No ideas of cruelty can exceed the pradlice of Aka in his 
government. He imprifoned, and afterwards took off the 
heads of the counts Egmond and Horn ; he proferibed the 
prince of Orange , his family, with all the heads of the re¬ 
formers ; and the Low Countries were filled with gibbets, whips, 
and wheels, for putting proteftants to the molt excruciating 
deaths. 

Cruel con- __ The prince of Orange., during this infernal perfecution, was 
dudt of forming a party in Germany, and even the emperor Maxim- 
the duke Han interceded with his kinfinan, Philip of Spain , for a relaxa* 
of ,y/vu. tion of his tyranny, but it could not be obtained. Theprind 


1508. 


got together feme troops in the year 1568, but they were® 
fen ted by the Spaniards. His brother, count Lewis of NnjJ®i 
defeated the Spaniards in Friejland, but could not purfue tht 
advantages he had obtained ; and the duke of Alva muttering 
all his force, was every where victorious, but cruel. Hk 
conduct grew fo deteftible, that it became the common cauti 
of mankind to oppofe him. The prince of Orange railed a (reft 
array of 2 3 ,000 men. and challenged the duke of Aka to 




4 


OF THE WORLD. 

him at Maejhicht . The duke anfwered him by hanging his 
meflenger, and behaved with fo much prudence, that he found 
an opportunity of cutting off great part of the prince’s army, 
which foon dilbanded itfelf for want of money, and he again 
retired to Germany. 

The conduct of the duke of Aha , upon this, became, if -pj ie jg 

poffible, more deteftable than ever, being a continued feries o $ tier lander-* 
the moft cruel revenge, which is as difagreeable as it is need- £ t oat a 
lefs to deferibe. He thought that exterior appearances had ^ eet> 
their influence in the affairs of government, and he ordered 
hisftatue to be ere£fed in the market-place of Antvjerp in the 
attitude of trampling under foot the liberties of the Low 
Countries. He exacted frefh and permanent taxes. They 
were denied, and the people again addreffed the throne for re¬ 
lief, but obtained none. The prince of Orange , all this while, 
was concerting with the heads of the proteftants in France 
and Germany , the means of relieving the Loiu Countries from 
this tyranny, which every day became more and more infup- 
portable. By their advice he fitted out certain privateers, 
which did incredible damage to the Spanijh trade. This was 
an expedient luggefced to him, as it is faid, by admiral Coligni, 
on account of the vaft poverty of the Low Country prote¬ 
ftants, who thereby obtained the name of Gueux , or beg¬ 
gars, and his privateers were diftinguifhed by the fame appel- 

9 W 4 

lation. 

While inhumanity and oppreffion were thus raging in the Their fuc- 
Low Countries? very little attention was given to the public po- ce ^ 
lice, and the neglect of the dykes occafioned prodigious inunda¬ 
tions and deftruction of every kind. In the year 1571, the in- 1571. 
habitants of the Low Countries , worn out by the repeated op- 
preffions of Alva, feized upon the Briel in the ifland of Voorn ; 
and one Lumey , who commanded the prince of Orange’s fhips in 
hisdefeents, deftroyed fome of the priefts and their fuperftitions. 

They were poor, and therefore they did not ftri£tly confine 
themfelves to depredations upon the Spaniards , fb that their 
proceedings were difowned by queen Elizabeth , who in other 
refpc&s wifhed well to their caufe. Their taking the Briel, 
though a place of no great confequence, gave a kind of con- 
fiftency to their caufe, and was in fact the foundation of the 
glorious fucceffes that attended it. They defeated Bcjfu , who 
•was fent by the duke of Alva to retake it, and the Gueux by 
the prince of Orange’s advice fortified it. The Gueux had 
now an object. Dordrecht , or Dart , refufed to admit Bojji’s 
troops in their retreat. They butchered or plundered the 
inhabitants of Rotterdam , and the people of Flujhing called 
■upon Lumey to.affift them againfi the Spaniards, who intend¬ 
ed to ere£t a garrifon in their town. This afiiftance was 
granted, and a Spanijh engineer hanged. The duke of Me¬ 
dina Cali was defeated by the Zealanders in a naval engage¬ 
ment, and, as is faid, loft near a million of livres in the action. 

Jt was now evident, that the Spanijb government was in dan- 

Vol. IX. "X ger 



A GENERAL HISTORY 

ger of lofing all the Low. Countries , by its inattention to ma¬ 
ritime affairs. A fquadron of {hips were ordered to be equipped 
at Amjlerdam to iuprefs Lumey and his Zealanders ; but that 
meafure proved too late. The prince of Orange , and Lewis 
dc Najfau , from the fruits of their privateering, had obtained 
money, with which they not only purchafed arms and ammu¬ 
nition, but engaged in their caufe many Britijh adventurers 
and raifed a coniiderable body of troops in Gertnany. Lewis of 
NaJJau furprized Mans. The count de Bergues , one of his 
friends, feized upon feveral places in Overyjfel , Guelderland, 
and Friejland. The fpirit of revolt prevailed over all the 
cities and towns in Hollared. Even the tyrannical heart of 
Aha failed him, and he feemed willing to mitigate the rigours 
of his government, by convoking the States General at the 
Army of Hague. They would not truft him, and they affembled at 
•the prince Fort, where they furnifhed the prince of Orange with money 
ofOr.it/ge. to put his army in motion. It confifted of 15,000 foot and 

7000 horfe, and arrangements were not only made for their 
future pay, but for the future fubfiftence of their new formed 
government, by feizing all the royal revenues, and confifcat- 
ing the eftates of thofe who adhered to the royal caufe, with 
all the property belonging to the church, and popery itfelf 
was now declared by the States General to be aboliflied. The 
prince of Orange , however, had a difficult talk to manage the 
riling fpirit of liberty, which is always jealous ; but he aried 
with fo much addrefs, that while he governed the reformed 
confederacy with an abfolute fway, the members thought 


His fuc- 

c t-ifes. 


themfelves free and independent. 

He took Ruremond ., Mechlin , Oudenard and Dendermm. \ 
but was unable to prevent Mans from capitulating with the 
duke of Alva , who befieged it. In the mean while, Lumey 
was by the ftates of Holland employed in reducing Amjlerdam , 
which was ftill in the hands of their enemies ; but he mifearried 
in his attempt, through his own vanity, and want of expe¬ 
rience in land operations. The violences committed by the 
prince of Orange’s foldiers, and the horrid maffacre of Paris, 
relaxed the fpirit of liberty and reformation in the Lsw 
Countries . Aha retook Mechlin , put the inhabitants, catho¬ 
lics as well as proteftants, to the fword, gave a loofe to all other 
exceffes, and plundered the city to the amount of 400,000 
florins, while Dendermond , Oudenard , and other towns fur- 
rendered in courfe. The prince of Orange was obliged to 
confine his operations to Holland and Zealand , the only pro¬ 
vinces which kept firm to their engagement. Frederic de 
Foledo , a Spanijh general, was employed againft them, and he 
furprized the town of IVaerden , where he butchered the inha¬ 
bitants without refpedt to age, fex, or condition, thereby in¬ 
tending to intimidate thofe of other places. From thence he 
proceeded to Amjlerdam , and fummoned Haerlem tofurrender. 
The magiftrates fent out deputies to treat with Frederic , abou 
the furrender of the place $ the prince of Orange fent troop t 
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Jnto it to enable the inhabitants to defend it. When the de- 
puties returned, they were fent prifoners to the prince of 
Orange, who ordered their heads to be ftruck oil’. The fiege 
of tiaerlem was formed by Frederic , and the place was both 
aflaulted and defended with incredible obftinacy in the depth 
of a fevere winter. The town, at laft, W2S carried through 
the perfeverance of the Spaniards , and their fuperior know¬ 
ledge in military affairs; nor were the cruelties and oppreflions 
exercifed here, equal to thofe of the Spaniards on former like 
occafions. 

The Spaniards had every day reafon to lament the little at- The Spa* 
tendon which their government had paid to maritime affairs, niards . de- 
The Zealanders , on all occafions, defeated their fleets, with f ea ted by" 
an inferior force,. under their admiral JVertz. Thofe and • * 

many other mortifications induced Aha to publifn a procla¬ 
mation, inviting the people to return to their duty, and con¬ 
taining a promife of pardon ; but they were fo fenfible of the 
faithlefs fanguinary difpofition of the Spanijh government, in¬ 
fluenced by religious revenge, that few or none accepted of 
the proffered clemency. Frederic of Toledo then befieged 
Alcmar with i6,coo men, but it was through the perfuafion of 
the prince of Orange , though deftitute of provifions, nobly 
defended by 300 burghers, and 800 foldiers. In the mean 
while, the Zealanders took Rammekins, as the prince of Orange 
did Gertruydenberg, and the inhabitants of Alomar, after fuf- 
taining a molt defperate fiege, forced the Spaniards to raife it, 
and the Zealanders once more defeated a great fleet equipped by 
order of the duke of Aha , at a vaft expence. The ftates of 
the Spanijh Netherlands met towards the end of the year; the 
prince of Orange , by a remonflrance, demanded the free ex- 
ercife of the proteftant religion, and that all foreign troops 
lhould be withdrawn out of the Netherlands , as their conti¬ 
nuance there was incompatible with the antient privileges 
of the natives. This remonftrance was disregarded. The 
duke of Aha _ refigning his government, returned to Spain , 
and don Lewis de Requcfnes was appointed to fucceed him in 
his government. 

Requcfnes , at firft, affe&ed popularity, and pulled down the victorious 
odious flatue of his predeceffor, which had been erected at by land. 
Anttverp ; but the court of Spain was animated by religious 
fury and defpotifm, while on the other hand, the Zealajidcrs 
became enthufiafts for their independency. They took Middle- 
mg and the ille of Walcheren under the prince of Orange. 

1 hofe advantages were balanced by the defeat of a large re¬ 
inforcement, that was marching to the afliftance of the prince, 
under his brother, prince Leivis Of Naffau , who with two 
other brothers were killed in the a6-ion. The victory was ob¬ 
tained by the Spaniards, who were commanded by D* Avila, 
chiefly through the mutinous difpofition of the prince’s troops, 
this fpirit feized the Spanijl) foldiers in their turn; they de- 
pofed their officers, and forced the city of Antwerp to pay 
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them 400,000 iivrcs, while the 'Zealanders obtained another 
lea-victory over the Spaniards. Requefncs made no advantage 
of the victory he had lately acquired, and by order of his 
court, he emitted a proclamation of pardon to all who had 
taken arms, but clogged with fuch limitations as entirely de¬ 
feated its intent. Requefnei befieges Leyden , which was but 
ill provided for a defence. The fiege was carried on by Valdes, 
the Spanijh commander, and is memorable for the perfeverin* 
lpirit of the befieged, and their fufferings ; which were fuch, 
that they were reduced to feed on the dead bodies of their fel¬ 
low citizens. When upon the point of perifhing, rather than 
yielding, they were delivered by a ftrong fouth-weft wind, 
which impelled an inundation upon the works of the be- 
fiegers and deftroyed them, and Valdes was obliged to raife the 
fiege with lofs and ignominy. The Spanifo foldiers again 
• mutinied, and after fuffering great hardships, they were 
received, upon capitulation, into winter-quarters in Brabant. 

1 -7-. Nothing could be more uncomfortable than the fituationof 
Diilrdfi-d the prince of Orange at this time, and nothing more magna- 
iiate of nimous than his condu< 5 f. He could, it is true, have railed 


the con- 


money 


in 


federates, danger of being torn in pieces by them. He 


politic, vindictive, and perhaps, at that time, the moll power¬ 
ful of any in the world. By abandoning the caufe of liberty, 
he might have commanded his own terms ; by perlevering in it 
he had nothing, in all probability, to expe< 51 , but the utter 
ruin of himfelf and his family. The emperor of German 

a died the part of a mediator; and conferences were held at 
Breda , but without effedt. The 
commenced, and many places 


were 


taken or loft on both 

iides ; and. never was there a more raging war confined to fo 
narrow bounds. The Spaniards had the advantage by land, 
but it was overbalanced by the prince of Orange's fuperiority 


by fea. 


Vjcaiamlers, and the 


d uc A . -,, , * , , 

reduced 


a 


Madra, 


7 -uriczee^ and was preparing to complete the conqueil of 
Zealand with great probability of fuccefs. In order to. ac¬ 
count for the deliverance of the States General at this time, 
it is neceflary to take a flight view of the {fate of Europe. 
Affairs of The emperor of Ger?nany was clofely connedled with the 


ment. 


- Spain. The r ... r - . 

well difpofed towards the prince of Orange , and woimi 
have effectually aififted him, if he could have paid their men. 
It is, however, but doing them juftice to acknowledge, that 

The French court 


they 


ery 


-— j - - -- J -— • 

hated the Spaniards 5 but hated proteftantifm at the fame time. 
Their king, Henry III. was weak, poor, and bigotted, but 
many of his principal fubje£fs were proteftants, and inde¬ 
pendent enough to favour the caufe of the reformed, lb that 
Calais was opened as a kind of free port, where the Gnats 
could difpofe of their prizes, which were generally very nch- 
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Henry had a younger brother, the duke of Anjou , who like 
himfelf was needy, but ambitious. The proteliant princes of 
the north were at war among themfelves, and could take little 
or no concern in the affairs of the Low Countries. Elizabeth , 
nueen of England , was the only power to whom the revolters 

1 '.v • n « /* • .* /» 


fhe 


teflant. 


'pain 


fhe 


condemned all refinance to princes. Being naturally frugal, her 
{fill more frugal minifter, Burleigh , reprefented to her the vaft 
expence with which her efpoufmg the caufe of the prince of 
Grange muft be attended, and file was greatly embarraffed at 
home, by the faction of Mary queen of Scots, who were daily 
threatening an infurre&ion. 

The confederate {fates faw they could not fubftff without r p- e 

foreign affiflance. They implored the protection of Elizabeth, States irn 
and fhe declined it; but the duke of Anjou would have gladly p j ore f Q . 
become their head. He could contribute little or nothing to |. e j <rn a p_ 
the common caufe, and the prefervation of the {fates at this finance. 


Spanijh 


Philip 


time was owing to the 
notwithftanding the immenfe fums he received from America, 
was ten millions in debt, without being able to pay the intereft. 


and his troops were mutinous. 


efh 


correfpondence with queen Elizabeth, and had even ordered 
her popifh fubjects to leave the Low Countries, demanded a 
fupply from the provinces he governed, but without effedf. 


& 


The prince of Orange 


;ained vaft advantages during the confufion his death occa- 
fioned. The Spanijh garrifons and foldiers 


mutinied againfl the council of {fate, 


every where, 
who had taken upon 


themfelves the government. The befl affected of the Spanijh 
provinces, infifted upon the expulfion of all foreigners out of 
their countries, and declared againft the Spaniards themfelves. 

The inhabitants of BruJJ'els even arreffed the members of the 
council of {fate, and entered into a confederacy with the pro¬ 
vinces of Artois, Hainault, and Flanders . Don John of 
Aujlria had been, by this time, nominated to fucceed Rc- 

quejnes, but he was obliged to remain inactive at Luxem¬ 
bourg. 

The new formed confederacy became fo general, that the 
rlupf nlop^o ’•'=>*---s ; ~ Spaniards in the Low Countries, • c 

The citadel of Ghent 
was reduced by the confederates, affiffed by the prince o£ 

Orange. The city of Antwerp, at that time deemed the U, » 
richefl and moft flourifhing of any in Europe , was befieged, Qt -^ r 
hut a body of Spaniards'who had mutinied, firft defended it, , 
and then burned and pillaged it, carrying off an incredible ^ 

Thofe 


The 


Antzverp, and Maejl 


booty. 

Countries, 

caufe; and the wife prince of Orange perfuaded them to enter 
isito the pacification of Ghent , as it was called, by which all 


outrages united the inhabitants of the Low 
Roman catholics and proteftants, in a common 
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the provinces united themfclves in the fame confederacy with 
Holland and Zealand, and agreed in the expulfion of foreign 
troops, and in their demands for recovering the privileges 
they held under the houfe of Burgundy , As to matters of re¬ 
ligion, they were to be fettled by a future meeting of the 
States General ; but in the mean while, the execution of all 
the duke of Alva’s rigorous edidts was to be fufpended. 
This glorious effort for public liberty awakened the attention 
of the powers of Europe. The French court feemed to be in¬ 
clinable to undertake the protection of the confederates, but 
their defigns were fo artfully counterworked by queen Eliza¬ 
beth, that the negotiation came to nothing. That great prin- 
cefs thought, that if the new confederacy could not eftablifh 
its own independency, it was of far greater benefit to England,, 
that the fovereignty of the Netherlands fhould remain in the 
hands of the Spaniards, than in thofe of the French. Her 
They are conduct on this occafion was very particular. She infilled 
befriend- upon the confederates, or the Council of States, as it was 
eu by called, not throwing themfelves under the protection of any 
queen foreign power, and at the fame time fhe applied, by her am- 
EliZiiheih , baffador, at the court of Spain, and to Don ‘John, for a con- 

cefiion of all that the council of the ftates had demanded. 
This conduCt had wonderful effeCls, when backed by a loan 
of 20,000 1 . which fhe advanced to D'Aubigni, the ambaflador 
from the States General. They agreed to put their interefts in 
her hands, and they even defired her to mediate for them at 
the court of Spain. Don John, at this time, had a fecret de- 
fign of marrying the queen of Scots , then a prifoner in Eng¬ 
land, and thereby fucceeding to both crowns. He thought 
that the pacification of the Low Countries , would leave him at 
liberty to employ the forces of Spain in compafiing this ar¬ 
duous defign, and he accordingly perfuaded that court to offer 
to the States General, two of the chief terms they demanded, 
which confifted in confirming the pacification of Ghent , and 
the withdrawing of foreign troops out of the Netherlands. 
The majority of the States General accepted of thofe condi¬ 
tions, and a pacification was concluded and proclaimed at 
1 Brujfels and Antwerp, on the 17th of February , 1577, by the 

title of the Perpetual Edift. 

who is Though this pacification had great effedts in reftoring 
alarmed, tranquillity and commerce in all the Roman catholic cities 

and provinces of the Netherlands, yet it alarmed queen Eli¬ 
zabeth, though fhe advanced 20,000 /. to Don John to enable 
him to fend the Sparijb troops out of the provinces. 7 he 
artful prince of Orange faw that he could not be fupported 
from France without rendering himfelf a cypher; while, at 
the fame time, the court of Spain offered to the prince ol 
Orange any terms he could propofe. That great man not 
only was a fincere friend to liberty and proreftantifm, but 
diftrufted the Spanijh profeffions, and now threw hirnfclf and 

his caufe entirely upon the protection of Elizabeth. Though 

' he 
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jjg an d the ftates of Holland and Zealand had never agreed to 

the perpetual ediit, yet for fome time after it palled he lived 
on fo good a footing with the Spaniards, that he difcovered the 
great lecret of Don John’s intended marriage with the queen 
of Scots, which he communicated to queen Elizabeth. This 
rivetteo his intereft with her, and they jointly contrived to 
render the perpetual ediit void. The ftates„complained that 
it had not re-eftablilhed them in their antient privileges ; that 
the confirmation of the pacification of Ghent was clogged 
with conditions that rendered it precarious; that no care 
had been taken to oblige the Spaniards to refund the immenfe 
funis they had acquired by the plunder and ruin of the Ne¬ 
therlands ; and that the beft friends of liberty, the prince of 
Orange himfelf particularly, remained ftill difpofiefied of their 
properties. At the fame time they made thofe reprefenta- 
tions, they agreed to the other articles that were favourable 
to Elizabeth's views. 

Don John was at little pains to anfwer, either by his writ- Don John 
ings or his conduct, thofe remonftrances, and through a va- follows 
riety of caufes that are foreign to this part of our hiitory, he violent 
found that he could compafs none of his views unlefs hemeafures. 
could perfuade the court of Spain to violent meafures. In the 
mean while, the inhabitants of the provinces faw that his 
truft was entirely in the Spaniards. Mutual animofities fue- 
ceeded. Don John found that the States General never could 
be brought to be fublervient to the great point of his ambi¬ 
tion, his marriage, and he feized the citadel of Namur , -where 
he fortified himfelf. The prince of Orange fomented the 
difference, and the breach became irreconcileable. The 
wider it grew, the higher did the prince of Orange s cre¬ 
dit become with the States General. Philip and Don John , 
by their conduit, difavowed the perpetual edict, and ordered 
Spanijh troops to re-enter the provinces, while the prince of 
Orange was triumphantly received in Breda , Antwerp , and 
BruJJels . He was then chofen governor of Brabant, and pre- 
fident of a new council of itate that was formed. He was 


oppofed by the duke D'Archot, governor of Flanders , a noble¬ 
man of great property in the Netherlands, and one who hated 
the tyranny of Spain, but not its government. The prince 
demolifhed the cattle of Antwerp, and fome other forts in 
the Netherlands, which the Archot fait ion found fault with, 
and called \\\ Matthias, archduke of Aujlria, to be their go-T^g arc jj. 
vernor. This was not done without the privity of Elizabeth, d u '~ e 


and even of the prince of Orange, who feemed to be fo for- Matthias 
ward in the intereft of Matildas, that he was chofen his lieu- called if** 
tenant upon his refigning the goyernment or rutwardftiip of t j ie 
Brabant, which was conferred upon Matthias. This difap- Cour-r, : 
pointed the duke D’Archot, who endeavoured to extend his 
intereft in the Low Countries, but was imprifoned by the po¬ 
pulace of Ghent , and releafed through the inierpofttion of the 
prince of Orange . v/ho thereby removed all fufipicion of his 


o 
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being 
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being actuated by any other motive than zeal for public If 
berty. The archd uke Matthias was a youth of 20 years of 
age, and equally fupported by the Orange as the Archot party; 
but the former, being proteftant, obtained vaft advanta 
over the latter, who continued to be Roman catholic. 


ges 

A pro¬ 


clamation was publifhed, diverting Don John of his govern- 
ment, and laying his adherents under a kind of profcription. 
Both parties concurred in promoting the grandeur of the 
archduke, becaufe each was in hopes to engrofs his power 
being of himfelf no better than a cypher. 

Bifagrce- The duke of Archot , however, had fuch a regard for public 
ment liberty, notwithftanding the fuperiority of the Orange party, 
among the that he agreed to a formal deputation fent to Elizabeth to fol- 
confede- ij c j t h er affiflance, and to renew a convention between the 
rates, catholic and proteftant revolters, renewing the pacification 

of Ghent , and their engagements to fupport their privileges. 
On the 18th of 'January , 1578, the archduke was received 
into Brujfels as the governor of the United Provinces , whofe 
deputies apologized to the emperor and the king of Spain for 
their conduCi, and reprcfented Don John as being the caufe 
of their revolt. The latter, on the other hand, vindicated 
himfelf fo well according to the defpotic Spanijh maxims of 
government, that orders were iflued for anembling a large 
army, and once more reducing the rebels by force. To break 
this ftorm, the States General fent the marquis of Hautree and 
Adolph Metkirk as their deputies to Elizabeth , and to follicit 
' v ° ^ re . r from her the loan of 100,000/. which fhe granted them on 
:i 1 e by t j ie j r en g a gj n g to rC pay it in eight months, and binding cer- 
oueen ta j n towns for the fame. A treaty was likewife concluded 

of the utmoft importance between the States and her; the 
fubftance of which, as it is not to be found in the common 
hiftories of the Low Countries , we fliall here give. By the 
iirft article, the treaties between England and the houfe of 
Burgundy are to remain in full force, without any other al¬ 
teration than lhall feem good to the contracting parties. 2. 
The States are to conclude nothing definitive, either as to 
peace or war, without the confent of the queen or her refi- 
dent. 3. If the queen is attacked, the States are obliged to 
furnifh her with the fame aflirtance of troops with which fhe 


£ii&abeth. 


engages to furnifh them, 
all 


4. The queen is to be arbitrefs of 
differences that may arife among the States. 5. If the 
queen fhall fit out a fleet for the fafeguard of the lea, the 
States lhall be obliged to furnifh 40 fhips of a realonable bur¬ 


then each (none under 40 tons) with proportionable crews 
and provifions. 6. The States are to harbour no v "~ h 11 


traitors and fugitives after they are duly declared to be luch 


jntiglifi 



propei 


gover 


the States are to confirm the prefent articles. 9 


if the 


rtates lhall enter into any tranfaCtion with his catholic ma- 
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jefty, they are to produce his ratification of the prefent treaty, 

0 r I'o much of it as the queen fhall think proper. 

Though no mention is made in the above treaty of the Operati- 
number of men which it ftipulated to furnifh to the States ons of the 
General , yet we learn from Cambdcn, that it was to confift of war in 
5,coo foot and t ,ooo horfe, commanded by an Englijh gene- the Lv*i>j 
jal, who was to be admitted to fit in their council of ftate. Countries. 
Philip continued to be d iff re fled for money, and Elizabeth 
fenthim a laboured apology for her condudf, in which fhe 
loaded Don John with the breach of the pacification. Ph\ 
without paying any attention to this apology, expedited frefh 
orders for the march of his army out of Italy to the Nether¬ 
lands , under the command of the prince of Parma , the great- 
eft general of his age; and his troops were worthy of luch a 
leader, being 16,000 foot and 2,000 horfe, all of them veterans 
and inured to victory. Don John, of himfelf, was a man of 
eminent abilities in the field as well as the cabinet; and by 



afliftance 


Nam 


continued faithful to Philip againft the confederates. The 
face of affairs was again changed; though it was in the depth 
of winter, he declared war againft the confederates. The 
prince of Orange in vain endeavoured to quicken the refolu- 
tions and the natural phlegm of the Dutch ; but before they 
came to any effectual determination, Don John took Gcm- 
l/lours, and difperfed the army of the confederates, confifting 
of 10,000 foot and 5,000 horfe, under Coigny, a Frenchman , 
and one Balfour , a Scotchman. Louvain and Bovines were next 
reduced, and the garrifon of Sicbern , after it was ftormed by 
the prince of Parma, was put to the fword. Die ft, Archot, 

Tillemont, and Louve fubmitted without refiftance, but Nivelle 
obtained an honourable capitulation. Don John then reduced 
Limburg and Philipville , to fecure his communication with the 
Spaniards. Amjlerdam , to compenfate for thofe Ioffes, declared 
for the States, upon a capitulation, which was broken by the 

zeal of the proteftants, who drove the Roman catholics out of 
that city. 

Philip offered various terms of accommodation, but they were Th 
mixed with fo much Spanifl) haughtinefs, that, though backed federates 
by the.emperor, they were rejected ; and the States, fenfiblc reject the 
of the inconveniences of their conftitution, invefted the arch- Spanifi 

duke, the prince of Orange, and the council, with a power terms of 
of railing what troops they thought proper for their defence, acconuno- 


e cen- 


In Qucldcrland, 


NaJJau, brother to the prince of dation. 


a / ju * r * 

orange, was chofen governor, and he foon expelled the popifli 
ia &ion, which was very powerful in that province. In Gro - 
rangen, Bylly, a Portngue-ze, and a partizan of Spain, was go¬ 
vernor, and put to the torture one Stella , a deputy from the 
-tarn General, who was fent to advife him to fign the pa¬ 
cification of Ghent. Stella 


the 


fortitu(£e 


The 
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The reader muft be informed that many Roman catholics 
as well as proteftants were a£Hve in thofe revolutions, which 
were not always attended by a juftifiable conduit on the part of 
the revolters. After their acceflion to the common caufe, 
the catholics grew jealous of the great number of proteft. 
ants who repaired to the Netherlands , and were even favoured 
by the prince of Orange , who thereby became fufpeited of 
popery. His principle of conduit was to unite the friends of 
liberty, without regard to their religious differences ; but the 
Walloons , for fo the Roman catholics were called, fucceeded 
in inviting the duke of Anjou to be their proteitor, in the 
choofe the rG om of archduke Matthias , who was now become con- 
duke of temptible. The duke appeared in the Netherlands at the 
Anjou for jj ea( i G f a mo ft wretched army, and on the 13 th of Aiigul 
their go- he was chofen defender of the liberties of the Netherlands , a | 
vernor. fb e p which the prince of Orange winked at for patriotic con- 

fiderations. Anjou was to maintain, during the war, io,oco 
foot and 2,000 horfe, to be paid by the States ; but if the war 
Lifted above three months, he was to pay 5,000 foot and 500 
horfe out of his own pocket. In other refpe&s the duke was 
a dupe to ambition and vanity, for he was to have no folid 
advantage but what he was to purchafe on the point of his 
fword, and even that was to depend upon the will or caprice 
of the States. This policy had been concerted between queen 
Elizabeth and the prince of Orange , who were equally averfe 
to the prince’s authority. Elizabeth even went fo far as to 
throw out her own perfon as a bait, by, in a manner, offering 
herfeif in marriage, that fhe might induce him to defift from 
his purfuits in the Low Countries. Cafmiir , a German prince 
of the Palatine family, had been prevailed upon by her to 
levy fome troops for the afiiftance of the revolters, and was 
upon his march to the Netherlands. Don John had refufed to 
agree to a cefiation of arms which Elizabeth had follicited, 
and had even hanged an Englijbman of quality on a fufpicion 

of his being a fpy. 

Thebattle The name of the archduke Matthias was dill made ufc of 
of Rem a- as commander in chief of the troops of the Netherlands, which 
tiant . Jay encamped near Rcmanant. Don John refolved to attack 

him before they could be joined by the duke of Anjou , Cafimir, 
or another body of Germans who had advanced as far as Nimc- 
guen. The prince of Parma made fome obje&ions to the at¬ 
tack, but it was carried in the council of war, ar*4 indeed 
upon very found principles. The archduke’s army, which 
was commanded by count Maximilian , an old experienced 
ofHcer, muft have been cut in pieces had it not been for tne 
intrepidity of the Englijk >, and the Scots in Englijh pay, who 
had been fent over by" Elizabeth ; and though but 3,000, prei- 
lcd the Spanijh veterans fo hard, that it required all the abili¬ 
ties of the prince of Parma to bring them oft, and prevent 
their being entirely cut in pieces. , 
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Itmuft be acknowledged, whatever praife may be due to State of 
Elizabeth for afiifting the Dutch at this time, that the prince the con- 

Orange was. the only great perfonage who feems to' have federacy. 
acted upon principle. Elizabeth {till kept terms with the 
court of Spain , and even denied that the Englijh and Scots 
y/ho fought in the battle of Remanant were in her pay. She 
had given Cajimir hopes of fucceeding the archduke in his go¬ 
vernment, but both Cafrnir and Anjou feeing as yet no vacancy 
in the command of the army, flood aloof; the former on pre¬ 
tence of fecuring his retreat, and the latter to pay off his 
foldiers. Thofe eventual proceedings had almoft ruined the 
affairs of the confederates. Cafrnir complained that he had 
been deceived, and retired towards Ghent , and the duke of 
Jlnjou publickly accufed him of being his rival. The court 
of France , like Elizabeth , denied having any connections with 
the prince of Orange or the confederates, and the States Ge¬ 
neral were jealous of all their friends, though their fafety de¬ 
pended upon their aififtance. Such was the diftradted ftate of 
the affairs of the Loiv Countries when Don John died, and his 
government, both civil and military, devolved upon the duke . 

.of Parma. 

The internal affairs of Spain prevented Philip from fending 
the duke proper reinforcements, nor indeed did he conlider 
himfelf fo much interefted for the duke as he had been for 
Don John. The army of the confederates, though vaftly fu- 
perior in numbers, was weak and inactive through the jealou¬ 
sies and difputes that prevailed among the commanders. Cafi - 
7/nr’s army amounted to 7000 horfe and 8000 foot, a force that 
the prince of Orange and the States General thought dangerous 
for their public liberty, and therefore gave them no counte¬ 
nance. Cafrnir had no money, and in February , 1579, he ,,-70 
went over to England , where he was magnificently com- * 
plimented and treated by Elizabeth ; but during his abfence 
his troops dilbanded themfelves, and were by the duke of 
Parma fuffered to return home. In the mean while, the 
prince of Orange faw with grief the diftrefled ftate of the 
confederacy, and found only feven provinces firm to the prin¬ 
ciples of their union; thefe were Finland., Zealand , Utrecht , 

Frujland , Groningen , Overyfcl , and Guelderland. He called Union of 
their deputies together at Utrecht , and here the famous union Utrecht . 
which goes under the name of that city was formed. This 
treaty was a kind of a renovation of the original union. It 
preferved the fpirit of the pacification of Ghent , but the par¬ 
ties entered into ftri&er bonds of amity. All the feven pro¬ 
vinces, though each retained its own privileges and forms of 
government, were to be confidered only as one in a federal 
capacity, and each was to concur in fupporting the independ¬ 
ency of another, and of the whole. Their frontier towns 


vere to be fortified at their joint evpence. Their public mo- 
rncs and alliances were to be in common ; liberty of religion 
7 <ns to be exercifed according to former edi£ts. The inhabi¬ 


tants 
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lants from 18 to 60 were to be taught the ufe of arms: t| v 
afiembly of the States were to be held in a conftitutioual m?n. 


ner ; and if the States General could not agree in die mterpre 
tation of the articles, it was to be referred to the Stadtholdc 
the prince of Orange. 

Elizabeth of England had been attacked by the ki 


cr 


> 


mg ol 


it. 


tageous peace, 


Spain in Ireland , and this determined her to embark more 
heartily than ever in fupport of the confederates. She te n w 
over Davifon, one of her fervants, to foften the Ghentoh, who 
were too rigid againft the papifts, and with other healing p ro 
Elizabeth pofitions for the common caufe. She advanced a confident 
befriends ium of money to the States, upon the jewels of the houleo. 

Burgundy, which Davifon brought over with him, and there¬ 
by freed them from the neceffity of agreeing to a difadvan 

which the emperor was then mediating at 
Cologne. The cities of Ghent , Nimeguen , Arnhe'tm , Leewarden 
Venlo, Ypres, Antwerp, Breda, and Bruges, acceded to the 
union of Utrecht, as did many other towns, and perfons of 
great property. The Walloons, or catholic part of the Low 
Countries, remonftrated againft this union, but without enter¬ 
ing upon hoftilities. Philip , who was now intent upon the 
conqueft of Portugal, endeavoured, by the moft magnificent 
promifes, to bring over the prince of Orange, but he remain¬ 
ed firm to his engagement, though greatly embarraffed by the 
internal difquiets cf the G. ntois , and fome other confederate 
cities; but. he could not reconcile the catholics, either to his 
religion or principles. The duke of Parma took Mcrjien , by 
a {fault, and to fhew that the court of Spain had not receded 
from any of its bloody principles, the governor was hanged, 
and 4^ of its braveft citizens were put to death by tortures. 
La None, who commanded the army of the States, was forc¬ 
ed by the duke of Parma to retire under the cannon of Ant¬ 
werp. The duke then befiegcd Macjhicht, which was taken, 
though defended by one Sebnjlian Tappin, a brave Lorramr 


> 


Tcplor- 


xvith fo much intrepidity, as procured him the unufual favour 
from the duke, of being exempted from the general malfacre, 
that attended the taking of the city.. 

Fhe great genius of the duke of Parma reduced the affairs 


able con- ^ lc confederates, at this time, to a moft deplorable con¬ 
dition of ^hion, but they were fomewhat retrieved by a fit of illnefs, 
ihc i'tales hito which he was thrown by his own fatigue. When here- 
Csneral. covercc U he found himfdf in circumftances fimilar to thofeof 

ops were unpaid, and confcquently muti- 

By his treaty with the Walloons , he was obliged to dr* 


the States . His tr 


nous. 


mm mr ~ jf 

mifs his foreign foldiers, and he could not truft the natives. 
He defired to refign his command ; but that favour was denied 
him. As to the States , they had now no other rcfource but thc;r 
own intrepidity and determined refolution to fuffer every ex¬ 
tremity, rather than again fubmit to SpaniJ).b tyranny. Fhe 

‘ ~ ‘ ‘ ceded 
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prince of Orange endeavoured to animate them, and iucccccra 
io far, that in the beginning of the vear 1580, the United n'r 

VIKU‘ 
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vh&s chofe for their fovereign Francis Hercules cle Valois , duke 
Aim on and Anjou. This ftep was greatly owing to the 
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of Holland and Zealand , and indeed that great man laid his crc:itea 
fehemes with lo much forefight and juilice, both to himfelf v ‘ u k e °f 
and the caufe of liberty, that the duke’s fovereignty over the Brabant. 
Netherlands was no better than nominal. The moderation of 
the archduke Adatthias, was equal to the policy of the prince; 
for finding himfelf unlupported, he quietly refigned the go¬ 
vernment with the approbation of the States , who applauded 
theequanimity and prudence of his conduct. The king of Spain 
now offered 25,000 crowns, to any who would bring him the 
>rince of Orange’s head, and his proclamation was anfwered 
)j order of the prince, in terms which fhewed, that there was 
now an end of all decorum between them. 

In the beginning of the year 1581, the magiftracy of Bru/Jels * a . 
banifhed the monks and popilh clergy from their city. Both y ar * n 
armies in the Netherlands were mutinous for want of pay; but 1 ie ^ ~ 
the confederates generals durft not imitate the conduct of the 1 her lands 

duke of Parma , who fuffered his foidiers to live on free conunuec * 
quarters. He endeavoured to corrupt the Zealanders ; they 
took his money, but betrayed his fecret to the prince of 
Orangey and he reduced Nivelle and Conde. On the 26th of 
July, the States General publifhed a writing, which they en¬ 
titled, The Abdication of Philip king of Spain , whereby they 
excluded him from all authority over the Netherlands. The 
duke of Parma anfwered this paper, which was well penned, 

was relieved by the duke of 

T> ? * 


bv blocking up Cambray ; but it 
Anjou , who forced the duke of 


n* 


Parma to retire to Bouchain 
The States prefled Anjou to march to Flanders. He was unable, 
as he had no money to pay his troops, who daily deferted; and 
he embarked for England upon the promifing, but romantic, 
fcheme of marrying queen Elizabeth. During his abfence, the 
confederates fuffered greatly. Tire prince of Parma befieged 
Tour nay, which capitulated on the 29th of November , and th 
Spanijl) general, Verclugo , defeated the confederate army in 
Trjfand, which however did not fufFer greatly. The prince 
oi lijpinoi , one of the confederates, reduced St. Guilain , and 
in February 1582, the duke of Anjou arrived at Antwerp, where 
was inaugurated, as duke of Brabant , by the prince of 
Orange, with unufual fplendour. 

The profeription ifi'ued, and a reward offered, by Philip, Attempt 
for the prince of Orange's life, were not without their effects, on the 


h 


15 82 


A Bifcayen, on 


mean, to 
medic 


oz, one Gafpar Ana/fra, was encouraged by 
whom he confeffcd himfelf, to employ one o 

• fY* • t 1 \ 1 • 1 t 


a Doini - prince of 
of his do- Orange's 


-hies, in affiifiinating the prince of Orange while he refidedlife, 
the caftle oi Antwerp. The murderer difeharged a piftol and 
wounded the prince behind the car, but was killed by the 
ftmee’s attendants, and the Dominican was hanged; but we 


Know 
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know nothing farther with regard to this plot. Norris , at this 
time, commanded the Englijh troops in the Netherlands. The 
count of Reneberg befieged Steenwick in Friejland but he was 
beat by Norris , and the liege was raifed. The proud impe¬ 
rious behaviour of Norris difgufted the Englijh , many of whom 
left him, and he was, in his turn, beat by Virdugo. Norris 
had ftill 1500 foot and 300 horfe left, and though attacked by 
the duke of Parma in perfon, he made a glorious retreat under 


An inac- 


thc walls of Ghenti 
The duke of Pas 


live cam- feems not to have been ignorant beforehand, of the attempt 
paign. upon the prince of Orange’s life j and at the time it was made, 

he wrote circular letters to the confederate allies, in a ftrain that 


Ihewed that he imagined it had taken effedt. On the 2td of 
July he took Oudenarde , notwithstanding all the efforts of the 
duke of Anjou , who, about the fame time, furprized Akjl, 
Anjou’s infantry was.commanded by the count de Rochfort , who 
was encamped under the walls of Ghent ; nor could the duke 
of Parma bring them to a general engagement. It is hard to 
figure a more defpicable appearance than both armies, at this 


Netherlands 


time, made in the Netherlands. That of the duke of Perm 
was employed in garrifoning places he fufpe&ed; nor could he 
bring above 4000 men to the field; but he had the addrefs to 
prevail with the Walloons , to readmit the Spanijh troops into 
the Netherlands , confiding of 5000 Spaniards and 4000 Italians . 


The 
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in their pay; but nothi 
done this campaign; the 


Swifs and a body 


but nothing of any great confequence was 


fide 


fo late, that they immediately went into winter-quarters. 
The States On the firft of July , this year, the Spanijh court exhibited a 
jealous of frefh fpecimen of its murderous difpofition, in a confpiracy 
the duke that was formed at Bruges, againft the lives of the duke of Anjou, 

_ , 1 ^ 0 i r? r • • tin__ -1 


of jdvjou, and the princes of Orange and Efp 

wpre feized and tortured, thev laid 1 


inoi . 


When 


who feizes The 


were feized and tortured, they laid the blame upon the duke 
of Parma . Hiftorical juftice, however, obliges us to obferve, 
that we are to give no great credit either to confefiions extorted 
by the rack, or to the report of fuch confefiions. A fhort time 
difeovered, that queen Elizabeth and the prince of Omn 
were adfing a part unknown to the reft of Europe. Henry lib 
of France, privately difeouraged his brother in his attempt hi 
the Netherlands. 'The prince of Orange, by Elizabeth’s oi- 
redfion, had rendered the States jealous of him ; and at la»» 

he found himielf obliged to rely upon the cafual fupport of 

French adventurers, who, captivated by his founding titles of 
duke of Brabant and Flanders , had followed his fortunes. Hs 
could no longer maintain them without fome fixed revenue. 


many 

places 


informed him, that he was to expect no fu 
from his brother; and he refolved upon a bio 1 
make him an adlual and independent fovereign. 


r cir/LCy vviiw ^uyuzi'-u haul — * 

was to expect no further, afiiftancc 
; refolved unon a blow which (homd 


He employed 

his 
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j.j s french troops in feizing Dunkirk , St. Vinos, Dismuyde, 
and Vihorde ; the States having made difficulty of admitting 
the French into thofe garrifons. In other places he failed, and 
having undertaken Antwerp in perfon, his troops were driven 
out of it by the prince of Orange and the burghers, with the 
Jofs of 1500 men killed and taken prifoners. This was a fa¬ 
vourable circumftance for the duke of Parma , as the States , 
however they diffembled the matter, never afterwards cor¬ 
dially trufted the duke of Anjou , They applied to the prince' 
of Orange for advice; he privately counselled them to tem¬ 
porize; but to Stand on their own footing, and to bid defiance 
both to the French and Spaniards. 

The duke of Anjou threw out to his brother the bait of fuc- but is 
ceeding him, as duke of Brabant and Flanders , and it had obliged 
fome effect, efpecially as the duke had furprized Eyndoven , to quit his 
which had been beheged for three months, and was nowgovern- 
obliged to furrender for want of provifions. The French pri- meat, 
foners at Antwerp were releafed ; and the French gave up the 
property of the Flcmijh merchants in France , with the towns 
of Vihorde , Dendermonde , and St. Vinos. In Ihort, a mutual 
amnefty, between the French and the States , feemed now to 
take place. The marfhal Biron commanded the French army; 
but though he obtained fome advantages, he was defeated by 
the duke of Banna near Bcrgcn-cp-zoom. The duke of Anjou, 
finding his fovereignty not only nominal but unfupported, 
retired to France \ and the duke of Parma retook Dunkirk , 

Fumes, Neuport , St. Vinos , Dismuyde , and Menin. Thofe 
fuccefles of the duke of Parma were the more alarming, as 
the prince of Orange in the year 1584, was obliged to quit * 5 ^ 4 * 
Ghent, whofe magiftracy declared for the Spaniards ; but were 
reprelfed, when ready to deliver up the city to the duke of 
Fame, by a feafonable fupply of troops from Antwerp and 
Brujfels. The prince of Orange continued firm, but lingular, 
in the caufe of liberty. He had married a daughter of the 
famous admiral Coligni for a fourth wife. The States thought 
him too much attached to the French intereft to truft him ; and 
imagined, perhaps not entirely without foundation, that he 
afpired to the Stadt’nolderlhip of all the revolted provinces,. 

What the event might have been, had he been fpared to longer Death of 
life, is hard to fay ; but he was murdered by the piftol of an the prince 
djaffin enthufiaft, one Balthazar Gerard, or Guicn , at Delph. at Orange, 
The murderer was one of the prince's domeftics. He accufed and the* 
the prince of Parma upon the rack, of being accelfory to the duke of 
•maflination ; but he appears to have been infane. About the Anjou. 
feme time died the duke of Anjou , partly through chagrin, and 
partly through intemperance. 
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B O O K II. 

T HE caufe of public liberty fullered greatly by the Iolsofl 

the prince of Orange. If he had a fault while living, it I 
was that of being too referved, and not fufficiently communi-l 
cative ; for by his immature death, none was found who was! 
in the fecret of the mighty defigns he certainly had in view.] 
His fon, prince Maurice , though but eighteen years of age,I 
Maurice of was chofen Stadtholder of Holland and Zealand, and though! 
Orange his revenue, as fuch, could not furnifh him with a decent cqui-| 
chofen page as a private nobleman, yet he was to take the field againft| 
Stadt- the duke of Parma. All his efforts 'and thofe of his friends! 
bolder of muff have been in vain, had not the people been animated byl 
Holland an enthufiafm of deteftation at his father’s murderers. Utrecht ,I 
and Zea- Guelderland , and Overyjfel , followed the example of Z calani I 
laud. and Holland , and the union of Utrecht was renewed with a I 

fpirit that the pangs of defpairing liberty alone could dictate. I 
The duke of Parma took advantage of the prince of Orangk I 
death, by reducing feveral places, and cutting off the communi-l 
cation between Antwerp and Holland , and forming the fiegeofl 
that city. In Odiohcr, after taking Dunkirk , he formed thftl 
ftupendous project of building a bridge over the Schelde , and! 
the Englijh troops who had garrifoned Aloft entered into his 
fervice. Preparations were made for the fiege oi Antwerp,\>\\t\A 
the mean time, the citizens of Ghent , intimidated by the dukes 
• vigour, admitted a Spanijh garrifon on the 17th of September . 
The Antvaerpers made a noble defence, and it coft the duke [even 
months to perfect his bridge. It appears as if he had fecretly 
correfponded with a party of the citizens, who counteraded 
all that their governor, Aldcgonde , propofed for their defence. 
The Zealanders attempted to relieve the city, but in vain; and 
by means of the bridge already mentioned, the duke of Paw 
again reduced Antwerp to the obedience of the Spanijh crown. 
The behaviour of the Netherlanders , on this occafion, gives us 
lively ideas of their fentiments and manners. Though exaf- 
perated almoft to frenzy againft the Spaniards , yet they refufed 
to advance the money, that could have enabled their engineers 
to have deftroyed the bridge, and it was thought that the city 
of Amjlerdam was by no means inclined to prevent fuch a rival 
as Antwerp, from falling under a defpotic government, which 
muff crufli its commerce. 

State of In this deplorable ftate of the. confederates, Henry III; ® 
the armies France offered them his afliftance, but they applied to Ehw 
in the Ke-hcih. It appears from the ftate papers of that time, that the 
t her lands. Spanijh force, befides garril'ons, were 3000 foot, and 23 com¬ 
panies of herfe quartered in Gueldrcs ; 5000 horfc and foot. 

who lay in or near Antwerp ; 3000 about Ghent , and 509 
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pc 


Prince 
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were employed in the fiege of Dormant. To oppofe this great 
force, the States General had in the field no more than 3000 
foot with 2500 horfe, who lay near Z utphen, with 3C00 Ger¬ 
man foot, and 400 horfe, whom they had hired. The deputies 
whom the States employed with Elizabeth, were De Gryce 
and Ortelj and they offered to raife 330,000 florins monthly, 
as follows, Brabant , 60,000 ; Holland , Z ealand, and Utrecht , 

200,000 ; Frize, 36,000; Gueldres and OyeryJJel , 30,^00. 

Some have faid, though improbably, that Elizabeth was offer¬ 
ed the Sovereignty of the Low Countries ; but had that been the 
cafe, {he certainly would have embraced it. When the pro¬ 
pofol of afliftance was laid before her, {he inftantly faw the 
expediency of preventing the States from finking under the 
power of Spain. She fent over Davifon, an able and a trufty 
minifter, to countermine Aldegonde , who was inclined to the 
tycniijh intereft, and inftead of furnifhing the States with 4000 
foot and 400 horfe, which they demanded, to offer them 
5000 foot and 1000 horfe. The conditions were, “ That 
“ Brill and Flujhing {hould be immediately put into her hands, 

“together with fome other principal town in each province, 

“ at her choice at any time, when fhe fhouid thereafter de¬ 
mand the fame.” 

Davifon had various other inftru&ions, which manifeft the Queen 
prodigious abilities of his miftrefs for government. The Eng- gSzabe/h 
llj}) governors of the cautionary towns, were to have no con- C o nc i U£ j es 
ccrn with their civil government, and the inhabitants were a treat y * 
even to have fome preferable advantages in their trade with with the 
England. Davifon at the fame time declared, that the queen was States. 
refolved to fend over an Englijh nobleman, to heal the wounds 
which their government had received by their anifnofities, and 
at laft the bargain, which was llruck, was in fubftance as fol¬ 
lows: “ That Elizabeth was to fend over 5000 foot and 1000 Its terms. 
“ horfe, under an Englijlo general, and to pay them during 
“ the war, but to be" repaid as foon as the peace could be 
“ fettled. That in the mean while, Flujhing, and the caftle of 
“ Ramekins in Wacheren , and the ifle of Brill , with the city 
“ and two forts, were to be delivered into the queen’s hands 
“ for caution. That the governors of thofe places {hould ex- 
“ ercife no authority over the inhabitants, but only over the 
“ garrifon-foldiers, who {hould pay excife and impofitions as 
“ well as the inhabitants. That the faid places, after the 
“ money was repaid, {hould be reftored again to the eftates, 

“ and not delivered to the Spaniards , or any other enemy 
“ whatfoever. That the governor-general, and two Englijk- 
“ men, whom the queen {hould name, {hould be admitted into 
“ the council of the States. That the States (hould make no 
“ league with any, without the advice and confent of the 
“ queen; neither {hould the queen, with the king of Spain , 

“ without the advice of’the States. That an equal number of 
“ (nips fiiouid be fitted out, for the common defence, by both 
“ parties, and at the common charge, ancl be commanded by 

Voi, IX. Y “ the 
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c< the admiral of England : And that the havens and ports 
C£ fhould be open and free on both Tides mutually.” 

Jmpru- The earl of Leicejler , was nominated by Elizabeth , her 
dence of general in the Lotu Countries. Sir ‘Thomas Cecil took pofTellion 
the earl of of Brill, as Sir Philip Sidney did of Flujhing and Ramekins, 
Leicejler , Elizabeth , at the fame time, publifned a manifefto in defence 


the earl of of Brill, as Sir Phi, 


fomenting a rebellion of her own Tubjecls h: Ireland\ 
of Leicejler was received by the confederates, as thei 


mple, by 

The earl 


or L,eicejier was receivea oy uic comcucratcs, as tneir guardian 
angel, and treated with fuch a profufionof power and honours, 
as gave umbrage to Elizabeth , partial as ihe was in his favour. 
He even affe&ed an independency upon his miftrefs, which had 
Tome colour, from the prodigious powers with which The had 
invefted him; but he foon difcovercd, that he had neither 


moderation, nor abilities to fupport the authority he afium* 
ed. Elizabeth, to divide the Spantjh force, fitted out affront? 
fquadron of {hips, to a6f againft them in America, under Sir 
Francis Drake ; but did not fail to remonftrate to the States 


General , upon the imprudence of their conduct towards 
Leicejler. The truth is, that the jealoufy fhe exprefled aroie 
partly from her apprehenfion, of {hutting out all poffibilityof 
reconciliation with the court of Spain, and {he fent over 
Heneagc , her vice-chamberlain, to be a check upon Leicepv, 
We cannot pofitively pronounce, whether great part of the 
refentment, {he {hewed on this occafion againft Leicejler, was 
not afte&ed, efpecially, as he refigned no part of his afliimed 
power. Her view, probably, was to have taken upon herfelt 
the fovereignty of the Netherlands ; but her defign was balked 
by the imprudence of Leicejler , who filled all places of power, 
or profit in the Netherlands , with his own creatures, oppofed 
calling Germans in to the affiftance of the States , and even 
erected an arbitrary coinage. To compenfate for thofe mifma- 
nagements, he affedted to introduce difeipline into the army, 
and to preclude the Hollanders from an illicit trade, a precau¬ 
tion which had almoft ruined them, bccaufe they could not 
l'ubfift without it. 


SwerciTes In the mean while, the duke of Parma was gaining vaftad- 
of t he vantages. He took Grave , Venlo, and other towns, notwith- 
riukc of {landing the brave refiftance made by the Eng/ijh , who feem at 
Tarn:a. this time to have borne the brunt of the war. After this, he 

obliged a great number of places to capitulate; but he was 
heatup from Birk by Morgan , an Englijh officer, who threw 
himfelf into the place with 1000 men. Leicejler , in the mean 
time, befiegedZ«t/>&£« 3 which the duke of Parma fuccourcd, and 
the brave Sir Philip Sidney was killed in attacking one of his 
convoys. All that Leicejler did was to reduce Doejburgh , and 
he retired into winter-quarters, with the moft contemptible 

character any man ever held in fo high a ftation. He did all 
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])ecould by his arrogance, pride, and ill-judged partiality, to 
lender himfelf odious to the States General , and, at lad:, it 
plainly appeared, that he afpired at making the States depen¬ 
dent either upon himfelf or his miftrefs, who he pretended 
had the foie right to the fovereignty. It muft be acknow¬ 
ledged, that there is fomething very dark in this part of Eliza - 
hut) 3 conduct, and there is reafoii to believe, that the whole 
of Leicejler s management was dictated by herfelf. 

Elizabeth, it is true, had been offered the fovereignty of Mifcon- 
Holland-, but fhe was to be bound by terms ; Leicejler wanted duft of 
to give it her without terms. Some of the towns of Holland, the earl of 
were influenced by the States, to refuie to admit Englijh gar- Leicejhr . 
rifonsj and Leicejler applied himfelf to the loweft arts ; thole 
of courting the clergy, and the nieaneft part of the people, 
to take part againft their mggiftrates. In this he was fuccefT- 
ful; but Elizabeth , by her uncommon turn of policy and 
temper, finding it impradticable to fupport him under his mif- 
management, left him to his unpopularity, which was as great 
in England as it was in Holland . He durft not own, that he 

Bad all along a£ted by Elizabeth's inftrudfions, and he thought 
of overawing the States General, by making a demand upon 
them from England , of 480,000 livres, for the payment of his 
troops. The States anfwered him, by remonftrating to Eliza¬ 
beth againft his conduct, and count Hohcnlo, or as others call 
him Hollak, openly declared himfelf his enemy. The duke of 
Parma made advantage of Leicejler' s unpopularity. By de¬ 
bauching two popifh Engliji) officers, York and Stanley , to whom 
Leicejler had imprudently given capital trufts. York gave up 
Zutphcn , and Stanley, Daventer and both of them their 
regiments. The States General faw themfelves in a manner 
del'erted, the duke of Parma having made preparations to be- 
iiege OJlend and Sluys. The former was faved by a reinforce¬ 
ment of Englijh ; the latter was reduced, but obtained an ho¬ 
nourable capitulation, after a two months fiege. The earl of 
Leicejhr had, by this time, wrought himfelf again into’ Eliza¬ 
beth's good graces, and returned to Holland, at the time that 
the States General were about to inveft prince Maurice with 
the Stadtholderlhip of Holland, Zealand, and FrieJIand. 

Leicejhr arrived in Holland time enough to have faved Sluysj 
anti it was owing to his mifmanagemerit that it was loft. 

The States, devoted as they were to queen Elizabeth, coiild His in- 
not, with any cordiality, fee Leicejler refume the government, trignes in 
They indured him indeed ; but a ftrong oppofttion to him was the Lc*w 
formed by Hollak. Elizabeth let over the lord Buckhurjl, and Countries 
other commiffioners as checks upon him j but the clamour 
againft him was now fo great, that fhe was, againft her will, 
compelled to difavow his meafures. Notwithstanding this, 

Leicejler knew fhe would patronize him, if he could make his 
party good, and he found himfelf powerful in XJtrecht, and 
piany other places, efpeeially among the clergy. A paper war 
wsgan, in which Leicefter was inconteftibly foiled, and the 
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lord Buckbur/l , one of the ableft men in England^ projected a 
new plan of government for the Belgic confederacy, in which 


he himfelf was to be the preftdent of the council. 


are 


.... Elizabeth fecretly difcountenanced this plan, and the oppoii- 

dlico- • „ t * n _. r c _*.1__ a.'U _ r~A . , , 


cjhr went fo far, th; 
o-ainft Drince Mam 


• l j r ——--- j --- 7 vua- 

nuicany. fcen ot ] ler heads of the States , whom he intended to put to 

- , * 71 jr • 1 r 1 1 1 1*1 .1 * . 


lie-feat of 


:tu: 


o • 

U//i- 


* ft 

7 . 2 JO 


iii a 


d d 9 


f ^ 38. 


death. 


Maur 


the public was heightened. 


through the provinces, 


Leic eft i 


a 


prog refs 


but was well received only by the 
dregs of the people, and the furious ignorant clergy. AiV - p 


Lcicejlci 


At left 


, to leave no room for doubting of his arbitrary in 
tentions, endeavoured, by means of one Cofmo , an Italian , ti 
furprize Leyden ; but the defign mifearrying, the confpirato: 


ft 




and hurried 


bac 1 ” 


IV 


iU 


to England. Upon his return, the Stat 
General had convincing evidences of his intentions to have 
ieized the fovereignty of Holland , in private concert with 
Elizabeth \ but they prudently concealed the difeovery, for 


fear of difobliging her. 


bp am 


England , with one of the moil powerful armaments that ever 


ft 


command the 


paffionately fond 


cf his perfon, ftript him of his government of the Low Coun¬ 


tries 


fhe difgraced Bnckhurft 


praching his conduit. Her danger from the invafions obliged 


her to lay afide all her defigns againft the States General , and 


the duke of Parma , received orders from the court of Spain, 


to fufpend all operations but thofe againft England. Eli 


rr. 


ibctb 


has been blamed for not diverting the blow aimed againft her 

_ . . . „ ^ - i -%. r 1 t t v* . 


Ncthe 


w Jf \ f J 4 ft M 

/lie judged better; for though the hand of providence had not 




the high eft. probability, that the internal ftrength of Ev.ghni 


would have been fufficient Even during the preparations for 


this invafion, negotiations of peace were carrying on, between 


the 


duke 


of 


Par 


ma 


and 


they were meant on both fide 


gift 


but as 


lars are not worth 


relating. 


only to gain time, the particu- 
The lord Willoughby of EnJ&h 


who yielded only to the duke of Parma , in abilities, as a gene¬ 


ral, had fuccecded Leicejlsr , in the command of the Erg ft) 


army, in the Netherlands ; but Elizabeth bound him up from do¬ 


ing any thing, v _ , 

Pelham. Upon the defeat of the Spanijh armada, Lcicjta 
appeared in greater favour with Elizabeth than ever, and pw- 


.vkbout the advice and content of Sir William 


gift 


fures, excepting the lord lVHlov.ghby . The duke of Panne. ix'Vv 

returned, with double application, to the affairs of h«s 

* - - '* 1 1 • - -' 


menu. On the 14th of September ^ 1583. he formed 


le lit *; 

U; 
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of Ber*en-cp-zcom , but it was fo bravely defended by lord 7 F/ 7 - 
liugbby, t ^ a£ * ie was forced to raife the fiege. 

' Though the earl of Leiccjlcr was divefted of his govern- Death i f 
meat of the Netherlands , yet by Elizabeth's connivance, he the earl 


as 


might have of Lei- 


kept up fo ftrong a party among the towns 
hazarded their independency, had he not died on the 14th of cjler. 
September this year. By his death, all of them fubmirted to the 
States General , excepting Gertrnydenberg , which joined the 
duke of Parma ; while count Manjvcldt , a Spanijh general, 
by an unufual exertion of military abilities, reduced JVachten- 
donck on the 20th of December. The duke of Parma was but 
jllfupported by the court of Spain, and chagrin had impaired 
his health. He had no money to pay his troops, and the un¬ 


grateful Spaniards blamed him for mifearrying before Bergen- 
op-zoom. On the other hand, prince Maurice , with the 
counts Sol/ns and Uolak were united, and fo vigorous that they 
reduced Heufdin. Warcmbcn , the Spanijh governor of Guelder- 
land , was defeated by general Schenk , in an attempt he made 
upon Rhimberg. He renewed the attempt upon Schenk's death, 
and though it was defended by’the Englifn, under Sir Francis 
pere, who again defeated him, the States General fuffered the 
place to fall into his hands. Prince Maurice , however, began 
now to give ftrong proofs of his military genius. He defeated 
Viriugo , the Spanijh general more than once, and the affairs of 
the confederates were this year greatly advanced by furpriz- 
ing Breda, the key of Brabant. The duke of Parma , who 
was returned from drinking the waters of the Spa, made re¬ 
peated efforts for taking this important place, but he was 
obliged to employ his arms in defending Nimeguen , which was 
threatened to be befieged by prince Maurice. 

One of the advantages that Spain derived from the duke of j7 ncrev o 
Parma's government, was the encouraging the privateers of 
DunkirL . ....~ ... -. ~.... powcr 


r , p ^ , of the na- 

or the estates {general , va j 


which was now very conlidtrable, and had encrealed lb amaz- 
ingiy, that they were not. only enabled to check the Dunkirk ^ t „ t J 
privateers, but to give great afliftance to Henry IV. of France , " 
againff the popifh league, which the duke of Parma was 
ordered to fupport. He began his march towards France , with 
12,000 foot and 3000 horfe, and left his command in the Low 


Countries to count Manjvcldt. 
Maurice gained vaft advantages ,: 


During his 


ah fence. 


prince 

and Norris, the Evglijo gover- 
nor of Ojlend, reduced the tort of Blamemberg, and put the 
garrifon to the f’word. In the beginning of the year 1591, 
pnnee Maurice was at the head of 10,000 foot and 1000 horfe, 
and fur prized Z atphen and Da-venter, notwithftancling the vigi- 
hnce of the duke of Parma. He then threatened Groningen 

progrefs was retarded by the duke of 


15 91 


2 ii 


iid Nur r *' 


meruen : 


but 


R1° 


T) - / 

“anna, who befieged Knotjt.mberg, but was again ordered to 
Jnarch into France. This was the laft campaign made in the 
Netherlands by that great general, who was worthy of a better 
jate than that of ferving fo ungrateful a court as that of Spain. 
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retires 


He was, it is true, an Italian, and flack at nothing to gain 
his ends by afTaffination or poifon ; but in other refpecls he* 

ixfc iq (rpnpmiiQ. and hp regarded militarv merit even in his mip. 


from the mies. He 


Lo<w 


Succeffes 

of prince 

Maancc, 


IS 9 2 


*193 


&VUC X4.W VI --r- j - -7 W UU 

even when he left it, he endeavoured to perfuade the citizens 

•.t. • hi • n. __n 


Nbieguen to receive a Spanijb 


not 


prevail. 


Mam 


On the 


September he reduced Hid ft. After that he threatened 

♦ - _ _ « t 1 Z* 1 ' /• 1 1 1 I • 1 1 A 


Dunkirk and Newport \ but all of a ft 
ihower of red hot bullets into Nime t 


This 


other exploits, raifed the young prince to the higheft pitch of 

». i tt • ? n • i_3„ _ 


Untied Provinces , whole heads were now con 


vinced, that they rouft 
nuing independent 


The emperor Rodolpk 


of the year 1592, officioufly offered his mediation between 


Philip and the States General', but both parties appeared as ir¬ 
reconcilable as ever. In Juh, this year, prince Maurice rc- 
dni-prl Steimirueh and Oknarfcb . with various other places, and 


Verdug 


Philip 


and Oknarfc 
. The dul 


concern in its affairs. Count Manfveldt , in the year 1393, 
was" made governor of the Spanifn provinces; the duke of 
Archot of Flanders ; the prince de Chi/nai of Hainault , and the 
count de Aremberg of Artois. Thofe appointments would 
have been prudent, had not the real government continued to 
be veiled in Spaniards. Manfveldt cut off all communication 
with the revolted provinces, on pain t)f death, and they pu 7 
bliflied edicts, declaring, they would give no quarter to any 

/■* 1 • 1 # l 1 » _ . 4 _ £ «._ A T-i 7 .*/vwU J «/4 * wi 1 n fli phi 


with Various other places, and 


no 


concern in its affairs. 


Archot of Flanders ; the prince de Chimai of Hainault 
count de Ar emberg of Artois . Thofe appointmen 


Netherlands 


before the iff of February. 


Najji 


fire and fword into the province of Luxembourg , and for lome 
time the fubje£ts of Spain as well as of the States General, 
fuffered the mofl inconceivable miferies of war, no quarter be¬ 
ing given on either fide. Every day was, at this time, pro¬ 
ducing fome new improvement in the art of deftroying the 
human fpecies; and prince Maurice befieged Gertruydenberv , 
in a manner that never before had been praclifed by the ab.eit 
commanders, for his lines of circumvallation extended to near 
12 miles. Manfveldt at the head of 12,000 foot, and 3000 
horfe, attempted to force them, in doing which, he carried on 
a regular liege, in which, however, he was foiled, and the 

O _ « ft 1 « 1 1 _ f 


Manf 


Gertruydenberg capitulated on the 23d of Jf; 
after this, was baffled in every attempt, wh'cli 


Mutiny in 

the Pa- 


was the more mortifying to him, as he had always arretted 10 

treat prince Maurice as a raw hoy. 

The prince turned his arms next againfl Verdug0, who com- 


r.t 


it 'Ipf 
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fides. Verdugo attempted to do fomewhat decilive, by furpriz- 
hc Maurice in his lines, but he was baffled by that prince’s 
vigilance. The campaign ended by a fruitlefs attempt made 
by Manfvelch againft Zealand , arid another made by the prince 
s 4 inft Bruges. We have ii 


Aujl 


by 


Ernejl had no money 
le States General bv 


- -- 1 

ent of Ernejl , arc 

Philip , who was in hopes of thereby re 
to their allegiance. He was deceived, 
to pay his troops, and he applied to t 
writing, to penuade them to fubmifflon. This proceeding 
difobliged the Spanljh officers, who amafled immenle fortunes 
by the^continuance of the war, and gained nothing from the 
States. Several confpiracies were difcovered, or pretended to 
be difcovered, againft the life of prince Maurice , and it was 
civen out that they had been approved of by the archduke, 
who foon became an objeft, at once of popular contempt and 
deteftation. During the winter, Verdugo was obliged to raife 
the blockade he had formed about Coeverden ; and on the 
2j.th of Jidy prince Maurice , after an obftinate liege, reduced 
Groningen So many lofles and difafters exhaufted the patience 
even of the Spanijh army, which became mutinous for want 
of p.iy, and the foldiers threatened to indemnify themfelves 


~j — - x Brujfel. 

crown of Spain in the Low Countries. 


Notwithftanding 


____ Velafco , an a&ive Spanijh general, could 

do, part of the mutineers continued in a body, and were fa¬ 
voured, though not taken into pay, by prince Maurice. About 
this time, Balagnay , the governor of Cambray , being block¬ 
aded by the archduke, declared for the confederates, and 


Henry 


Spanijh 


In icoc, the animofities between the Sp 

r * J ■ .1 r ... S' .Un,1 r.lanf-lxr r»rr 


and the 


filently proceeded 


height that the archduke was obliged to call an aliembly at tent Q f t | i€l 
Brujjels for allaying them. _ The duke of Archot _ headed the Flemi „ git 
oppofition, and complained in very loud terms of the Spanijh 
infolence and tyranny. The fentiments of the aliembly were 
for peace, which the archduke deceitfully feemed to favour. 

It was expe&ed that in this aliembly the complaints and me¬ 
naces of Henry IV. would have been taken into confidera- 
tion. No regard was paid to them ; Henry was provoked in¬ 
to a declaration of war againft Philip , and ordered the duke 
of Bouillon to join his army with that of the confederate 
Hates. In the mean while, the archduke, Earnejl , died, and 
was fucceeded in his government by the count de Fue?itcs ; 
but the real power was in the council of ftate, which was 

. .. ~ i i* rr i . _ * _ ci* z n. 


ifn 


iffcls to receive a SpaniJJ? 


garrifon/ and his government foon became deteftable from 
the averfion which he and the Spanijh faction {hewed for 
peace. The main ftrength of the States General , at this time, 
Jay in the army commanded by the duke of Bouillon ; bat 
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Difference 
between 
the States 
and Eli¬ 
zabeth. 


prince Maurice , though at the head of only a ftnall arm-” 
made head again# Mandragon , a Spanijh general of So years 
of age, without obtaining any remarkable advantage over the 
old man. Fuentes endeavoured to recommence the negotia¬ 
tions for peace, and was fo fuccefsful that he reclaimed the 
Spanijh mutineers to their duty, and thereby encreafed his 
troops. He now feemed determined to do fomewhat that 
was decifivc. He had four armies in the field; one com¬ 
manded by Velafco was in Burgundy ; one under JVaremben in 
Artois and Picardy, old Mandragon commanded that which 
added again# the prince of Orange , as Vcrdugo did that in 
Luxembourg. 

The States General had, by this time, attained to a degree 
of fovereignty which was favoured by the rifing and imtnenfe 
prog refs of their trade. They feemed to confider Henry IV. 
.in the fame light as they had Elizabeth fome time ago; and 
this offended both her pride and her ambition. She com¬ 
plained of their difrefpe£t, though to fay the truth, they had 
been forced into their alliance with Henry , by his threatening 
to make peace with Spain , and thereby leaving Philip at liberty 
to employ the whole of his force in the Low Countries . A 
vaft number of her fubje£ls were ftill ferving in their armies; 
a great debt was due to her from the States, and fhe demanded 
it by her ambaffador Sir Thomas Bodely , not without fome me¬ 
naces if the requeft was not complied with. The States 
pleaded poverty, and that they were not obliged to difeharge 
the debt before the end of the war, and even demurred to¬ 
wards difeharging the original fum. Upon Bodeley s preffing 
them and renewing his threats, they made the following of¬ 
fers : “ That they would immediately free the queen front 
the entire expence relating to the maintenance of the Englijk 
auxiliaries (computed at 40,000 l per annum.) That they 
would pay zo,ooo/. fterling for fome years, aflift her wirh z 
certain number of {hips, and conclude no peace or treaties 
without her confent. That upon the conclufion of the peace 
they would pay her a yearly fum of 100,00c/. for four years; 
■with this referye notwithftanding, that they fhould have out of 
England a fupply of 4,000 men, and a free and full difeharge 
of all debts and demands.” 


Demands 
of Eliza- 
beth > 


p. 131. 


Thofe 


Uni 


but Elizabeth was not to be impofed on. She knew the 
fiouriihing ftate of their commerce; that they had lent money 
to the French king ; and {lie infilled upon her demand, ti!i 
they were obliged to quiet her by lending her 25 fail of ihips 
of war to a<H avnin# the Spaniards. Philip was now old and 


they were obliged to quiet her by lending her zc; fail of ihips 
of war to a£l again# the Spaniards. Philip was now old and 
difgufted with the world, and he committed the government 
of the Lew Countries to the cardinal archduke Albert , whom 
we have already mentioned in the hiitory of Germany His 
intention was to give the remaining provinces in dowry with the 
infanta Clara Ifabella Eugenia , wire to the cardinal, and that 
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they fhould thereby become a ftate independent of the crown 
of Spain. Albert , about the fame time, obtained the liberty 
of Philip of Orange , who had been 28 years a prifoner to 
Philip of Spain , and was eldeft fon to the great prince Wil- 
( m . This prince had been educated a Roman catholic, and 
the Spaniards propofed to make great ufe of him in reducing 
the feven United Provinces , whole independency had been fo 
glorioufly eftablifhed by his father, but he was difappointed, 
for the Dutch law the fcheme, and avoided it. 

The commerce of the Dutch was, at this time, at an in- Encreafe 
credible height. They fent, at leaft, 70,000 failors every 0 f ^ 
year to fea. The bloody war they were engaged in feemed to D utc b 
encreafe their wealth, as it heightened their fpirits, and even com _ 

Hip , their capital enemy, was obliged to connive at their merce . 
carrying on a moft gainful trade with his Spanijb and Portu- 
nueze lubjccls. Archduke Albert , when he took upon him 
the government of the Provinces in the year 1596, was in high 1596. 
reputation all over Europe for his abilities, but engaged in a 
war with France . His firft ftep was to take Calais , and had it 
not been too late in the feafon, he would have befieged 
Ojlend, which was garrifoned by the Englijl; 1. He, however, 
befieged and took Hul/l , the garrifon of which had been 
weakened by a detachment that prince Maurice had fent off 
to Breda. The affairs of that prince was, at this time, in 
an untowardly fituation. The vaft attention of the States to 
commerce had made their armies weak, and they were farther 
reduced by the fuccours they were obliged to furnifh to Eli¬ 
zabeth of England , and Henry IV. of France . It was there¬ 
fore thought that the prince gave fccret orders for the furren- 
der of Huljl , that he might fare its garrifon, confifting of 
3,000 men, to make head againft the cardinal, who com¬ 
manded 30,000. In November , the States concluded a new 
treaty with Henry IV, of France , by which he engaged to 
pay him 450,000 florins for maintaining 4,000 men in France , 
provided Philip did not attack him in his own dominions ; 
and in confideration of this fcafonable fupply, Henry gave the 
fubiects of the States many valuable privileges in France , par- 
ticuJarly"that of being exempted from the tc droits des aubaines” 
by which the goods of their fubjects dying in France were not 
forfeited to that crown. In the mean while, rhe Dutch , who 


were commanded by John de Duvcnvocrde , had a confider- 
'■’ble fiiare in the glory which the Engli/h under the earl of 

and Sir Walter Raichb obtained by the 

uiehz. 


taking of 


In the winter of the year 1597 prince Maurice took Fourn- iyc~, 
H ut ■> and beat the count de Vareux , one of Albert's generals. Success 
He owed this advantage to an improvement he had introduced 0 f p r j nce 

among his cavalry, whom he armed with carbines and horfe Maurice. 
pdfols. Though the finances of Spain were, at this time, 

'' er y low, yet Albert, in all probability, mufc have over¬ 
whelmed prince Maurice had it not been for the diverfion given 


4 


by 
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by Henry IV. who laid liege to Arras, but could not prevent 
Dourltns and Amiens from falling into the cardinal’s hands 
In the month of September prince Maurice took Alphen , Mml 
and Grol, as he did Briefort in October. Many other op ami 
garrifons then fubmitted to his arms before he went into 
winter quarters. The negociations for peace were renewed 
before the end of the year 5 but the confederate States could 


fhould 


fhaken 


ment. The 


king of Den 


/nark 


offered their mediation, but it was rejected, as was that of 
other ftates, becaufe that preliminary was not tftablifhed. 
The marriage of archduke Albert with the infanta Clara If 
bella , and the cutting off the Provinces from their dependence 


Spain were favourable incidents, but 1 
t them from their purpofe, and Philip 


Henry IV. from 


to 


queen of England. France flood as much in need of peace as 
Spain did, and Henry reprefented this to the States by his am* 
bafiador Bufcnvel , with the advantageous terms offered him 
by Philip . The States , in vain, endeavoured to divert Hem 


the 2d of May. 


Vet 


on 


of Vi>- 

•eins. 


The peace Elizabeth of England, as well as the States General , af¬ 
fected to be highly difgufted with the peace of Vtrvhis , which 
was cn Henry’s part a meafure equally wife as neccffny. For 

'and and Holland negociated together about 
, „ var, which the Dutch feemed to be very in¬ 

tent upon, but Elizabeth could not be driven from her main 
point; and treated fujlin NaJJau and Barneveldt, their am- 
baffadors, with great feverity, becaufe fhe had not been re¬ 
paid her money, though Henry IV. had paid them what he 
owed them, and though they were now fufficiently rich from 
commerce. Two parties at that time divided Elizabe 


was 


y Burleigh was pacific, the other, by EJfes 
Elizabeth fecretly inclined to the former, 

but apparently encouraged the latter, that fhe might have the 
better pretext for demanding the payment of the money the 
States owed her, and break off all their intereffed commerce 

the war with 


with 


Spain , wfiich enabled tier to continue 
The Stain England. The 


Elizabeth 


treat with that their domeftic conduCt was in all refpeCls unjuftifiable; 
Elizabeth, that they neither bore a proportionable fhare in the expencei 

of the war, and that the expences they did bear were paid in 
adulterated money; and that, in fhort, they left no fraud 
unpra&ifed that could advance their intereft. The death of 
Cecil gave a warlike turn to Elizabeth’s councils, and (he at laft 
agreed, but not without ample fatisfa&ion from the States, to 
continue the war, and to renew her treaties with them. The 


eed that the treaty made anno 1585 fhould 
confirmed, exceDtins fome articles relatir 
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civil adminiftration; that the confederate States fhould pay to 
the queen 800,000/. of Englijh money: viz. 30,000 yearly, 
during the continuance of the war, to be employed againft 
the common enemy, until 400,000 /. were paid ; and if a 
peace was agreed on between the king of Spam and the queen, 
there (honld be paid of the remaining fum 20,00- /, yearly, 
till the 800,oco /. were difeharged ; that 1150 i'oldiers, who 
were in the garrifons of Flujhing , Brill, and the adjacent parts, 
fhould be paid by the States ; that they might have the liberty 
to levy men in England under Englijl) officers, who fhould 
ferve under their pay; that if the Spaniards fhould make a 
defeent on the ifles of IVight , Guemfey, Jerfey , or Scilly , the 
States fhould be obliged to aflift the queen with 5,000 foot 
and 5 -0 horfe; that if it was neceffary to equip a fleet in Eng¬ 
land to ferve againft Spain, they fhould provide an equal num¬ 
ber of fhips; that if any Englijh forces were fent over into 
Flanders or Brabant , they fhould provide and furnifh out the 
fame number of men 5 as for the money due to Pallavicini , 
the queen fhould reimburfe herfelf from Brabant and Flan¬ 
ders , and the reft of the provinces which were not within the 
union. 

By this treaty Elizabeth freed herfelf from an annual ex- arc ^ 
pence of 120,0 ol. but at the fame time Philip was left at li- 1 . 7 ~ 

berty to direbl the whole of his force againft the United J ~ 
Provinces . He ftill perfifted in his defign of bellowing the tQ ^ 
government of thofe which remained faithful to him upon the*p t 
archduke Albert \ but the free exercife of the proteftant reli- !^/‘ an 
gion ftumbled him. The archduke Albert repaired to Madrid, V ?, ra j 
and during his abfence the Spanijh provinces were filled with be a ' 
mutinies and difeontents. Albert arrived juft time enough at 
Madrid to fee Philip expire, but the marriage between him 
and the infanta Ifabella was folemnized, and Albert entered 
upon the pofleffion of his new fovereignty, and laid afide his 
ecclefiaftical character. It is thought that Philip’s wars in 
Europe alone, during his reign, coft him twelve hundred and 
fifty millions of pounds fterling. While Albert remained in 
Spain, the affairs of the Spanijh Low Countries were directed 
by his brother, Andrew of Auftria, who made fome frefh ad¬ 
vances towards a peace with England. Elizabeth did not en¬ 
tirely reject the propofal, but the new government had on foot 
an army of 25,000 men in the Low Countries\ where the 
Spaniards , under Mendoza, made great progrefs. Prince 
Maurice took the field, but all he could do was to watch 
the enemy’s motions, and take Rhimeberg , while Mendoza 
reduced the fortrefles of Alphen and Bronk, and to maintain his 
army by the contributions he raifed in his conquefts. This 
campaign ferved to difplay the great abilities of prince Mau¬ 
rice, as a general, by throwing fufticient garrifons into places 
ox the greateft danger, and his making head with io inferior an, 
army againft Mendoza i: 

If 
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If we turn our eyes from the operations of war to thofe of 
commerce, the progrefs made by the Dutch is amazing, No 
dangers nor difappointments could deter them from embarking 
in new adventures. One Balthafar Monchuen , befides carry- 
ing on a great trade with India , made iettlements on the con¬ 
tinent of Africa , and on the iflands of St. Thomas , f rom 
whence the iettlers, however, were driven by the treachery of 

Other Dutch merchants fent fhip* <■- r '->- 

J 


through the Straits of Magellan 




% 


Befides thofe private ad¬ 


ventures, their great commercial companies lent 30 large thins 

i 1 0 r? n 1 rxs n 7 _ 7 ?_ 7 r . 

to trade to the 


Eajl and IVefl 


Fhe French procured 


them many advantages in the Levant j and, above all, their 
fiiheries in the Britijh feas, produced them mines of wealth. 
Even their military men turned merchant-adventurers; and a 


Maui 


tures. 


The Dut 


leering, found now their commerce fo enlarged, that their 

ihipping became often a prey to the privateers of other States 

who lcized it under Spanijh colours, till at laft they were 

obliged to give orders for blocking up the harbour of Calais. 

The reader, in the hiftory of Germany , may fee the difur- 

, dered ffate of the empire at this time, and* the vail outrages 

: w *V“ v ‘ ie committed there by the Spanijh foldiers, under the command 
jn the 1 


wno in- 


aifairs of 

Germane. 


of Mendoza , who was an enthufiaft in fuperilition and poperv. 
The princes of the empire, in vain, endeavoured to get rid 
of thofe'unwelcome guefts ; but were unable, through the 

■ * ■ f f « 


ff 


in 


their 


ic 


99 


winter of the year 1599 


Spaniards 


Emm 


Mai 


effor t to transfer the feat of war to Germany , in hopes of be¬ 
ing afiifted by the princes of the empire, againfl the oppreffive 
Spaniards. Ernmeric was retaken, but the States , who now 
proceeded with amazing vigour and fpirit, in funporcing prince 


Maurice , enabled him to take Zavenar 3 and the money they 
raifed by taxations, was all applied to new levies, and chear- 
fully defrayed by ali the States, excepting Gronitige v. It was 
obferved that the commerce of the States, hill encreafed as the 
war continued. Cardinal Andrew filled the Low Countries 
with manifeftoes on this head, and againit the obfHnacy of the 

General. All commerce between them and che Spa- 


States General. fAi commerce ociween mem ana cue 
niards, and the fubjecbs of the Spanijh Netherlands, was. prohi¬ 
bited. Thcv oublilhcd a counter-edict in their own vindica- 


oited. They publiihed a coi 
lion ; a new fvitem of dilciuJine was 




"ced into 




- / I ( l 9 ' a 1 

the Rhine on a bridge of boats, to invade the ter; hones or the 

His general officers were divided among thcmfclves, 


u tales. 

w-/ 

and difappointed by 



prince maurice in at 


li 


their 
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t tempts. 
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Mendoza prevailed, in laying liege to Rommel, which was The States 

covered by Maurice. That prince ] 


Sp 


taken his mea-jealous of 


The States General , with fome fecret jealoufy of his ambition, Maurice 
ordered him at all rilks to fight Mendoza. He remonftrated 
again ft this meafure, which the States intended fhould be de- 
cifive of the campaign. He complained of thofe prepo- 
fterous orders, but in vain, for they were repeated, and he 
was fo far obliged to comply with them, that he twice attack¬ 
ed the Spaniards ; but was forced to defift, without any very re¬ 
markable advantage being gained on either fide. The prince, 
however, was fuperior on the whole, Mendoza , after a pro¬ 
digious expence of blood, was obliged to withdraw from 
Banmel , and the reft of the campaign was fpent in inferior 
operations, with various fuccefs. 

Notwithftanding the military abilities of prince Maurice, Condufi 
the Dutch, who ferved under him, were but raw to the field, 0 f the 
compared to the Spaniards under Mendoza, nor were the laft archduk 
equal to the Englijh under Sir Francis Vere ; and this fuperiority and hi 
alone, prevented the army of the States, from being ruined, confer 
Mean while, archduke Albert and his confort, who affe&ed 
all the ftate of crowned heads, made a triumphant, but un¬ 
popular, entry into B?-uJJcls. The States of the Spanijh Ne¬ 
therlands demanded, that the foreign troops fhould be with¬ 
drawn; but the demand was evaded by the archduke, who 
with great difficulty tempered the defpotic difpofition of his 
confort. After the neceffary preparations, an enquiry was 
fet on foot, concerning the mifearriage of the attempt upon 
Bommel, and it terminated in favour of Mendoza, who was 
continued in his command. Parties run equally high among 
the States of the feven United Provinces, who complained of 
the expences of the war, and notwithftanding the ftrongeft 
remonftrances of prince Maurice, and Henry IVh of France , 
who remitted them 300,000 francs, they reduced their forces. 




✓ 

Mendoza 


Spanijh 


3 im¬ 


provident frugality, and prince Maurice, notwithftanding the 
mortifications he had received, continued to ferve the States 
with the fame ardour in the field as ever. 

While the affairs of the campaign were thus difagreeably The 
circumftanced for the States by land, they were victorious by Duhh\nc~ 
fta. Their admiral, Vandcr Does, infulted the coafts, and tenuous by 
rumed the commerce of Spain in Europe. Frefh refources of 
v.e.dth were opened in America, and their Eajl India fleet 
continued t° bring them in prodigious wealth. Vandcr Dees, at 
laft, after deftroying the Spanijh Canary iflands, proceeded 
wuh half his fleet to America ; but he died on the voyage, and 
difeafesof the climate made fuch havock of his men and 
omeers, that this expedition cannot be faid to have been for- 

^ art ^ er than that it drew the attention of Spain from 
tue Netherlands to America. The affairs of the archduke, at 
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this time, were in a deplorable fituation, and for want of 
money to pay his mutinous troops, he was obliged to afli»n 
them free quarters in Brabant. Even this did not fatisfy 
them, and the revolt among them became general. Prince 
Maurice laid hold of that opportunity, to reduce IVackttn - 
do nek, Crevecaur , St. Andre , and other places of importance 
the garrifons of which, for want of pay, enlifted under him’ 
It muft be acknowledged, that the States behaved in a fordid 
manner, and made no allowance for accidents, and the difad- 
vantages under which their frugality had laid the prince. 
They were at lafl reanimated by his fuccefles, but the inha¬ 
bitants of Groningen and Friejlahd gave an alarming example 
to the other members of the confederacy, by continuing to 
refufe to pay their contingencies of the public taxes. The 
neceffity of the jun&urc determined their governor, prince 
IVilliam of Najfau , to hazard a bold ftroke, by difarming the 
burghers of Groningen , and bridling them with a citadel. 
Their provincial States complained to the States General ; they 
were anfwercd, by being fhewn the neceflity of complying 
with the terms of the original confederacy, and that the dif- 
folution of it muft enfue, if Groningen did not pay its quota 
towards its fupport. 

During the winter of the year 1601, the States of Hollmi 
and Zealand, entered with a fpirit aftonilhing to the princes 
of the Orange family, into the farther operations of the war, 
which was owing to the fevere checks their trade had met 
with from the enemy’s privateers. They propofed to attack 
Dunkirk, Neuport and Fumes ; but the plan was oppofed by 
prince Maurice, who was for attacking‘S/ttyr, and for tranf- 
ferring the feat of war to Flanders, from whence their enemies 
drew their principal fupplies, both of men and provifions. 
This plan was rejected, becaufe it was to bring no relief to 
the merchants. On the 9th of June, the prince took upon 
himfelf the command of the army, which confifted of 12,coo 
foot and rooo horfe, and a large train of artillery. After ar¬ 
riving at Rammekins by water, contrary winds obliged him to 
march through Flanders. In his march, he took the forts of 
Oudenberg, Snafckejk, and Budeno ; apd at laft. Fort Albert in 
the neighbourhood of OJlrnd, which was then garrifoned by 
Englijh foldiers. Thofe forts were all retaken by the archduke 
Albert, who trode upon his heels with a fuperior army, whole 
mutinous fpirit, he had found means to fubdue. Albert's pro¬ 
gress was fo rapid, that his troops took pofleffion of Leffingm , 
and defeated a ftrong detachment, which, under prince Ernejt 
of Najfau, came to take it. By Albert's expedition. Mama 
found all his fcheme difconcerted, and the former, on the 2d 
of July , encouraged by the alacrity of his men, refolved to 
attack him. Maurice was then marching towards OJiend , but 
Albert's army coming in fight, he made ready to fight it, be* 
fore his own army fhould know of ErneJV s defeat.^ His van¬ 
guard was led by prince Lewis of Najj'au, but the chief ftrength 
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of it lay in the Englijh , commanded by Sir Frances Vere. The Prince 

chief difpute lay between Fere and the Spaniards , and he drove Maurice 
back their cavalry; the foot, however, lupported the latter fo gains the 
well, that Vere was wounded and in danger of being taken battle of 
priioner, when he was difengaged by the main body, under Newport* 
prince Maurice ; the battle then became general; the heat of 
the action lafted three hours, and the impenetrable difcipline of 
the Italian and Spanijb veterans, rauft in the end have proved 
victorious, had not the Tailors, who ferved the artillery of the 
confederates, opened the ranks of the enemy, by four field 
pieces. This nrft put them in diforder, which prince Mau- 
i rice improved by a vigorous charge in perfon, and thereby- 
gained a complete vidlory. in this battle, which was fought 
near Newport , from which it has its name, 5000, others lay 
,0:0 Spaniards were killed, or taken prifoners, while the lofs 
of the confederates amounted to 1500 ; but 800 of them were 
$nglijb; archduke Albert was flightly wounded ; the two beft 

t mijh generals, Mendoza and Zapena, were made prifoners: 
j this battle, the confederates obtained an undifputed victory, 
but with great lofs to themfelves. 

Though the lelfifhnefs and obfiinacy of the Dutch field de- His hu- 
l puties, who controuled prince Maurice , had brought him into mane ba¬ 
the critical fituation out of which he had efcaped, yet he dil— h-yiour. 

| fembled all the provocation he met with, and applied himfelf 
to appeafe forne tumults that had rifen among the foldiers, on 
account of the difpofal of the prifoners. Zapcna died of his 
: wounds; and Maurice was not more beloved for his humanity 
and modefty, than he was revered for the piety and devotion 
of his behaviour. Albert , retiring from the battle, had an 
interview with his archdutchefs, who behaved with furprizing 
intrepidity on the occafion, and by collecting together the re¬ 
mains of his army, and fome troops under Velafco , he rein¬ 
forced the Spanijh forts that lay in the neighbourhood of 
OJlend, and the garrifon of Newport, which on the 16th of 
July, was in veiled by prince Maurice , but he was obliged to 
raife the fiege, and finding himfelf feverely reproached by the 
States. for not purfuing the enemy, and for remaining three 
days ina&ive in O/lend , he fent his troops into winter-quar¬ 
ters. During the winter, negotiations for peace were renew- Negotia- 
ed, but to no purpofe, and the States of the Spanijh provinces, tions for 
renewed their complaints with greater vigour than ever, againft peace 
the continuance of foreign troops in their country. The broken 
conferences being broken off, the privateering war by Tea was oft*, 
refumed, and the Dutch fifhing-bufies met with a fevere blow 
from Wakena, the Flcmijh admiral. This lofs, however, did 
not impede the vaft profits, even to the amount of 4001- 
per cent, which the fubje&s of the United Provinces continued 
to gain upon their Eajl India trade; but their fleet, which was 
deftined for the South Seas , never could pafs the Straits of 

Magellan. 
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of the winter was confumed in furprizinv. nr 
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winter. 


ons of war buying, little garrifons on both lides, and in fettling a cartel 
daring the for the exchange of prifoners. In the fpring of the year, the 

States renewed their impofts, and received a large fum of 
money from France , for carrying on the war with more vigour 
than ever. Money'was borrowed at a vaft intereft from the 
Eajl India traders, and prince Eugene , after defeating a body of 
the enemy’s horfe, befieged and took Rbimberg. Archduke Al¬ 
bert was at this time employed in forming the fiege of O/lend, 
the moft important of any that happened during that age. 
the taking of Rbimberg , Overyjfcl was covered from the ra 
of the Spaniards j and queen Elizabeth was fo well pleafed with 
the fpirit which the States General difcovered, that (he allowed 
Sir Francis Vere to levy fome frelh troops in England , with whom 
he threw himfelf into Oftend. It would be difficult to aflign 
any other caufe than the obftinacy of Albert and his wife, 
for profecuting this fiege to fuch extremities as they did. It was 

a to the fuccours thrown into it by the Englijh and 



Dutch 


next to impregnable by land,.and prince Maurice commanded 


Flemifh 


Gn the ift of November 


Bolduc , with 7000 foot and 3000 horfe ; but the obftinate de¬ 
fence of the befieged, and the reinforcements they received, 
obliged him to give over his enterprize towards the end of the 
The fiege — . - 

of Oftcr.d 

formed, whole armies were thrown away upon it in vain, freffi works 

feemed to flart up behind the ruins that were made by th 


campaign. The inclemency or me leaion c 
archduke Albert from the fiege of Oftend 


The 


r> 


Vere encouraged 
place, with a fpirit next to enthufiafm. Albert refolved upon 


Vet 


amufe 


and obiti- 
r.atdy 

profecut- 

cd. 


capitulation, which might lave the lives of many brave men 
on both fides. The negotiation continued till he had com¬ 
pleted the frelh works he was railing, and received new rein¬ 
forcements, and then the operations of the liege recommenc¬ 
ed. Albert was incenfed beyond meafure at having been im- 
pofed upon, and refolved upon a general aflault, under one 


Mexia , a Spanifh 


though executed with all ima¬ 


ginable intrepidity, proved ineffedtual, and coll him 1000 ot 
his bell men. The rigorous feafon coming on, Albert was fo 
far from taking the advice of his bell generals, that he repair¬ 
ed to Ghent to concert meafures for carrying it on with re¬ 
doubled vieour. During bis ’ ~ c "' n ' 


Dutch 


garrifon into Oftend , while Sir Francis Vere , with his emaci¬ 
ated troops, joined the army under prince Maurice. 

It loon appeared, that the Span ift) Netherlands were as 
much as ever under the direction of the court of Spain. Their 
srv.ir--.hei States remonllrated againll the madnefs of profecuting th e 

fitrge of Oftend^ and refufed the fums demanded by the arc.’. - 
duke for 1 hat uuroofe. The direction of the fieee and war, 
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baffled all prince Mam 


pt 


prince was then, again ft his better judgment, obliged to un¬ 
dertake a march through Brabant and Flanders to the relief of 


Ojknd. The States prefled this march the more obftinately, 
they were not without hopes, that the natives of the 
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as 
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liifriloes to be difperfed by the prince. This expedient failed, 
and the continuance of the march was found impracticable; 
Near TUlemont , A'lendoza had, with 14,000 men, taken pof- 
i'dlioa of a pafs, by which the prince mult march; but Maurit 
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found he could not force it, upon which a councilof war was 
held, and it was refolved to befiege Grave , one of the 
llrongeft places in the Netherlands. The operations for car¬ 
rying on the fiege were fo judicious, that Mendoza could 



court ftill continued, and their Mutiny 
Italian l’oldiers in the Low Countries , mutinied for want of pay. the It aim A 
They put great part of Brabant under contribution, took poft troops in 
near Breda , where they held a correfpondencc with the gar- the Spa* 
rifoh, as they had another with prince Maurice , who cncou- n ij} : fer- 
raged them in their revolt. . The garrifons of Antwerp and vice. 

Wcert followed their example, and Mendoza finding it im- 
poflible for the archduke to pay his troops, quitted his com¬ 
mand. The archduke had rccourfe to violent means, and pro- 
feribed the mutineers* This feveritv feemed to confirm them 


& 


: among the 
would hav 


Tl 


Netherlands would have fatisfred their demands, 
but l’evere meafures alone would go down with the arch¬ 
duke. He lent one of his generals, Frederic cL Berg , with 
7000 men to reduce them ; but they were relieved by prince 
Maurice. Being ftrangers, and violent papifts, they were un- 

rrnaliy, to join the protcitants, and being in a man¬ 
ner, at Lift, left to themfelvcs, the pope’s nuncio interceded 
with the archduke, and a confiJerable fum being advanced to 
them, they were pardoned. 
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and Germans . In ihort, the more that the wealth and great- 
nefs of the feven United Provinces advanced, the more did they 
forget the original maxims of their conftitution, which were 
humble, fimple and frugal} for their great men breathed no¬ 
thing now but eternal war againft Spain . England was like- 
wife making a progrefs in foreign commerce, but it was far from 
being fo confiderable as that of the Dutch j and France was 
preparing to imitate the example of both. As the fuecefles 


guefe 


Spanijb 


Sp. 


Oft end , which, by ftill 


inftead of thole they had loft, was now reduced into a very 
narrow compafs. The governor was a Dutchman , one Vender 

one Rivas carried on the fiege with more effect 
than ever. Ponipey Torgou , an excellent engineer in the Spanijh 
fervice, raifed amazing works for cutting off the communi¬ 
cation of the garrifon with the lea, but they were foon de- 
ftroyed by the fury of the winds and waves. Rivas difeou* 
raged, rdigned his command to Spinola , and his thirft of glory 
induced him to accept of it in October, 1604. As he proceed¬ 
ed upon different principles from thofe of his predecefiors, and 
was poffeffed of a far fuperiour genius, prince Maurice , as well 
as the States General , thought that the Iofs of O/lend muft be 

effort was made to give Spinola 


a diverfion. The fiege of Sluys — r ._ r , 

_ Mau¬ 
rice proceeded in it, though with great abilities and vigour, in 


by Maurice and other princes of the houfe of Orang 

/ ii.* 1 1 . 1 _1 


manner 


finifhing 


tinuance of which, the future greatnefs of his houfe depended. 

^ 1 • n 1 r • 11 r 11* M . 


proceeded 


inftead of rapidly falling all at 


once on the main body of the place, which being unprovided 
for a fiege, muft have furrcndcred, and Spinola being cut ofi 
from his provifions, muft confequently have abandoned the 
fiege of Ofiend. At laft, however, Spinola made an attempt 
upen prince Maurices army, but without effect, and without 
relaxing in his operations before OJlcnd, which were farther 
advanced by him in a few weeks than they had been by his pre- 


deceffors in two years. 


Spinola 


Sluys, which confifted of 4000 men, but emaciated with fa¬ 
mine and ficknefs, capitulated. The reduction of Sluys did 
vaffc honour to the military chara&cr of prince Maurice , but 
raifed fuch an emulation in Spinola , that after the moft amaz¬ 
ing effects of mining and engineering, in which feveral fuc- 
ceffive fets of Dutch governors and officers were killed, the 
furvivors font a meffage, to prince Maurice , for leave to fur- 

anted, and on the soth of September, 


reader. Tai 
1604, Ofi end 


tabling a fiege of three years, which, bcfidcs incredible furns 

#f‘ money, coft the lives of j 00,000 of the braveft troops in 

3 ‘ . Eur.p 



Enrop 

kind. 
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Bat we are now to attend operations of a different 


33ST 


March 


United 


land, the friend and prote&refs of the States of the 
Provinces, though their governors fecretly thought her their 
tyrant. They were ftrangers to the character of her fucceffor, 
James I. which, at his fucceffion to the crown of England , 
was rather favourable, than other wife, in the eye of the pu¬ 
blic. Henry IV. of France knew it better, and endeavoured 


to bring J 


houfeof Aujlria . The 

Barneveldt at its head 


veldt at its head, to co-operate with the French ambaf- ? tateS 
the marquis de Rofnt , afterwards the famous duke of Sully ; to 


Aremberg 


archduke Albert , who had now no hope of iflue by Ifabella, j 
and confequently his dominions were to revert to the crown of 
Spain. James gave a favourable reception to tl 


her fuc 
ctffor, 


Ron 


affairs 


He 


’-— - / y y / (j - - -- Q # 

a Scotch gentleman, to raife 2000 men in Scotland, for the fer- 
vice of the confederate States ; he affigned to them a confider- 


Henry 
gainft Sp 


The deputies of 


fub million, and laid be¬ 
fore him the expences they had been at in equipping a ftrong 
ftjuadron of fhips, then lying in the Downs , at the requeft of 
his predeceffor. Though James returned only general anfwers 
to their applications, yet it is certain the Englijh and Scots 
auxiliaries were the chief inftruments of prince Maurice's 


Spa 


!■ 


biafs 


difcover 


pofe was already arrived in England from that king, and the 

archduke. This occafioned tne States giving James fome 

marks of difrefpeft, which he refented, and which at laft 

manifefted their ingratitude, particularly their affronting his 

general, Sir Francis Vere, who, thereupon, left their fer- 
vice. 

John de Velafco, conftable of Cajlile, was at the head of the 
Spanijh deputation, and he demanded at firft, that the Englijh 
mould break off all communication and commerce with the 


United Provinces 


for 


offered 


tty towns, provided they were put into his matter's hands. 
The Englijh plenipotentiaries Teemed not to difcourage this 
propofal, if their fubie&s were 


admitted to a {hare 


iJhWefl 


This was rejected 


Spaniards , but the peace was at laft concluded, in terms which 
left the honour of James entire, as to any imputation from the 
Dutch, of breach of faith, though it is certain, that by fome 


{hewed 


Z 


2 


pendence 
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pcndence of the States upon England, and to force them if 
he fhould think proper, from their warlike fytlem. ’ 

The war After the reduction of Oflend , which was now a heanof 
continued mins, where fcarccly the veftige of a fortification remained 

Spinola repaired to Spain, and perfuaded that king to a new 
plan of operations, by carrying the war acrofs the Rhine, in. 
Head of attacking the Hollanders on the fide of Zealand. Spj. 

all the honours and powers he could 

/p, with large fums of money for paying his 


71 ola 


after obtaining 

__ O 


troeps, upon his return, found them far gone in a mutiny, 
and that many of them had actually entered into the ferviceof 
the confederate States; the power of the archduke, through 
his poverty, being now defpicable among all parties. The 
money Spinola brought along with him reclaimed 
their duty, and his 


them to 

activity, .with his high reputation, foot 
put him at the head of a formidable army. The prize of war 
was now difputed in the Low Countries , between the two 
i • grer.tefl generals of their age, prince Maurice, and Spinola, who 

a>vj nnr.ee ? i i . .° 1 -i.... 1 _ & • ■ • r r .. cv e . 

opamjh 

Han troops. 

in the execution, through no fault of his own. 


between 

Si i.'T'dtt 


Mauri c '. 


ed 


- — — - — — - ^ ^ UUU it ,• 

Maurice attempted to furprize Antwerp, but fail. 

. 1 i *- t c i • 

ne rhea 

. attempted to carry the war into Flanders, that he might dii- 
concci t Spinola s plan, but he was every where counteracted 


by that able general. 


iferfiveart , which obliged Mai 


Sp 


large detachment towards the Rhine. Spinola 
abandoned his propofcd operations, and in a mod mafteily 

_ . ’ul. ./•*>/» n* 1.1 Tk I • • i ' 


7 


an 


In his 


intention of traverfing the dutchy of Clevcs, and attacking the 
provinces of Friejland and Ovcryjfel, which by an unai 
able fatality had been left uncovered by the States. 
march through Clcves, his difeipline was fo cxa£f and regular, 
that he extorted praife even from his enemies, and with great 

ild march to their relief, 
he feized Linguen, and many other places of importance in 
OveryjjcL If Spinola committed any fault during this expedi¬ 
tion, it was Ins being too follicitous in fecuring his retreat, in 
cafe he fhould be beat in the field. Upon the arrival of prince 


Maur 


Maurice in 0 very ([cl, the prog refs 


Spinola 


Orevati- 
ons by fea 


but the prince failed in an attempt to furprize the Spanifu 
army, in which the lofs was pretty equal on both fides. The 
victory, however, certainly fell to Spinola , for he loon after 
befieged and took TVachtendonck. 

Thofe two great men were not only fimilar in their martial 
genius, but in their political fituations ; for each had enemies 
with their rcTpeccive principals. The court of Spain was pre¬ 
vailed upon by thofe of Spinola, to retard the payment of his 

Spaniff) Netherlands would con- 


troops 


tribute nothing towards paying his army ; both which circum- 
fhinces, rendered it every hour liable to frefh mutinies. Prince 

ftiii more undcfirable lituation, being not 

cujIj 


Maurice was in 
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cn ]>; diflrufted, but controuled by the States deputies in all his 

and an unfucccfsful attempt he made 


3 4 * 


operations 


upon 

The 


had permitted his fubjecls, both by lea and land, 
the fervice of that.crown, and of the archduke, ; 


Gucldrcs , threw him under hill farther difadvantages. 

Dutch commerce this year, was carried to an inconceivable 
height. They had made vaft captures of Spanijh and Portu- 
gusze fhips in the Eafl Indies , and the flops which arrived in 
their ports this year, were more rich and numerous than thofe 
of the preceding. James, fince the late treaty with Spain, 

r • i i • r i • r\ fit r * i i . 1 • 

to enter into 
and had cyen 

fuffered them to raife levies in his dominions. The Engli/h 
harbours were, by the late treaty, open equally to Spanijh and 
Dutch blips; but the Dutch , without any regard to that, 
treated all Engiijh (hips which were in the fervice of the 
poniards, or the archduke, as enemies. A fleet of tranfports, 
with troops on board for Spinola , were intercepted coming 
from Lifion, by the Dutch , who funk five of them and drove 
the other fve into the harbour of Dover, and even there the 
Dutch admiral proceeded to hoftilities. James affeched to re¬ 
lent thofe violences, but the States General .defended them- 
felves under the plea, that - mod of the tranfports were Eng¬ 
iijh, and therefore ought not to be employed in that fervice. 

The difregard of the States towards Janies was cncreafed, James T„ 


by his giving leave to count Arundel of War dour, to com- favours 
mand a regiment of 1500 Englifh, and the lord Plume ;ooo the Spa- 
Scats, in the archduke’s fervice. The Dutch treated the Dun- wards. 
l.irk privateers, of whatever nation they were, as pirates, by 
hanging them up as foon as they were caught, and juftified 
themfelves by the law of nations ; and the States General , 
through Henry 17 . of France , knew that the friendfhip of 
James was now held cheap at the court of Spain. In the be¬ 
ginning of the year 1606, the frugality of the provincial de- 1606. 
putics of the confederates refufed to raife the fums necefl'ary 
for terminating the war in their favour; while Spinola, who 
had conquered all oppontion at the court of Spain , was fo 
plentifully fupplied with money, that had he not been pre¬ 
vented by a fever which feized him, and the dilatory pro¬ 
ceedings of the Spaniards, he would, probably, that year 
have given a conflderabie, if not a fatal, blow' to the indepen¬ 
dency of the confederate States. Spinola having'recovered, 
took the field with two armies well provided in every refpe< 5 t. 

One commanded by himfclf, confuting of 12,000 foot and 
2eoo horfe, and the .other headed by Buqoy , of ic,ooo foot 
and i:ro horfe. Maurice, though inferior in numbers, 
fruftrated many of Spinola 's fchemes, but could not prevent 
him from taking Grol and Rhimberg. 

After thofe conqueft 

from Spain, ei 


d 


conquefts, the difappointment of remittances Sp'nola 
•eated frefli difeontents in Spincld ’s army, 2000 diihefc 
ct whom 'actually marched towards Breda , where they were for mo >. tv, 
fure of being protected. Maurice endeavoured to avail him- 
felf of this mutiny, but through the vigilance of Spinola , he 




w 
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failed 
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failed in an attempt he made to retake GW, and his prudent 
backwardnefs to fight Spinola , who relieved the place, aug¬ 
mented the clamour of his enemies again!!: his conduct and 


defigns. It happened, fortunately for Maurice , that the 
mutinous fpirit which ftill continued in Spinola’s army, obliged 
him to difeontinue his operations, and to return to Brum 
where his perfonal credit and character with his troops, were 
fo great, that he perfuaded them, on promifing that they 
jfhould be fpeedily paid, to return to his ftandards; but the 
court of Spain not enabling him to difeharge his engagements 
he comforted himfelf with the reflection, that Maurice was 
under the like difficulty, and from the like caufes \ and thus 
the campaign ended. 

The indigence of the court of Spain was owing in a great 
meafure to the numerous captures at fea by the Dutch , who 
s intercepted and deftroyed their fleets coming from the Eejl and 
Weji Indies . The Spanijb admiral, by his matter’s orders, 

. hanged, by way of reprizal, all the Dutch feamen he took. 
This brought on a war, that was advantageous to neither 
party, but by the ruin of the other. The Spaniards fuffered 
their richeft {hips to be funk or blown up, rather than they 
ihould fall into the hands of the Dutch , whofe admiral, Hcu- 
tain , with their grand fleet, was difappointed in an attempt 
he made upon the Caracca flota in the Tagus , and was prepar¬ 
ing to return home, when he difeovered eight capital galleons 
bound for Spain. On their being attacked by Hautain , fix of 
them efcaped, and two perifhed upon the rocks, without be¬ 
ing of any fervice to the Dutch. After this, Hautain s fqua- 
dron was reduced to thirteen fail by a ftorm ; but a new booty 
appeared of eighteen Spanijb galleons, under Don Faifardo , 
efcorted by nine men of war. The greatnefs of the booty 
animated the Dutch. Clajfcn , one of their admirals, being 

befet by five of the enemy’s {hips, and reduced to a wreck, 
chofe to blow it up, with its brave crew of foldiers and fai'ors 
rather than fall into the hands of the Spaniards ; and Hautain , 
being unable to continue the fight, the Spaniards proceeded on 
tbeir voyage. 

The vail remittances that Philip received from the Weft 
Indies , could neither difeharge his debts nor his engagements, 
and he began now to give way to pacific councils towards the 
United Provinces', it being more eligible for Spain , that they 
{hculd remain independent, than that they fhould put 
thenifclves under the protedlion of the houfe of Bourbon , 
which mull have been the cafe, had they been rendered def- 
perate. Thofe fentiments were cherifhed by the archduke, 
his wife, and Spinola himfelf; and it now appeared that the 
principal difficulties of a peace arofe from the Dutch traders, 
who had made immenfe fortunes by war. Commifiioners ar¬ 
rived at the Hague , from the archduke, to propofe a congrefs; 
but they were received by the States deputies in fo difeourag- 
'ng a manner, that they returned to Bvujfels without opening 

4 their 


) 
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tkir inftru&ions. They renewed their applications, bat in 
the beginning of the year 1607, the archduke’s deputies were 1637. 
informed by the States, that they would enter into no new ne¬ 
gotiation of peace, in which their independency was not efta- 
Ijjflied as a preliminary. _ One Ncyen , an ecclefiailic, was by 
the archduke employed in renewing the negotiation, but was 
unable to get over that obftacle, though his perfonal intereft: 
was very great with the States. The reader may eafily form a 
judgment of the arguments made ufe of by both Tides on this 
occaiion; it is therefore neediefs to repeat them. The firmnefs 
of the States prevailed ; and Ncyen was fent back with full 
power to treat with them as a free {late, over whom, neither 
the king of Spain nor the archduke had any fovereignty ; 
provided his propofals were accepted in eight days. On the 
13th of March , and the 24th of April, the point of fovereignty 
was adjufted, and agreed upon by both parties. The confe- 
quence was, that a fufpenfion of arms for eight months was 
publilhed on both Tides, without either the kings of France or 
England knowing any thing of the matter, and a congrefs was 
appointed for a definitive treaty 3 but in the mean while, limits 
and boundaries were fettled. 

The kings of France and England, though nettled at this Progrefs 
great event, agreed to fend ambafladors to the future congrefs. and dif5- 
James, at the lame time, reproached the minifters of Spain, for cuhies of 
their having kept him fo long in the dark, and they were a- the nego- 
fhamed to juftify the archduke in what he had done. Thefprings nation, 
of the negotiation, on the part of the States, foon appeared. 

The States, though fond of wealth, were afraid, left the con¬ 
tinuance of the war fhould render prince Maurice, who was 
already ftadtholder of four of their provinces, their fovereign. 

Their jealoufy of the power of France encreafed in proportion, 
as their dread of the houfe of Avjiria declined. England, it is 
true, might ftill have been formidable to them, through 
the great debt they owed her, and her being in poffeflion of 
the cautionary towns; but they knew the pufillanimity of 
James too well to fear him. The pacific part of the States 
General, therefore, met with their chief oppofition from 
prince Maurice, anu the Orange family, whofe intereft it was 
that the war {hould be continued, and they puzzled every ftep 
of the negotiation. The party for peace chofe Barneveldt the 
penfionary and chief magiftrate of Holland, the wiieft: and 
worthieft man of the confederacy, to be their head ; and at 
laft, a declaration, confirming what the archduke had done, 
came over from the court of Spain ; but it was objefted to, 

011 the part of the States, and a copy of one more precife, 
was given by them to Verreiken , the archduke’s ambafiador, 
as being what they required. This copy was dictated by the 
influence of the Orange faction, and contained articles re¬ 
lating to religion, which bade fair to flop all farther proceed¬ 
ings. Various other expedients were practifcd by the Orange 
faction, to embarrafs the treaty ; and the German emperor pre- 
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tended, that as the United Provinces had formerly belonged 
to his empire, they ’could not be declared free without This 
confent; but this claim was treated by the States with con¬ 
tempt. 


In the mean while, the king of Spain’s ratification of what 
had been concluded on, arrived at the Hague \ and notwith- 
ftanding the oppofition made by the houfe of Orange, on a:, 
count of fo me omiftions, it was voted by the States to be 

,• . > < .*■ « v > i » 


a fufticicnt ground for a definitive treaty. By this time, the 
term of the armiftice was expired, and the archduke re¬ 
quired that it ihould be prolonged for a month, and at the 
time, he nominated his plenipotentiaries for the congrel: 


t the fa 




me 

the 


chief of whom was Spinola nimfelf. They arrived at the Harm 


m 

the 


be 

by 




appointed by fix of the provinces, to confer with the Sfmifo 
do Duties ; but the interefis of Holland were committed to 


deputies ; t 
par nevelat ; 


Par rave lat ; and before the conferences were opened, the 
Dutch deputies obtained a formal acknowledgment, that they 
were treated with, as reprefenting a free and an independent 
State. After various points had been given up bv the Spanijh, 


try i 


and the archduke's deputies, the Dutch demanded, that they 
Ihould either have liberty to trade with both the Indies after a 
peace was fettled, or during the time that the truce Ihould he 
concluded for, or that the war might continue on the other 
fide of the tropics, though a peace Ihould be agreed upon on 
this fide. The Dutch deputies Hood cut fo firmly for having 
one or other of thefe conditions granted, that the Spaniards 
would have then broken oft" the treaty had it not been for 
the moderation of Spinc-la. At la ft a truce for a number of 
years was propofed, but that the independency of the States 
ihould be acknowledged by Spain , even after its expiration. 
Prince TAaurice was afraid that this condition would be agreed 
to, and did all he could to interrupt the negociation ; but his 

moft nomilar arguments arofie from certain articles, with 




rruf. 


moft popular arguments arofie from certain articles, with 
which it was clogged by the Spaniards in favour of the Rerun 
catholic religion. 

Thcfe altercations employed the deputies fo long, that, at 
pcci.v.io” Hft, the conferences actually broke oft*. The Spaniards en- 

** __U.' _ 1_2?._ L 1,:_ • - ' ' 


t- 


open, in very 


fh*o» 


Hong 


terms, the ambition or prince Manna 


rj . 

■I / j /i 4 


?/• t 


snd the Orange family. Beth parties appealed to the pros; 
the life of Bumevddi was threatened, and it y/as only at the 
earneft requeft of the deputies that he returned to the affembly 
of the States. When he refumed his feat, his arguments and 
eloquence were fo irrefiilable, that all the provinces, excepting 


gcaland, agreed to 


ccept of a truce for twelve years j but ia 

fci$ 
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' n .>b diJ difputes run, that the finishing hand was not put to 
tiic' negotiation till the 9th of April , 16-: 9. 1609. 

The'tcdioufncfs of this negociation difcovcred the original and the 
of the conftitution of the United Provinces , in the need- Slates de- 


jjty they were under of being unanimous in their public rc- dared an 
folutinns. Zealand had oppoied the negociation becaufe it was in-serend- 



favn’s name, renounced 



of fovereignty over the 
fates. Each party was to poli'efs, during the truce, what 
they then held, A general amnefty, on both Tides, was ftipu- 
hted, and a freedom of trade by lea and land, eonfequenily 
in the Indies , was eftablifhed. By other articles of the treaty, 
the reciprocal commercial duties to be paid on both iides 
were id tied. The heufe of Orange , prince Maurice in parti¬ 
cular, was nobly rewarded by the States for their fervices in 
the caufe of public liberty and the head of it, and Philip now 
reentered into poffeluon of his patrimonial eftates in Purrundv 


. P° 

nr.a the Spanifo Netherlands. 


fhe Hifioty of the United, Provinces 


BOOK 


III. 


URING 

pofal 


p ac 1 


'pai 


ns 


Dutch loft no opportunity of diftrefiing the SpaniJJ) of thepre- 

t • • 1 • 1 ^ « t- r /■ 1 1 • 


kdia company that was to trade to Africa . and fug gelled the 
i:rft idea of an African company in England. Their famous 
remind Hcmfolrk attacked a rich Spanifo fleet in the bav of 
(iibrrdLv •, and lofmg his life in the engagement, he was fuc- 
cecdc 1 by Verhoef. another brave commander, who killed the 


mcr 


i 




t 

1 


ami the garrifon of Gibraltar , fo that no part of it ivll into 
the hands cf the Dutch. r I'he ocean was now covered with 
•Icir fleets arid armaments, and the period between the year 
560 to that of iScg is, perhaps, the mofr remarkable in hif- 
tory, upon many accounts, all which took their rife from the 
revolt of the United Provinces , rill then containing but a fmall 
J :wl despicable portion of territory, ft'he arts or’ commerce, 
navigation, and war by lea and land, were now brought to a 
perfection which, perhaps, they have not fince exceeded. 
Minina ties of learning were founded and flourilhed in the 


Gr.ted Provinces , amidft the horrors of war ; new countries 
w ’ ei <2 explored ; new channels of trade were opened ; the Losv 
Guntnes was the fchool in which the mold illuftiious pupils 

fom all parts of Europe were litted for the fervice of their 

own 
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own countries, in the field ; nor was their education thought 
compleat till they had borne arms under either a Spanijh or a 
Dutch general. This concourfe of noble perfonages from dif¬ 
ferent quarters had a confiderable effedl in foftening the man¬ 
ners and diffipating the prejudices which the feveral nations of 
Europe had, till then, againft one another; but, on the other 
hand, the return of fo many experienced officers to their 
feveral courts and countries had afterwards a fatal effeft 
upon the quiet of Europe. 


Obligati- As the Dutch are by no means famed for national gratitude 
ons of the their hiftorians have carefully concealed that the acquifition of 
Dutch 10 their independency and tranquillity was owing chiefly to the 
J^mes I. fteadinefs of James I. It appears from unquestionable autho¬ 
rities, that Spain had negociated fo effectually with Henry IV. 
of France , that he advifed the States to conclude a truce with¬ 
out any direct acknowledgment of their independency, and I 
this meafure was ftrongly inforced by the prefident Jeannin I 
to the States. James continued the firm friend of their indc -1 
pendency, notwithstanding the tempting baits thrown out to I 
him by Spain. This conduct of France had encouraged the! 
Spaniards more than once to retraCt the acknowledgment of I 
the independency of the States , and that they obtained it at I 
laft through the generous friendfhip of James is proved by his I 
concluding in the year 1608 two treaties with the States , the fl 
fubftance of which we {hall here give, though omitted by I 
Dutch hiftorians. ^ I 

Contents By the firft article of the firft treaty, all treaties between I 
of two the two parties were confirmed. By the fecond, James en -1 
treaties gaged to furnifh 20 {hips from 300 to too tons, well vi&uailed I 
between armed and manned, and 6,000 foot, with 4,000 horfe, to be I 
them. paid by him, and employed againfi; any power whatfoever who I 

Ihould difturb their peace with Spain , in cafe it {hould take! 
place. By the third article, the expence of thole auxiliaries! 
was to be defrayed within five years after the war was finifhed. I 
By the fourth article, James engaged himfelf, inftantly, to I 
furnifh his affiftance, if the parties attempting to break the I 
peace could not be prevailed with by fair means to defift ini 
three months after they were required fo to do. By the fifth 
article, the States General are bound, in cafe James is attack¬ 
ed, to affift him with the fame number of {hips of the like 
force, 4,000 foot, and 300 cavalry, and the like terms are 
ftipulated for their re-payment. By the other articles, this 
treaty was to be perpetual j nor was either party to make 
peace with the aggrcfl'or without the confent of the other; nor 
was the treaty to be prejudicial to the defenfive one made be¬ 
tween the States and the king of France. 

By the other treaty, concluded between James and the 
.States at the fame time, it was agreed, that the liquidated 
debt of 818,408 / {Idling {hould be defrayed by the Statist 
half yearly payments of 30,0:0/, and all the privileges « 
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the EngHJh merchants in the United Provinces were to be in¬ 
violably confirmed. 

James drew many reproaches upon hiinfelf not only from 
Spain, but France , on account of this treaty, and for fome 
time he was addreffed by the Dutch, as being their only fup- 
port and dependence. But the return of tranquillity had al- 
moft ruined the Dutch, whofe independency was born, and 
vvhofe glory flourifhed amidft the tumults of one of the moft 
confuming wars that hiftory can produce. 

They began now to be inferred with pride and ambition $ JhtDutch 
their independency infpired them with infolence towards intermed¬ 
dle other fovereign powers of Europe, and impelled by the die in the 
princes of Orange, they took part in their quarrels. The nffairs of 
reader, in the foregoing hiftory of Germany, will find a detail Germany, 
of the difputes concerning the fucceflion to the dutchies of but mif- 
Cleves and Juliers, and the conduCt of the Dutch in that af- carry and 
fair. Prince Maurice , at the head of their troops, took and are hum- 
garrifoned Juliers ; but the more mafterly operations of Spi- bled. 
tula (whofe mafter, the archduke, thought that their conduct 
was an infraction of the neutrality) in taking Wcfel , obliged 
them to feek to return to a good underftanding with their new 
ally, who had now opened a way into their provinces. They 
were obliged to have recourfe to the mediation of England 
and France, and to make the moft abjeCt fubmiflions to Albert 
before he would admit them to a reconciliation. The truth 
is, they had been drawn, with fome reluCtance, into the war, 
by the overbearing authority of Maurice ; and their moft fen- 
fible members were not forry that he was mortified, though 
it was through the fides of the States. The aflaffination of 
Henry IV. of France probably faved the houfe of Aujlria at 
this time,' and occafioned a great turn in the affairs of Europe , 
but did not alter the fteady conduCt of James towards the 
States , who had now a more dreadful enemy to contend with 
than ever, we mean civil diffention, which lecretly arofe from 
ambition and revenge, but publickly from the moft abfurd 
and ridiculous motive, the controverted and infcrutable points 
of religion. 

The profefiional chairs in the univerfities of the United Origin of 
Provinces, fince their foundation, had been filled generally by Armenian* 
CalvinJls. One James Armenius , a Hollander, getting poflef- ifminHoi*. 
fionof the divinity chair at Leyden, taught the do&rine of free l&nd* 
agency, which was confidered as a fchifm in the church of 
Holland. As no difputes are more cruel than thofe of religion, 
the fubje&s of the States General were foon fplit into two 
parties, the Armenians and the Gomarijls ; fo called from Go- 
tnarus, another profcffor, who taught predeftination. Barne - 
veldt, in his private opinion, was a Gomarift , and prince Mem - 
rtce an Armenian ; but Armenianifm being efpoufed by the moft 
fenfible and refpeCtable members of the States , and Gomarifm 
by the clergy and common people; prince Maurice headed 
the Gomarijls , as Barngveldt the Armenians , though each acted 
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‘limony 

pecially 


*n dirca contradiction to his private opinion, i lie an 
and biiternefs with which the dilute was carried on, cf; 
hv the Gonmrjls, foon affefied the civil government. Grotm 

; cflius , both of them celebrated author?, wrote admirably j 
favour or the Armenians . j dines I. and the archbifhop of 

with great zeal, and fupported 
in a fhort time, the difpute came to be po- 


and V 


javuuj ut 

Canterbury, oppofed them 

• * ~r . • . 7 * 


in 


great 


z 


al. 


prince Maurice. - 

litical as well as theological, and tne forms or tne republic 

added to its misfortunes. Each city pofTdung within itfclf 
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fi.led with independent powers, punifhed or protected either the Arm- 

ills , as the pi 
. till the 


religious 

tliiputes. affected towards eichci 


Hollan. 


with the profeffors and difciples of both. Among the Go- 
marijls were a great number cf French and German proteftants, 
who had imbibed, even to enthufiafm, an averfion towards 
Spain ; and prince Maurice , well knowing the drafts of pa- 
pular clamour, encouraged them in declaring that the Arm- 

i f A* ^ ^ ^ — a A # a A * V !• / \ V t f 4 I A ^ I* ft /A %% ^ 


mo 

th 


7/*:r, whofe principles were more moderate, were friends to 
...at court, and enemies to the liberty of their country. Mat¬ 
ters foon came to fuch a head, that the military power inter- 
pefed. Prince Maurice was befriended by 'James ; he was at 
the head of the army, and he was fine of the people, who 
were every where rebelling againft, and deponng, their Arme¬ 
nian magi Urates and fubftituting others in their room, fo as 
to feeure a majority in the States Genera!. In thofc violences 


protefted 


and 


encouraged 


they were ,- _ ... , . . 

whofe conduct on this occafion was inccfenlible. 


by prince Maurice , 


Their fa¬ 
tal effects 
on the 
public 
peace. 


lr, the populous city of Utrecht , the people di(placed their 

** * II . . J 4 « ^ 11 # # I 1 .« 


rates, and fecimrd to be actuated by no principl 


c 


but 


fuj-y .... tii.de the civil power. 'Fheir tumults ran (o high, that 
yA.v.cc’ A'lnariee and deputies fiom the States repaired to their 
ckv, but they could not obtain n hearing, and were expelled 
out of it with jonominy. The Uirechters were confuted for 


ondu.'i bv the States General , but this feemed only to cn- 

^ in 1/1 1 1 ! 1.. .T 

crease their Jury, ana 


4 U • . 
1 i i . J 


tl 


. ._ Slates , at lalt, ordered a body of 

trace >s to in veil their city. This reduced the rioters to order; 
‘ made their fubmiffions to the States General \ their ma- 

pofed, and tranquillity was reftored to the 


t * • / 

^ } 

ft:.11 uljs w ere a.,- . * . . 

This did not continue iong; the people formeu a con- 

but it was dilco- 

hcads'nov/ lug- 

ceiled doubts of a new and more dangerous kind. It was 


fpiraev to become mailers of the garrilon, bi 

vered, prevented, and puniflied. Some buly h 

ceiled doubts of a new and more dangerous 
debated, how far the civil power had a right to reilrain citncr 

^ 1 1 * 1 _ _. J mV. 


tne tout 
termedd 


... This partly arofe from a 
that the States iho u 1 J enact 


propofition made by Barnceecidt, that the States ftiould eiiau 
certain ecciefiafiical laws, which would have given a mortal 

blow to the authority and intereft of the Grange faction,. and 

• « /• 1 /r v _ . . 4 • t r .1 f A 


it reauired all the abilities and power of prince Maurice to 
prevent his project fio:n taking place, fine two parties a- 

now loft their names; that of trie At nicnuim were 

moi.rj*^> 


par 

called 


re 
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and 


‘/is contra- rcmcnft rants 


monflaants. 

This change of denominations teemed to re-kindle their ani- 

jnotities. The venerable character, the diftnterefted conduct, Farm. 

the wifdom and moderation of Barneveldt , continued to ba- cr -' e ' ir ' t 

heads the 



alibis power in aggrandizing it, provided he could do it con- P rmcef 
iillently with the duty he owed his country. Maurice , after Maurice 
this, had recourfe to the mod profound diffimulation, and the Go- 

oderate propofals for a marijlt, 

: the fame time he was 
1 e contra-remonftrants. 



7 




made it a matter of confci- 


mc-ditatin 

though th- y __.—. 

nutansi who lived among th 
cnee to exterminate the remonftrants. Volumes of treat!fes, 
and thoufands of pamphlets, were every day publifhed on 
each fide of the cpieftion. The States-, with Barneveldt at 
their head, continued to labour with indefatigable modera- 

I « 11 1 « % , • ^ 

tion 
pride 


but all their endeavours came to nothing, through the 
and obftinacy of divines and difputants, and the fe- 
cret practices of the hotife of Orange. The demagogues of 
faftion dire&cd their moft envenomed fhafts a gain it Barne¬ 
veldt , whom they accufed of treafon -towards his country. 
The nobles and magi ft racy of Holland were treated with equal 


feurriiity, and it was now plain, that the liberty of the prefs 
was the root of all the liccutioufncfs that had engendered and 
fomented the public commotions. 

A people whole government, like that of Holland , had M, 


ivinv.nce 


been founded upon reftftance to their former fovereigns, could nrevails. 
rot eafily adopt any idea of limiting that reftftance in the cafe r 


Barneveldt /hewed the neceftity 
public law a gain ft libels and fc- 


of their prefent n i c. s! 1 2 «OS 9 ^ 

ot this, and of enacting fom 
ditious publications. He was oppofed by the magiftrates cf 
Amjierdam upon the principle we have hinted at, and though 
by the dint of reafon and eloquence he afterwards obtained 
lucha law, yet it never was put in execution, and feme towns 
even refufed to receive it. Prince Maurice thought it was 


Makes at¬ 
tempts on 


now time to declare himfelf without the referve be bad before 
a Heeled. The populace of Ainjlzrdam had treated the remon- 
Hrants in a moft atrocious manner, 'without their being able to 
procure any redrefs for their wounds. Maurice , finding tl: 
nrft town of the confederacy declare fo openly in his favou., 
ordered a French contra-rcmonftrant preacher to be introduced the liberty 
into the French chapel at the I/a This ftop, with the of his 

high declarations of the prince, intimidated the ftates of Hel- country. 
laud from cxcrcifmg their authority, and both they and Bar- 
nroclat were fo grolsly infultcd, that they were forced to im¬ 
plore the protection of the prince, which was refufed. tftem, 
they endeavoured, according to the original plan of their 


conltitution, by their own authority, to er.vrcr.fv the ; r 


irnor.l" 
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and garrifons for their prote&ion, but were intimidated by 
Maurice , who declared, that he would look upon fuch a pro¬ 
ceeding, to be an invafion of his rights, as governor of the 
province, and in contempt of the remonftrances of the 
magiftrates, he feized upon Brill , and foon after upon Delf 

and Scbeidam. 

This violent and illegal proceeding was equally detrimental 
to the intereft, as the reputation, of Maurice , becaufe the moll 
fcrunulous now could have no doubt, that his true intention 

r i* i _:_ J 


rate provinces. The magiltrates ot L,eyaen , naeriem , l organ, 
and other towns, prepared either to divert him from his de- 

« r n i _mr. 


Holland . 

The magiftrates of Leyden , Haerlem 


lign, or to refill: his attempts. 


He new moaenea tne magi 


Nimeg 

Gttelderland for i 


fhort 


Barns- 
veldt at* 
taches 


tions between the civil and military power; his lword gave 
law to the conftitution of Holland , where he was refolved to 
obtain a majority of the States , that he might reach Barn- 
veldt’s head. That patriot was fo much affe&ed by the pro- 
fpe£t of the ruin of that liberty, which he had afiifted in 
eftablilhing, that he was feized by a fever. Upon his recovery, 
he begged his difmiffion from his office; but being prevailed 
upon by the States to keep it, he feemed to redouble his afli- 
duity in the public fervice; and by the affiftance of the French 
ambafiador. Manner^ he reftored tranquillity to the States of 
Holland , by eftablilhing a general toleration in matters of re¬ 
ligion. But it is proper in this period of ourhiftory, topre- 
mife certain facts, that the fubfequent part of it may be the 

better underftood. .... 

From what we have already faid, it is plain, that prince 

Maurice attempted to render himfelf mafter of Holland 
Dutch 


France, 
and whv. 


...v .. r _ Barneveldt and its other patriots, might 

rn eafily have bid him defiance, had they attached themfelves to 
England inftead of France ; and they had many reafons, beiides 
thofe of gratitude, for purfuing fuch a meafure; but they 
confidered England now as the rival of their trade, and, dw* 
if they required her prote&ion, they rauft fubmit to her dic¬ 
tates, in the only object that made even independency delir- 
able to them. They had no rivalfhip of this kind to dread 
from jFrance, whofe fituation was more convenient for their 
protedion, than even that of England ’, pofleffed as they were 
of a great fea force; and by cultivating the friendlhip ot 
France , they promoted their commerce, and had a far more 
ready and advantageous vent for their manufactures and com¬ 
modities, than they could have by their conneaions wim 
Great Britain. Such were the real motives of the two parties 


> 
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the French and the Orange , that were now formed m tne 
Dutch government; but little did their patriots then ioreiee, 
♦Hat a rimp would come, when the houfe c 


Aiijlria had ever 
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Maurice propofed to the States , at Overyjfe /, that a national Mau • 
fynod Ihould be held; but he was now too much fufpeCled by / 
the States of Holland, to be attended to, as formerly. He J . 

continued to be fupported and countenanced by Carlcion, the f d u 
ftiglijh mini Her, and the attacks upon Barneveldt’s perfon and X vhich i 
reputation being renewed, that great man condefeended to Oppo f e d 
vindicate himfelf in print, by an admirable apology for his by the 
own conduct, in a Hate that ought to have ereCted flatues to § f;ites 

his honour, even before his death. .He was anfwered only by Q^neral 
railing accufations, which raifed fuch a fpirit in the States of 
Holland, that they direCtly attacked Maurice ’s conduCl, and 
laid before him the late attempts that had been made upon their 
liberties, and advifed him in very fpirited terms to deflft from 
fuch for the future, to reftore their conftitution to its original 
principles, and to redrefs public grievances; but above all, to 
relinquilh his purpofe of calling a national fynod, which they 
faid, was inconfiftent with the terms of the union of Utrecht . 

The prince employed fome of his furious ignorant divines to 
anfwer this remonftrance, which they did ; but their reafoning 
was expofed, and dellroyed by the excellent pen of Grotius. 

Various were the proposals for accommodation; but all of 
them were defeated by the obftinacy of Amjlerdam, which, in 
conjunction with Zealand, Groningen, and Friejland, was ri- 
vetted to the interell of prince Maurice, and infilled upon a 
national fynod ; but were firmly oppofed by the council of 
State, which very juftly refented the difregard which the 


fhewn 


He had no re- 


courfe but the fword to carry his point of ere&ing himfelf 
the fovereign of the United Provinces. His fuperior power 
prevented them from augmenting their guards and garrifons. 


infilled upon that meafure. 


them 


He, and the States of Holland, had audiences before the fj; s 
States. General on that fubjeCl, but this ferved only to acceler- putes with 
ate his ambitious projects, and to enforce his fcheme of a na- States 
tional council, where he was fure to carry his point. The n f u.i 


deputies < 
waited up 
oppofition 
defence. 


Holland 


, though convinced of his intentions, { an ^ m 
Utrecht . where he had met with a fevere 


defence. He had recourfe to arms, difarmed them and their 
garrifon, and in effeCf: annulled their privileges in their own 
town-houfe, by abolishing their annual council, and introduc¬ 
ing one of his own ehufing, which, by the plenitude of his 
own power, he declared to be perpetual. Ledemberg, the fe- 
cretary, and faithful fervant of the States , for thirty years, 
was obliged to refign his office, and to fly to the Hague, where, 
by Maurice’s orders, he was arrefted. The lituation of the 
states, at this time, was deplorable, but not lingular. They 


ototes, at this time, was deplorable, but not lingular. They 
oppofed temonllranees, compa&s, provincial and civil privi¬ 
leges. 


t 
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left's, to arms, but in vai 
Utrecht , returned to the i 


in. Prince Maurice having 1 ubt!:: ; J 
Hague , v/here he carried eveiy thj,,,. 


by power, againft authority. Aerfcn tocretary of ttate, u 
man of abilities, was the ready prompter and tool of his am¬ 
bition, before which every thing plied ; and in the month of 
'November, the long eonteRed fynod aflembled at Don. The 
pretexts of the Orange party were fo plaufible, and that of the 
Arminimis fo unpopular, that the fynod of Don opened 
with great fplcndour. Deputies repaired to it from the Sinks 
General , the provincial States of the Seven Provinces , thekiins 
of England and France , the elector Palatine , and almoit all 
the p: oteftant States in Europei The Armenians were cited to 
appear before this fynod, but they declined it, and publifhcJa 
His chief conttitutional vindication of their declinature. 


_ Aerjcns took 

up the pen againlt them, and the popular tide let fo itrongly 
om- againlt the Armenians , that Maurice ventured to imprilbn 
mitred to Barneveldt , Grotius , and their other heads, in the caitle of 


adverfa- 

ries com 

j 


prifon. Louvejlcm. It may be ulelul to the reader to oblerve, that 

from this time the friends of France , in the United Province 
went by the name of the Louvejicin Faction ; nor is either 
their party or their principles extinguiflied tp this day. 

$ a rtie- Even the fteadinefs of the States General was daggered by 

InfPs the nower of Maurice , and thev annointed a commiiiion. the 


i6tc;. 


venerable old patriot for his life. The charge againft him v.-as 
founded upon the fails we have already mentioned, and which 
v/ere conftrued as fo many attempts againft public liberty, and 
for deftroying the tranquillity of his country. All the defence 
his innocence could make was difregarded by the judges, who 
v/ere themfelvcs afraid of being put to death, if they did not 
find him guilty, which they did, and his head was cut off in 
the callle of JPa<?:u\ on the nth of Maw 161 n. 


Hi 


h ctia- 


T 


rafter. 


fo; 


*• 

lii4 


he had fpent in fucccTsful, but laborious, lcrvic 
country. As a patriot, he poilefled virtues both public and 
private, equal, if not fuperior, to any that antient hiitory call 
produce. His early zeal for the independency of his country 
coft him his head, by agreeing to inveft the houfe of Green 
with powers, which he had long forefeen would be converted 
to his deftruction. Maurice , though othervvife a perfon ct 
great moderation and of a molt amiable character i;i nil mat¬ 
ters where ambition was not concerned, rendered himteif 
deteftable even to-many of his own party, by Earucvchtt’s exe- 

Kis ton. whom Maurice had made ... ' ,f 


cution- 


governor ot 

O - . 


op 


that the enmitv which Maurice had conceived againft the oM 
man was confined to his perfon only. As to Grotius , it doss 
not appear, that he was treated v/ith any farther rigour, than 
that of an eafy confinement. This gave his wife an opportu¬ 
nity of furnilhing him with the means of his efcape, whica 

he effected by concealing himfelf in a c’neft, ini toad of tie 

- boe.cs 
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books which he was allowed to read ; and he thereby eluded • 
ihe vigilance of his guard, by the cheft being carried unfearch- 

ed out of the caftle. , 

The Dutch loft no opportunity of improving the breathing Profpe- 
time, which the truce allowed them, for extending and pro- rous ft ate 
tecling their commerce. They were now confidered as a G f the 
powerful and independent ftate, and all Europe felt either their Dutch 
arms or their influence. England might have rivalled them, marine, 
as no age ever produced a race of more hardy enterprizing 
ftnglijh adventurers than this did ; but the difcoveries they un¬ 
dertook were not fufRciently encouraged by their indolent 
court. James , was by Spain , lulled into a ftate of fhameful 
inattention to maritime affairs. It would be doing him great 
injuftice to fay, that under him the trade of England did not 
amazingly encreafe j that he was not even zealous for its profpe- 
rity, and that he did not give it great countenance. But his 
{pint did not fecond his inclinations. His indolence rendered 
him ina&ive. He was fhy of giving umbrage to Spain , or the 
powers of the continent, and, in ftiort, he wanted fpirit to pro¬ 
tect the commerce which he fought to extend, and through 
that failing he omited more than half of what he might 
have effedted. The condudf of the Dutch was the reverfe of 
this. Their {hips of war gave laws from the Baltic to the 
Levant. They forced a trade to the Spanijh Wejl Indies ; and 
befides the inferior flourifhing colonies, which they fettled 
in the Eajl Indies , they railed that of Batavia , which 
was the moft fplendid, as well as the richeft, the moft popu¬ 
lous, and powerful, that any ftate ever founded; and in a 
Ihort time, it outvied, in all thofe refpedfs, their European re¬ 
public. It cannot, however, be diflembled, that the Dutch 
carried the exclufive maxims of trade in thofe countries to 


moft deteftable lengths ; and that they never omited practifing 
fraud, treachery, and the moft atrocious cruelties, to accom- 
plilh their ends. 

The temper of Albert , and that of the court of Spain , at 
this period, were very different. The former, wife, mode¬ 
rate and reffgned, was glad to gain a refpite from war. He 
beheld with amazement the power of the Dutch , and the 


and the 


of the 
court of 


more it grew, the more happy he thought himfelf in being ^ . fj 
able to retain, in their duty, the ten remaining provinces which ^ 


he ftill ruled. Philip , on the other hand, the more the 
Dutch (whom he ftill confidered as rebels) profpered, he 
thought them the more worthy objects of his avarice, ambition, 
and revenge, and though he diffembled his. intention, he was 
daily laying fchemes for reducing them. The time now ap¬ 
proached when the treaty of truce ought to be renewed. 
Pbihp obliged Albert to demand of the Dutch fuch terms, as 
be had exacted in the infancy of their revolt. The Dutch 
merchants beheld the magnificence of Albert’s ambaffador with 
contempt, and the States dil'miffed him with difdain. They 

did not fufiiciently- attend to the means of fupporting this 

Vol. IX. A a fpirit, 


on the other hand, the more the 


Th 


fuppor 
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{pint, however noble it was in itfelf. Prince Maurice conti¬ 
nued at the head of their army, but they beheld him with an 
eye of deteftation and jealoufyhis ranks were thin and his 
troops ill fupplied. Spinola knew his diftrelies, and in 1621, 
the truce being expired; he penetrated into the country 

of Juliers , vi 


Dutch 


Cleves. 


Death of 


The archduke Albert , and Philip III* of Sp 


The 


Siege of 

Ji.rgen- 

op-zoom\ 

bpinola. 


Stances of the court of Spain directed that miniftry to a peace 

with the Dutch’, but the jealoufy fubfifting between the 

States and prince Maurice , encouraged Spinola to periuade the 

archdutchefs, and the council of Spain , to continue the war. 

His motions foon convinced Maurice of his intention, and a 

Scotch officer, one Headerfon , in the Dutch pay, deceived the 

vigilance even of Spinola , by throwing himfelf with 700 men 

into Bergen-op--zoom, but he was killed next day, fighting 

allantly at the head of a fally. The reader, in the hiftory of 

erniany , will find great lights as to the concomitant circum- 

(• -1 • _ _1 n /\f Maurice ^ p,nrf rlifon- 



findin 


» affiftances he expelled from count Mansfield and 

Brunfvjic . It is fufficient here to fay, that the 

Spinola 



tempt upon Bois-le-duc , in which he failed ; but the refiftance 
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Is railed. 
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Netherlands , obliged Spinola 


made by Bergen-op 


fiege, with the lofs of 10,000 of his beft troops 
while, Borgia , the governor of Antwerp 


In the mean 


___ _^ ^ fturdy burghers of Haerlm , 

and *other towns of Overyjfel , drove an army of Spanijb vete¬ 
rans out of that province, with the lofs of their artillery. 
, r Spinola had retired towards Antwerp , where he received rein- 

n forcements, that rendered his army fuperior to that under 
tails in an jnce ]tf aur i ce ^ w ho had by this June reduced Sucnbaj. 


attempt 


Spinola 


nvt rp . 


battl 
cp 


op 


Maxim 


e. 


The latter coolly replied, that he had relieved Bergen- 
„JLand taken Stccnbcrg , the two objects he had in view 
when he took the field, and he was fatisfied. Spinola admired 
the wildom, and equanimity of the prince, who was then 
meditating a blow, which had it fucceeded, muft have ruined 
the Spanijh pofleffions in the Netherlands. This was no leb 
than the furprize of Antwerp , which he propolcd to eltect, bj 
a fea and land armament. The feafon of the year proved un¬ 
favourable to the enterprise. Some of the Dutch mips1 w * 
frozen in, others were fbipwrccked, with the lots ot >\ 

regiments, and the undertaking miicarried. , 

Prince Maurice was uncommonly dejected at tins ,aii ’ 
becaufe he had exprefled himfelf in terms, as if he had been wj. 
of iuccefs. He returned to the Hague , where he narro ^ 
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Barneveldt's grandfons. He had communicated his defign to racy a- 
his brother, who rejected it with horror; but not having dif- gaintthim 
covered it, through fraternal tendernefs, he was beheaded, difcover- 
while the aflaflin efcaped. This confpiracy gave infinite ad- cd and 
vantages to the Gomarijls , who accufed all the feCt of the punifhed. 
Jnninians , as being concerned in it, and the fiames of perfe- 
cution were lighted up afrefh. It was in vain for them to 
make the moll folemn appeals and applications to God and 
their country, concerning their innocence, however, fome 
particular perfons of their perfuafion might be guilty. The 
States of Utrecht declared them rebels to their country, and a 
reward of 600 livres was offered to any one who fliquld fwear 
atreafonable matter againli: them, and lodge his charge, what¬ 
ever the iflue might be, in a public court. The Ar mi mans ap¬ 
plied to the States General , but they durft not attempt to re¬ 
lieve them, becaufe prince Maurice was at the head of the 
perfecution, which a fine apology, compofed for them by 
Grotius, ferved rather to augment than allay the tempeft. Thus 
afetof men, for the original crime of having afferted the dig¬ 
nity, and the free agency of mankind, were by their country 
proferibed from all rights of fociety, and all means of redrefs. 

The rack and the axe had conftant employment, and to be 
thought an Arminian became capital. 

The Dutch commerce, at this time, fuffered feverely from The 
the piratical States of Barbary , who are under the protection Dutch 
of the courts of Conflantinople and France. The Dutch bought make 
a peace with them, and concluded a treaty, by which the peace 
Barbarians afiifted them in interrupting the Spanijb commerce. w j ; h the 
The war in the Low Countries ftill raging, Tilly, at the head States of 
of the catholic Germans , was preparing, by order of the em- Barban\ 
peror (though he had made no formal declaration againft 
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The States took Mansfield and the duke of Brunf- Prepare 
wic again into their pay; they contracted an alliance with for war. 
Bcthlem Gabor , and to avert the impending blow, they made a 
war of diverfion. Gabor a£ted in Hungary , Mansfield in 
Wjlphalia , and the duke of Brunf wic , or as he is called, the 
bilhop of Halber/ladt , upon the Rhine. The reader will find 
in the hiftory of Germany , the meafures taken by the princes 

of the emnire. tn nrevenr the 


empire, to prevent 
feveral armies, who had no pay but plunder, 
bifhop of rlalbcrjladt, but Cooc 
pay by the States General. The 


prodigious ravages of thofe 


Tilly 


t till. 

le Dui 
Lipfiat 


the garrifon of which had committed great ravages upon the 
catholic party. 
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a general history 

The treaty between the Dutch and the States of Barbary was 
foon broken, by the temptation of a fquadron of the Barba¬ 
rians falling in with four Dutch (hips richly laden, three of 
which were taken, after a bloody engagement, and the failors 
of the fourth blew her up. The reader, during the courfe of 
the Dutch hiftory, is to carry one ufeful obfervation in his 
eye which is, that the fubje&s of the United Provinces were 

generally at peace with the powers whom their matters were at 
war with• They traded with the Spanijh ports,. and they even 
fold provifions and ammunition to their armies, fleets and 
garrifons, though befieged by their own countrymen. This 
practice had been fo long carried on, that they thought them- 
felves as fafe in the harbours of Spain and Portugal , as in thofe 
of Holland. They were miftaken, for the Spaniards this year, 
feized ioo of their (hips in their ports. TJis lofs, however, 
was amply repaid, by the prodigious fuccefies of the Dutch in 
the Eajl Indies, where they deftroyed their enemies colonies, 
took or funk 60 of their beft fhips, and fent the plunder 
home to the amount of two millions fterling. In South Ame¬ 
rica they had two fquadrons, one in Brafil, under Wiilekens 
and another under Hermit , who were ordered to penetrate in¬ 
to the Spanijh fettlements. The viceroy of Lima had a far fu- 
perior naval force to Hermit , and was preparing in the ports of 
Callao to purfue the Dutch , when they attacked him with irre- 
littable fury. In an hour’s time eleven of the Spanijh capital 
fhips were deftroyed or taken; that of their admiral being 
blown up with 800 men on board, and that of their vice ad¬ 
miral burnt. The viftory was complete, and Lima mufthave 
furrendered, had not the attack been deferred till next day. 
Wiilekens, in the meanwhile, entered the town of St. halva- 
dor, in the bay of All Saints, and forced the garnfon to fur- 
render. The town was plundered with the mceft fcrutiny of 
Dutch rapine and avarice. A garrifon was placed in it, under 
one colonel Van Dorf, and by hoitting Spamjb colours in the 
harbour, eight rich merchant fhips fell into his hands, beiide* 
great numbers of other captures made by Wiilekens fquadron, 
fo that the Dutch now talked ot the redudion of the Brajih 
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fl-iJl rcfufed to give up the places they held in the dutchies of 
Ckves and Juliets ; and the Dutch did_ the fame, notwith- 
ftanding all the projects of accommodation fet on foot by the 
two competitors, the elector of Brandenburgh and the duke 
of Ncuburgh . The archdutchefs, who ftill continued to jy u „&:,.f. 

qovern the Spanijh Netherlands , galled the Dutch trade by the privateers 
Dunkirk privateers, who were protected by men of war. The trouble- 
latter were attacked by general Lambert , and he loft his life in f ome to 
the engagement, which, though not remarkably fuccefsful, the D utc j } 
curbed the privateers for fome time. The fuccefs of the Dun- trat j e 
jt'irk privateers may be accounted for, by the genius of the 
Dutch, who employed their naval power in making captures 
of very rich prizes upon the coafts of Spain and Portugal 
one of which, belonging to the viceroy of Sicily, yielded them 
150,000 1 . The Dutch , about the fame time, took advantage 
of fome differences fubfifting between the courts of France 
and Spain , in forming nearer connexions with the former, and 
made a new treaty with it, by which French. fubjeXs were to 
be affociated with Dutch in the Raft India trade. They 
concluded, at the fame time, another treaty with James I. 
which extended to the Eajl Indies , and gave them an op¬ 
portunity of committing the moft (hocking barbarities againlt 
the Englijh in thole quarters, which never were fufficiently 
refented by the Englijh government. 

The mention of thole barbarities, naturally leads us to a Maxims 
few obfervations upon their maxims and conduX towards the and bar- 
Englijh in that part of the world. Their adventurers, by their barities o l 
their amazing fagacity, perceived that nothing wasfo effeXual the Date 
to reconcile the natives to their government as iplendid appear¬ 
ances, magnificent guards, attendants, and equipages, and 
above all, a regular, uniform, face of juftice. They culti¬ 
vated thofe particulars with prodigious attention, and gained 
fo much upon the inhabitants, that fome of their princes and 
chiefs, entrufted the company with the education of their 
fons, whom they lent over to Holland , where they were treat¬ 
ed by the prince of Orange with great politenels and tender- 
nefs. This management had a double efteX, for it rendered 
not only the prince of Orange (whom the barbarians believed to 
be king of Holland) their friend, but the States General likewife, 
who thought they could not do enough for the encouragement 
of fo rich, and fo refpcXable a company, compofed of their 
own fubjcXs. From thofe circumftanccs, the reader muft na¬ 
turally believe, that the members of that company were will- 
ingto conceal, even from the States General , the riches of their 
fettlements, and the maxims on which they proceeded, parti¬ 
cularly that of extinguifhing all rivalihip in commerce, efpe- 
cially from the European nations. In 1623, they beheld with {623, 
an evil eye, the fctilcment cf the Englifb in the little illand of 
Amboyna, where the agent of their company refided ; but the at Am- 
Dutch were provided 
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fuffered to live and trade, in confequence of the treaties be. 
tween their company and that of the Dutch. The latter had 
been already guilty of. maflacring, and inhumanly torturing 
the members and agents of the Englijh factory at Lantore ; but 
the fads, though plainly proved, were hufhed up by a 
treaty. The exeeffive hardfhips and extortions which the 
Englijh , who lived in the town, fufFered from the Dutch., who 
commanded in the citadel, occafioned many complaints from 
the former, which were at la ft carried to Europe $ but the 
Dutch now formed a moft horid fcheme of revenge, 
where the They pretended that the Japancje , who were in their pay, 
injjh but were not fufFered to continue in the garrifon all night, 
are" tor- intended to feize the citadel, and fome of them by the force of 
tured and exquifite tortures, confefied, that they had been fet on by the 
put to Englijh. A drunken Englijh furgeon being apprehended, was 
death. put to the like tortures, and faid whatever the judge required 

of him. Upon this, captain Tower fan , the head of the Eng- 
lift) factory, and the other members of it were feized, with all 
their effects, and put in irons. The Englijh in the neighbour¬ 
ing factories underwent the fame fate, and were brought to 
Amboyna. The tortures they feparately underwent exceed all 
defcnpticn. They are too fhocking to be particularized, and 
were too exquifite to be borne- Some of the unhappy wretches 
confefied every thing the Dutch fifcal fuggefted to them, but 
not till their torments became too dreadful to be longer en¬ 
dured. Having finifhed their terrible operations on the rack, 
the prifoners were condemned to death, which many of them 
fuffered, but all of them protefting their innocence. Mr. 
Towerfoij among the reft, was put to death j and th c Dutch 
governor affected to make a public rejoicing, for the difeovery 
and punifhment of the confpirators. Nothing, perhaps, 
could have convinced the public of the barbarity of the Butch 
in this proceeding, fo effe&ually, as the lame apologies they 
made, when the directors of their company were charged with 
it in Europe. But the moft incredible part of the whole is, 
that well authenticated and proved as the horrid tranfaftion 
was, the European Dutch found means to elude giving any 
fatisfa&ion to the fufferers. 


The Sf a - it i s almoft incredible that the Spanijh monarchy, after the 
march re- jmmenfe jofies in the Low Countries , fhould have ftill had re¬ 
new the fources fufficient to enable the archdutchefs to place Spinelam 
war with the head of a ftrenger army, than he had ever yet commanded. 
~ ~ T 1 in a moft defpicable iituation, 
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aimy of the archdutchefs was this year fuppofed to amount to 
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commanded the next, and led it againft the places held by the of B 

Dutch in Juliers , while the third was to form a flying camp, form 
to harrafs the Dutch territories, under one Lagunas. The 
army of the States confifted of no more than 13,0:0 foot and 
4000 horfe, who under prince Maurice , were to oppofe Spi~ 
n6 ] a and 18 troops of dragoons, with 6000 foot, who, under 
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Henry of Najfau, were to cover the Dutch 


The garrifon of Breda was commanded by Jujiin Najfau , its pr 
natural fon to William prince of Orange. Spinola found the g r£ [ S . 
place fo well provided to receive him, that he prepared to re¬ 
duce it by famine, before he would venture an attack. While 
he was making difpofitions for this purpofe, the count de Berg 
had, notwithstanding all that prince Henry could do, taken 
Mundebergj the city of Cleves itfelf, Giret and Genep , and 
leaving ftrong garrifons in them all, he marched to aflilt Spi- 
nola> who had intercepted a confiderable convoy coming by 
water to the garrifon. The Spaniards , however, were con¬ 
founded, when it was known that the prince of Orange had 


the count de Berg 
could do, taken 
and Genep, and 


Spanijh garrifon 


Antwerp 


The 


beft means of relieving Breda , but it failed, through the vi¬ 
gilance of a Spanijh centinel j nor could the prefence of the 
prince himfelf re-animate his troops, w'ho were {truck with a 


panic 


The 


Ha 


cern, added to the weight of 88 years, put an end to his life. 

We have fufficiently defcribed his military capacity, and 
ambition, which alone prevented him from being one of the 
moft amiable, as he was, in all other refpects, one ol the 
ableft men of his age. _ m 

Prince Henry fucceeded to him in his command, and had Succeeded 
been inftru£ted by his brother, to attempt to raife the liege of by prince 
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Breda , as foon as he 
pefted from France. 


rying on his approaches againft 


Spinola improved the juncture, by car- 

hes avainft Breda . where the brave ot 


Morgan commanded a body of Englijh 


Spi nola 


in hopes from the conftant nre of the befieged, that their am¬ 
munition would fail them, but *JfuJlin had provided a refcrvoir 
of water, which he broke open, and deluged the Spanijh camp 
to fuch a degree, that their foHiers could not continue their 
operations, and the dampnefs of their fituation produced among 
them fuch difeafes, as before the month of September, from 
32,000 men reduced the army of Spinola to 12,000, who could 
do duty. Notwithstanding this, he continued to perform ail 
the duties of an able commander. By his cares, many of his 
foldiers recovered ; he received a reinforcement of <°ooo foot 
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Prince He 


bravely eftates and command of his brother in the army, but had been 
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defended, 
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Holland. 


» 

Spinola 


from 

Jufii 


if he thought proper. The 
open to Jii/lin by Spinola , with the offer of an honourable 
capitulation, but was refufed by that fteady commander, 
though his garrifon was now by difeafes, fatigues, and famine, 
reduced to half its original number. Spinola threatened to 


Spanijh 


JuJl. 


ing up of their magazines by the mutineers, and other difad- 
vantages they lay under, but was ignorant of all that had 
happened, fmee the attempt made by prince Maurice unon 
Antwcrt. 


He was foon aDDrized of the deaths of Maw 


ice 




but 


Henry 


is cerning the furrender. Ju/l. 

forced to Morgan faid he was anfwerable for the honour of his nation, 
furrender, and refufed to furrender without a particular order from the 

prince addrefled to himfelf. This was obtained; and all who 
refufed to furrender were threatened with capital punifhments. 
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The vigilance of Spinola foon 

garrifon, where 
de again offered 

Spanijh 


Hand 


nourable capitulation, which was accepted on the 6th of 
'June ; the fiege having lafted ten months, and only one third 
and Spi- of the garrifon left alive. Spinola , when the garrifon march- 
tid'i re- cd out, drew up his army, and received both officers and 
fions his loldiers with the high,eft marks of honour, and proofs of hu- 


command 


_ _ of Breda had _ 

ing glory to his military charadler, he refigned his command. 
The archdutchefs made a triumphal entry into Breda , but the 
States prohibited all commerce with that city, becaufe of the 
exceflive kindnefs fhevvn to them by Spinola • The arch¬ 
dutchefs iffued the like prohibition to her fubjetffs, but inftead 
of calling the fubje&s of the States rebels and traitors as for- 
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balanced by their fuccefles at fea; Hermit deftroyed a great 
number of the Spanijh fhipping at Callao; but was too weak 
to take a galleon in the port, worth above 500,000 1 . He was 
more fortunate at Guayaquil , on the coaft of Peru , where he 
took an immenfe treafure, but his men’ fetting fire to the 
place, the inhabitants had the courage to attack them in their 
retreat, killed 500 of them, and recovered great part of the 

treafure. Hermit made a frefh attempt upon Calloa , but was 
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baffled, and thedifappointmenthad fuchan effedt upon his fpirits 
thathe died of melancholy ; upon which his command devolv¬ 
ed upon vice-admiral Hugues , who proved a brave and fuecefs- 
ful commander in the cruizes he made againft the Spaniards in 
Scuth America. The conqueft of St. Salvador was, by the 
Dutch, juftly confidered as a prelude to the reduction of all 
the Braftls. When JVillekens failed to Europe , he left 2000 
men in fix fliips of war to defend it, under Van Dort. They 
were attacked by a fleet of 56 fail and 12,000 Spaniard’s, 
commanded by Frederic de Toledo and Juan Faxardo , who 
prefled the flege with great vigour. Many Dutch fhips being 
deftroyed, the failors mutinied, and Van Dort dying of a 
fever, in the mean while, they, and the garrifon, obliged his 
fucceflor, who fteadily refufed it, to furrender it without any 
other capitulation, than that of being carried to Holland. 

There the governor was received, but his officers were broke 
with ignominy, and his foldiers and failors whipped out of the 
fervice of the States. 

The lofs of Breda , the death of James I. and the great They cn- 
feenes that were opening in Europe , when Charles I. fucceeded ter into an 
to the Britijh throne, gave a new turn to public affairs. The alliance 
governing paffion of Buckingham , the favourite of Charles , with 
was to reduce the houfe of Aujlria , efpecially the Spanijh France 
branch of it. He would have entered into new connections againft the 
with the Dutch for this purpofe, but he durft not propofe it to French 
his matter, who was highly exafperated at the States , for their prote- 
crueltics in the Eajl Indies , and their infolence on the Britijh Hants, 
feas. Richelieu , the firft minifter of France , fufpeCted Bucking- 
; ham's intention to divide the States General from France , and 
| heout-bade him in his terms, though it does not appear that 
Buckingham had ever opened himfelf to any but the prince of 
Orange , and that too with the greateft referve and fecrecy. 
i Though the friendship of France was neceffary for accomplim- 
ing Buckingham’s views, yet from private caufes he became the 
irreconcilable enemy of Richelieu , who drew the States in to 
conclude a moll unnatural treaty; by which they obliged 
themfelves to aflift the French king in oppreffing and reducing 
his protettant fubjeCts. The Dutch having joined their fleet 
with that of France , were attacked by the protettant prince 
dc Soubife , and their admiral was blown up, almoft to the joy 
of the common people of Holland , who detefted the conduct 
of their fuperiors, and in Amjlcrdam they pillaged the houfes 
of thofe who commanded their fleet. In fhort their fpirit 
pointed fo ftrongly towards a general infurreClion, that their 
government durtt not attempt to check it. 

T he ftate of affairs in the Low Countries , obliged the go- RcIi~:ous 
V 5 f nment of Holland again to take their expenfive general diffentions 
Mansfield into their pay, and likewife the biftiop of Halber - revive in 
jtadt, who made a ufeful diverfion for them againft their ene- Holland. 
mies in TVeJlphalia , till he was defeated by Wallen ft ein , and the 
biihop died at Wolfenbuticl. The States , in the Low Countries , 
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made no figure in the field this year, their fubje£s relapfinc 
into their religious frenzy. Henry, prince of Orange , was 
thought to be more moderate, than his brother had been, to¬ 
wards the Arminians, who were now inftigated to return fomt 

of the feverities they had fufibred. He heard their complaints 

with moderation, and expreffed his efteem for fome particu.... 
perfons of their party. The violent Gomarijh oppofed this 
with fuch fury, that a civil war was on the point of breaking 
out, when all parties was forced to unite in their common 
prefervation. 

Prince Henry exerted himfelf in making preparations for the 
jprefident next campaign, and was foon at the head of 6000 foot and 
’ 4000 horfe, befides 12,oco men commanded by count Emjl 

TIemiJh Cafmiir , who took Oldenzeel. The prince of Orange mifear- 
admiral- ried in feveral excellent defigns he laid, and count Stirum, 

who commanded under him, while he was heading a detach¬ 
ment upon an expedition, was attacked, defeated, and taken 
prifoncr by the count de Berg ; but the Spaniards , in their 
turn, were repulfjd with lofs, in a fpirited attempt they made 
to furprize Slays. Spine la, at this time, a£ted as the prefident 
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of a new court of admiralty, eredded in the Spanijh Nether¬ 
lands, and the privateers of Dunkirk ftill continued to diilrefs 
the Dutch trade. Charles I. through the injuftice his filler, 
the queen of Bohemia, fuffered from the houfe of Aujlria, and 
by fome flight fubmiflions made to him by the Dutch in the 
affair of Amboyna, ordered his- fleet to join that of Holland, 
and to intercept that of Spain from the Weft Indies \ but four 
of their {hips were deftroyed, by thofe under the direction of 
the new court of admiralty, in the Spanijh Low Countries , 
though the Dutch afterwards deftroyed two of their capital 
galleons. Spinola, in his marine department, appeared as 
great as he had done in his military, and encrcafed the naval 
power of the Spanijh Netherlands , fo as to find employment for 
the combined fleets of England, France, and Holland . 

In 1627, the prince of Orange reduced Grol, by which he 


an mva- 
fion. 


The Stales narrowed the contributions of the Spaniards. The place was, 
threaten- nobly defended, and the fiege lafted from the 20th of July to 
ed with the iSth of Augujl . This was followed by feveral important 

acquifitions which the prince made, while the Spaniards mif- 
carricd in various defigns they had formed againft Zealand. 
The lofs of Spinola in the field, was now feverely felt by the 
Spaniards in the Lotu Countries , and about this time he was re¬ 
called to Spain. The cardinal de Cueva now direded the 
civil, as the count de Berg did the military, affairs of th 
Spanijh Netherlands. Count Tilly and the prince of Anhalt 
threatened the dominions of the States with an invafion, and 
they were oppofed by an army of i8,ood men, under count 
Erne ft. The reft of the campaign was fpent in operations, 
which, though indecifive, were generally in favour oi the 
hnperiaUfts and Spaniards, while the Dunkirk privateers ftju 

continued to commit cxccffive depredations upon the Dft.o 
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{hipping* The finances of the States were, at this time, in 
diford er, chiefly through the parfimony of their great men, 
w hofe exactions in the dutchies of Juliers and Cleves drove the 
inhabitants there into the arms of the emperor, who received 
them moft cordially, and bnperial mandates were formally 
ifliied, requiring the Dutch to evacuate thofe two dutchies, 
and that of Berg ; and Tilly was charged with the execution. 

In the hiftory of Germany the reader will meet with the event 
of thofe proceedings. In the year i6z8, the Dutch continued 1628, 
to hold their garrifons in that country, and the Spaniards did 
the fame, notwithftanding the Imperial mandates. This fum- 
m er the Dutch garrifons obtained feveral advantages over the 
Spaniards , whom they attacked in feveral detachments, and 
laid their country under contribution for their own intereft, 
th c States not being able otherwife to pay them. 

The depredations of th eDunkirkers brought on fo many bank- Operati-* 
ruptcies at Amjlerdam , that the Dutch , to a man, agreed to ons of the 
block up the harbour, and befiege the town of Dunkirk, Dutch by 
Thirty fliips of war were fitted out, and a fquadron of eight f e a 
of them defeated fix Dunkirkers , by which the homeward 
bound Dutch Eajl-lndia fleet arrived in. fafety. Upon the 
whole, however, the blockade of Dunkirk did not fucceed, 
but the growing commerce of the Dutch in all parts of the 
world, enabled them to keep at fea a naval force which checked 
the privateers as foon as they came out of their harbours. We 
have already mentioned the formation of the Dutch JVcjl-lndia 
company, which for fome time proved as fortunate as their Eqjl- 
India, and had deftroyed vaft numbers of the Spanijh fliips in 
the European harbours. Peter Adrien took twelve of the richeft 
JVeJl-Indian merchantmen in the bay of Honduras, Admiral 
Peter Heme had {till greater fuccefs, for he deftroyed in the bay 
of All-Saints a Spanijh fleet, and brought home fuch a quantity 
of fugar as lowered the price of that commodity in the Eu¬ 
ropean markets. He then commanded a fquadron of thirty- 
one {hips, with inftru&ions to intercept the SpaniJJ) Plata 
fleet, which he did, after ravaging the coafts of Spain and 
Portugal ; and the booty he carried home amounted to above 
fifteen millions of livres, the greateftthe Dutch had ever made. 

They received Heine , whofe prudence was equal to his good 
fortune, with a profufion of the moft fplendid honours, and 
he was raifed to the poft of admiral of Holland. As if the 
encreafe of wealth had rendered the Dutch more intra&able 


than ever, (the Gomarijls in particular) a riot happened at 
Amjlerdam. The prince of Orange had widened the foundations 
of his government, by admitting all into it who were capable 
of ferving their country, efpecially the Anninians . T he Go* 
marijl citizens of Amjlerdam refufed to obey the Arminian ma- 
giftrates, and their difobedience produced a tumult, which was 


to 


and 
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and who complained that they had been defrauded of their 
prize-money. There is reafon to believe there was but too 
much ground for their complaints; but after a confiderable 

fum was diftributed among them to prevent their pillaging the 
whole, they returned to their duty, and entered on board a 

fleet of 60 capital Sfhips, which were deftined for the redyftion 
of all the Spanijb empire in America. 

The fuccefles of the States General by fea proved to be 
the moft ready means of diftrefling their enemies by land. 
The Spanijb foldiers were on the point of an univerfal mutiny.' 
The nobility and chief fubjefts of the Spanijb Netherlands 
were equally diflatisfied, and threw the blame of all their 
grievances upon the pride and mifmanagement of the Spanijb 
counfellors, which had driven from their fervice Spinola , their 
and land. guardian and prote&or. The prince of Orange , on the other 

hand, was at the head of a fine army of Dutch , Englijb , and 
French , with which he laid fiege to Bois le Due , called the 
Maid of Brabant , becaufe fhe never had furrendered to an 
enemy. Its ftrength was fuch, that it was deemed to be im¬ 
pregnable, and it was defended by one Anthony Scbets\ but 
the low condition of the Spanijb finances, and the poverty of 
the court of BrnfJ'els left him no hope of afiiftance from with¬ 
out, excepting 800 men who flipped into his garrifon from 
Breda. Schets , who was an officer of great charafter and ex¬ 
perience, made an excellent defence, and it was here that the 
young vifeount of Turenne gave the fit ft fpecimens of his great 
genius for war. At laft, the court of Brufjels found means 
to put 25,000 men in motion under Berg , to raiie the fiege; 
but in three attacks he made he was repulfed. He then drew 


off, to join Montccucidi^ in a war of diverfion, but they were 
oppofed by count Siirutn , who was defeated, and the United 
Provinces were thereby expofed to moft imminent danger. 
The prince of Orange flew to their relief at the head of 22,000 
men, leaving troops fufficient for carrying on the fiege of Bcis 
le Due ; but in the mean while, the Dutch governor of Em- 
meric furprized JVefcl , where the Spaniards bad all their ma¬ 
gazines. This feafonable blow loft the Spaniards all the great 
advantages they had obtained. They were obliged to re-pafs 

feL and Bois le Due furrendered upon an honourable ca 
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s 


cc.files 


of me 
Dutch 

in the Ne¬ 
ther lends. 


pitulaticii. A conqueft which put the reputation of prince 
Henry on a parallel with that of Maurice himfclf. 

By this time, the Spaniards and Imperialijls were preparing 
again to invade the United Provinces , but they were oppofea 
by count Erne/l Cafmiir , who drove them into the dutchy of 
Munfter , while Plante five , the French general in the Dutcn 

fervice. nailed the Rhine, and. in conimnftion with the Dutch 



the bifhops of Munfler and Paderborn feemed inclinable to 


take part againft the Dutch* they 


upon the menaces 


thought 


proper to 


defift 


of count Mllliam of NaJfau , who took 

1 
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Berg, Solingen , Ongermunde , and a great number of other 
places in the dutchy of Juliers , where the Dutch were be¬ 
friended by the natives. In the year 1630, the operations in 
juliers and Cleves , againft the Spaniards recommenced; but 
the latter were every where defeated by prince William 
of NaJJaU) who, however, ^ ailed in two attempts he made 
upon Dujfeldorp and Mulheim. His progress gave fuch jca- 
Jouly to the Imperial court, that the emperor endeavoured to 
form a catholic confederacy againft the Dutch , who refufed 
to give up any of their conquefts on the fide of Germany , even 
to their undoubted owners, unlefs the Spaniards would eva¬ 
cuate theirs at the fame time. The archdutchefs complied 
with the terms, but the States General , though they ceded all 


if 3 


U r 


JVejel 


Emm 


: of Brujfels (which was at this time in a wretched p ropo £ 
foliation) and the archdutchefs, propofed to renew the truce f or } re J 


for 34 years 


The 


fembly of the States General , where Richlieu’ s influence not the truce, 
only carried it for a continuance of the war, by means of 
Bougay the French ambaflador, but renewed their alliance with 
France j and a vigorous continuance of the war on all fides 
was refolved on. The archdutchefs applied to the court of 
England , which lhe wanted to intereft in her favour, by giving 
Charles hopes of his nephew being reinftated in the Palatinate. 


Charles ordered his ambaflador 


Hagu 


co-operate 


Dutch 


declined his mediation. The truth is, that ever fince th< 
States General had redeemed from James I. their cautionary 
towns, the Englijb influence had declined amongfl: the Dutch 


Spanijh (hip 


Dutch 


the latter, were taken, after an obftinate engagement, in which 


Dutch admiral Heine 


Nothing 


have prevented the inhabitants of the Spanijh Netherlands 
from taking arms againft their government at this time, but 
their extream mifery and weaknefs. All that they could do 
was to fend the archbifhop of Mechlin and the duke of Archot 
to the archdutchefs with their complaints5 fhe heard them 
with compaflion, but could give them no relief. 

Richelieu , notwithftanding the prodigious things that the fa- Treachery 
roily of Orange had performed for the States General , was, at 0 f A’.v.tv-' 
t’nis time, in effect, their chief minifter, and endeavoured to j; eu to the 
get pofteffion of the city of Orange , the patrimony of prince Q ra „n e j" n _ 
Henry, by bribing its governor, one Walkenhourg . The prince, r ;j v * 
and his friends within the city, had an intimation of the con- 
fpiracy, and it was defeated by one Kunyth. Walkenhourg wa > 
killed, and the citadel furrendered to Kunyth , who had the 
prince’s commiflion to be governor of the city. It is from this 
incident that we may naturally date the rooted averfion which 
die princes of the houfe of Orange ever after retained toward:; 
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the Bourbon family. It is certain, no prince ever defervet! 
better of a people than prince Henry did of the States General, 
He was averfe from the very appearance of giving them um« 
brage, and they thought their liberties fo fafe in his hands, 
and thofe of his family, that they made the ftadtholderfhiu 
hereditary in the houfe of Orange ; and they railed his foil, 
though no more than five years of age, to be general of their 
cavalry. The archdutchefs, by this time, had loft all the 
promising hopes fhe had entertained of a truce, and prepared 
to renew the war in the beft manner fhe could ; but the J%, 
mlngs were exafperated anew when they underftood that her 
The army was to be commanded by the marquis de Santa Cruz , a 
prii.ee of Spaniard , and that the chief commiflions under him were 
Or-uge given to foreigners. Prince Henry having drawn immenfe 
mi (carries magazines from Danizic, took poft on the Rhine , from whence 
in an at- he furprized three Spanijh forts, with an intention to attempt 
tempt up Ghent ; but in that he was deceived and obliged to retire. The 
on Ghent, emperor, the Roman catholic princes in Germany , and the 

court of Spain, feeing the defperate fcate of the archdutchefs, 
fnrnifhed him with troops to defend Ghent and Bruges , and 
receiving remittances of money, fhe formed a deiign, by 
means of flat-bottomed boats, of cutting of J:he communica¬ 
tion between Holland and Zealand ; the execution of which 
was committed to John , count of NaJJ'au , who was furnifhed 
with 90 boats, 5,000 land troops, and 1,300 marines, the 
principal officer under him being a capuchin, who had plan¬ 
ned the enterprize. Having proceeded as far as the ifland of 
Bolen, they were encountered by a fleet of Zealanders, com¬ 
manded by Hollart, and an engagement followed in the night, 
which lafted fix hours, but ended in the total defeat of count 
John. Of all the officers he had with him, only himfelf and 
ten more efcaped, of whom one was the capuchin, who had 
performed wonders during the engagement; 76 boats and 
barks were taken, the reft being deftroyed ; and of 5,000 
men who were made prifoners, the greatoft part entered into 


the fervice of the States. 


Th ':T)utcb The 


vnrited hv have penetrated as far as Gertruydenberg, was blamed for this 

voruea cy _ r.-~ Dunkirkers 


ic a. 


Dutch fh 


£ecrefles 


O: 


the 


out to have been obtained by the Spaniards in the Eqji ana 
JVefl-Indies, brought the Flemings into temper. The only 
foundation for thofe reports was a dear bought vi&ory which 
D’Oquendo, the Spanijh admiral, had gained over Pater, on the 
coaft of Brazil \ but the conqueror was in return beat by the 

Dutch , with confiderable lofs, in his return to Europe. 

the hiilory of Germany , will find a full ac- 


Th 


count or 


reader, in 

P f Ito nr/M 


Gujlavus Adolph 


v l o — y-- x ' . • 1 

prince of made in the empire ; and he concluded a treaty, by his^cnan- 
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undertook to make a powe 
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Rhine, where the prince of Orange commanded a ftrong army, 
kj rpdueed Venlo and Spanijh Guelderland after a brifk fiege. 

He then reduced 


eji Cajii 


ff hich coft him no more than two men. 

Stolen and Ruremond, but the braye cou 
was killed by a mufket ball at the fiege of the latter, and upon 
j,j s Jeath the provinces of Groningen and Friefiand continued 

the Stadtholderfhip in the perfon of his Jon, prince Henry. 

. . ' u made a vaft 


and 


if}) auxili- 


Upon the Schelde , prince William of NaJJt 
proc-refs, and by the affiftance of Scotch 
aries, he gained a compleat victory over 5,000 Spaniards. 
About this time, the count de Berg , who had fo long and fo 


Sp 


with the prince of Orange and count Stir urn, refigned his com- 
miflion and retired to Liege. He was earneftly prelied by the 
archdutchefs to refume it, but declined it, becaufe of the vaft 
power which the count de Olivarez had in all the affairs of 
the Spanijh Netherlands, and even intimated that he was ready 
toraife an army to refeue them from foreign tyranny. This 
produced a proclamation from the court of BruJJels , declaring 
the count a traytor, and he was obliged to take protection un¬ 
der the prince of Orange , with whom it was now plain he 
had long a<fted in concert. ^ 

Nothing; can 
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moderation of the archdutchefs, than the attachment which taken b* 

. m • n r t • n • 1 . _ fL *___3 „ 1 1 r % ; 


FloraJh fubjeCts continued to fhew 


notwithftanding the vaft provocations they had received un¬ 
der her government. A few Flemijh foldiers followed the ex¬ 
ample of the count de Berg ; but towards the middle of June, 
the prince of Orange laid fiege to Maejlrichi , which was de¬ 
fended by 2,500 men under the young baron de Leda. Lcda 
at firft, by his vigour and courage, gained fome fignal fuc- 
,cedes and made a brave defence, till Cordova , a Spanijh gene¬ 
ral, came to its relief. He was followed by the maiquis dc 
Santa Cruz , who arrived about the zzd of July, and he was 
followed by Pappenheim , one of the beft Imperial generals. 
The attention of all Europe was turned to the event of a fiege 
in which fo many illuftrious commanders were concerned. 
Their prelence feemed to redouble the courage and the aln- 
duitv of the prince of Orame , in which he was favoured by a 

•1 r 1*1 1 1 r _ _ 1 1 n » /I 


perfon, the Dutch. 


jealoufy which had 
Cruz. During a gre 


Popp 


the Spaniard and his troops remained cool fpeclators of the 
combats. Pappenheim required Santa Cruz to advance to the 
attack j his anfwer was, that his matter had employed 400,000 


brutifh 


ditch of Ma 


German carcafes. 


ing incredible efForis, and it is faid he was amazed that they 
were not fuccefsful, as he and his troops had before been al¬ 
ways victorious. • The brave garrifon favoured him by a faliy, 
in which they were repul fed ; and Pappenheim , in the I ait at¬ 
tempt he made, having loft 2,000 men killed, and 900 wound¬ 
ed 
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Dutch and the Spaniards 
The earrifon continued 


the 


vvjuuiij ** —* ***0 ACUCati 

Hill to make a glorious refiftance 
and the Britijh troops without, on the 20th of Auguji , fprung 
amine, which laid open great part of the ravelin. Aftorm 
was attempted, but without fuccefs, and 300 Britons were 
killed in the breach. A fecond attempt proved more fucceff- 
ful, and Leda, after performing all that a brave commander 
could for the defence of the place, complied at lafl with the 
prayers of the inhabitants, and accepted the fame honour¬ 
able capitulation that had been granted to the garrifons of 
Venlo and Ruremond. 

Negocia- The taking of Maejlricht in the fight of three great generals 
tions for at the head of their armies, crowned the glorious reputation 

that prince Henry had acquired. He made the duke of Bouillon 
governor of Maejlricht ; he fpread confternation all along the 
coaft of Flanders ; William of NaJJim advanced wirh 8,coo 
men to Lillo ; and Pappenheim , by defire of the archdutchefs, 
alferted his mailer’s paramount right to the few places which 
Hill remained in the poflellion of the Spaniards . Prince Henry 
refufed to pay any regard to this claim, and not only reduced 
Limburg , but impofed fevere contributions upon the duke of 
Neuberg , and all the German princes who had aflifted Pappen- 


peace re 
newed. 


fuccefles 


Maejlricht. The 


obliged the courts of Madrid and Brujfels to agree to renew 
the negociations for a truce. They were communicated front 
the archdutchefs to the prince of Orange , who fent them to 
the States General j and they offered to treat with the ftates of 
the Netherlands , provided they would feparate themfelves 
from the Spaniards. The archdutchefs clofed with this pro- 
nnfaL and fent the arcbbifhop of Mechlin and the duke of 


Arfchot 


It was foon conjectured (as 


happened to be the cafe) that the conferences mull come to 
nothing, through the dependence the archdutchefs had on the 
court of Spain , and the connexions of the States General with 
France and Siueden. In the mean while, the prince of Orangi 
befieged and took the important town of Rlnmberg on the 
Rhine , by which the provinces of Fricjland and Groningen 
were relieved from a heavy fcourge. The archdutchefs, in 
like manner, continued her warlike preparations j but the 


Mattery 


Ht 


Ste<'»th 
of the 

Dw.ch 

; ■. 01 v. 


Brabant. 

The Du 


greatefl 


ever teen of their own, confining of 50,000 foot and 10,000 
horfe, which was thought fufficient, under fuch a general as 
the prince of Orange , to have compieated the conqueft of 
Spanijb Brabant in one campaign. He took the field for that 
purpofe, but the rains that fell, the ficknefs of his army, the 
lea:city of provifions, inundations, and many other incon¬ 
veniences, 
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veniences, obliged him to put his army into winter quarters* 
without his even attempting a blow of any confequence. 


William of Naffan commanded 


Dn 


y V/u 

which was to alarm the coaft: of Flanders ; but he likewife 
Jid little, to anfwer the public expedition, befides taking- 
fort Philippin in the Sas van Ghent. During the winter, the 

conferences were refumed at the Hague. 


Du 


m - - 

at a re-union of the ten provinces, exclufive of the Spaniards ; 
this was defeated by the intrigues of the court of Madrid , 
and the tendernefs of the archdutchefs in point of honour to¬ 
wards his catholic majefty, and Richelieu perfuaded the States 
General to break off the conferences abruptly. This was by no 


oppofition, and 
If del la Eupenia, 


JVcft Friejland. French promifes broke down all 
nd in the mean while, the archdutchefs, Clara 


Me,'la Eugeni a , died, after her rectitude, prudence, and mo- Death of 
deration had endeared her to all parties, however difeordant the arch- 

d to dutchcfs. 


m 


other refpedfs. 


Spanijh N 


tS 


that king, and the cardinal infant Albert was to have fuc- 
ceeded the archdutchefs in the government; but in the mean 
time, the marquis D' A yet one was declared governor and cap- 

ineral in the Spanijl) Netherlands. 

court of Madrid now refumed its tyrannical prin- 

_ m « .«» • a « • t ♦ /** » « « ■ • 


1634 


Flcmijh 

thought to be inclinable to a re-union with the States General, between 
This feverity mull have created an univerfal infurreclion, had the States 
it not been prevented by an adt of amnefty. The count, to and the 
counterbalance the alliance between the French king and the French 


Gaft 


May , 1634, concluded a treaty king. 


took the ftrong fortrefs of Argentau , between Maejlricbt and 
Liege, which had been unaccountably left without any means 
of refiftance by the prince of Orange. The truth is, the 
prince was, at this time, amufed by a vaft variety of treaties 
let on foot after the death of Gujiavus Adolphus\ but at laffc 
he took poft with his army upon the frontiers of Brabant and 
Guclderland. The marquis D’Ayrtone laid fiege to Marjlricht , 
which was bravely defended by the duke of Bouillon ; and 
the marquis drew off towards Breda , threatened by the prince 
of Orange , who had {Lengthened his garrifons fo that the Spa¬ 
niards could make no impreflion upon them. The duke of 
Orleans , by this time, was again reconciled to his brother, 
hut the arrival of the cardinal infant Albert , who declared for 



verted from all their pacific intentions, by a treaty of par- 


1 fi) 

France, by which the dutchy of Luxemburg , the earldoms of 
Ramurc , Hainav.lt. Courirau Artois , and Flanders , were to 
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the States . 

This treaty, when the contents of it came to be known, 
made a ftrong impreflion upon England and the prince of 
Orange . Charles 1 . exprefled his jealoufy of it by fitting out 

a fleet for the exprefs purpofe of chaftizing the infolenceof 


Di 


e 


Hollar 


towards their own harbours. 


This re- 

iealoufy newed the good undeiftanding between Spain and England, 
J y which is fo natural and necefiary for the profperity of both 

kingdoms. Charles fitted out another great fleet, the command 
of which he gave to the earl of Northumberland , and which 
the combined fleets of France and the States were in no con¬ 
dition to withftand. The earl of Northumberland , in Mcr, 
1656, put to lea, and funk all the Dutch fhins he met who 


of the 

Englijh. 


1636. 


fifhing. 


Di 


tijh coafts, or to difcontinue their 


Warllk 


and they were fo far from fupporting their unjuft ufurpations 
on the Britijh leas, that they agreed to pay Charles 30,000/. 
for liberty to fifli that year, till a new regulation could be 
ellablifhed. 

Had it not been for this vigour of Charles , the partition 


dt 


:rs. 
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have been fatal to the liberties of Europe. The French , hav¬ 
ing gained their ends, would have foon made themfdves 
matters of Holland , and the prince of Orange looked upon 
the treaty in that light. Lewis XIII. declared waragainft 
Albert , on account of his detaining the elector of Triers pri- 
foncr. The prince of Orange durtt not openly oppofe Riche¬ 
lieu s ambition, who marched an army of 20,000 foot and 
7,coo horfe into Brabant , to join that of the States under 
the prince. Albert’s army, under prince Thomas and other 

Spanijh generals, endeavoured to prevent the j unci' 
were defeated by the French at D’Avien in Luxembu 
the lofs of 4,000 killed. The prince of Orange , who was to 
have commanded both armies, gave the French generals it 


his army, now amounting to ;0,000 men. 
Linden , and Hallem , and committed the me 
barities at ‘Tillanont becaufe 


Maejlricht ; 
took St. T; 


its garrifon dared to refill. 


7 


the prince marched 


maice 

When the 


head againft Albert , and the French 


On 

(Icls to 

o _ . .... Di $- 

armies rejoined, the fecret diflatisfartticn of the 

prince, and the infolence of the French , broke out in a per¬ 
petual courfe of altercations and dilputes between t hem, which 
gave the archduke leifure to provide for the fafety 01 Lou¬ 
vain, into which he threw himfelf with 5,000 foot and 200 
horfe. A motion of the prince towards BruJJels brought the 
archduke back to the defence of that capital. Louvain was 
defended by the baron Grovbendenck , and was in vetted on tne 

i ciii of June, The barbarities exercifed by the allies at A.- 

haunt 
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ferved only to render the defence of the brave garrifon 

more determined j and mutual jealoufies arifing among the al¬ 
lies they found themfelves in no condition to continue the 
liege, which was accordingly abandoned. The French went 
into exhaufted winter quarters at Ruremond , where 6,000 of 
them died of want and difeafes, and the furvivors appeared 
ike patients rather than like foldiers. 

Neither the effects nor the caufes of the mifundenTandings 
among the allies were unknown at Albert's court. He had prince of 
been reinforced by a fine army under Picolomini , and one of Orange 




The 


his officers furprized the 


ftrong 


and important fortrefs of provokes 


Schwb which coft the allies a vail expence of time and men Richelieu, 
to retake. It is faid, on good authority, that the French 
army, by this time, was reduced to one third of its number, 
by the fecret malevolence of the prince of Orange; that 
when it returned to France , which it did this winter, the 


foldiers were obliged to beg their way home, and their officers 
were forced to fell their cloaths from their backs for bread. 

The blame of all was thrown by Richelieu on the prince of 
Orange, and the haughty prelate would have declared v/ar 
againft the States had he not been diverted by the circum- 
ftances of the times ; while the prince defended himfelf by re¬ 
proaching the French court for net having tranfmitted the 
linns necefiary for maintaining their foldiers. 

While the remainder of the year 1636 was fpent in a num- TheD«/<r£ 
brr of briik, but unimportant, expeditions by land, young defeat 
Evcrizcn, afterwards the famous Dutch admiral, defeated the their ene- 
tyaninrds and Dunk inkers by fea$ by which he fecured the m >es by 
glowing and immenfe trade of his country from the Eajl tea. 

Indies. The Dutch had not been fo fortunate in the IVeJl 
Indies , where they now executed a plan which they long had 
in view, that of eftablifhing a government in the Brazils, 
every way equal to that in Batavia . This important charge 
W2s bellowed upon prince Minn ies of Najfatt , who was ap¬ 
pointed commander in chief of Brazil and South America 5 
and on the 25th of Odloher failed from the Texel with tz fhips 
of war, 20 of an inferior force, and 2,700 land forces on 
hoard. His iniirudlions were to complete the conquefl of the 
hr, tvgueze Brazils , part of which had been for feme time in 
polFeffion of the Dutch , who had gained vaft advantages over 
the Spaniards in thofe parts. When the prince landed, he 
deleatcd the Portugueze general Bagrdcla, took Porto Calco , Ops- 
neda, with other places, and fllengthened his connuefts by 
fortrefles. In fhort, he left no part of the duty of a brave 
and wife governor undifeharged. 

In 1637, cardinal Richelieu , notwithstanding the grofs pro¬ 


of 


16 ” 7, 

T h e 


vocations he had received, was reconciled to the prin 
Orange, and perfuaded the States General to renew their en-prmce of 
agements with France. His attention to the prince feemed Grange 


g 


to win him over, but his fecret ambition was to recover Breda, recovers 
the patrimonial inheritance of his Kindly; and on the 23d 


B b 2 


or 
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of y the day on which Landrecl and Hunan furrendcred to 
the 'French^ the prince formed the ftege ct Breda , which was 
defended by Fourbin , an onicer of the greateft and moft ami¬ 
able qualities. The ficgc was carried on with great vigour 
by the prince and his fon, prince 1 Villi am , though then but 
thirteen years of age. Cardinal Albert advanced to the relief 
of the place, but was obliged to draw off, though he took 
Venh and Rttrcmond. Four Inn made a glorious defence, till his 
garrifon was reduced to lb weak a Rate, that it muff have 
been worfe than madnefs in him, not to have admitted of an 
honourable capitulation, which was accordingly granted 
him. 

The reduction of Breda was attended with the happieff 
confequcnces to the States ; but the Dunkirkers , towards the 
end of the year, gained fome advantages by fea over the 
Zealanders. In the beginning of the year 1638, the prince of 
Orange mifearried, in a well laid plan, for furprizing Ant¬ 
werp, which had coft the States large funis. After a variety of 
military operations, he made another attempt upon Gudira, 
b"t rr. - f- w hich was likewife unfucefsful. In the Draft Is, prince Mou- 
■■ rice had laid ffege to St. Salvador, but was obliged to abandon 
enrnts u confidcrable lofs, and the brave Dutch admiral, 'id, 

„ w .,\ being deferted by his cowardly officers and ilamen, failed in an 

upon nnt- . , J n . •/» . n . , 


i6:S. 


wet p 


<r 
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attempt lie made upon the SpaniJJ) Plate fleet in the bay of 
Honduras. 

The campaign of 1639, in the Lovj Countries, opened with 


romp ob- vaft expectations on the fide of the Spaniards , who were im- 

mcafurably elated by their fucceffes of Lift year. The prince 
of Orange took the field, and being joined by 4000 ITjfmm, 


tains a 
•glorious 

•ID 

victory 


tefanuirds 


he would have made a frcfli attempt upon Gucldres , had he 
over the not found it too well fortified and reinforced, and the cam¬ 
paign by land, this year, produced nothing confiderable. It 
happened othcrwile by lea, where the famous Van Trout), vice, 
or lieutenant, admiral of Holland, under the prince of Orange, 
having the command of the Dutch fleet, attacked a Spa dp 
iquadron, of ten large men of war, off Gravcllnc , on the R;h 

rr.t . 'T'k.. u i_i.. i j 


or February. 


Ehc fight was b 
but ended in a complete defeat o 
admiral, and three of his largeft fliips, were taken, after be 


loody and lafted for fix hours, 
>f the Spaniards • The Spamja 


ing driven afnore. 'Ehc Spanljh vice-admiral was burnt by her 

four frigates were likewife taken, and the Spa- 
wards, upon the whole, loft coco men in the engagement. 

I C * r> 

^ ... _ ..ions 

o 


capital 


(hips, 


bolides 


own crew, 

upon the whole. 

Notwithstanding this blow, a moft tremendous Spennji .3 arma¬ 
ment put to fea, from Cadiz and Corunna, couching of 8; 

transports, with 2~,coo land troops on 
board, under admiral D 5 Oquendo. The intrepid Troup en¬ 
gaged the van of this fleet, funk D'Gqucnd'/s own Ihip, and 

took four more, but a jorr ore vented him from puriuing. 

vciuld have 

deftroyed the reft of the Spanlfo fleet, had it not been protect- 

Cnoiljh admiral. Van Tie tup was or¬ 
dered 


Next day. Trot up having received reinforcements, v 


J 

cd in the Downs by the 
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dered not to renew the engagement under fueh circumftances, 
until he could be joined by Evertzen. He was then to dej'ire 
the Englijb to withdraw their protedlion, and if that was re¬ 
filled, to fight both fleets. Charles I. durft not hazard this 
event, being afraid of the fidelity of his own Teamen, and 
well knowing that the Spanifi (hips were miferably ill provid¬ 
ed both inarms and ammunition. He gave orders to his ad¬ 
miral, Sir 'John Pennington , who commanded 34 Englijl) men 


Downs 


ihould join the fleet which fhouldbe attacked, 
mrnn while, advifed D'Ooiiendo to efeane. if h 


Charles , in the 


but it was no longer in his power ; and Pennington , under pre¬ 
tence, that the Spaniards had broken the neutrality, which 
they ought to have obferved, while under the protection of the 

forts, withdrew his protection. Upon this, Van Tramp 
attacked the Spaniards in fix divifions of his own fleet, and 
entirely defeated them. Fourteen SpaniJlj men of war were 
deftroyed, among which was the Terefa , the admiral of Portu - 
£<?/’:s (hip, which mounted 100 brafs guns, and her crew, con¬ 
fiding of 800 men, perifhed by the waves or the enemy. The 
vice admiral of Spain , and the admiral of Galicia , {hared the 
time fate, 16 Spanijh {hips were taken, with 4500 prifoners on 
beard; 14 were loft near Boulogne and Calais ; the miferable 
remains were faved by the interpolation of the Englijl:, and of 


Dw 


hi {hips under D 


4-v.iiv.i iv cto vi iv4 viiioj 1 anvwU lliv* ^ vpucauuu v^i v 

by fen to a prodigious height all over Europe, a 
that could be bellowed, either by France or his 


to 


to have been killed in this engagement, and the victory was 
complete on the part of the Dutch , who, with the French, 
loft only 10 {hips. 

A naval victory, with fo many glorious circumftances at¬ 
tending it as did this, raifed the reputation of the Dutch arms 
by fea to a prodigious height all over Europe, and no honours 
that could be bellowed, either by France or his country, were 
thought too great for Van 7 romp. In the beginning of the 
year 1640, the prince of Orange invaded Flanders, but through 1640. 
the dilpoiitions that had been made by the cardinal, he was The 
every where unfucccfsful and obliged to retire, leaving Albert prince of 
at liberty to relieve Arras , then belieged by the French. The Qranse 
prince of Orange took the opportunity of his abfence to be- invades 
iiege Huijl, but in this attempt he was likewife defeated by the Flanders. 
Spaniards, and obliged with lots to abandon his enterprize. 

T he operations in Brajil this year, were difadvantageous to the 
Spaniards. Their admiral, count de la Torre , had been dif- a n'.irs 0 


To1 


It ^ 


patched thither with .16 fail of large fhips, of which 27 were •’ n ri 
uouble manned galleons, but before he arrived at St. Salvador, 
he had loft 3000 of his land troops, and the furvivors, who 
confiiled of 200a men, were fo fickly that they could not do 


of 


hut 


Du 


S’- 


nerally of an inferior fort to thefe of 

f 1 1 1 -m • 


I 

Spaniards 


fpi v/ J - -^-- - L ----- * v * 

< ncy had the advantage, how r ever, of being well commanded 
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W2s amply compenfated by the quicknefs and dexterity of 
their manoeuvres. Loojf was killed by a cannon ball, at the 
beginning of the engagement, which lafted for feveral days, 
and though de la Torres fleet, by the reinforcements he had 
received from the Portugusfe Brajils , confifted of 94 fail, w ith 
12,oco land troops on board, Huygens obtained over him a 
complete vidtory; 4000 Spaniards were killed and wounded 
12 of their largeft {hips were deftroyed, and their crews 
perifhed, and peftilential difeafes fwept off half the fur- 
vivers, while Huygens , during the whole long engagement, 

fcarcely loft ice ibidiers and feamem Thus prince Maurice, 
who upon the firft appearance of this armament, had enter- 
taincd thoughts or abandoning the Brajils, before the end of 
the year, beheld it reduced to four galleons and three mer¬ 
chant fhips. 

After Portugal had thrown off the Spanijh yoke, Mmm 
repaired the Dutch fleet, under admiral Jol, which had fuf- 
fered feverely by ftorms, while cruizing for the Spanifb Piute 
fleet. He gave Jol orders to enlarge the Dutch conqueils on 
the coaft of Angola , where he was to fecure the negro trade. 
He had with him 2200 land foldiers, commanded by or.e 
colonel Henderfon , who befieged Santo Paolo on the coaft of 
Congo , defeated the natives in a pitched battle, cut in pieces 
the army of the Portuguefe governor, and took the town, 
where he found abundance of plunder, and which Jol forti¬ 
fied for a fettlement. The governor remonftrated againft this, 
and in anfwer, Jol drove him, and his people, out of the 


truce is anu 111 amwer, jol move mm, ana ms people, our or me 

concluded ifland of Loanda , and then conquered that of St. Thomas , where 
w.-irh he died. In the mean while, nrince Maurice connuered the 


with the 

Pcrtu- 

pefe. 


he died. In the mean while, prince Maurice conquered the 
province of Maranhaan ; in confequence, half the Brafils were 
reduced to the fovereignty of the Dutch ; but the new king of 


Portugal , 


hn IV. concluded 


ten years truce with the 


States , for their refpeeftive dominions all over the world; but 
this did not prevent the Dutch from driving the Portuguefc out 
of Japan. 

In Europe , 1 Villi am, the young prince of Orange , efpoufed 
the princefs Mary Stuart , daughter to Charles I. of England. 


The In Europe , JVi Hi am , the young prince of Orange , efpoufed 

young the princefs Mary Stuart , daughter to Charles I. of England. 
prince of After this, the cider prince of Orange befieged and took Gcncf, 
Orange notwithftanding the brave defence made by its garrifon, and 
marries 


the vigorous etrorts or Albert to relieve it. (jantenno , a 
spanijh general, defeated Alnaerdt and Tillernont , officers in the 


efforts of Albert to relieve it. 


Contemn , 


Mu-v, a cspanijh general, defeated Alnaerdt anc x ilLemont , olncers m tne 

princefs of fcrvice of the States , and joining with Fontaines , lie forced 

pujand, the prince of Orange to abandon a defign he had formed agamft 

IIulJl. Towards the end of the campaign, cardinal Albert 

(fometimes cal 1 ed Ferdinand) died, and the government of the 

Lovj Countries devolved upon Francifco de Mello , who, with 

the marquis de Valada , made head againft the French, while 

Fontaines , the governor of Bruges , was oppofed by the Bitter. 

The death of cardinal Richelieu , which followed foon after, 

made a great alteration in the fyftem of the republic’s affairs* 

The treaty, however, between France and the States, was re¬ 
newed 
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jicvvcd on the 6th of March , 1642, by which the latter were 1642, 
to receive a fubfidy of 1,200,000 livres, on condition of their 
keeping a fleet in the fervice of France , and granting her 
troops a paffage into Germany over the Rhine , tire JVefel, and 
the Maej'c ; but Lcivis XIII. of France died before this treaty 

was ratified. _ 

In the beginning of the year 166-5, Cantelmo , the old SpaniJI) anc | ^ 
general, was defeated by the young prince of Orange , and f eats t ^ e 

narrowly efcaped being made prifoner; and every thing being s^aniants 
fettled between the new government of Portugal and prince 7 
Maurice , the latter returned to Europe with a rich fleet and was 
received by his country with diftinguifhed honours, being made 
lieutenant-general under the prince of Grange , and governor 
of JVefih By this time, as the reader will fee in the hiftory of 
Germany, every thing was preparing for facilitating the grand 
conferences for peace, which had been for fome years propofed 
at Munjlcr, and Oj'nahurg in Wejlphalia. The States General , 
though fenfible of the ambitious views of France , knew they 
had only her to depend upon, for the final eftablifhment of their 
independency. Van Tramp aflifted them in reducing Grave- 
line ; and the prince of Orange , after receiving a check by the 
prince of IJfanburgh , in marching to their affiftance through 
Flanders , reduced the important fortrefs of Sas van Ghent , on 
the 7th of September. 

When the conferences opened at Munjler , the States General The 
found themfelves fomevvbat hampered in their engagements Dutch 
with France , by which they had promifed not to conclude any tak qHuIJI. 
truce or peace without her confent. Spain did all {he could to 
divide the States from France , but they could not truft her; 
and Mazarine , the French fir ft minifter, gained them entirely 
over, by offering to give the fame honours to their ambafTa- 
dors, as the French court had always paid to thofe of Venice. 

While conferences for peace were held, the operations of war 
went on with great brifknefs in Flanders , till the prince of 
Orange defiring to be aflifted in his favourite plan of reducing 
Antiverp, was by the French generals given to underftand, that 
it was inconfiftent with their inftru< 5 tions. They could nor, 
however, prevent him from beating the Spanifb general Beck, 
and laying fiege to Huljl, which, notwithftanding the moft 
artful and the moft determined oppofition he met with, he re¬ 
duced. The court of France complained of his refilling the 
catholic religion to be tolerated in that town. His anfwer 
was, that he had his reafons for it; and that he had already in¬ 


curred the fufpicions of the States General , for the favours he had 
granted to the Roman catholics in his conquefts. 

The reduction of Mull} was followed bv the connueft of 


e of 


, ,, .- ..— —v- ■ - —**• 1 jrunpe 

Jait conquefts of his life; for he was now worn out by a com- jealous of 
plication of diftempers; but in his latter days, lie became p runcCt 

IS b .1 more 


plication of diilempers s but in 


more 
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more than ever fenfible of the ambitious, and felf-interefted 
views of France. 

The fuccefies of the Dutch in Brafil againft the Spaniards 
Dutch were now looked upon with an evil eye by the new government 

driven out of Portugal, 
of L> 


The 


Hag 


an. 


many hints of diiiatisfa£tion on that account, which weredif- 
regarded by the States , and upon the return of prince Maurice 

from Hoiland, Antonio de Silva , the Portuguefe vice-rov of 


T i 

JD 


the D 


D 


term? 


having intelligence of the confpiracy, by letters from Europe , 
within an hour of its intended execution, found means to 

seat the Pc-rlugucji 
'tfliK-y Rociff, and 


bra id in 


places, and mutual mafi’acres filled both colonies. Thofe ac¬ 
counts coming to Europe , it was with difficulty that the 
prince of Grange faved the Portuguefe ambaftaiior at the 
Hague, from being torn in pieces j but the States, who be¬ 
lieved that nothing had been done without orders from the 
Portuguefe government, carried their complaints to the court 

£?. Cardinal A/azarine took that opportunity of up- 
the States, with their having entered into feparate ne¬ 
gotiations with the Spaniards , but promifed them all the fer- 
viccs that France could do them by her interpofitiou, and advifed 
them by all means to maintain their Brafil fettlements. A fleet 
of 5?. fnips was accordingly font out, under admiral Boucher; 
and Schuppcn was to direct the land operations. Hoftilities 
recommenced and raged for ten years, with a variety of opera¬ 
tions which are too minute for general hiftory ; but the final 
confcquence was, the utter expuliion of the Dutch from the 
Bra fils. It may be proper Ire re juft to obferve, that the war 
between the Dutch and the Portuguefe 
the utmoft: fervia 
b'ands in America. 


w •'Vi * V ^ . - t - —1 , 

towards the eftabliffiment of the Euglijo 


i 


Brafil was th 


original country of the Ame¬ 


rican fugar-cane; and the fubjcdls of both nations bein s? b y 
turns, lomctimes obliged to take fhelter in Barbados , Antigua , 
and other Englifa iflands, introduced among the planters the 
culture and manufacture of that profitable and ufeful com- 


JDeath of 


modify 

While the conferences for peace were going on at Munjler 
the prince and Ofnahnrg, cardinal Mazarine continued the fubfidy to the 
of Orange, States , and laid before the prince of Orange a plan forjbe- 
>vho is 
fucceeued 


fieging Ghent , and afterwards for reducing Antwerp. The 

marquis of Gaflel Rodrigo, who governed the Spanijh hether - 

by his fen. land , in the abfence of the archduke Leopold\ hearing of this 

propofiil, demanded a fufpenfion of arms, during the timeot 

the conferences. Though this was not granted, yet partly 

through the indifpofition of the prince of Orange , who was 

affiicted with the gout, and partly through his backwardnefs 

to 
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to concur longer with French plans, the defign was laid 


Fro ynp 


from 


afide. This, however, did not prevent Van 
blocking up Dunkirk by fea ? while the French befieged it by 
land; but the States , by this time, began to be fo jealous of 
the French defigns, that by the prince of Oranges advice, they 
laboured fincercly for peace. Such was the {late of affairs 
with the Stales General when on the 14th of March , 1647, r „ 

the prince of Orange died, in the 67th year of his age, with ^ / * 
the chara&er of his inheriting all the virtues and public fpirit 
of his illuftrious anceftors. He was fucceeded by his foil, 

William II. in all his power and offices. That young prince 
was then in the higheft reputation, both with the people and 
the army, and he endeared himfelf to the States General by an 
early declaration, that he would follow the maxims of his 
father, by accelerating a peace with Spain. This peace was 
accordingly concluded at Mun/ler , notwithstanding all the 
obftaclcs it met with from the French miniftry. Moni*. Servicn 
was lent from Paris to the Hague to traverfe it, but had the 
very fmgular mortification to meet with affronts, while he 
faw the Spanijh minifter loaded with careffes. The deputies Conclufi- 
of the States at Munjier , were Kr.uyt and Fauxv, and they on of the 
agreed with the Spanijh plenipotentiaries, that his catholic peace of 
majefly Ihould from that time acknowledge the freedom Munjier, 
and independency of the States upon himfelf and all other 
powers; that] a claufe of vti pojjidctis (liould take place, 
between the two powers, in a\! parts of the world, after the 
hour the treaty was figned. We are henceforth to confider 
the States General as forming a fovereign and an indepen¬ 
dent republic. 

France did not fail to upbraid the States General for their in¬ 
gratitude, in concluding a peace without their participation, 
and the States pleaded neceffity in their vindication. They 
affected to reconcile France and Spain , but the French plenipo¬ 
tentiaries declined the offer, and thofc of the States General , 


upon their return to the Hr. 




received the thanks of their 


country for what they had done. The fyftem of Europe was between 
now all of a fudden altered ; the houfe of Bourbon became Spa- 
then what the houfe of Aujlria had been before, the obje£t of niards and. 
public dread and jealoufy, and Spain the favourite ally of the the States 
States General. The French made violent efforts, but to no General, 
purpofe, to prevent the States from ratifying the treaty, for 
the peace was folemnly proclaimed on the 15th of June. 

The decTor of Brand-nburrh demanded the States to eva- to the dif- 
cuatc the places they held in the dutchy of Clevcs. They refufed like of the 
to comply, becaufe they held them in trull, during the depen- French. 
ckney of the difpute, which was not yet finiflicd. Th 
Spain countenanced this re fulfil, and endeavoured to bring the 
States to a rupture with France , by railing feverai commercial diff¬ 
iculties within the Low Countries , ariiing from the late treaty. 
stance left nothing unattemnted that could embroil the new 

allies 


e court of 
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allies with each other, and endeavoured to gain over the 

young prince of Orange t o her interefts, but without any vi¬ 
sible effect. 


!The 


ijlory of the United Provinces. 


BOOK 


IV. 


Rife of 

til 


c war 


between 


land. 


TftOELAND , during the civil wars of England\ had 
1 maintained an exact neutrality between the two parties, 
and the good offices done by the Orange family, to that of 


England Charles I. were only of a private nature, and fuch as arofe 
and Hoi- from their near connections in blood. They ,:J 


ever. 


fail to a 


larm th 




the States , at the earned requeft of th 


E ng lift 


/- 

Wales, who 


took refus 


Hi 


Joacbin 


\ v w ^ wvi u; 

88, the other 78 years 


of age, to repair to England in the depth of winter, and to 
mediate for the unhappy Charles I. They performed their 
commiflion chearfully and zealoufly, but, as is well known, to 
110 purpofe. When the dreadful event of that king’s decapita¬ 
tion took place, the States endeavoured to preferve the ap¬ 
pearances of their neutrality, and though they condoled with 
the prince, they did not congratulate him upon his acccffion 
to the throne of England . Sir William Boftwcll had, for fome 
time, redded at the Hague as minifter from Charles I. as Mr. 
Strieland did from the parliament. The latter now demanded 
audience from the States, as ambaflador from the republic of 
England. His demand, through the influence of the Orange 
party, was rejeCled, and Doriftans , a native of Holland , but 
one of the regicides of England , who had been fent over as an 
afiiftant to Stricland , was murdered in his own houfe by the 


// t\/r 

J & 


lift 


to Holland j nor did the 


States General fufficiently beftir themfclves in bringing the 
murderers to juflice. In fliort, the government of the Dutch 
republic had, at this time, a moft difagreeable part to a£ 1 . The 


people, 


lijh 


caufe of the murder of Charles. The States General were not 
their friends, through political confiderations. The States of 
Holland and Weft Ft i eft and, though inwardly of the fame fen- 
timents, were cautious, and protefted againfl: every refoJution 
that could give umbrage to England , and this induced Stnc- 
land to renew his applications for an audience, which the 
States General did not any longer think proper abfolutely tore- 
fufe him. 

Intrigues The deflgning Mazarine intrigued againfl: the royal party at 
of I'laza- the Hague , and endeavoured to draw the prince of Grand 


rat ;. 


front its interefls, and to involve 


States G 


7 


new 
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n ew war with Spain. At this time, his catholic majefty fent 


Ha? ue 


terms, acknowledged the fovereignty of the States General , 
Ivt could not bring them to break their neutrality, by eiwpo- 

. _ _^ ! A. Pi * I. * ^ J a ^ 




them to taki 


Sp 


Abou 


the fame time, a ridiculous demand was made, by the prior of 


John of Jerufc 


of the commanderies of 


Ifoita, in the dominions of the States General ; but without 
any effect- A treaty between the crown of Denmark and the 
Sines General took place, at the fame period, by which the na¬ 
vigation duties of the Sound were regulated, and each party 
v/as to furnifh the other, when attacked, with 4000 men. 

aty, however, met with great oppofition from the 


i ms 


tre 


northern powers, becaule all duties for {hipping were to 

be comprehended in 
by the States General. 


Danes 


This sera, properly fpeaking, 
moneyed intereft, which has 


gave 
fmee fo 


rife to the fyftem 


of 


greatly 


1650. 

prevailed in Differ- 


Enrobe. The States General found thernfelves vallly in debt, ences be- 

% . \ r r it » rr* 1 1 • r \ • . 


H . . ... __- 

tors would not agree to a reduction of the intereft, which they States of 
readily did. The annual charge thus exceeding the income, a Hoi and 
kind of land-tax was introduced, which gave rife to public and the 
difeontents, and difputes fucceeded about diminiftting the prince of 
public charge, by reducing the {landing army, which the Change. 
prince of Orange oppofed. It is certain, that the province of 
Holland , which at this time wanted to take the lead in the 
affairs of the States General , was jealous of the prince of 
Orange , but he was fupported by the deputies of the other 
provinces, the army, and the common people. Holland ftill 
infilled upon prefiding and directing, but was oppofed by the 
council of ftate, ’ ~ ~ 


C.I 


Naffau , governor of Frief- 
hml. Affifted by them, the prince of Orange obtained a refolu- 
tion from the States General , againft the propofed reduction of 
the army and garrifons, and a deputation was fent to each 
town of the province of Holland , to prevail with the magi- 
ftrates to change their fentiments. This was. a ftep equally 
imprudent as unconftitutional. The prince of Orange , 
attended the deputies, met with nothing but infults in 
towns where he was admitted; moil of whom would not fuller 
the deputies to enter upon their bufmefs, which, they faid, was 
unconftitutional, and the city of Amjlerdam^ with fome others, 
fiv.it their gates, both againft the prince, and the deputation. 
The States of Holland juftified their cities and towns in what 
they had done, and frefti fuel v/as loon added to the riline 


the 



Admiral de lFit. who had been fent to Brajil , returned about ^ p^ 
this time with a ruined fleet, but without making the fmalleli • „ i 
effort, for re-cftablifhing the affairs of the republic in that ' f 
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country. He was put under arreit oy the prince of Orange ns 


States Get 


(let dam. 


who 
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who had ferved under him to be imprifoned likewife. Thev 

— • « « /• fr M r * i # n J 


wer 


r% 


States of Holland . 


An r*c- 

comnui- 

-dation. 


Jl 


forcing open the prifon doors, fet the prifoners 

a* . /• #1 • r i .1 « 


The 


onfiderately 
Holland , among whom was 


burgo-mufter of Dort 
that name. The prii 


Amjl 


.owveftcin, and he ordered a 
Naffau , inftantly to march 
Tne defign was difeovered. 

t ■% r i 5 


and two of the magiftrates, Bitzker and Ny decooper, were fo 
well afilfted by the people and the failors, in preparing 
for the defence of the city, that upon the count’s arrival, he 
found his defign difeovered, and fent to the prince of Orangt 
for farther orders. The prince was flying to his afliftance, 
when Berverwcrt , one of his friends, carried him to a riling 

’ from whence he fliewed him that vaft ’ ' 


ground. 


A?njlerdam 


body 


or 


inundating the whole of his army, by only opening their fluiccs. 
The prince was convinced, and the fiege railed, by order of 
the States General , under whefe authority the prince had all 
along pretended he was acting; but though the States Genera! 
were undoubtedly the fupreme tribunal, they had no power to 
violate thofe privileges, upon which their own authority 
re fled. 


Amjl. 


had great confeouences. 


• ^ 
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The Orange faction flandered the ma- 
gnrratcs or Ar.jlerdam , with favouring the Englljh republicans. 
The merchants and chief inhabitants had felt the 
nicncies of the liege, flight as it was, and the prince’s troop 

Hill at the gates of the city. The prince invited thema- 


mconve- 


* 


were 


w m 

gift rates to treat, to which they had many reafons for agrec- 

and among other ftipulations 
proper fatlsracaon fhould 
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be 


J - o 

it was concluded, that a 


given to 
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who, how- 
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merits 


prince, 

, never thought proper to enter into Amjhrdam\ and that 
two brave magiftrates fhould be ftript of their employ- 
to which they themfelves were magnanimoufly the 


Death of 
the princi 

of Ora/.gt 


tuft to con fent; and thus a moft ruinous civil war, which niuit 
have put an end to the infant independency of the States , was 
prevented. 

The memory of the prince of Oraiige has been moft fevcrc- 
iy treated by writers, for his unfuccefsfui attempt upon Am¬ 
pler dam ; but perhaps the chief blame may be found to lye in 


Du 


fupreme authority in men, who were under the controul of 
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their infe 
the 


Stat 


Grange, wen 
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eriors ; for it now appeared that the iovcrcignty oi_ 
es General , and the Stadiholderlhip of the prince of 


but nominal, when oppofed to the fingle pro 

.. ... _v id. It is hard to pronounce what the event 

might have been, had the prince furvived ; but he was carried 

off by tiie fmall-pox, in the 24th year of his age, on the 6th 

of 
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of November. He died with the chara&er of equalling, if not 
i'arpafling, both in genius and ambition, the molt illuftrious 
of his predeceflors. Every town in Holland was in a blaze of 
triumph when the certainty of his death was known. Never 
tiiii any prince die in a more critical fituation, both for hi 
country and his family. His widow, eight days after his 
death, was brought to bed of afon, afterwards William III. of 
Great Britain ; but the fplendor, the power, the weight, and the 
authority of the houfe of Orange , in the United Provinces , 
feemed all of a fudden to be like a tale that was told. 

The fix deputies of Holland who had been imprifoned by Affairs of 
the late prince in the caflle of Louvefhin , had been fet at li- his fami- 
berty, and were now loaded with additional honours and pre- ]y t 
ferments 5 and all differences between the States General and 
thole of Plolland were immediately compromifed with the 
greateft appearances of cordiality. Under the pretext of bring¬ 
ing the conftitution of the republic back to its original prin¬ 
ciples, the States of Holland flript the houfe of Orange of all 
its power, for the future, to influence the provincial States , and 
indeed of all its rights and privileges in the government, on 
pretence of their having been ufurped. The elder princefs- 
dowager of Orange , widow to prince Henry, wrote circular 
letters to the provinces, to put the people in mind of their 
obligations to the houfe of Orange , and that the infant prince, 
in his cradle, ought not to be deprived of his birthright, 
but inflated in the Stadtholderfhip, which he plight hold by a 
lieutenant during his minority. The States , who were appre- 
henfive of the fpirit of the people, devoted to the houfe of 
Najjau , returned the princefs an evafive, but civil, anfv/er, and 
the young prince received the name of IVilliam , with great 
folemnity, at his baptifm. Many were the competitors for 
being his guardian5 but the difpute was decided in favour of 
his mother, who was, however, to be aflifled by the ele£ior of 
Brandcnburgh. 

In 1651, was held an aflembly of the States General , in 


1651. 


which the principles of the union of Utrecht , and the fynod _ , 
of Dort , were renewed and confirmed ; and it was rcfolvcd, 0 v 
that all officers, civil and military, even down to the prince’s ^ tates ^ 
own guards, fhould take an oath of fidelity to the States Gene- KC, ‘‘ * 
ml and the States of Holland '. In fliort, in this aflembly, all 
poifible menfures were taken to prevent for ever the revival 
or the Stadtholderfhip. About this time, a foolifh ambaf- 
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made upon 


retreat, by the 
that crown. Thi 


high 


demands which the States 
difficulty being over, it foon 


appeared, that, however dangerous the office of Stadtholder 
had been to the States of Holland , it had been often highly 
uferjl in quelling the claims of the antient nobility, particu- 
fariy in the provincial afl’emblies, which were now revived ; 
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but the nobles differing among themfeives, their pretences wcr 

fet afide by the States General. 
who are The civil wars of England were a golden sera for the Dutch 
divided who engrofl’ed, during that time, moft of the Englifo trade, 
concern- His catholic majefty had formally recognized the power of the 
ing their parliament, which was now intent upon reviving the marine 
behaviour and reftoring the trade of their country. The Dutch govern- 
towards ment faw, that they mull: make thofe determined republicans 
England, at once, either their enemies or their friends; and they inclin¬ 
ed the rather to the former, becaufe they knew, that, if the 
latter, they muft be their rivals. The Englifo republicans de¬ 
manded immediate fatisfaclion for the murder of Dori/laus, 
and that the fovereignty of their parliament fhould be ac¬ 
knowledged by the States ; but in this they were iecondcd by 
the States of Zealand alone. The parliament having con Id¬ 
eated the eftates of the royal family and the royalills, cut 
down the timber that grew upon them, and employed it to 
the belt of purpofes, that of railing a marine, that might give 
A neoo- l aw on the ocean. Striclancl was encouraged by the States of 
tiation fet Holland to go over to England , where he brought his mailers 
on foot. to confent to enter upon a negotiation; and St. John , though 

he had little or no knowledge in foreign affairs, was appointed 
to manage it, chiefly becaufe he was the friend of CromocH, 
then ablent in Scotland. St. John , on his arrival in Hclicmd, 
was obliged to put up with fome infults which he received 
from the royalifts, who were very numerous there, and who 
were encouraged by Mazarine, from the dread he had of an al¬ 


liance taking place between the two republics, 
ferences palled in demands made for 


Fh e fi rfl: con- 
debfs, and 


arrears, 

depredations, by both parties, and which neither would admit 
©f. St. John then proceeded to his main bufinefs, which was 
that of an offer of an offenfive and defenlive alliance between 
the two republics, but qualified with certain infolent demands, 
to the difgrace and detriment of the houfe of Orange. The 
States General gave a fmooth, but evafive, anfwer to this pro- 
poll tion, upon which St. John , by order of his mafter?, re¬ 
turned in great difguft to England. He was followed by two 
ambaffadors, to apologize for the conduct of the Stales , but 
no regard was paid to them, and the demands, fome of them 
reaching as far back as the mnffacre of Amboyna , made by the 
parliament upon the Dutch , far exceeded thofe that ever had 
been made by the family of the Stuarts. In an infianr, hof- 
tiliiies commenced, and the Englifo had orders to demand, for 


the meaneft frigate they had, the ufual honours of the ihig, 
from the ftrongeft Dutch fhip they met with at lea. This did 


The aft c 
navigaii- 



whatfoever, of the growth or manufacture of A fin , Afnct v, 
<c or America , as well of the Englljh plantations as others, 
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fhali be imported into England, Ireland , or any the territories 
thereof, in any {hips or veil'd s ; but in fuch as do indy ae¬ 
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« long to this commonwealth, or the plantations thereof, 

“ under the penalty of the forfeiture of goods and vefiels. And 
« of Europe the like, that no commodities whatl'oever of foreign 
“ crrowth or manufacture, which are to be brought into this 
« commonwealth, in lhips belonging to the people thereof, 

“ fhall be by them flopped from any places, but only from 
u thofe of the fame growth, production, or manufacture, or 
« from thofe parts where the fame commodities can only be, 

“ or ufually have been fhipped for tranfportatron.” 

This aCt aimed at the vitals of the Dutch commerce. The Blake 
more the States complained, the parliament flood upon the defeats 
higher terms, for they now not only demanded two millions Tromp by 
lieriing, and fatisfaCtion upon the Ambayna murderers, by ^a. 
way of indemnification for their iofies, but that every little 
Englijh bark fhould he at liberty to feareh the Dutch fir ft rate 
men of war. By this time, the Dutch had fuftered feverely 
from the Englijh captures, and an Engli/t’) man of war had 
ft ilk a fliip of one of their fifhing fleets for refusing to pay 
the tribute demanded for that liberty. After fome tranfadions 
on both Tides, that were rather ceremonious than material, the 1652, 
Dutch, in the beginning of the year 1652, laid an embargo 
upon ail the Engiijl) (hipping in their harbours, and Tromp 
appeared before Portfmouih with a fleet of 45 fail. Blake , the 
Englijh admiral, was not in any immediate condition to refent 
this infult; but getting his fleet together, he perceived that 
of Tramp at the back of the Goockvin Sands. Blake , though 
he had with him then'no more than ;6 fhips of the line, de¬ 
manded, by a difeharge of cannon without (hot, the honours 
due to the Englijh flag, and be was anfvvcred by a broad-fide 
from Tramp, and then the fight begun; but while it lafted, 

Blake v/as critically reinforced by 8 (hips under commodore 
Bourn. The engagement continued till it was dark, when it was 
found that the Englijh had taken one of the Dutch fhips and 
funk another, with the lofs of no more than 15 men of their 


own; and next morning the Dutch fleet was obferved to be four 
leagues diftant from that of England towards the coaft of France. 

f his engagement, for it could not be called a victory, ex- Further 
hibited an unufual object to the conflderation of Europe , that prog refs 
of an infant ltate difputing the fovereignty of the feas againft t.f the na- 
tile fleet of a nation which had fo long held it, and com- val war. 
manded by the great Tromp , who was defervedly accounted 
tlieableft fea officer that that or any other age had produced. 

This phenomenon was no lefs aitoni fifing to the States them- 
felves, who by the m. aneft palliations fought to excufe their 
conduct, even to the denying that they had given Tromp orders 
to acl hoftilely. Their remonftra.nces were treated with the 
utmoft contempt by the Eng Ufa parliament, who both ap¬ 
plauded and remunerated their admiral and office; s, and gave 
ptders to redouble their naval preparations. The Dutch , fee- 


orders to redouble their naval preparations. The Dutch , fee¬ 
ing all hopes of accommodation vanifh, did the like, and 
- an Galen , one of their admirals, was lent with a fquadron 
to the Mediterranean , againft Bocllcy the Englijh commodore 

there. 
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there. In the mean while, Van Tramp's fleet was difpcrfed 
and he himfclf forced into the TexcL Blake made ufe of that 
opportunity to fail towards Shetland , where he attacked 
the grand fleet of fifhing fliips, and took all their convoy, 
confitting of 12 men of war; but fuftered the fmaller lhip S to 
efcape, upon their crews promifing never to return to fifh j n 
tbofe feas without licence from the Englijli parliament. Sir 
George Afc-ie , another Englijh admiral, during the abfence of 
Blake northwards, lay in the channel with a fmall fquadron, 
which mutt have been dettroyed had not another ftorm diflk 
pated Ruyter s fleet, which was obliged to return to Holland\ 
where it was reinforced to the enormous power of 120 fail. 
This fuccefl'or of Tramp in his commands, glory, and naval 
atchievements, had railed himfclf from the condition of a 
common failor, but was now put at the head of a feparate 
fquadron, and fent to convoy a rich homeward bound mer¬ 
chant fleet. He encountered Afcue , but though they fought 
for three days, they feparated without cither being able, with 
juftice, to boaft of a victory. In the mean while. Van Galen 
engaged and defeated a fmall Englijl) fquadron under Bodh 
in the Straits , but lott his own life in the encounter. Rutfer 
having brought his convoy to Atajlcrdam, complained of his 
having been ill ferved by his officers during the late engage¬ 
ment, and the States General ordered Tramp to take the com¬ 
mand of the whole fleet. 


Vttn Tr:?;;p The 


Van Tramp 
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difplaced. count of the late ttorms he had encountered, as being guilty 

either of incapacity or treachery, and obliged the States Ge¬ 
nera! to difplace both him and de Ruyter , and give the com¬ 
mand of the fleet to de IVit. This produced a mutiny of the fea* 
inen, which was, not without applying force, with great diffi¬ 
culty reprefl'ed by the magiftrates of Atrjlerdam ; but Ruyter was 
reftored to his command. The mutiny was partly occanoned 
by the immenfe lottos which the Dutch navigation and com¬ 
merce were every day flittering from the Englijl. i, who were 
enriched by their fpoils. De Wit's and Ruyter s fquadrons 
being joined, failed in queft of Blake., who was now returned 
laden with plunder from his northern expedition, and whole 
fleet was repaired with amazing quicknefs. The two fleets 
coming in fight of each other, Ruyter made a difpofuion tor 
an engagement that would have daunted any man but Elea ; 
for he drew up his fliips in a line of battle behind a ("and bank, 
fo that the capital fliips of the Englijh could not attack them 


Th eDutch without manifeft difiidvantage. Blake divided his force into 
again de- three fquadrons, one led by himfelf, another by Penn, and 
feated by the third by Bourn ; but as Ruyter had forefeet!, his three large 
fea. fliips ftruck upon the Kentijh Knock . Thofe fliips being tor 

the orefent rendered unferviceable, de Wit , againtt Ru)ter% 
judgment, quitted the advantages of his lituation to light tns 
Englijh at open fea. The fhips got off the Knock and engaged 


The 
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tie Wit's divifion with the greateft intrepidity. De h 
his chief llrength againtt the Sovereign t in which Bl 
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the ftrongeft fhip the Englijh ever had built; but the coolnefs 
and refolution with which Blake and the Englijh commanders 
fought, ac once exafperated and difpirited the Dutch , who 
now met with a courage, as well as operations, of which they 
never had entertained the fmalleft idea. Night parted the 
combatants, after Blake had funk one of the capital Dutch 
fiiips, and Mildmay , an Englijh^ commander, had taken their 
rear admiral, but his own fhip and two Dutch fhips were 
funk during the engagement. 

Though the Englijh , who loft no more than 40 of their 
men, but had 500 wounded, had an undifputed claim to 
the viftory, yet the Dutch endeavoured to diiguife their own 
lofs, and had Ruyter agreed to it, de Wit would have renewed 
the fight next morning; but Ruyter knew the genius of the 
Englijh and the Dutch too well, and their fleet crowded all 
the fail they could to the Goree , which they entered the 30th 
of Oftobcr, 1652. Charles II. was then at Paris, where he 1653, 
made an offer to the Dutch ambaffador to go as a volunteer on 
board their fleet, provided he might be at liberty to command 
fuch of the Englijh fhips as fhould declare for him. This 
propofal was tranfmitted to the States General , whofe mighty 
ideas of their naval power were now fo much abated, that they 
had refolved upon a peace at any rate with England , and 
therefore his majefty’s propofal was fet afide. All the palli¬ 
ations of the States could not ftifle the public difeontents 
which were ready to break out into open rebellion, when the 
Dutch law their invincible armada, which was to decide the 
empire of the Teas in their favour, inglorioufly flying before 
an enemy inferior in force. Van Tromp was reftored to his 
command, and ordered to convoy home a fleet of 300 fhips. 

The reputation of Tromp was fo high, that his fleet became 
ftronger than that which had been beat, while Blake had 
lent off the greateft part of his to be refitted, or to other def- 
tinations. He faw the fuperiority of the Dutch, but he engaged butafier- 
them on the 25 th of November, though under inexpreflible wards de- 
diladvanttlges, from eleven in the forenoon till fix in the after- feat the 
noon, when the darknefs of the night, in all probability, faved Englijh ; 
the EngliJI) from total deftrudion. In this engagement, 

Blake's fhip was difabled, two others of his fleet were taken, 
two burnt, and one funk ; while all the lofs of the Dutch was 
one fhip, which was blown up by accident. But though it 
is certain that this victory was gained on the fide of the Dutch 
by an irrefiftable fuperiority of numbers, yet Tromp , with 
a vain-glory which does no honour to his memory, proceeded 
towards his convoy with a broom fixed on his inain-top- 
maft head, intimating that he intended to fweep the channel 
clear of the Englijh. 

The Dutch admiral. Cats , commanded a fquadron in the and are 
Mediterranean , but Appleton , the Englijh commodore there, victorious 
being greatly inferior to him in ftrength, gave hirn the flip, in the Mc- 
The inftru&ions of Cats led him to commit many infolences it err a. 
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againft the French themfelves, which his moft chriftian ma- 
jefty refented by calling upon them for money due to him by 

treaties. The wealth obtained, during the Ihcrt continuance 
of this war, by the Englijh on the feas, was fo large as to be 
hardly credible, but it proves the immenfe trade the Dutch then 
carried on. Thofe Ioffes fell upon the rich, while the poor 
fuffered feverely by the total difcontinuance of their herring 
filhery. Every difafter, as ufual, was imputed to the govern¬ 
ment, and the people of Zealand tumultuoufly demanded a 
Stadtholder of the family of Orange . This was oppofed with 
the greateft warmth ana zeal by the Hates of Holland ; and 
the union of Utrecht was in danger of being diffolved, when 
all parties found themfelves obliged to reunite againft the 
Englijh. Upon the return of Trotnp , with his immenfe con¬ 
voy, he received the thanks of the States General and was 
continued in his command in conjunction with Ruyter . 

In the beginning of the year 1653, both nations applied 
YhcDu'ch with indefatigable induftry to the increafc of their marine; 
defeated and by the beginning of February , Blake had under his com¬ 
mand a gallant fleet of flxty fail, with which he intended to 
intercept the great convoy which the two Dutch admirals 
were bringing home. On the 18th, both fleets met, that of 
the Dutch being fuperior in ftrength. So dreadful a combat 
on the deep, perhaps, had never been feen ; Van Tramp wanted 
to prelerve his high reputation, and Blake to make amends 
for his late defeat; the particulars would fill a hiftory itfelf. 
Blake and Dean led up the attack, followed by iz Ihips, and 
fuftained the fury of the whole Dutch fleet, till difengaged by 
their other Ihips. For three days did this dreadful engage¬ 
ment laft, till nature feemed to wear a new face in air and lea, 
through the explofions of fmoke, the wrecks of Ihips, and 
dead bodies, and every fpecies of marine defolation. The 
roaring of the cannon was fuch as hulhed the fea into a calm. 
Tramp feemed to be the fir ft who was touched by the Ihocking 
appearances of death, which were every moment encreafing; 
and on the evening of the third day he drew off his fleet ill 
excellent order, after loftng 11 capital Ihips, 30 merchant¬ 
men, 2,coo Tailors and marines, and having 1,500 wounded, 
and 1,100 taken prifoners. The lofs of the Englijh, with re¬ 
gard to men, was perhaps equal to that of the Dutch ; bat 
though they loft: but one Ihip of war, the whole of their 
fleet was fo Ibattered that they could not purfuc their enemy 
with any effeiSt. 

Affairs of It muft be acknowledged that Van Trotnp , though beaten, 
the north, carried his point, through the mafterly manner in which he 

brought home his convoy ; but the naval glory of the Dutch 
was now eclipfed, and the Swedes were inclinable to take 
part with England in the war. All that Van Bniningen, ^ 
Dutch envoy, could obtain, was the promife of a neutrality; 
but he perfuaded his Danijh majefty to commit a Ihamcful 
breach of good faith, in fuzing into his own hands the fli'P 5 

4 and 
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-nd cargoes of an EngUJh merchant fleet, to which he had 
given refuge in the port of Copenhagen. His Danifo majetty 
afterwards concluded a treaty with the States General , by 
which he was to furnifh the Dutch with 20 fhips of war, upon 
their paying him a fubftdy of 100,000 rix dollars. By this 
treaty, which was offenfive and defenfive, the EngUJh were ex¬ 
cluded from the Baltic ; but the effedfs of it, upon the whole, 
were next to nothing, as his Danijlo majefty never would fuffer 
his fhips to join the Dutch fleets. 

Mr. Pauw , the penfionary of Holland ,. was now dead, and De Wit 
John cle kVit was chofen in his room, This great man hated chofen 
the houfe of Orange , and the power of a Stadtholder, and the penfion- 
hrft exercife of his office, was to enter into a fecret negotia- ary of HoU 
tion with England for peace. By this time, Cromwell was land .. 
matter of the Englijf) government, and was by no means averfe 
to that meafure. The Engltjh fleet had been repaired, and refit¬ 
ted with timber and other materials from Denmark , and in the 
beginning of "June, the three Dutch admirals, Tramp, de TVit y 
and Ruyter, were again at fca, with another vaft fleet. Monk and 
Dean (Blake commanding a feparate divifion) commanded the 
main fleet of the EngUJh, which confifted of ninety-five men 
of war, and five fire-fhips, as that of the Dutch did of ninety- 

eight men of war, and feven fire-fhips. On the 2d of June TheDutcb 
both fleets met, and after another mott dreadful engagement, d e f eate< i 
in which Van Tramp exerted himfelf with great abilities and j n a ter „ 
intrepidity, the fury of the Dutch gave way to the courage of r ;uu 

the EngUJh. The EngUJh admiral, Dean, was killed in the 
beginning of the engagement, but his lofs was concealed by 
Monk, who, with admirable prefence of mind, dropt his cloak 
upon Deans body when it fell. All Tramp's authority could 
not oblige his commanders to keep his line of battle. It is 
laid that he fell fhort of ammunition, and began to retreat 
about three in the afternoon, after feeing three of his beft 
fhips funk, two blown up, and eleven taken, with ijco of 
his failors. His own fhip had been twice boarded by vice- 
admiral Penn, and muft have been taken* had fhe not been 
difengaged by Ruyter and de Wit . A vaft number of merchant 
fhips were taken and deftroyed on this occafion. The whole 
of the Dutch fleet, in fhort, muft have been deftroyed, had not 
lromp fheltered them behind the banks of JVeilingcn , where 
the capital EngUJh fliips could not attack them. The moft 
extraordinary circumftairce of this battle was, the cheapnefs 
olthe victory, which the EngUJh purchafed without the lofs of 
a fhip, and befides Dean, only one captain, and a very few of 
their common Tailors, were killed. 

This defeat was the more difeouraging to the Dutch , as it Repair 
could admit of no palliation, and as their admirals had been their fleet 
unblamcablc in their conduct. De Wit honeftly told the 
Spiles that the EngUJh were their matters, and the matters of 
tae ocean. Van Tramp and Ruyter remonftrated upon the 
iuperiority of the EngUJh weight of metal to theirs, that their 
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(hips were ill provided, and their feamen worfe paid. The 
States readily promifed them redrcfs, and left it to themfelves 
to execute their own demands. The popular complaints, as 
ufual, were renewed, and it was now known, that a negotia¬ 
tion was far advanced, between Cromwell an & Van Buiningeu ; 
but it was carefully concealed from the public, who were 
fwayed by the Orange party. Van Tro?tip, who was a (anguine 
friend to that houfe, relumed his command, and loft no time 
in proceeding to hoftilities, before Beverning , and other deputies 
who h id been Lot to treat of peace, could open their com- 
million. The ftate 01 the E giijh, government, at this time, 
under CromvjelU gave them vait advantages, and feme of the 
jyioft (launch Englijh republicans, Blake in parti.ular, wf ; 
againft puftiing a fifter commonwealth to ruin. T^is wu c 
true reafon, why the late battle had fuch inconfiderabm 
fequences. The Orange party, by the intelligence th.y kept 
up with the friends of the houfe of Stuart , knew of the divi¬ 
sions in Cromzveir s councils, and puftied for the election of a 
Stadtholder, which was vigoroufly oppoled by tie Wit , and 
the Louvejlein fadlion. The latter found the tide of popu¬ 
larity run fo high for a war, that they durft not avow the 
mealiires they had entered into for peace. Even the children 
at the Hague enlifted themfelves under the mock bannerol 
the young prince of Orange. This gave offence to dc IFti 
and his party. Parents took the parts of their children, tumults 
enfued, the prifons were foon filled, and the whole province 
wore a face of uproar and confufion. The inhabitants of 
Slays rebelled, and a military detachment reduced them to 
reafon by ftratagem. The count of Najjau interefted himfelt 
in the military preparations made upon the TexeK and he 
jftood rebuked by the States for his offxcioufnefs. The Zea¬ 
landers in general were even furious for a Stadtholder, but 
they were difappointed through the addrefs of the Louvcjia 
faction. 

A treaty. All this while, the great queftion about peace or war hung 

in fufpence. Cromwell hated Van Vro/np and the Orange party, 
but (ecretly hinted, that he was willing to grant peace to the 
Dutch government, provided they would enter into a union 
with England , incorporate as well as federate; a propofal 
which the Dutch very properly confidered in the light of forg¬ 
ing their own chains. The Orange, party had a hint of this 
propofition, and Cromwell difowned it, for fear it (houldhurt 
him at home. In the mean while, the Dutch had again a fleet 
at fea, ftronger and better provided than any of their former. 
Some writers fay, that it amounted to 140 fail, under Van 
Tronip , Ray ter , and de Wit . The Lonvcfleincrs were againft 
its fighting, and for employing it only in protecting their 

trade, which was now diftrefled more than ever, as the 
Ufa rode the feas in triumph, and locked up the mouth ot the 
Vex el a fight xvhich arroufed the Dutch fpirit fo much, that it 

baffled all the refinements of de lVit 3 and fighting iiiftnuStions 
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were given to their admirals. Young Van Tramp, who had de¬ 
coyed an Englijh man of war in the Straits , was ordered to 
join the main body with his fquadron. The elder Van Tromp's 
and de Wit's divifion was feparated from that under Ruyter ; 
br it ventured out, and maintained a dropping fight with the 
jjV-7 Pp fleet, which was commanded by Monk , Laivfon , and 
p By favour of the ftorm, Tramp joined Ruyter , by which 
ti._ .'Juich fleet amounted to J20 fail, and they went in a body 
ti ight the Englijh, who lay between Scbeveling and the 
~..rje. Evcrtzen , who was now added to the Dutch admi- 
5. a, commanded the center. Tramp the right, Ruyter the left, 
and de Wit the rear of their fleet. 

On the 31ft of July the engagement began, and was con- Dutch a- 
tinued with the moft tempered intrepidity, that had ever been g a j n d e _ 
beheld at fea. It is fuperfluous for us to repeat, that its hor- f ea ted by 
rors and carnage exceeded all defcription. It is, however, f ea> 
proper to obferve, that the Englijh had, by this time, almoft 
inftru&ed the Dutch how to beat themfelves, for their com¬ 
manders fought in the clofe Englijh manner, which did the 
greateft execution. Tramp's impetuofity penetrated the Eng- 
iijh line, but before he could recover himfelf he was furround- 
ed by Goodfon's fquadron, and he himfelf was killed by a. 
mufket ball, as he was gallantly giving his orders on the deck. 

His laft words were, Courage, my lads, I have finifhed my 
“ courfe with glory.” Bredervode took his command, but 
endeavoured to conceal his death. The brave Ruyter had 
been, by this time, fo roughly handled by Lawfon , that his 
Ihip was towed out of the line, but he was returning in a lhallop 
to the engagement when Tramp's death being known, threw 
the Dutch feameninto an irrevocable dejedbion. A rout enfued. 


and the Dutch were totally defeated, with the lofs of 24, fome 
fay 26 of their beft fhips, 4000 men killed, and iooo taken 
prifoners, befides toro that were faved from perifhing in the 
waves, by the humanity of the vidbors. That humanity was 
the more remarkable, as Monk , who commanded the Englijh 
in chief, had given orders, that his men fhould neither take 
nor give quarter. The Englijh loft fome fhips. They had 
6co men killed, icoo wounded, and their whole fleet was fo 
fluttered, that it was obliged to leave the Dutch coafts, which 

gave them a fhallow pretence for difputing the honour of the 
victory. 

Upon the return of the Dutch fleet into its harbours, a uni- Dejeftion 
verfal face of dejedbion overfpread the republic. The States , of the 
however, magnanimoufly returned thanks to Ruyter and the republic., 
furviving admirals. They were comforted by Mazarine , and 
they applied themfelves to repair their marine. Two deputies 
v *ere fent to England ', where the ambaffador from* the States 
flifl refided. Crotmvell facrificed all confiderations of public 
utility to his own fafety, and he now offered peace to the 
states, on condition of their giving a perpetual excluficn to. 
the houfe of Orange from the StadihoUIerfhip, and limiting the. 

C 0 number- 
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number of Chips in their fleet, according to the pleafure of 
- England. The deputies foon perceived, that the firit condition 
was that which Cromwell chiefly inforced, and they promifed 

to lay the negotiation before the States. Beverning accordingly 
carried it over, and it gave great fatisfa&ion ; but the province 
of Holland took fuch a lead in the negotiation, as gave um¬ 
brage to the other provinces ; fo that the credit of the deputies 
was greatly lefl'ened in Cromwells eyes. This created new 
difficulties, and the condition of excluding the Orange family 
from the Stadtholderfhip, was carefully concealed from the 
knowledge of the public. Various ridiculous refinements up¬ 
on this negotiation have been introduced by hiftorians. 
The truth is, Cromwell was bent upon a peace, having long 
fixed his thoughts upon a breach with Spain , with the captures 
of whofe IVejt India fleets, he was in hopes to fupply the exi¬ 
gencies of his own needy precarious government. Cardinal 
Mazarine encouraged the Dutch not to give Cromwell all his 
terms, and "Jongerjlal , one of the deputies in England ,, was 
heard to fay, that if the protestor fhould infift upon the ex- 
ciufion of the Orange family, the States General would de¬ 
clare war againft his perfon, and offer peace to the reft of the 
nation. Cromwell's council was divided, and he himfelf irre- 
folute, which encouraged Beverning and fome of the other 
Dutch deputies, into fome provoking infolences againft Crom¬ 
well. On the other hand, fix of the States were fo immea- 
furably jealous of the province of Holland , that the latter 
threatened to break off from the confederacy, and Cromwell 
refilled to treat with the deputies, becaufe they were not pro¬ 
perly authorized according to the forms of their conftitution, 
Neceffity obliged the States to remove this impediment, for the 
foreign trade of the Dutch was going daily to ruin, by the 
captures of the Englijh , who fometimes feized whole fleets of 
their richeft merchantmen. 


Cromwell , during the negotiation, gave proofs of that rough 
commanding genius that had always diftinguifhed his conduit. 
He knew the province of Holland hated the houfe of Orangey 
and therefore the Hollanders became fo much his favourites, 
that he plainly told the deputies, he minded none of the 
Dutch but them, and indeed it is more than probable that he 
had a fecret correfponder.ee with De Why through Beverning , 
which encouraged his inflexibility. In fliort, the deputies gnve 
•up every thing to Cromwelly and the peace was figned in the 
beginning of April. Its chief articles were ; That the States 
General ftiould *five no fhelter, within their dominions, to the 
family of Stuart, or any of its adherents ; nor to any enemy ot 
the republic of England (by which France herfelf might pofiibly 
have been comprehended;) That they fhould reftore to England 


the ifle of Po!cro?i in the Eajl Indiesy and pay 300,000 /. as a 
fatisfa&ion for the cruelties that had been committed at Am- 
boyna ; That they fhould give the honour of the flag to the 


Englifby comply with their navigation 


act, and pay ror the 

Em Ah 


* 
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Englijh ftiips that had been fold by the king of Denmark. 

Such were the ingrafted articles, when Cromwell infilled upon 
a feparate one, that Ihould perpetually exclude the family of 
Orange from the Stadthc: Jerfhip,^ producing, at the lame 
time, a refolutionof the States of Holland , of the 24th of Au- 
ptjl proceeding, againft the making the prince of Orange 
captain-general. He required that this adt fhould be palled 
by the States of Holland , and returned with a ratification to 
England in a month, which was accordingly pet formed, tho’ 
the confent of the States had never regularly been obtained ; 
and even the members who agreed to the exclufion, declared, 
that they were overawed by Cromwell. 

Never was a negotiation carried on and concluded under am j con „ 
more difgraceful circumftances to a people, than the above was c i u ft 0 n, 
to the States General. Even the province of Holland durft not 
avow the exclufion of the Orange family, and the young 
prince’s royal mother, with his other guardians, petitioned 
againft it in the moft moving terms. The rage of the people 
and the difcontents of the other provinces were inexpreflible. 

The province of Holland employed their credit with Cromwell, 
but in vain, to obtain a mitigation of the article, and they 
made the moft fubmiflive apologies to the princefs of Orange, 
for what they had been obliged to do againft her family; but all 
this did not hinder them from being confidered as the tyrants 
and violators of the confederacy. To crown the misfortunes 
and diflentions of the republic, the king of Denmark refufed 
to pay one farthing of the money, for which the States ftood 
engaged. Nothing is more eafy than to divert the attention 
of the Dutch , and de Wit did it on this occafion, from their 
jealoufy of Holland , by converting it into indignation againft 
the ingratitude of his Danijlo majefty. 

After the peace with England , the States of Holland private- 
ly encouraged feveral writings, intimating, that they held from 0 f t ^ e 
the kings of Spain , as counts of Holland, certain prerogative n0r£ h 
rights over the other provinces of the confederacy. This * 
dodtrine was intended as a juftification of their condudt, 
during the late negotiation with England, and de Wit had 
the addrefs to make it a public amufement from the prefs, to 
his difeontented countrymen. The ambition of Charles 
Gujlavus of Siveden, rendered a treaty between the United 
Provinces and the eledtor of Brandenburgh, requifite for 
their mutual interefts. By this treaty, the States gua- , . 

ranteed the dutchy of Clcves to the elector; who on the in 

other hand, was to give free admifiion to the Dutch fhipping 
111 his ports of Prujfia and Pomerania , and to defend the com¬ 
merce of the States in the Baltic. This treaty proved of fome 
difadvantage to the eledtor during the fucceeding troubles of 
Germany , in which the Dutch adted on the defenfive, and indeed 
Charles obliged the elector to break it, and confidered the 
Dutch as his capital enemies; fo that they were obliged to 

equip a fquadron of 50 {hips of war, to protect their trade in 

C c 4 the 
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the Baltic. They lent Buiningcn , but without fuccefs, to en¬ 
gage his Danijh majefty againft the Swedes , and Charles feemed 
determined at all events to exclude the Dutch from the com¬ 
merce of the Baltic , in which he was countenanced by Crom¬ 
well. 

Nieuport was, at this time, envoy from the States General in 
j England* and had the care of carrying the late treaty into exe¬ 
cution. This could not be done, without adjufting the con¬ 
cerns of two Eajl India companies, and in doing which, the 
Dutch puzzled the negotiations fo artfully, that Cromwell 
was fatisiied with receiving, at that time, 70,000/. as part 
of the Amboyna indemnification, and great difficulties were 
raifed about the reftitution of the ifle of Paler on. At laft, a 
treaty between France and England , in which the Dutch were 
comprehended, gave a truce to farther altercations, and the 
States fent a fleet to the Mediterranean , for the protection of 
Great ad- their trade, againft the Algerines. De Wit , whom we are now 
drefi of to confider as the head of the Dutch republic, laboured with 
Be Wit . the molt unabated affiduity, during this interval of public 

tranquillity, in the fervice of the States. He perfuaded the 
creditors of the republic to accept of four per cent, for their 
money, though, at the fame time, intereft in England was at 
nine per cent. H had the addrefs to keep the office of mar- 
fnal-gener2l of t ie camp, which was vacant by the death of 
Brcderode , for for.-e time open, and to fet afide a propofal 
that the young prince of Grange fhould be educated under the 
infpection of certain members of the States General. This laft 
was a policy, dictated by de Wit's abhorrence of every thing, 
that could indicate a connexion between the houfe of Orange 
and the republic of the United Provinces. It was not, how¬ 
ever, in his power to extinguifh the ardour of the common 
people, for electing the prince their Stadtholder ; but he care¬ 
fully fomented divifions among them, concerning the qua¬ 
lifications and privileges of the refpedtive provinces and 


towns. 


Th zDi'tcb The Dutch commerce, at this time, was in great diforder in 
favour the the Baltic , through the animofity that ftill prevailed againft 
Banes. them at the court of Szveden. They endeavoured once- more 


Banes. 


Peace of 
E.hing. 


Danifh 


They endeavoured once more 
in their favour, but without 


effeCt, and the Swedes had even the infolence to put their 
envoys, whom they fent to complain, under arreft They 
were releafed, and apologies were made; hut the States order¬ 
ed Gpaara , who had fucceeded Van Tromp in his command, to 
proceed with a fquadron to the Ba!t;c , for the protection 01 
their trade. This produced an application fropi the king of 


-- -- 1-r o ” --1 

Danifh majefty to keep the Dutch 


Dantzic 


the Baltic, This negotiation had no effect, and in the mean 
while, Gpdam arrived at Dantzic. This produced the peace of 
Etbing, which reftored the affairs of the States General m the 
Baltic . The war which was then raging, between Cromwell 

and 
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and the Spaniards, had very difagreeable confequence 3 with 
regard to the Dutch . He complained of their partiality to¬ 
wards the k ; ng of Denmark) again!! his favourite ally, Charles 
Gufiavus } of their befriending the Spaniards , and of their 
tolerating a chapel at the Hague , in which Charles II. was 
prayed for by name. It is certain, that Cromioell had, at this 
time, feme thoughts of breaking with the Dutch , and that 
they flint up the Hague chapel. He ordered all the Dutch 
Ihips, m ployed in the Spantjh fervice, to be feized, and the 
Oliich ‘fei'/.ed the Pqfiilion^ and other Englijh India fhips; but, 
at the fame time, they fent off Nteuport , as their ambaffador 
to iiV gl nd , to appeafe Cromwell . That ufurper was, at this 
time,°in deep diltrefs for the death of his beloved daughter, 

Ciayiiolc , and was feeling the approaches of the diftemper 
which brought him to his grave j fo that Nieuport did very 
little bufineis, befides communicating his inftrudtions to An- 
in w Marvel) who was joint Latin fecretary with the famous 

Mili-a. 

in the mean while, Cromwell got poffeffion of Dunkirk , in Differ* 
a manner that is foreign to this hiltory, and affairs in the ences be- 
Baltic took luch a turn, that the States General refufed to ra- tween the 
tify the treaty of Elhing , as being too favourable for Sweden . Dutch, the 
The non execution of this treaty does no great honour to French, 
the Dutch faith, as they infilled that all their countrymen, 
who built {hips ip Sweden , were to be intitled to the privileges 
of native Swedes , which Charles denied unlefs they were re- 
fident in Sweden. By thofe and other altercations, the States 
found themfelves involved in a frefh quarrel with that king¬ 
dom ; and frefh engagements were formed between the Dutch 
and the Danes. Matters were not on a better footing be¬ 
tween the States and'the French , whole privateers had taken 
328 Dutch fhips, and the people of Marfeilles had committed 
an a damnation on the body of the Dutch conful. The States 
finding all other remonllrances were in vain, ordered Ruyter 
to block up Toulon and to make reprisals, which he did of 
two French fhips, very richly laden, and this drew forth an 
order for feizing all Dutch fhips and effedts, that were found 
in the ports of France. Boreel , a Dutchman of great fpirit 
and capacity, remonffrated to the French monarch very freely, 
upon this proceeding; but cle Thou was fent as French ambaf- 
fador to the Hague , to complain of Ruyter' s conduct. He 
found a flrong French party, but the majority applauded 
Ruyter' s conduct, and Boreel' s behaviour. All the anfwer 
deThou got, confifted of reciprocal remonllrances of injuftice 
and depredations on the part of France , and the States be¬ 
haved with fo firm and high a fpirit, that the French court 
loon foftened its tone of didtature, and an accommodation 
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gucfe prepared to defend themfelves, and rejedted, in very hi^h 
terms, the propofals made by the Dutch ambafl'adors, which 
they termed unjuft and infolent. Upon this, hoftilities com. 
meneed between the two nations. The Portuguefe feized the 
Dutch {hipping in the Tagus ; Ruytcr took the Portuguefe (hips 
at fea, and the Dutch deputies, when they took leave, left a 
declaration of war in the hands of the Portuguefe miniftry. 
The confequence of this hafty quarrel would, in all proba- 
bility, have been very difagreeable to the Portuguefe , had not 
Ruyter been obliged to return to Holland to revidtual his 
iquadron. 

The expofed ftate of Germany towards the Rhine , induced 
the electors of Mentz , Treves, and Cologne, together with the 
duke of Neuhurgh , to propofe an alliance with the States 
General. The famous Bernard Van Galen, the warlike bifhop 
of Munfler, was likewife to have been one of the parties; but 
he quarrelled with the inhabitants of his capital, and the 
latter applied for protection to the States General , whofe tedi¬ 
ous forms confumed fo much time, that the opportunity of fo 
ufeful an alliance was loft. They, however, offered their 
mediation between the bifhop and his fubjeCts, whom he had 
. befieged, but it was rejedted contemptuoufly by the haughty 
1 he ff ^- , p re ] a t e . Upon this, Mr. Rhinegrave, commiffary-general, 
ta . f P art was ordered to march to the afliftance of the burghers with 
wit t e f ome troops, and Van Galen thought proper to foften hisde- 


a flight 


lers mands upon the burghers. The nobility interpofing, 
c , lWl ' accommodation took place; the bifhop was received into the 

Jier. 




city, but without the ufual honours and acclamations, and th 
troops of the republic returned home, without entering upon 

Some of the provinces were all this while com- 


any action. 

plaining, that Holland , 


upon all occafions, exercifed too 

and the States 
the place of 


m matters or government 


y 

of 


defpotic a power 

of that province had oppofed the revival 
jldarefchal de campy which the States General had filled up. 
The latter were now called upon to maintain the balance of 
power in the north, which was endangered by the Swedes, who 
had befieged Copenhagen. De Wit prefled his countrymen to 
fend immediately a fleet to the afliftance of the Dams , and 
though this propofal was oppofed by the provinces of Zee,land., 
Fnejlaud, and Guelderland , who infifted upon the previous 
appointment of a Marefchal de camp , yet in the fpring. Op den: 
failed with a fleet to the relief of Denmark , with orders to 
fight tiie Swedes. This fpirited conduct was dictated to de 

Jp'it by his friend Buiuingen , the Dutch refident at Copen¬ 
hagen. 

They beat Upon Op dams arrival in the Sound\ he deferied the S icedf 

under ['Vrangel, and immediately attacked it. Tie 

vidtory, and 


fleet, 

at ica. 


Svccdvs fought bravely, but the Dutch gained th< 
TVrcnivcl was torced to take refuse under the c; 

C* - - o 


in non of Lro- 

Three Swcdljh /hips were taken, three were funk, 
and four driven afliore. The lofs of men on both fidcs was 


nenburg. 
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very great, but the Dutch loft two admirals, cle TVit and 
Florizcn ; and the Swedes raifed fome pretences to the victory, 
becaufe they were not purfued. Op dam, inftead of that, 
wifely followed his inftru6tions, by throwing 2000 men and 
all kinds of neceffaries into Copenhagen , by which he faved that 
city from being taken by the Swedes. As there was fome 
likelihood that Cromwell , now in pofleffion of Dunkirk , would 
declare for the Swedes , Opdam was ordered to winter in the 
Baltic , and the critical death of the ufurper, which happened 
at that time, delivered the States from vaft unealmefs. The 
acceffion of Leopold to the Imperial throne of Germany , gave a 
new turn to the politics of the republic, as they could not 
behold with indifference, the farther aggrandizement of the 
houfe of Aujlria. Leopold applied to them for their friend- 
{hip, which they granted the more readily, as he declared 
himfelf a friend to Denmark , and the States were every day 
more and more convinced of the ambitious views of France. 

The quarrel with Portugal was now refumed, and though Peace re- 
the French king offered his mediation, Ruytcr was fent with a gored to 
fquadron to the Tagus. His {hips arrived there in fo fhattered the north, 
a condition, that the Portuguefe refilled to give him any fatis- 
faclion. In the Baltic , the Dutch , as v/ell as the Danijh fleets, 
were frozen in. In the fpring a SivedifJ) fquadron was roughly 
handled by the Dutch , and a treaty was concluded, between 
France , England , and Holland , for reftoring the tranquillity of 
the north. The Stvedcs now treated with the Dutch , and the 
unfettled ftate of affairs in England , deprived Gu/lavus of 
afliftance from thence; for Montague , who commanded the 
Englijb fleet, left the Baltic with exprefs declarations 
of neutrality. The Dutch being now left at liberty, aflifted 
the Danes with fo much vigour, that Gujlavus , king of Sweden , 
was on the point pf concluding an equitable accommodation, 
when he was carried out of the world. After this, peace was 
reftored to the north, by a treaty being concluded between 
Sweden and Denmark , under the mediation of England and 
Holland. 


Dutch 


Afu 
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the ifland of Ceylon , the moft valuable for fpices of any in y / 

1?a This was effected bv M. Gohens , a Bata- mediate 


Eajl 
''Fan, who 


efe 


and 


the 

Coon obliged its king to leave them in quiet’ poifeffion LFdHicI, 


cfe 


Mazca 


ottered his matter s mediation, in Europe, between the Dutch <. 
and the Portuguefe , who were fcnfibly humbled by their ex- 0 
pulfion from Ceylon. The Dutch demanded a full indemnifi- 03 


ortu- 


uefe 


Dutch 
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too much realon. 
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witn practilmg every fpecies of murder, poifoning, idolatry, 
infidelity, and treachery, that could advance their intcreft in 
thole countries; and Mazarine , being afraid of difobliging the 

1 Spain , relaxed in his mediation. The vaft revolution 
tuat happened now in England , gave a very ferious turn to 

the 
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the deliberations of the Stales. They had been always on a very 
indifferent footing with Oliver Cromxuell , and they had no 
reafon to think that they were in the good graces of Charles II. 
who was now called to the throne of his anceftors, No 
fooner was that prince arrived at Breda, in his way to Eng¬ 
land, than he was waited upon by a moft refpecfful deputa¬ 
tion from the States. He afterwards made a magnificent 

entry into the Hague, and left Holland, quite furfeited by the 
fulfome compliments and honours they paid him. 

Hitherto, the prince of Orange had always been in poffef- 
fion of that principality, but a difpute that happened between 
the two princeffes-dowager, gave the French king a pretext to 
order the marefchal PleJJis Prajlin to march to the gates of 
Orange, and to demand the keys from the governor, count 
Dolma, which the latter, who was in no condition to refift, 
was obliged to relign ; the king promiiing to reftore both the 
place and the principality as foon as the prince fhould come of 
age. The two princeffes complained bitterly, and moft pa¬ 
thetically recommended the cafe of the minor prince to the 
States General. The States of Zealand, Friejland, and Ovay 
JJel, were for immediately reftoring the prince to the high 
offices held by his anceftors, and within their own provinces 
they repealed the a<ft of exclufion, which the dread of Crom¬ 
well had extorted. The younger princefs of Orange went to 
England to implore the protection of Charles 1 J. againft the 
injuftice of the French king, and the Orange party became 
again formidable to the States of Holland. To give way to 
the torrent, they ordered an appointment of 4 ,cco florins, to 
defray the expence of the prince’s houfhold and education, 
and agreed to the repeal of the exclufion aCt. This, for fome 
time, fatisfied the Orange party; and the States General , in 
1661, had leifure to turn their thoughts towards ?, peace with 
the king of Portugal, who equally defired an accommodation. 
The Dutch were fomewhat nettled as well as difconcerted at 
a marriage, that had been juft concluded, between Charles II. 
and the infanta of Portugal. T hey complained to him of the 
injuftice of the Portngueje , in not reftoring them Brafil. His 
anfwer, though polite, intimated, that if they infilled upon 
it, he would declare for the Portngueje. The crown of France 
found it her intereft, at the fame time, to fupport Portugal, 
but Spain gave aiTurances, that the moment fhe recovered that 
crown, file would reftore Brafil to the Dutch. The intereft 
of both Dutch and Portngueje, led them to make a peace with¬ 
out the intervention of either France or England. Some of 
the provinces were for depending on the afturances of Spam, 
which the more enlightened part of die States General knew 
to be but frail and precarious. The count de Miranda was the 
Portngueje minifter at the Hague , and he negotiated, with fo 
much addrefs, that a peace was concluded, upon his Portu- 
gueje majefty engaging to pay the Dutch a million of bvres, 
and an annuity of 500,000 in money, fugar and fait, by way 
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of indemnification, and to allow them the fame privileges 
of commerce to Portugal , Brazil , and Africa, as the Engltjh 

enjoyed. 

The Dutch ambafiadors at the court of England were far between 
from being acceptable to Charles II. and they are faid to have England 
treated him with an inexcufeable haughtinefs becaufe his ge- and EoJ- 
nius was not fo warlike as that of Cromwell. No prince ever land . 
knew better, when he plcafed to exert himfelf, than Charles 
did, what was due to his character, and he both hated and 
defpifed the Dutch. He talked to their deputies in a tone of 
advanced fuperiority, by making additional demands to thofe 
of the late common-wealth and protedtor. He renewed the 
demand of acknowledgment for indulging the Dutch in fifiiing 
on the Britijh coafts; that his crown jewels, pawned by the 
late ufurpers, in Holland , fhould be returned; that all 
the regicides who had taken refuge in the dominions of the 
States fhould be given up ; and that all arrears due to Crom¬ 
well fhould be paid to him. The Dutch ambafiadors heard 
thofe demands with the greater confirmation, as they had 
been inllrucfed to infill upon a repeal of the 
terms, particularly that of fearch, which they had been con- 
ftrained to fubmit to by the late ufurpers. They no fooncr 
hinted at this, than Charles , fo far from granting it, demanded 
the Stadtholderlhip for his nephew, and that his fhips fhould 
not only be at liberty to trade to all ports without diftimStion 
in the Eajl-Indies , not immediately in the pofleflion of the 
Dutch ; but that the Er.glifb factories fhould be alyl urns for 
all natives in thofe parts. 

Charles was, at this time, beloved by his people, and theTh 
Dutch were in no condition to enter into war. Even ck Wit tempo- 
temporized fo far, that he agreed to give up three of the re-rize\vi*h 
gicides, who were fent to England. This compliance was Charles i f, 
far from fatisfying Charles ; 


difgracefu! 


c*. 


nd the enemies of the Orange fa- 

o 


mily in Holland were exafperated beyond all meafure, when 
they underftood that the princefs of Orange had nominated 
her brother, Charles II. to be one of the guardians to her 
young fun. It v/as rcfolved to obferve no farther me a fu res 
with her, and during her abfence in England , they feized her 
cabinet of papers, in hopes of discovering evidences of the 
ate prince’s defpotic intentions, and of his having been en¬ 
couraged in them by fome of the members of the States Ge¬ 
neral themfelves. Charles complained of this feizure as an af¬ 
front done to himfelf, and the States juftified it, as being the 
natural guardians of the prince during; his mother’s abfence in 


1 


England ; but they offered to fecond her in her applications 
to the court of Francs for the reftituticn of the principality 
of Orange. They lent accordingly a deputation for that pur- 
pofe, to renew tfic treaties of commerce betwixt tire State' 
and France , but the latter had now adopted a very different 
fyftem of intereff. 


Mazarine 
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ons in the felled difcernment fufficient to fee the merits of Colbert , with 
fyftem'of whom he intrufted the commercial regulations of his king- 
France, dom. That great minifter perfuaded his mailer, that he could 

render France the moll refpeclable marine power in Europe , by 
at once extending and protecting her trade. France , till then, 
had been confidered only in the light of a military Hate, and 


Dutch and Englijh 


was 


now to become their rival. Colbert was not again!! renewing 
the treaty of commerce, but Lewis objected to that part of it 


1662. 


fed, with fome modifications. 
De Rrnter. in 1662. 


ijh coafts. This 


Dutch 


llrong 


A n expe- c h a ft* ze the Algerines for certain infolences and depredations 
ditionto they had been guilty of again!! the Dutch. His force being 
r hiers . va ^Y fuperior to theirs, he would have dellroyed their whole 
* * fleet had he not been prevented by a violent Itorm; but 

Funifi 


upon them by Ruyter. This expedition bein 
plilhed, de Wit applied himfelf to revive the 
Louve/lein party, by cultivating the friendlhip 
the influence of England and the houfe of Orange. 


In the 


mean while, violent difputes arofe among the provinces, con¬ 
cerning the education of the prince of Orange , but de Wih 
party was vigoroufly oppofed by D’EJlrades, the French mi- 
niller. De Wit. the more to imrratiate himfelf with France. 


Spanijh 


Sp 


fo as to 


form a llrong barrier again!! the power of France \ and drew 
up a counter projeCt, by which the ten provinces were to be 
eventually formed into a republic by themfclves, but with 
two barriers, one of which was to be granted to France, and 
the other to the States General \ the event of which mull have 
been, that in a few years France , with very little trouble, 
would have rendered herfelf milfrefs of all the ten provinces. 


Charles 
ti e m a 1: d s 


. . n o Do 

miniller under the 


fatisfac- continued ambaflador by 


lid.\ 


faithlefs, but plodding 


t'on of the 


i’erved him, as he had done them, with a brural punctuality. 

Dutch. He informed Charles of tire nfcendcncy the French had got 

among the States General ; and the commercial differences be¬ 
tween Holland and England becoming every day more per¬ 
plexed and ferious, Charles cut all farther altercations fhort, 
by declaring that he would receive no farther application from 
the refident of the States , and that he expeCted a formal em- 
bafiy to give him fatisfaCtion for the infuks he complained of, 
and for all the unperformed articles of their treaty with Crom¬ 
well, particularly in the affair of Amboyna. Pretending that 
Holland was attacked by an infectious diftemper, he ordered 
iiiips from thence to perform a quarantine of 50 days, and 

Downing-, 
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downing , by his command, exaggerated to the full the de¬ 
mands which the Englijh crown and merchants had upon the 
fubjeCts of the States General. We fhall not pretend to fay, 
that all thofe accounts were fair on either fide ; but the pre- 
fumption of injuftice clearly lies againft that of the Dutch , 
who 1 either evaded or refufed to perform their moft folemn 
engagements. Sir Robert Holmes had difpolTefTed them of Cape 
YcnU and Cabo de Corfo , on the coaft of Africa , and of Nova 
Belgia in America , by way of reprizal. Other Englijh com¬ 
manders attacked their fetdements at the mouth of Hudfon’s - 
Bay ; and the Dutch loft the town of Nezu Amjlerdam in the 
ifland of Manchattan as it was then called. Matters were 
equally embroiled in the north of Europe , where the crowns 
of Sweden and Denmark , encouraged by England preferred 
great complaints againft the encroachments of the Dutch . 

De Wit faw that he had now incurred the implacable refent- 
ment of almoft all the powers of Europe excepting France , 
whofe protection he endeavoured to court, by prevailing with 
the ftates of the ten provinces to fend four deputies to confer 
with him upon the renewal of the project of cantoning thofe 
provinces into a commonwealth. This plan, however, was 
l'o evidently partial for France , and dangerous to the liberties 
of Europe , that de Wit durft not venture to carry it into ex¬ 
ecution. 

Other projects of the fame nature were fet on foot by de Partition 
Wit , all of them tending to an eventual partition of the ten of the 
provinces between France and the States General. Dc Wit's 
credit among the latter was fo great, that when foine of the provinces 
deputies reproached him, he quieted them by the ridiculous ivfblved 
fuggeftion, that if the Turks fhould conquer the empire of on . 
Germany , they would undoubtedly become mafters of the 
Spanijh , and confequently the United Provinces, unlcfs the latter 
were protected by the power of France. In fhort, by his nfiiciui- 
ties and working on the foibles of his co-patriots, with feme 
little incidents in the Levant , which he turned to his own • 


purpofes, he prepared his countrymen to agree to a partition 
of the Spanijh Netherlands with France , and to enter into 
ftricter connections than ever with that crown. The Spanijh 
minifter was the firft who awakened the States , and indeed de 
Wit himfelf, to a lenfe of their danger. He difeovered that 
the French king was on the point of concluding a treaty with 
England while they were upon the eve of a war with the 
fame crown ; and that they were ready to involve themfclves 
in differences with all the powers of Europe , without their 
Laving the fmalleft dependence but upon a haughty, faithlcis 
flate, who at once hated and defpifed them, and .which made 
life of them only to aggrandize herfelf. De Wit relaxed in 
Lis courtfhip of France , efpecially as he found that he had 
exafperated the emperor and the empire, by his project of 
cantoning the Spanijh Netherlands. 

De 
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Prepara- De Wit faw that a war with England was inevitable. B/ a \- 
ricn for cbenberg , one of the Dutch Eaft-India company’s directors in 
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war be¬ 
tween the 



Africa , had infolently claimed, in the name of his matters a 
right to all the coaft of Guinea , and Ihut the Englifh out from 

^_j:__ 'tl: _r-.. m 


trading there. This was fo much relented by the Englijh parlia- 
asid the ment, that they addrefled his majetty to take the moft ipeedy 
Butch, and effectual methods for redrafting the grievances which the 

trade of the nation had fufFered from the Dutch ; and that 
they would fupport him with their lives and fortunes. It foon 
appeared that de Wit’s talents as a great minifter, which lie 
certainly was, were not calculated for war; for though he was 
puttied on by France , he durft not venture to come to extre¬ 
mities, though prince Rupert , at the head of the Britijh fleet, 
had, by way of rcprizals, taken above a hundred Dutch mer¬ 
chant ihips laden from Bourdeaux ; while Opdam , who was 
cruizing oft the Flcmijh fhore, had no orders but to obferve 
his motions. Ruytsr had obtained feveral advantages over the 
Englifa in America , which, upon his return, were conftrued by 
them into hoftilities. De Trit ftill endeavoured to ward off a 
wa r , and Charles agreed to a propofol, at this time made by 
the Dutch , of joining a fquadron with that of Ruyter , to 
chattize the Algerines . Laivfon , the Englijh admiral, quarrelled 




i 


who fend 


with Ruyter about the honours of the flag, and the differences 
riling high, Ruyter bore off for the coaft of Africa , where he 
tiifpoilefled the Englijh of all their late acquilitions, Cape Coafl j 
excepted, and feized all their merchantmen. The Dutch, it 
is true, pretended to vindicate thofe proceedings, but their 
xnanifeft infractions of public treaties gave very little weight 
ro their allegations. The publication of the eail of Claren¬ 
don's life, by himfelf, as he was not only firft minifter of 
England at that time, but a man of an unimpeached veracity, 
throws greater light upon this part of hiftory than ever it re¬ 
ceived before. The committee of trade in the houfe of com¬ 
mons, reflecting on the pride and infolencc of the Hollanders , 
foid, in one of their reports, that 44 they obferved no laws of 
commerce, or any conditions which themfelves confented 
to. That by the'r fraud and practice the Englijh were al- 
moft driven out of the Eajt and Wejl Indies , and had their 
trade in Turkey and in Africa much diminifhed. In lum, 
that befides many infufferable indignities ottered by them to 
his majetty. and to the crown of England , his fubjeCts had, 
in a few years, fuftained the damage of 7 or fcoo,ooo/. 
44 iierling.” 


a 
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to fea, 


Charles affeCled great moderation, and ordered the addrefs 
fl;.crs his parliament had prefented on this head to be tranfmitted 
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to the States General by Downing, who inforced it with great 

vehemence and acrimony. The Dutch pretended that the 

grievances complained of had happened fince the laft treaty, 

but this was far from fotisfying Charles. The truth is, their 

friends in England had imprefled de Wit with a notion that 

Charles neither durft nor couid make war, for want of money, 

. and 
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and this had encouraged the Dutch, not only to renew their 
pretenfions to an exclufive trade on the coait of Guinea, but 
to fend a large fleet to fupport their factories there, and gave 
a commiffion to their commander in chief to make- war upon, 
the Englijh in thofe parts, and to do them all the mifehief he 
could. The noble hiftorian already mentioned, accules them 
with the treachery of ordering Ruyier to betray them in the 
Algerine expedition, and of their ordering him upon that to 
Guinea, at the very time that Charles had given orders for his 
own fleet deftined for Guinea to be laid up, on condition that 
that of Ruyter fhould be laid up likewife, till fome amicable 
method of accommodation was found out. The Danes, as well 
as the Englijh , complained of the Dutch tyranny in Africa ; 
and the bimop of Munjler furprized and fortified Eydeler , but are at- 
which lay on the Dutch frontiers. The Dutch ordered the tacked 
fort to be invefted, and the bifhop fent over 2n agent, one and de- 
Gajcoigne , an Englijh prieft, to offer his alliance to England, feared by 
•which was accepted of the more readily as the offer was the bffhop 
backed by the archbifhop of Mentx, and it was well known of Munjler 
that the emperor was himfelf no friend to the States Ge- by land. 
mat. 

Fan Buiningen, the Dutch ambaffador with the French king, Th eDuich 
had great credit with that court, and de Wit finding the States endeavou 
General averfe to 
ply to Lewis for his 


a war with England, inftru&ed him to ap- to gain 
is mediation ; but at this very time, through French 
the intereft of the Orange party, five large French fhips were king, 
feized in the ports of Holland. The Dutch, in general, ap¬ 
plauded this feizure, but th*. fhips were reftored, and indeed 
they feem to have been very injurioufiy detained. 1 his ac¬ 
cident did not abate the prefling negociations of Buiningen for a 
mediation; Lewis demanded to know what terms the States 
had to offer to ferve as the baffs of a treaty •, but when 
they were laid before him, he perceived that they were haughty 
to the laft degree, and fuch as had been again and again re~ 
jedted by the Englifn. He complained that the Dutch wanted 
to engrofs to themfelves the trade of the whole world; he 
was anfwered by Van Buiningen putting into his hand a lift of 
the Dutch (hipping, by which it appeared that the Dutch 
could fit out 300 mips of war. Lewis, to gam time, and to 
keep Charles from joining with the Spaniards, lent the duke of 
Verneuil over to England , with propofals of his own, for an 
accommodation; but they had no effeeft. 

The engagements entered into by Charles with the bifhop 1665 
of Munjler , made him refolve to lofe no time m declaring Charles 

fc/ - r _ _ ^ — * * t t 1 * T“\ .1 n - j- 


the 


war, and the duke of York , who mortally hated the Dutch, fits out 
was conftituted lord high admiral oi England to command his fleet, 
againft them. Towards the end of April, the duke, with the 
Englijh fleet, was cruizing off the Fexcl, where he took great 
numbers of the Dutch llfips, and deftroyed their trade,^ the 
Dutch having no fleet at fea to oppofe him. De W:t ana the 
Louvcftein faction had always believed that their friends m par- 

Vol. IX, Dd liament, 
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liament, and the indolence of Charles , would ftill prevent 
extremities, but they were deceived. The court was joined 
by the trading part of the nation, and the parliament fur- 
nifhed Charles with two millions and a half of fterling money 
amounting to fifty millions of livres, a fum fo ftupendous 
that it fent terror into France, as well as Holland. It muft be 
confefied, that the principle upon which the Dutch made war 
was highly provoking to the Englijh government. They ac¬ 
knowledged the terms of the treaty they had made with Crom¬ 
well, but they infilled upon its being invalid, becaufe it had 
been forced upon them by an ufurper, and was difgraeeful to 
their fovereignty. Thofe arguments, ridiculous as they were. 


had great effect upon the Dutch commonality. 


The duke of 


York, meeting with no enemy, returned to Harivicb ; but in 
the mean time, the Holland and Zealand fleets, confiding of 
120 fail, joined under the command of their admirals, Opdam , 
Everizcn , Cartemaer , and young Van Tramp, The Erglft 
fleet, by this time, was augmented to too fail. The Dutch 
fleet, according to the noble author already mentioned, was 
commanded in chief by Op dam , a young gentleman of a 


as 


commanded in chief by Op dam , a young gentleman of a 
fmall cflate in Holland , who had never been at fea before. 


and the On the fiifl of "June, the two fleets came within fight of one 
duke of another, but the Englijh having the weather gage. Op dam, 
Ycrk beats after a flight fkirmifh, bore away for the Jldeufe. This con¬ 
fine Dutch, duel was directly again!!: his inftru£lions from the States , 


which he had received from the hands of de Wit , who had 
followed him in his barge two leagues at fea. De Wit ob¬ 
tained another order, commanding Opdam to fight the Englijb 
under pain of death. Opdam immediately weighed anchor 
and bore directly upon the duke, with a refolution to board 
him but his firip was blown up, and ail within her perifhed, 
while three perfons of quality were killed fighting by the duke 
of York's fide. Cartemaer fuccceded Opdam in his command, 
but he was mortally wounded juft as he was on the point of 
bearding the duke’s fhip, which was fkreened by captain Je¬ 
remy Smith. Cartemaers fhip was taken, and he himfelf was 
carried on board the duke’s fhip, where he lived half an hour, 
and died, exclaiming againfl the cowardice of his captains, 
who, contrary to the oath they had taken the day befoie, 
had bafely deferted him. The fight, notwithftanding their 
defection, continued to be bravely fupported by the two 1 ut- 
viving admirals, Everfz,en and ’Tramp ; but finding the de- 


fivamen. The lofs of the Er.glijb lay chiefly among men ot 
quality, who ferved as volunteers, btfides 200 fcamen who 
were killed cn board the duke’s fhip ; of their {hipping they 
loft hut one fmall vcflel. The greateft lofs, however, that 
tire Englijb that day fuftained, was that of Sir John Laivjon, 
who was one- of the vvifeft and moll modeft men, as well as 
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Though Van Tromp made an admirable retreat (Ewizens The war 
fliip having been difabled) with the remainder of the Dutch continued 
fleet, yet when Evcrtzen , who had been fet afhore, informed by lea. 
the States at the Hague of their defeat, they were overwhelmed 
with confufion. The Orange party called for a peace with 
England , and that their prinde fhould be raifed to the Stadt- 
holderfhip. De IVit continued undaunted, though difappoint- 
ed. He obtained an order for Van Tromp to keep at fea, 
which that admiral refufed to do, as he could not truft the 
captains whom he commanded. Three of them were tried 
and fhot, and fix of them difmilTed the fervice with igno¬ 
miny. De Wit gave out, that now was the time for the 
French king to declare for them, and re-infpirited his coun¬ 
trymen fo much, that the fleet was foon repaired, and Tromp, 
though known to be a partisan of the houfe of Orange , was 
raifed to the command in chief, till Ruyter fhould arrive. 

That great admiral was daily expedted from the coaft of Af¬ 
rica , and his fquadron being weak, the States were in pain 
left he fhould fall into the hands of the Englijh , but he was 
favoured by a fog, and he landed in the province of Gro¬ 
ningen. , but it was with great difficulty he could keep his 
crews together, fo (hocking had been the hardfhips they fuf- 
fered. 


DeRuytcr’s qualifications and charader were unexceptionable. Be Ruxtes 
The States gave him a commifllon to be their lieutenant-ad-commands 
miral-general, and filenced the complaints of Tromp by order- the Butch 
inghim, under the pain of treafon, to keep the ftation where fleet, 
he was. De Wit had the fuccefs of this fea campaign fo much 
at heart, that he went on board Ruyter s (hip, and ferved as a 
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couragement of his own party. 


Europe 


Dutch 


chant (hips, at this time, had taken refuge at Bergen in A Tor- 
way , and Sir Gilbert Talbot , the Englijh reiident at Copenhagen , 
eafily perfuaded his Danijh majefty, who, by all accounts, 
was a very weak man, to feize upon them, or rather to allow 


■lid: 


er?en. 

o 


Charles gave orders to 


Montague , earl of Sandwich , who was now the beft fea officer 
in England, to (trike that blow. Sandwich was in hopes of 

' - ft > 1 > 1 


meeting with th 


fleet at ft a, but perceiving they kept in the 
harbour of Bergen , he fent in an officer with 15 or. 16 (hips, 
with a letter to the governor of Bergen , informing him of his 
‘ ' The governor owned that he had received 


concerning th 


t- 


mtention. 

fume inftrudtions from his own court, ._„ t 

tempt, but he pretended that they were not lunicientty fu.l 
to authorize him to take part with the Ev.giijh in leizing the 

The Enfif'o commodore, being a rough man, 
he would proceed directly to attack the Dutch 


d 


(hipping • but too much time had now been loft. The Di 
had lodged molt of their rich cargoes in the citadel, and they 
had diawn up their (hips under the protection of a platform 
well mounted with artillery, with all the burghers of bn gen, 


D d a 


whom 
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whom they had gained by prefents, under arms for their de- 
Their fence. This did not difcourage the Englijh commodore, and 
merchant- he attacked the {hipping with great courage; but fome of the 
men at- Englijh guns damaging the town and the caftle, the artillery- 
tacked by from the latter played upon them fo furioufly that the Englijh 
th cEngliJb were obliged, with fome lofs, to make a hafty retreat. £oon 
ac Bergen, after, the viceroy of Norivay arrived with fome regiments at 

Bergen , and made a fre{h demand upon the Dutch {hipping to 

indemnify his mafter for the damages that had been done him 
in the late a&ion. While this was in agitation, lord Sand¬ 
wich returned to the coaft of England , and Ruyter received 
the Dutch fleet at Bergen under his convoy. Two ftorms, 
which arofe foon after, did vaft damage to the Dutch {hip¬ 
ping, great part of which was thrown upon the coaft of 
England. 

The bi- De Wit continued all this time bent upon remaining on 
ihop of board the fleet. The plague, at that time, was making a moil 
Munjler prodigious havoc in England , at London efpecially; and this 
aoain in- had difpirited the nation, fo that no brilk operations were 
vades the proceeding as formerly. When winter drew on, de Wit re- 
Dtucb ter-figned his naval character, and indeed it was, perhaps, fome 
ritories. difcouragement to the captains and Teamen to fee all their ope¬ 
rations directed by him and his two aflociate?, Huygens and 
Boreel , who had never been bred to the Tea fervice. The 
French king, in the mean while, feemed to take more con¬ 
cern than ever in the affairs of the States , but it was only 
that he might the more readily force the Englijh government 
into his meafures. Upon the return of de Wit to the Hague , 
the States refumed their deliberations with the moft fanguine 
hopes that France would not now for a moment delay to de¬ 
clare in their favour; but Charles had, by a ftroke of policy 
not ufual in his reign, found them employment in another 
quarter. A conflderable fubfidy he had granted to the bifhop 
of Munjler had put that warlike prelate’s troops into excellent 
order. Perceiving that the fea war with Great Britain had fo 
entirely engrofled the attention of the States General that their 
land fortifications were in a moft miferable condition, he 
broke into Overyjfel , and feized upon Almclo ; he then at the 
head of <>,coo men beftegccl Berkclo , where he met with a 
brave refiftance, and the place was furrendcred on an ho¬ 
nourable capitulation, which the prelate difregarded fo much, 
that he no fooner entered the walls, than he put both the 
garrifon and the burghers to the fword. Van Galen’s fuccefl’es 
procured him foldiers, whom he paid with plunder; and the 
States General found themfelves obliged to take into their pay 
the troops of Lunenburg , Ze//, and Ofnaburg. While they 
were railing their forces, the prelate ftruck into the heart of 
the province of Groningen , where he propofed to lurprize 
Delfzil ; but being disappointed in that Scheme, he laid flege 
to Groningen , which was bravely defended by the princefs of 
ErieJIand) daughter to Henry prince of Orange , and {he obliged 

Van 
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fan Galen to abandon his enterprize, and to retire to winter- 

quarters. 

The French king could not brook the attack of fo petty a Out of 
prince as the bifhop of Munfler was, and, upon the requifi- which he 
tion of the Dutch , he ordered the 6000 men he was obliged to j s driven 
lend them by treaty, to march to their affiftance. His real by the af- 
defign in taking part with the Dutch , however, was to balance finance of 
the power of the two nations at fea, and to prevent the Eng- ^French, 
}ijl) from entirely crufhing them. He had, with infinite ad- 
drefs, amufed the Dutch wis h fettling the point of precedency, 
between his admiral, the duke of Beauf ort, and Ruyter, when 
their two fleets were joined ; and from a feeming zeal for the 
Dutch, he recalled his ambaffadors from the court of London, 
and even declared war againft England , but without any in¬ 
tention of fupporting it effectually. The bifhop of Munjler , 
however, was driven out of the Dutch territories; but as 
Lewis had no intention to fee them become matters of the 


ocean, he always found pretexts for delaying the junction of 
hisfleet with theirs, though it was evident that a general action 


at fea was now inevitable. 


Dutch 


their admirals Ruyter , j Evertzen, Tramp, Meppcl 


V 


tenders, and firefhips, but all of them of enlarged dimen- 
ftons, and carrying a weight of metal fuperior to any they had 
put to fea before. The duke of York was not fuffered to com- whole 
niand the EngliJI) fleet, on pretence that the Dutch muff be m ; ra j 
fuperior, if joined to the French , and the command was dines 


Albemarle. 


nfc 


Rup 


Rup 


and Monk , now duke of ; 0 ;mno 
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who was cruizing in the chops of the Dutch. 


lid 


Dutch 


Though Albemarle, by the feparation of prince Rupert Sea fight 
from his fleet, was now far inferior in ftrength to that of the between 
Dutch, yet he gallantly bore down upon Ruyter , on the iff th eEeAtfi 
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four days, 


of June , and dilablcd both his and Tramp *s mips. We need and Dvta 
not repeat a defeription of the battle, which has occurred in that con- 
io many former ones, to which it was equal in obftinacy, tinues 
valour, {kill and carnage, till night parted the combatants ; four days 
the Dutch having loft Evertzen, with feveral of their {hips 
blown up, funk or deftroyed, and the Engli/b, Sir William 
Berkley, one of their admirals. 

Next morning continued the engagement with the fame in¬ 
trepidity and fury on both iides. Ruyter refeued Tramp from 
deftruCtion, though they were of different parties in the 
commonwealth. A critical recruit of 16 frefli (hips arrived to 
the affiftance of the Dutch, upon which the duke of Albe¬ 
marle retired towards England ; but being purfued by Ruyter , 
he retreated fighting. The wind favoured another attack, and 
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fight 


The 


was fpent in various manoeuvres leading to the fourth days 
engagement which was more dreadful than any of the for- 

Rtiyter exerted himfelf more than ever he had been 
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mer. 
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Englijh 


Englijh 
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of numbers, had fuffered greatly, retired in fo good 
ci:a. they feemed to be the conquerors; but this was 
being the cafe, for they loft zz fhips taken, burnt, 
funk, or deftroyed. Seven of the Dutch fhips were funk, and 
they loft 2oco men, and their admirals, though they claimed 
the victory, were generous enough to own, that the Engliji) 
had acquired immortal honour by their defeat, and that they 
were rather overpowered than beaten. 
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fhould 
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defeat ihe 
Dutch, 


who, in felves, that his marine might rife upon their ruin. The En«- 

UJh fleet, on the 24th of July-, again appeared at fea, under 
prince Rupert and the duke of Albemarle. Another defperatc 
engagement followed, in which Evcrtzcn , brother to the 
admiral of that name, who had been killed in the laft engage¬ 
ment, was defeated by Sir Thomas Allen , and three Dutch 
rear-admirals were killed. Van Tramp drove Sir 'Jeremy Smith 
out of the line, but following the chace too far, he found 
himfelf unable to come to the relief of Ruyter , who was over¬ 
powered by the duke of Albemarle , and being obliged to re- 

an undifputed vidtory. Th c Englijb 


Jijh 

;romp 


Te. 


Dut 


befides the three admirals already mentioned, loft twelve cap¬ 
tains, above 2000 failers, and feven fhips, but had none taken. 
The Englijh dearly returned upon the Dutch their late infulls, 
and their commonwealth was now in a dangerous fituation. 
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Ruyter accufed Van Tramp of having? by his im- 

Tromp , who was the admira¬ 
tion of all Europe for the gallant retreat he had made to 
the Texel with eight fhips, againft 30 of equal or fuperior 
force, defended himfelf with a magnanimity that would have 
done honour to the times of antient heroifm. “ T. he only 
ct triumph that I am ambitious of, faid he, over my rival, is, 
<c that by my conduct I may deferve his regard and efteem.” 
Their factions in the fleet were not fo delicate, for they often 
came to blows; that of Ruyter was of the Louvcjietn . and 


Tramp's the Orange party. 
Sir Robert Tie hues. 
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Brondaris in the ifland of Schelling, the whole damage being 
computed at fix millions of florins. One Buat , a bufy parti¬ 
san of the Englijh, firft fuftered the torture and then death, 
for a confpiracy in favour of the houfe of Orange, and it re¬ 
quired all the genius and addrefs of the intrepid De Wit, to 
nrevent a general infurredVion in the provinces. In this he 

r .1 7 ? n _ 7 _ 7 ?. . L _ 


the French minifter 
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Rochelle, 
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Beattfc 




Ruytcr, by the indefatigable diligence of the penfionary, was 


Thames. 


r> _ 

Prince Rupert made ready to engage him; 


but 


ftorrns interpofed, and Rnyter , after retiring towards Boulogne, 
finding himi'elf and his crews flckly. 


Holla1 


without being joined by the duke of Beaufort, who was in 
queft of him, and loll one of his fhips by the Englijh. Upon A new 
the return of Rnyter, whofe indifpefltion difabled him from Dutch 
again putting to fea, dc JVit took upon him the whole direc- fleet, 
tion of naval affairs under Van Nes, who proceeded with the 
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Englijb 


Tift. 


dency, through the dreadful fire of London, which fucceeding he Eng~ 
the peftilence, funk their public credit, and relaxed all their 
attention to maritime affairs. Charles , in his war with the 
Dutch, did indeed propofe feveral excellent national objects, 
but his irrefiftable fway for pleafure had dilfipated the fums 
which his parliament had generoufly granted for carrying on 
the war, and he had laid up fome of his largeft fhips, that he 
might have the more money to fpend on his pleafures. His 
commons perceived this with indignation, and that there was 
a correfpondence between him and France, for which reafon 
they were very backward in granting him more fupplies, and he 
took the firft opportunity, through the channel of the Siucdijh 
ambaffador, who propofeu to a£t as mediator, to intimate 


that he 
General. 


was willing 


to treat of peace with the States 


The latter were in general well difpofed, and the French Negotia¬ 
ting forwarded the negotiation for many reafons, the chief of tions at 
which was, that when the war was finifiled, Charles having no Breda. 
fupplies from his parliament, muff become the tool of his 
ambition, and his penfioner, to fupply his expenfive pleafures. 

In the beginning of the negotiation, fome difficulties occurred 
about forms, preliminaries, and the place of treaty; but they 
were removed by Levels , and Charles offered to treat at the 
Hague. This fudden and unufual piece of condefcenlion gave 
umbrage to de Wit and his party, who fufpecbec that the 


jlijh 

during the negotiation. After various altercations, Breda w*s 
feed upon as the place of the congrcfs. It was plain, at this 
time to all Europe, that Charles was in the leading firings of 
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ft 

Lewis ; and that the latter had an eye upon the Spanifo fa¬ 
therlands. De IVit himfelf was fenilble of this, but the fun! 
port of France was neceffory to him. Charles , on the other 
hand, would gladly, inftead of being the tool, have com¬ 
menced the rival, of France , and have obliged the French kin" 
to have bought his friendfhip. This could not be done with¬ 
out detaching the Dutch from the French , which de JFit 
during though well inclined to it, durft not venture upon. After the 

which, conferences at Breda had been opened, the indolence of 

the Dutch Charles had made him neglect to demand a ceflation of arms 
deftroy from the Dutch. De Wit laid hold of that omiflion, to do 
the Eng- fomewhat that might raife his own and his party’s reputation 

lijb Ihip- 

ping in 
the Med- 


to the greatefl height. Having taken precautions for making 
de Ruyter mailer of all the foundings in the mouths of the 
Thames and Medway , he gave that admiral a fleet of <p fhi Ds . 
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way and and his brother Cornelias de IVit to affift him. 


Ruyter ,, at 


the 


firfl: was driven back by flrefs of weather, and loll feme trani- 


or taking all the Englijh merchantmen in his way ; 
lord Middle ton , afl'emhling the Keniijh militia, prove 


Thames, ports, but on the 10th of June , he arrived at the mouth of 

the Thames , broke through the boom at the entrance of the 
Mcdivay , and deftroyed three guard fhips, while ds Ghent , 
one of his officers, proceeded up as far as Rochejler , finking 

but the 
ented his 

making any defeent, and perhaps the Dutch did not intend it. 
By this time, the duke of Albemarle had marched clown to 
Chatham , with what troops he could get together, but found 
every thing in the utmoft confufion. He ordered fome veffels 
to be funk, but Ruyter forced his pafl'age through them, and 
demolilhed TJpnor callle, with three fliips of the line. The 
intrepidity of Monk was fuch, that he threw himfelf with a 
jiumber of noble volunfiers who attended him, on board one 
of thole {hips, to oppofe the whole Dutch navy, and it was 
with difficulty that he was prevailed upon to return to Ihore, 
Ruyter fell down the Medveay, and flood towards the Thames , 
where every thing by this time had been provided to receive 
him. 

Lord Clarendon is of opinion, that the Dutch not having] 


dellroycd all the royal navy at Chatham and the {hipping up 

. l rr - ; • ^ t • /• i i l 


Conjec¬ 
ture of 

lord Cl a- the Thames was owing to their own mifeondudt, and he ac- 
rendon. knowledges, that the conllernation into which London , efpe- 

cially the court end of it, was thrown, was inexprelfiblc. 
Ruyter abandoned his attempt on the Thames , according to the 
Dutch hiflorisns, for want of boats and land troops, and 

He 


made fruitlefs attacks upon Fort [mouth and Plymouth. 
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He then returned to the mouth of the Thames ; but, by this 
time, the king, and the duke of '"ark (who during all the 
alarms, had behaved with an admirable conllancy) had made 
fuch dh'pofitions, that Ruyter thought proper to return to 

Holland , 
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fj/iknd, where he and de Ghent received triumphal honours, 
onH were magnificently rewarded as the reftorers of their . 

country’s glory. 

Charles complained bitterly againft the Dutch taking advan- p eace 
M.-re of the conferences, to infult his dominions j nor were 
rhev iitftified by the French. The conferences at Breda , how- R - 
ever, were relumed, and Charles dropping all airs or lupen- 
orityover the Dutch , agreed, that they fhould retain the ifle of 
Poleron , a ftipulation which they pretended had been pre- 
vioufly made in their favour by the Freneh king; that Eng¬ 
land Ihould remain pofiefTed of the colony of New York, 111 
Forth America ; that of the French fhould give up the ifle 
St. Chrijlophers , and fome fmaller ones in the Weft Indies j 
but that the Engiijh fhould quit to them all pretenfions upon 
jfccadia. Thofe points being concluded, the plenipotenti¬ 
aries went upon the honours of the flag, which the French 
claimed equally as the Engiijh ; but fo many difficulties were 
ftartedon this point, that it was left unadjufted. 

Peace being reftored between England and Holland ; the Conqueft3 
reafons why the French king had taken fo much concern in Q f France* 
making thofe two great maritime powers his friends, foon ap¬ 
peared. He had, on marrying the infanta of Spain , renounced 
all claim upon that fucceffion. His renunciation was declared 
void by his clergy ; and he had immenfe armies on foot to 
fupport their decifion. Acth, Lijle , Tourney , Courtray , Charle - 
roy, and Oudenartle , received French garrifons. The Dutch 
trembled at his ambirion ; they applied to England ', but placed 
their hope only in the moderation of Lewis . Charles gave ear 
to the application of the Dutch , and the Spaniards , who offer¬ 
ed to make him head of the league againft France j a mealure 
which he flattered himfeif would procure him money from his 
parliament, by reftoring his credit with his people. By the 
6th of June, 1667, Lewis had fubclued Fumes , Annenticres , 1667, 
and Douay , and before the end of the campaign, he took the 
ftrong town 
proach of winter recal 


cf Life, after a nine days liege, and the ap- 

icall ing LevAs to Paris , the Dutch gained 
fome time for deliberation. Sir William Temple was then the 
Ei'.gUJh ambaflador at the Hague, and had no great difficulty 
in bringing over de Wit to agree to invite Sweden to be a 
third Dartv with England, and Holland , in a confederacy 


party 
againft France. 


Whatever tended towards a land war, was in 


favour of the Orange party. The pennonary, and his friends, 
had filled the army of the States with officers, who were the 
fons of burgo-mafters, to the prejudice of thofe, who had 

The 


Orange family. 


feen fervice under the princes of th 
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advantages gained by the biihop of Munjler made them fen- 
fible how ruinous this condudh was ; but de Wit trembled to 
fee the commiffions of the army given to his enemies, and he 
had credit enough to prevent prince Maurice of NaJJau , 


though an accomplished general, from being named comman¬ 
der in chief. For fome time he ftruggled to have a foreign 


general iflimo 
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generaliflimo appointed 5 but, at laft, the firft command was 
as it were, put into commiffion, and given to feveral general 
officers. The French king having fecured the keys of the 
Spanijb Netherlands , and being afraid of the new formed con¬ 
federacy againft: him, talked in a moderate ftrain to the queen- 
regent of Spain , and intimated, that he was willing to agree to 
a peace, provided he was fuffered to retain his conquefts in 
the Lav Countries. Conferences were accordingly opened at 
Aix-la-Chapelle , where a treaty was concluded, the contents 
of which belong to the hiftory of France. The Dutch arro¬ 
gated to themfelves fo much merit in this negotiation, that 
they had the vanity to order a medal to be ftruck, in the year 
1668, with the following infeription : c< Having confirmed 
“ the laws, and reformed religion; having relieved, defend¬ 
ed, and reconciled monarchs, fecured the liberty of the 
ocean, and by valour and military force given Europe 
tranquillity, by a glorious peace, the States General of the 
“ United Provinces have ordered this medal to be ftruck in 
“ 1668 ” 

Notwithftanding this vaunting monument of Dutch vanity, 
de Wit found himfeif more ernbarraft'ed than ever, and obliged 
to form new connections with the French king, though he 
knew he was meditating the ruin of his country. He made 
his court to D’E/lrades , by reprefen ting to him the infupport- 
able haughtinefs of the Englijb , in infilling upon the honours 
due to their flag; but Lewis , thinking he had a fure game to 
play, paid 110 regard to D > EJlradcs > ramonfirar.ces, and recalled 
him from the Hague. Charles found his people fo bent upon 
an alliance againft France , that he fuffered Sir William Temple 
to return to the Plague, and to enter upon a negotiation for 
ft lengthening the late triple alliance, by a treaty of commerce, 
and one of guaranty. The French king employed his money 
fo fuccefsfuliy, that all thofe mighty projects flew into air; 
and Sweden, through the inability of the Spaniards to pay her 
fubfidics, was detached fro nr the general alliance, and fori Pi lHorn 
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Temple fuddenly recalled from the I.ague. Perhaps the Erg 
lijh parliament had carried their diftruft of Charles to an ex¬ 
travagant, if not an unjustifiable, height; but, however that 
may be, it is certain that by this time Lewis was determined 
to break the treaty of Jiix-lo-Ckapeile, and to conquer Franche 
Ccmpte ; and his money had prevailed with Charles to renew 
the war with the Dutch. 

A fmr.ll yacht had been fent to bring over the ambafiador 
, Temples lady, and while it was failing through the Dutch fleet, 
in the channel, the captain infilled upon the honours of the 
flag from the admiral, and this not being readily complied 
with, lie fired upon their fhips. Such was the ridiculous in¬ 
cident which had been invented by Charles himfeif, for re- 

The farce was carried on to fuch a height, 


newjng the war. 


that the captain of the yacht, upon his arrival at Loudon , was 
committed to the Tower , for being fa turned with a falute cl 
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guns from the Dutch admiral, without obliging him to lower 
L topfails. About this time, the prince of Orange , who, 
igith his party, were alarmed at this fudden reverfal of his 
uncle’s counfels, came over to England , but made no impref- 
jjoir and Sir George Downing , the molt unamiable minifter in 
Europe , was fent to fucceed Sir William Fctnple at the Hague ; 
while Mr. Coventry , a leading man at the court of England , 
was fent to Stockholm , to bring the Swedes off from the triple 
alliance. The States had been molt infamoufly backward 
and evafive in fulfilling both the American and Eafl Indian 
ftipulations in the treaty of Breda. Downing , though he ftill 
pretended that his matter intended to fulfill the triple alliance, 
complained of thofe infractions, which de Wit confidered as 
the prelude to a declaration of war. 

As we are now upon the hiftory of Holland , it is proper we Refle&i- 
fliould exhibit the very peculiar circumftances of de Wit at ons upon 
this time. He had formed and carried on his adminiftration un- De Wit's 
der the aufpices of France , which was then known in Europe fitmtioa 
under no other than a military character. De Wit's hatred to and po- 
the houfe of Orange , and his regard for his own friends, had licy. 
made him neglect the crifis when Colbert began to form the 
marine and to eftablilh the commerce of France. Neither was 
he fufficiently vigilant, at the time when Lewis gave the firft 
indications, that he was refolved to attack the Spanijh Ne¬ 
therlands. But, at the time we are now treating of, Lewis 
ought to have been more formidable to de Wit , than either 
the Englijh or the prince of Orange , and a more philosophical 
minifter (though there could not he a better patriot) than de 
Wit was, would have generoufly rifked his head, by fending a 
iartc blanche to the prince, and his party in the republic. 

This conduct might Hill have rcfcued Charles from the necef- 
fity, as he abfurdly called it, of depending on the French king, 
becaufe, had there been but one party in Holland, and that de¬ 
termined upon a war with France , Charles and the Englijh 
could have trufted them, and the French ambition might have 
been timely counterworked. 

Such was the undefirable fituation of the penfionary at this 
leriod. Rather than yield the reins to the houfe of Orange , 
ie concluded a defenfive treaty with the crown of Spain; 
and this, perhaps, was his moll mafteiTy ftroke of foreign 
politics; for the court of Spains defoliation of France was fo 
real, that all the intrigues of Charles and Letuis could not 
lhake this alliance. Charles returned to his demands upon the The elec- 
hutcb for fatisfadtion, but none being given. Van Galen , tor of 
hilltop of Munjl cr , the implacable enemy of the Dutch , and O-lo^m 
the eledtor of Cologne , were again taken into the pay of and the 
Lance and England. De Wit's conduct was certainly inde-oifh 0 of 
fallible, in courting Lewis at this very time ; meannefils which Munder 
Civic at once defpifed and rejected. In 'he mean while, be- d >1 .re a- 
fore war was actually declared between England and Hollaeid , 1-fin ft 

Charles employed Sir Robert Holmes to intercept a rich Dutch ILnavd, 

Smyrna 
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Smyrna fleet, reckoned to be worth two millions fterlino 
which was expedited home, under the convoy of five men of 
war, commanded by Van Nes. Holmes thought himfelf fo 
fure of his booty, that he concealed his inftrudtions from 
Spragge, whom he met returning from the Mediterranean , and 
made a molt defperate attack upon the convoy, which was fo 
bravely defended by Van Nes , that all efcaped but one man of 
war and four merchant, which were rendered ufelefs to the 
Englijh. This piratical attempt was followed by the Englijb 
leizing four Dutch Eajl India fhips, and then declaring war. 
Among other reafons given by Charles for the laft ftep, the 
infolence of the Dutch medals was mentioned, and it muftbe 
acknowledged that in this re i peel the de Wits had afted 
childifhly and wantonly. The Dutch anfwered this declara¬ 
tion, by deftroying the fa£ts it contained, and making fome 
fevere, but juft, recriminations. But though fome points, left 


fevere, but juft, recriminations. But though fome points, left 
unfettled between England and Holland , might polfibly ferve 
as a pretext for a declaration of war, yet that of Lewis 
againft the Dutch , was infolent and unjuftifiable beyond all 
precedent. It fcarcely contained any but general, allegations 
of the infolence of the States againft the honour of the 


French crown. 


The Lewis was, at this time, immeafurably powerful upon the 

DutclA' up- continent of Europe . He had three great armies ready to en- 
plicate the ter the dominions of the States , who moft humbly implored 
French to know, what they had to expedl, but received no other an¬ 
ting. fwer, than that his majefty was refolved to employ his troops 

in the manner that he conceived to be the moft conducive to 
his own glory. The Dutch , underftanding that Lewis had 
taken offence at the oftentatious medal we have mentioned, 
ordered the die to be broken ; but Lewis was inexorable, and 
military preparations went on through all the provinces. The 
ambition of France being no longer equivocal, de With fitua- 
tion was rendered more deplorable than ever. He had fuffered 
the land army to go to decay, through his partiality for 
France , and when the voice of the public forced him to give 
way to the prince of Orange being raifed to its command, he 
found all its commiffions had been difpofed of to the friend: 
and dependants of de Wit , who were either boys or burghers, 
utterly void of military knowledge or experience. De Wit 
applied himfelf to the marine, which was in excellent condi' 
tion, and Ruyter , aftifted by Cornelius de Wit , as deputy from 


French 

king. 


a 


the States , put to fea with 90 fhips of war, beiides 40 frigates 


Sea fight 

between 


and ftorefhips. 


By this time, the French fquadron, under D'Etrces , had 


between joined the Englijh \ and the whole lay at Solehay , confining or 
the Dutch 130 fhips of the line, commanded in chief by the duke of 
and Eng- Ynrk. and under him. bv Montavue earl of Sandwich. It is 


/• jo. 


York , and under him, by Montague earl of Sandvjich. It is 
faid, that the laft named brave admiral was affronted the 


night before by the duke, who refufed to draw Iris fhips out in 
a proper line, and that they were attacked early in the morn- 
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ins by the Dutch , before their difpofition was formed. The 
earl of Sandwich , with the van of the Englijh fleet, engaged 
ii Ghent’s divifion, to give the duke time to complete his dif¬ 
pofition, and for fome time flood the brunt of all the Dutch 
fleet, but after deflroying one large Chip, and finking three 
iirefhips, he was blown up with his fhip. It has been faid, 
that he might have efcaped, but that he difdained to furvive 
the imputation that had been thrown out by the duke againft 
his honour. By this time, the duke and de Ruyier were vigo- 
roufly engaged together, with an obflinacy, which the latter 
confefled exceeded all that he had met with in 32 engagements 
he had fought, and in the mean while, Sir John Jordan , gain¬ 
ing the windward, came to the duke’s afliftance. Both ad¬ 
mirals twice fhifted their flags and fought yard arm and yard 
arm for two hours ; but the duke, the fecond time he left the 
line, not returning to the charge, gave Ruytcr leifure to con¬ 
vey to the Dexel a very rich fleet of merchantmen, by which 
victory feems to declare for the Dutch , though the Englijh 
claimed it with equal confidence. As to the behaviour of the 
French , in this engagement, it was very equivocal, for accord¬ 
ing to the belt accounts, only a very few (hips, under D’Etrees, 
were engaged. 

While the Dutch were thus victorious by fea, they were on 'p] ie 
the brink of perdition by land. The French king, attended p retic h 
by his brother, the duke of Orleans , was marching towards kj no 
the frontiers of Flanders and Holland , at the head of 120,coo V ades 
men; the elector of Cologne , and the bifhop of Mun/ier , HolUnd 
having under them about 20,000 men. The prince of Conch 
and the marfhal Durenne commanded under their king, and 
Yauban, whofc name fpeaks his p-aife, was their engineer. 

The Dutch had not one friend in Germany , but the elector of 
Brandenburgh , who had an eye upon their Stadtholderfhip, 
and who was in hopes by that means of regaining Potnerania 
from the Szvedcs. He had engaged to lend the Dutch 25,000 
men, and the regent of Spain had promifed to fpare them 
what troops (lie could, and fend them fome money. The 
duke of Lorrain attempted to befriend them; but Lezvis ftript 
him of his dominions. The prince cf Orange? to oppofe this 
prodigious force, had under him about Zf;,oco men, and he 
marched towards the TJJel. We fhall referve the difpofitions of 
the French army to another part of our hiftory. It is fuffi- 
cient to fay, that though, perhaps, not the moll numerous, 
it was the mod gay, fplendid, and befl appointed army that 
ever had taken the field in Europe \ and Lewis carried with 
him vail fupplies of gold and money, which were to be em¬ 
ployed where fword and artillery failed him. Orfoi , TPefel , 
and Burick , furrendered as foon as they were inverted. An 
Irijh officer, one DoJJ'ery , was bribed to betray Rhirnberg , and 
was (hot by order of the prince of Orange , when he came to 
Maejlricht . Thofe four towns were all of them well fortified, 

under the protection of the States, and deemed to be the keys 
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All the ftrong places upon 


mi 


progrefs their fate. As foon as ever a party of the French appeared 

before a town, it furrendered, and fome fent their keys to the 
conqueror. The French then advanced towards the Rhine, 
the oppofite banks of which was guarded by a body of horfe 
and foot under general Wart%. The vaft fuperiority of the 
French in numbers and artillery rendered that famous paflage 
eafy. The Dutch troops who had advanced to difpute it, re- 
tired upon the great compadt body of French cavalry reaching 
the fhore. The prince of Conde had crofted the river in a 
copper boat, a conveniency which was then firft invented, 
and the Dutch were for laying down their arms, when the 
duke of Longueville fhot one of their officers dead. The Dutch 
despairing of quarter, refumed their arms, killed the duke, 
wounded the prince of Conde , and retreated in the beft man- 


in con¬ 
quering 
three pro¬ 
vinces. 


ner they could. 

The French had no fooner performed this dazzling, but eafy, 
exploit, than they took Doejbonrg, Zutphen, Arnhetm , Nofem- 
hourg , Nimeguen , Skenk, BommelCrevecceur , and a vaft number 
of other places, fo that fcarcely an hour palled without adding 
to the conquefts of Lewis . Skenk, fuppofed to be one of the 
ftrongeft fortrefles in the Netherlands , and Nimeguen , though 
garrifoned by 8000 men, were reduced by Turenne 5 and the 
prince of Orange , to prevent his being furrounded, retired to¬ 
wards Rhenen in the province of Utrecht. In the mean while, 
the duke of Luxembourg , the rival and fucceffor of Conde and 
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bifhop of Munjler , reduced the province 
i the* 2nth of Aune. 1672, Lezuis mad 


Overyjfel and on the 20th of J 


triumphal entry into the city of Utrecht , which had fent him 
its keys. It was even owing to the accident of a fervant- 
maid’s having the courage to pull up a draw-bridge, that 
Am {levdam did not follow the example of Utrecht. Lewis pro¬ 
ceeded in a manner which fhewed, that he intended to continue 
the lovereign of his conquefts ; for he exercifed every part of 
civil jurisdiction, in the fame manner as it had been admini- 


ftered by the States General . 
defnair. trave orders to h 


The latter being now driven to 
Holland , Brabant , and Dutch 


The 

Dutch 


defpair, gave oraers to lay Holland, jbrabant, ana uuico 
Flanders under water, as the only means of preventing the 
French prog re fs; but at the fame time they fent a deputation 
with de Groat at its head, to Lewis , and another to Charles, 
to implore their compaffion, and to accept of what terms they 

fhould pleafe to impofe. # . ,, 

Louniois , the haughty imperious miniftcr of Lewes, with ail 

the infolence, but none of the politenefs, of his court, re- 

Jo Cimrf with a brutal triumnh. He demanded to 


fupplicate ceived de GrGot witn a brutal triumph. 
tec French, know what terms the States had fent. “ 


We 


« Sir, replied de Groot , not to offer terms, but to receive 
44 them. 5 ’ Being informed, that it was expelled they fhould 
make fome propofition, they had the mortification to be 

obliged to travel feveral times to and from the Hague , with* 

- 4 out 


OF THE WORLD. 4 ,- 

out receiving any determined anfwer, and at laft they ofFeied 
to give up their frontier and to defray the expences of the 
war, provided they were left in pofleffion of their liberty, re¬ 
ligion and fovereignty. They were told by Louvois , that his 
mafter confidered all he had conquered as his own, and that it 
was expected that French commodities fhould be imported into 
all the provinces of the States duty free, and that they fhould 
tolerate the catholic equally as the proteftant religion; and 
that, befides the frontier, they fhould leave him in pofleffion 
of fo many forts and towns, as fhould render him, in fact, 
mafter of their country; and all this, befides indemnifying 
lewis for the expences of the war, and fending annually a 
moft mortifying embafly with a golden medal of acknow¬ 
ledgment. 

The deputies at the court of England had better fuccefs; and the 
and they were favoured by two circumftances, the compaffion Engljh. 
of the people and the jealoufy of the court, which had taken * 
offence at the rapid progrefs and defpotic conduct of Lewis . 

The duke of Buckingham and lord Arlington were nominated 
to repair to the French king at Utrecht . Charles , in private, 
complained that Lewis had violated a fccret article of the treaty, 
by which he was to have part of the fpoils of the States Ge¬ 
neral. , the province of Zealand particularly. His demands 
upon the Dutch were, the honours of the flag, the fulfilling the 
treaty of Breda , with regard to his fubjeefs of Surinam ; that 
his enemies fhould find no fhelter with the States ; that his 
nephew fhould be raifed to the Stadtholderfhip; that he 
fhould receive a million flerling, by way of indemnification, 
and io,coo/. yearly, for the liberty of fifhing on his coafts ; 
that his claims in the Eaft Indies fhould be admitted ; and that 
as a fecurity for the performance of thofe terms, he fhould be 
put in pofleffion of Sluys, and the ifles of Walchercn , Catfant, 

Goree, and Voorn. 

During the dependency of thofe two embaffies, the more DT air of 
fpirited part of the Dutch republicans were taking meafures tire On cl>. 
for embarking themfelves, their effects and families, for Ba¬ 
tavia , rather than live flaves in Europe ; and ic was upon a 
calculation thought, that there was in their ports Slipping fuf- 
ficient for tranfporting thither 50,000 families. Thofe de- 
iponding thoughts were checked by the glorious fpirit of the 
young prince of Orange. Though in his perfon weak and 
lickly, he had endured fatigues as if his body had been com- 
pofed of fteel; and when one of his friends afked him what 
lie would do if the French fhould conquer his country? Die in 
the lajl ditch of it, faid he, with a fire very foreign from his 
natural phlegm. Though the terms propofed by England 
were fo flattering tohimfelf, he advifed his countrymen to re¬ 
ject them, and to put no confidence in the promifes of France ; 
but above all, he put them in mind of the traytors amonglt 
themfelves, who had been the inftrumems of the French 
greatnefs. This naturally turned the eves and the refentment 
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of the enraged populace againft the two unhappy brothers 
the de Wits , who continued to ftem the univerfal tide of af¬ 
fection towards the Orange family with a more than ftoical 
patriotifm. Though Cornelius was antient burgo-mafter at 
Dort, the citizens forced their other magiftrates to inveft the 
prince with their Stadtholderfhip, and their example was fol¬ 
lowed by Rotterdam , Amjlerdam , the Hague , and Middlchmg , 
and a tempeft of popular fury raged in every quarter againtt 
the de Wits. 

The two The life of John was attempted by four ruffians on the 
deWits af- ftreets, and he had refigned his office of penfionary. All the 
fallinated. luftre of de Ruyter’s fervices could not fkreen him from the 

like infamous attacks, and Cornelius de TVit had magnani- 
moufly fuffered the rack upon a vile improbable charge, brought 
againft him by a barber, of his having offered to bribe the 
plebeian to murder the prince of Orange. The character and 
conftancy of the de Wits is ftrongly marked by what we are 
told of Cornelius , who, in the intervals of the rack, repeated 
part of that ode of Horace which begins with the line jujluin '• 
et tenacem propofiti virum. After enduring the torture, his 
eftate'was confifcated, and he himfelf condemned to perpe¬ 
tual banifhment. John attended him through all the parox- 
ifms of his fuffering, and with fraternal piety wiped the | 
fweat from his brow. The day of exile came, John propofed 
to attend his brother in baniftiment, and was waiting with ! 
him in the prifon to have carried him out of the city in his 
coach, when the maddening multitude, as if inftead of en¬ 
countering, they had been flying from, puniftiment, broke into 
the gaol, put them both to death, and with infernal fury, 
tore their bodies in a thoufand pieces, which were even fold 
for money and devoured by the monfters of the mob. 

Prince of The prince of Orange was, in an inftant, railed to the 
Orange Stadtholderfhips of Holland and Zealand , the only provinces 
made that were deftitute of a Stadtholder, for the French wereftill 
Stadt- in pofleffion of Utrecht , Guelder!and, and Overyjfel , and the 
holder. provinces of Friejland and Groningen had chofen a young prince, 

John Cafimer of Najjau, for their Stadtholder. This great re¬ 
volution was followed by the moft extravagant demands on 
the part of the populace, who feemed intent on crufhing the 
power of the nobility, and the members of the States , and 
fharing all places of power and profit between the prince of 
Orange and themfelves. The prince, in fhort, atSted on this 
occafion as the di&ator of the republic, all other tribunals but 
his being in a ftate of vacation. In an affembly of the States 
Jtie recalled them from their defpondency by one of the moft 
animating, manly, and rational fpeeches that ever was pro¬ 
nounced. He fhewed them the great prizes they fought for, 
that of religion and independency ; he pointed out the re- 
fources for maintaining the war ; and, in the end, he per- 
fuaded them to reject the fhameful terms that had been pre- 
feribedbythe two crowns. At this tryingjunilure, thebe- 
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Tiefit of upright commercial principles was fignallv experi¬ 
enced by the Dutch . The notes of their bank had hitherto .been 
current as fpecie, and during the public confufion, the people 
ran to the bank to realize them. The directors ordered the 
vaults under their town-houfe to be opened, and the money 
which was to anfwer the demands of the public creditors, was 
there found full and entire. Moft of them went back with 
their notes, as thinking their property fafer in the bank than 
in their own pofleffion. 

The meafure of inundating the provinces had been owing and faves 
to the prince of Orange, and it fully anfwered his expe&a- his conn- 
tions by checking the progrefs of the French, who had 24,000 try. 
Dutch prifoners in their army. The glorious fpirit of the 
prince of, Orange interefted the emperor, the king of Den- 


Dutch 


it was now feen, that if Charles continued his connections 
with France , he muft be deferted by his parliament and people. 
The reader, in the hiftory of Germany, will perceive the diver- 
fion made by Montecuculi and the elector of Brandenburg!), tho* 
they were baffled by Turenne in all their attempts to join the 
prince of Orange. The Dutch deputies were now recalled, 
and the prince of Orange having augmented his army, made a 
fruitlefs attempt upon Naerden. "T he fate of the republic was 
once more balanced. Lewis, with a foolifh impatience to re¬ 
ceive the adulations of his fubje&s, left the overflown provinces, 
that he might triumph at Paris. He had difeharged the Dutch 
prifoners for a trifling ranfom ; the glorious army he had carried 
with him into the Netherlands was moft miferably reduced, 
partly by difeafes, and partly by garrifoning his conquefts, 
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they were over-ruled by Louvois’ counlels, which afterwards^ 
proved pernicious to his mufter. In fhort, the whole or 
Lewis’s condua, after he had brought the Dutch deputies to 
his feet, was a firing of errors ; for it was necefiary for him 
to have kept his ftrength undiffipated that he might fubdue 
Amjlerdam, if he intended to become mailer of Holland. 

Charles had been nettled at the behaviour of the French, but Sea fight 
he was exafperated at the Dutch, and refolved to re-com- between 
mence hottil i ties. He appointed prince Rupert , the earl of the Dutch 
Ofjbry , and Sir Edward Spragge, to the command of his fleet, and En- 
on board of which a body of land troops was put for the con - in 


que 

D’l 


of 


bably muft have been reduced ; but the combined fleet was mer 


d rive 
fame 


Dutch coalts by 
into the Dutch 


laden with gold, fpices, and rich commodities or every kina. 
The duke of Luxemburgh marched over the ice. to maKe mm- 
felf maftcr of Amilcrdam and the Hague, but it tai.ed unner ms 


fell'maftcr of Amjlerdam and the Hague , but it xai.eu unacr ms 
troops bv a fudden thaw, and they muft have been dcmoycJ 
had a Dutch officer, who commanded a fort by winch they 
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were to pafs, done his duty. Turenne was obliged to march 
to IVeftphalia, by which the States were delivered from a heavy 

The count de Morterey , governor of the Spanijh Ne~ 


Icourge 


furnilhed 


Orange with 10,000 men, by which he was enabled to make 


againft 


The French , who had fo wonder- 

moft dreadful 


The 

F tench 
king takes 
MarJ- 
iticht. 

1673. 

ThcDutch 


exceffes after their deliverance, by plundering the two towns 
of Bodgrave and Svjammerdam , which ferved further to alienate 


Dutch 


The 


Maejlricht 


thirteen days j but his farther progrefs was flopped by the 
inundations. 

We are now advanced far in the year 16735 when Ruyter 
again engaged the Englijh fleet under prince Rupert , but with- 
beatthe out any remarkable advantage (though the engagement was 
Fngl!J/j by very bloody) on either fide for both retired to their ports to 

refit. On the 14th of June they cannonaded one another off 


Flujhing , but were p 

a clofe engagement. , 

nort, and indeed he was thought in his heart to be no friend 
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The 


to the war. 


Ot 


tirely reconciled to each other the two great admirals, de Ruy- 
tsr and Van Tromp , and it was not long before the Englijh 


Dutc , 


A fe- 


vere, but regular, engagement followed ; Ruyter fought prince 

n • >5 « » 1.1 * / - 1-- — I 

Rupert , Tromp Sir 
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[praggc, and the Dutch admir; 
had buffered Bronket to {hoot 
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Rupert 


Joh 


for fome time the weight of both Ruyter’s and Bronket’s i qua- 
drons- At laft, he rejoined Chichely , and mult have gained a 
complete victory had he been properly fupported by D’Etrecs ; 
but Sir Edward Spragge , after performing prodigies of valour 
againft Tramp , 'was, with his {hip, funk by a cannon ball; 
and the earl of OJfory , who fucceyded Spragge in his com¬ 
mand, was obliged to fight retreating.« rri nee Rupert found 
liimfelf likewife under the neceflity of collecting his {hips, 
and drawing off towards England ; but the honour of the vic¬ 
tory, as ufual, was claimed by both fides. 

During thofe operations at fea, the prince of Orange took 

of the JTacrdcn , the commandant of which was puniftied by Lewis 

for not performing impofiibilities. After that, he joined the 
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Spain declared war againft 

act vigoroufly on 

the j Rhine ; the troops of Cologne and Munjler had been driven 
out of Groningen ; feveral electoral towns on the Rhine had 
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manoeuvres, threatened to cut off the communication of the 
French army from France , and determined Lewis to evacuate 
the three Dutch provinces he held, after his agents had 
fleeced them, in particular that of Utrecht. The evacuation was 
performed with a difgraceful precipitation, and Lewis loft his 
conquefts while his fubje&s were preparing the memorials of 
his having obtained them. 

This was a glorious sera for the Dutch , perhaps more fo A rsegoci 
than that which fixed the acknowledgment of their love- ation at 
teignty; but the whole was owing to the Ipirit, valour, and Cologne. 
profound judgment of the prince of Orange. Btfides the lau¬ 
rels he had reaped in the field, he was a favourite with many 
of the feller German princes, who had exerted themlelves with 
iinufual vigour to affift him, and he held a correfpondence 
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Dutch accepted of, but on condition that the two courts 
fliould recede from their haughty demands. Conferences 
were opened at Cologne , where the Dutch plenipotentiaries 
threw off their abjeft appearance, and a&ed with a Itiftre be¬ 
coming the minifters of a fovereign ftate. The count of Fuf- 


who 


Vienna 


ing the fervant of a rebel elector j and this ferved the French 
as a pretext for breaking off the conferences. The moft in¬ 
dolent powers in Europe were now fenfible of the French am¬ 
bition, and their apprehenfions were improved, by the prince 
of Orange , to the fervice of public liberty. Lewis had pre¬ 
vailed with the eleftor of Brandcnburgh to ftgn a neutrality, 
which the prince perfuaded him to break. Even the elector 


bifhop of Munjl 


ally 


whom he did not make fo by his money. The late treaty Terms of 
with Spain turned out to be a mafter-piece of policy, and pro- t ] ie p eaC e 
vided for the reciprocal interefts of the parties in the ftrongeft w i t h Spain, 
and moft effectual manner, by ftipulating that neither fliould 
make peace without the confent of the other, and that France 
fhould be obliged to reftore all the conquefts fne had made 
upon both lince the peace of the Pyrenees. 1 hough his ca- 


ijefty 


fide 


great refpeft by the contra&ing parties, who agreed to offer 


fo 

refufe them. The 


Vienna 




this treaty, which likewife accelerated a peace between the 
States General and Great-Britain? 2.nd proved the bans of the 
grand confederacy that was afterwards formed againft France. 

The emperor of Germany , as well as Spain and Holland\ 
now declared war againft Leiyis , and the Span:]/) and Dutco 

oured by the fpirit of the Fuohjt)^ and a fuomif- 
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who, with five letter written to Charles on the part of the States , fucceed- 
the ein- ed in detaching him from the interefts of France. A treaty 
peror, de- was fct on foot, which was managed by the Spanijh minifter, 
dares war the marquis de Frcfno , and Sir William Temple. Former 
againft treaties ferved for the bafis of the commercial part of it. The 
France. honour due to the Britijh flag was allowed by the Dutch , and 

a fmall fum was granted to the king, proportioned rather to the 
expences of his court than thofe of the war. The Dutch did 
not, on this occafion, behave with their ufual moderation; 
in which they were, perhaps, encouraged by the prince of 
Orange , who knew the differences between the king and his 
parliament, and had conceived too great a contempt for his 
HauMiti- uncle’s court. The public, in fhort, was furprized at the in- 
nefs of the difference, if not indecency, with which he treated the En~ 
prince of gHft> minifters at his court, where they remained whole days 
Orange to- without being admitted to an audience. He had afterwards 
wards the fome caufe to repent of this behaviour; Charles had offered 
Fndijh. his mediation between France and the States General but upon 

terms that were highly difagreeable to the prince of Orange 
and his allies. Rather than accept of it, the prince, in 1674, 
took the field at the head of an army, with which he intended 
to penetrate into the heart of France. He was encountered 
by the prince of Cotide at Seneff.\ where both generals did won¬ 
ders, and both claimed the victory, to which the French feem, 
however, to have had the jufteft pretence. They were like- 
wife victorious on the Rhine under Turcnne , and in this cam¬ 


paign they again conquered Franche Comte . 

The war IMotwithftanding the labours of Charles for effecting an ac- 
continues. commodation, it was far from taking place. The emperor 

and Spain were averfe to it through intereft, and Willia?n up¬ 
on principle, the ruling paflion of his life being to humble 
France. He prefled the king of England to join in the general 
confederacy, to which the eleCtor of Brandenburgh had ac¬ 
ceded ; and the great Montecuculi again taking the command 
of the allies, balanced matters in Germany , and reconciled their 
clafhing interefts. Turenne was killed by a random cannon (hot; 
the French were difpirited, and withdrew out'of Germany , and 
the prince of Conde , after having baffled the efforts of the 
confederates on the fide of Flanders , refigned his command. 
The prince of Orange , while Charles II. affeCted to be unde¬ 
termined with regard to the part he was to a<St, was offered 
the fovercignty of Guclderland , upon a pretended family title; 
hut though he would have gladly embraced it, he declined it, 
as it muft have hurt his intereft with the Dutch in general. 
In all other departments of his government as Stadtholder, he 
aCfed with admirable prudence, as he endeavoured to bring 
the conftitution back to its firft principles. The provincial 
government was invefted in three bodies, the aCting counfel- 
lors, the nobility, and the deputies from towns and cities, a 
partition of power fo wifely calculated, that the Louvejlc'm 
faction feemed now to be wholly fuppreffed, and the Stadt- 
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The indccifion of Charles II. was occafioncd by the obliga- Conferen- 
tions he lay under to France , and as a medium "between the C es cpen- 
French and the Dutch proposals, he prevailed in having con- e d at AV- 
ferences for a peace opened at Nimeguetu While the deputies 
were there fitting, their principals acted as if the vigorous 
profecution of the war, would entitle them to the better 
terms of peace. The French king took Conic, Aire , and 
Bouchain , and his generals forced the prince of Orange to raife 
the liege of Maejlricht. The conferences at Nhneguen were 
all this while going on. Lewis and Charles endeavoured to 
make a feparate peace with Holland . The prince of Orange 
kept ftaunch to his purpofe, and rejected the propofal with 
becoming indignation. The king and people of England , 
were fo much divided in their fentiments with regard to public 
affairs, that while LevAs and Charles were embracing each 
other, the former fuffered his privateers to make prizes of 
Engliflj merchantmen as if they had been Dutch veflels, and fo 
infolent were the French become, that they denied the ho- 


Herbert 


an 


EngHJh {hip 


The Dutch 


Spanijh 


bitants of MeJJina , who had revolted from the crown of Spain, 
and were fupported by the French admiral, the duke de Vi- 
vonne. Ruyter , though the Spanijh gallies were obliged to put 
infn Lipari, foueht Vivonnc , who found means to fuccour 


Mejfi : 


Ruyter 


Spanijh fleet, laid fiege to Augujla. The French attempted to re¬ 
lieve it, and this produced another fea fight, in which Ruyter 
was victorious, but received a wound, which bringing on a 
fever, deprived the world of one of the greateft fea officers it 
ever produced. Before his death, the title and patent of a 
duke of Spain had been made out for him, but did not arrive 

till after his death, and his children reje&ed it. 

The prince of Orange beheld with grief and atlomihment, 
.1__ nran nrrrrarn nn tn rival England and Holland 
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.as a maritime power ; but this was fo far from damping, that at f ca . 

it quickened, his paffion for humbling Lewis. After Ruyter s 

" ’ t n. * n fl ee t s proceeded to Palermo , 


Dutch 


Spanijl 


where they were attacked under vaft difadvantages by the 
duke de Vivonne , and du Qucfnc, who was reputed, now that 
Ruyter was gone, to be the greateft marine genius of the age. 
The Dutch level ely felt the lofs of their gallant admiral; du 
Duefne attacked them with his fire (hips ; they and the Spa- 
wards loft twelve of their capital {hips, and 5,000 men, and 
Lewis remained the undifputed mafter of the Mediterranean 
navigation. This fuperiority redoubled the zeal or the prince 
of Oranae and the people of England againft France, and 
Charles II. could no longer refift the voice of his people.. He 
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marriage his niece Mary, daughter to the duke of Fork, and, 
after her father, preemptive heir to the crown of Great 
Britain. Before the prince left England , he concerted with 
Charles the plan of a pacification at Nimeguen, and the latter 
promifed (though he was far from being fo good as his word) 
to declare againft Leivis if he refufed to accept it. The con¬ 
ferences at Nimeguen were ffcill going on; the king of France. 
had taken Valenciennes , as the young duke of Lorrain had 
Philipjhurg . The French , under the marfhals D'Humiers and 
Luxembourg , befieged St. Chncr ; the prince of Orange ad¬ 
vanced to Mount Cajfel to relieve it, but he was beaten by the 
duke cf Orleans with confiderable lofs, and the town furren- 
dered. The prince then befieged Charieroy, but he was baffled 
Sf*e Vol. in his attempt by Luxembourg. The reader, in our hiftory of 
IX. p. 192 Germany , will find an account of the peace of Nimeguen which 

followed. The French had continued to folicit the Dutch to 
make a feparate peace, and made fome imprefiion upon them, 
Treaty of though oppofed* by the prince of Orange. By this peace, 
Nimeguen the French reftored Charierey , Courtray , Oudenarde, Aeth , 
conef-d- Ghent, nr.d Limburg. Macjirickt was delivered up to the 
cd. Dt tick , but the French king kept the greateft part of Flanders. 

While this treaty was in agitation, the duke of Luxembourg 
was blockading Mons, and imagining the peace to be as good 
as concluded, he had been thrown off his guard, and was at¬ 
tacked and beaten by the prince of Orange at St. Dennis. 
The French exclaimed againft the attack, as being perfidious 
on the part of the prince of Orange , who knew that the peace 
was concluded. There is no foundation for this charge, be- 
caufe the prince had as good right to attack Luxembourg as 
the latter had to continue the blockade. 
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Holland , by the peace of Nimeguen , gained a barrier, and 
though originally the grand confederacy had been formed for 
her defence, yer fuch was the accidental animofity of her al¬ 
lies, that before the end of the war Ihe became only an aux¬ 
iliary, though in its beginning flie was a principal. France 
had agreed to the peace of Nimeguen only to gain a breathing, 
that file might regulate the government of her conquefts, and 
lay a foundation for future ones. The prince of Orange had 
always diHiked the treaty, and the Dutch ambaffadors, who 
after its conch,non had been fent to the court of France , re¬ 
fufed to accept of an audience until they had the honours 
that were ufually bellowed upon the ambaffadors of crowned 
heads. They were fo obftinate in this point, that they were 
gratified, and Lewis even endeavoured to bring them into a 
defenfivc alliance. This was ftrenuoufly oppofed by the court 
of Great Britain , upon which the States General , though 
loudly menaced by Lewis , rejected the propofal. On this 
cccafion, the States had entered into a defenfive treaty with 
England , which the reviving Lowuejlcin faction urged as a 
precedent for their doing the fame with Lewis. The truth 

is, the French would have found more benefit in the friendfhip 

of 
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of Holland , than in its conqueft, and the whole of the ne- 
gociation was traverfed and rendered ineffectual by the prince 
of Orange. The French king, fenfible of this, ftarted a de¬ 
mand of contribution arrears, during the late war, which 
the States thought proper to comply with, becaufe they found 
the crown of Spain too weak at this time to a {lift them. 

The navigation of the Dutch had, for fome time, been pef- 
tered by the Algerines , with whom a peace was now conclud¬ 
ed, but the court of England renewed its ruinous connections 
with France , through the perpetual hankering which Charles 
had for being fupported without the aid of parliament. After 
the peace of Nimeguen , Lezvis kept on foot a vaft army to Vul. IX. 
fupport his ambitious projeCIs, that have been mentioned in ap. 
former part of this work. He over-ran and reduced all the' 

Spanijh Netherlands, his catholic majefty having been provoked 
into a declaration of war againft him, and the States General 
thought proper to enter into a treaty with Sweden , for gua¬ 
ranteeing the peace of Nimeguen , to which the king of Great 
Britain was invited, but in vain, to accede. The French king 
and his minifters Rormed againft this treaty, and he gave a 
party of the garrifon of Tpres orders to feize a Frenchman, 
calling himfelf the count de Sardam, who had taken refuge 
at Amflerdam. This party was difeovered and imprifoned by 
the States. The French ambaffador, D'Avaux , peftered them New dif- 
with memorials for their deliverance, and, at laft, claimed ferences 
them, as having done nothing but their king’s order. Never between 
did any government behave with more dignity and prudence the Dutch 
than the Dutch did on that occafion. The French captain was and the 
tried, condemned to death, and carried to the place of exe- French, 
cution, but there pardoned, as were the foldiers of his party, 
who had been condemned to work upon the dykes and forti¬ 
fications of the republic ; and all this fteadinefs was exerted 
while D’Avaux was threatening the States with the molt dread¬ 
ful effeCls of his mafter’s refentment. 

The emperor, by this time, had acceded to the guarantee and b<? _ 

treaty between Spain and die States General , and had an tween tbe 
army upon the Rhine. Lewis confidere.d the prince of Orange § fates an< j 
as the main fpring of all the oppofition he met with, and tbe p r j nce 
took a mean revenge by opprefiing the fubjects of that prind- 0 f Q ra nze. 
pality. The prince’s triends endeavoured to make the in¬ 
juries he fuffered a common caufe, and after various ne- 
gociations Heinjius was fent to Fans by the States to folicit 
againft a total confifcation of the principality. The French 
ambaffador, in the mean while, laboured hard in reviving the 
credit of the Louveflein faCtion, and did it fo effectually, that 
the prince was defeated in a motion made to the States Ojnei al 
for augmenting the army with 16,000 men. In moit, Aniftc 7- 
dam headed the oppofition to the prince, and innuencedthe 
deputies of Leyden, Delft, the Brill, and other towns. I he 
prince endeavoured to carry his point by abohlhing the conititu- 

tional negative in the Dutch government againft a majority or 

Je e 4 voices* 
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voices. 


In this he failed, and thereby gave great advantages 
to his enemies. They infilled on cultivating the friendfhip 
of France , as Spain was too feeble, and England too unfleady 
to affift them. The prince refumed his plan of government, 
by a majority, and though firmly oppofed by Amjlerdam , and 
the provinces of Friejland and Groningen , luch was his cool- 
nefs and perfevcrance, that he in part i'ucceeded. It was loon 
found out that the leading men in Amjlerdam were under the 


influence 


rur 


no 


* 

D'Avan x 


They are 
overawed 

bv the 

* 

J’re/n h. 


men. He carried the propofal of an augmentation, and it 
was actually refolved to have joined the Spanijb army with 
14,000 men to at againil the French \ but a thundering me- 

/-.r! fr.ini TV Aryn )jv. thp influence nf T.eivrs over th» 


St at 


s y drove them from their refolution, and they agreed to 
the terms propofed by the French. Their troops were ordered 
to defift from hoftilities in Flanders y and the city of Amjlerdam 
went fo far as not only to propofe a redu&ion of all the ad- 


10 create 


Cajimir of NaJJt 


Sp 


nour he refufed from his regard and friendfhip to the prince of 
Orange. The French intereft then adopted certain plaiifible 
plans of frugality for reducing the army and augmenting the 
navy, and other (Economical regulations, which were levelled 
at the authority of the Stadtholder, whole uncle and father- 


Jam 


now king of Great Britain. It was 


imagined, that his acceffion to the crown would have been 
of fervice to the prince of Orange , but James had been forced 
by h is brother to agree to his daughter’s marriage, and in his 
heart he detefted the principles, caufe, and family of the 
prince. He affected, indeed, an equality with Lewis; and had 
it not been for his bigotted principles, the vaft revenue he 
had, and the fituation he found himfelf in at the time of his 
acceffion, might have put him at the bead of a confederacy 
powerful enough to have given law to France . The duke of 
Monmouth was in exile in Holland , as was the Scotch earl of 
Argyle. The prince of Orangey by this time, had entered into 
conduft of engagements with the proteflant party in Englandy and we 


Artful 


the prince can fcarcely doubt 

/'t -r IP r* « t I 


Britifl. 


flandin 


at the re- G f his ambition, efpecially as the duke was weak enough to 
yolution, enter a hereditary claim to the throne of Englandy as being 

the legitimate fon of Charles II. The prince of Orange joined 
with the States in their efforts to oblige the duke and the earl 
to leave Holland ; but he privately encouraged both to the 
mad ill judged attempt of invading England and Scotlandy 
which ended in their definition. 


7 


o 


apologies the States made, and looked 


upon them as the authors of the two rebellions that he had 


iupppeffedv 
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depredations 
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depredations upon the Dutch , and they in return opened Breach 
their territories as an afylum to all the di{affected in England, between 
He took the part of the Englijl) againft the Dutch Eaft-India Janes II. 
company ; and this, perhaps, was the moll juftifiable meafure and the 
of his reign, for the all grafping avarice of the latter, at this Stales Ge- 
time, undoubtedly pointed towards an entire engroffment of neral. 
all the Afiatic commerce. This avaritious fpirit influenced 
all their aCtions; it rendered them tame towards the French 
monarch, who was perfecuting his proteftant fubjeCts, and 
opprefling the principality of Orange. An encounter be¬ 
tween two Dutch men of war and a French fquadron under 
the count de Mortemar , gave the French a handle for com¬ 
plaining of an infult offered to their flag, and the Dutch were 
mean enough to make fubmiffions on that head. They were 
fo far from interpofing in favour of the French proteftants, 
that they faw them with filent joy taking refuge in Holland , 
and by the manufactures they introduced erecting new fources 
of commerce to their ftate. The king of England was, at this 
time, very powerful both by fea and land, but he was advancing 
with wide fteps towards his own deftruCtion, that is, in his 
endeavours to introduce popery into his kingdoms. He ftili 
continued to afteCt a rivalftlip with Lewis , and, more than 
ever he was known to do, he carefied the prince of Orange 
and the Dutch , whole interefts on that occaflon were very dif¬ 
ferent. They pretended to be alarmed at the vaft prepara¬ 
tions he was making, and their ambaflador, Dykeveldt , who 
was in the prince’s* intereft, openly remonftrated at London 
againft the king’s conduCt. If James had, at this time, any 
ferious thoughts of aCting againft France , they arofe from the 
differences between the pope and Lewis j and if the Dutch 
meant any thing by their remonftrances, it was dictated 
by the prince of Orange , who thought that fuch reprefenta- 
tions were neceflary to juftify his future conduit, and cncreale 
the number of his partizans in England. 

Matters ftood on this footing between James and the 1688. 
Dutch till the year 1688, when the prince of Orange actually The 
refufed to give any fanCtion of his countenance to the repeal prince of 
of the penal laws. James redoubled his preparations for war; Orange 
he demanded the fi x Britijb regiments in the fervice of the invades 
States General to be fent home ; but he was refufed, and the England , 
prince was daily getting ground in the aflembly of the States. 

Nothing was now thought to be wanting but a formal de¬ 
claration of war, for the commencement of hoftilities be¬ 
tween the Englijl) and the Dutch. The difputc between prince 
Clement of Bavaria , and the cardinal of Furjlemberg , about 
the electorate of Cologne , ferved as a fpecious pretext for their 
warlike preparations; and the prince of Orange at laft informed 
the eleCtors of Brandenhurgh and Saxony , the heads or the 
houfe of Lunenbourg (the duke of r Zidl in particular) of his 

real defign to make a delcent upon England. 

- Wnen 
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When we confidcr the fituation of Europe for a century 
paft, and the danger her liberties were now in from French 
power and ambition, we cannot be furprized that the pro- 
teftants of Europe gladly embraced the profpeft of feeing the 
crown of England on the head of a prince bred up in an he¬ 
reditary averfion to the houfe of Bourbon. The Dutch faw 
their intereft in this great event, and a fleet of 50 large (hips 
of war, with 10,000 land forces on board, was equipped. The 
French ambaflador demanded the reafon of this armament, 
and threatened the States with his matter’s immediate indig¬ 
nation if it was intended againft England. The Englijh am- 
baflador remonftrated againft it; and James endeavoured to 
cajole the States , who knew their intereft too well, and had 
gone too far to mind either his threats or his promifes. Every 
thing for the invafion being ready, the States avowed the def- 
tination of their armament, and both they and the prince 
publiftied manifeftos on the head, juftifying their own con- 
du<ft. The firft time the fleet attempted to fail, it was driven 
back by contrary winds. It was more fortunate the fecond 
time; the prince of Orange landed in England ; he and his 
wife were rewarded with its crown, and the Dutch made the 


ceives that Englijh parliament their debtors to the amount of an enor- 
crovVn. mous fum, for the afliftance given them on this occafion. 

Lewis endeavoured to anticipate king William in hoftilitics; 
he feized the Dutch {hipping in his ports; he invaded Ger¬ 
many , and declared war againft the Dutch on pretence of 
their having oppofed cardinal Furjlemburg. The Dutch an- 
fwered by a counter manifefto, in which they loaded Lewis 
with tyranny, ambition, and breach of faith, with a fpirit, 
and in terms, which fufficiently demonftrated their clofe con¬ 
nections with England. Both parties took the field, and 
France oppofed her Angle power to that of almoft all Europe. 
The con- Prince Waldeck commanded the army of the confederates on 
federacy the frontiers of the States , confifting of the Dutch , the Bran- 
againlt denburghers , Lunenburghers , HeJJians, and other German pro- 
frence re- teftants; but he was beaten at Fleuris by the French marfhal 
nerved. Luxembourg. This did not difeourage the States-, whole troops 

behaved admirably well; they not only recruited, but rewarded 
them, and, being joined by a frefti body of Brandenburghers, 


1690. 


put a ftop to Luxembourg’s farther conquefts. 

King William was, at this time, in Ireland , fighting againft 

and the Dutch had joined the 

The French fleet con- 


the party of king James there, and 
Englijh fleet at St. Helen’s in 1690 


‘‘TheDr.tch fitted of 119 fail, of which 80 were of the line ; and though 
beat at the combined fleet did not exceed 56 of the line, they fought 
}ea. them off Beachy-Hcad. The fuperiority of the French gave 

them the advantage in the engagement; but both king Wil¬ 


li 


tarn 


_ and the Dutch accufed lord Forrington , the Englijh ad¬ 
miral, of not having done his duty, and of having abandoned 
the Dutch to their enemies. It is certain, that in this engage¬ 
ment three of their ftiips were funk, and thjy thcmfelves fet 

fire 
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fire lo three others, who were ftranded on the coaft of Suffix, 
befides lofing a 60 gun {hip next day. Their admirals were 
Evertzen , Callenberg and Vander Putten. Two of their rear 
admirals, Dick and Broke!, were killed, and the States Gene¬ 
ral, with a truly Roman fpirit, bellowed marks of honour on 
all their officers, who had behaved gallantly. King William, 
by this time, was yi&orious in Ireland, and at full liberty to 
gratify his favourite view of humbling France. He went over 
to the Hague, and there he prefided in one of the moll illu- 
flrious allemblies ever feen in Europe, compofed of powerful 
fovereign princes, who now formed the grand confederacy 
againft France. William made it no fecret, that he was refolved 
to employ all the force of his new acquired kingdoms, in that 
glorious caufe, as well as his own perfon and revenues. He 
animated the aflembly by his fpirited, yet rational exhorta¬ 
tions ; and the fettlement of the contingencies amounted to 
200,000 men, of whom the States were to furnilh 35,000. 

Leivis beheld the gathering ftorm with the utmoft compofure, 
becaufe he knew the confederates had no force in readinefs to 
oppofe him. He took Mans, which was deemed next to im¬ 
pregnable, in fight of William himfelf, who lay with his 
army inactive at Hall , and who foon after returned to Eng¬ 
land, as Lewis did to Paris. The latter inftigated the king of 
Denmark to feize the Dutch {hipping, becaufe they would not 
comply with his exorbitant demands of Sound-dutY \ but 
William ’s interpofition, and the Dutch preparations foon 
brought his Danijh majefty to reafon. 

In 1692, William received a frelh mortification, by the duke 1692. 
of Luxembourg taking Namur , and beating him at Steinkirk. g 
William was then in danger of beholding all his promifing an( ^ 
fchemes blown into the air, as the French were every day jy uU /y cj e- 
gaining ground in the Netherlands. Spain was weak and fpirit- p eat t ^ Q 
lefs ; the German princes, excepting the duke of Z ell, and the -p renc }j 
elector of Brandenburg , had failed in their engagements, be- at [ a 
ing unwilling to provoke Lewis ; and the emperor was em- u 0Vltem 
ployed againfi; the Turks and his proteftant fubje&s in Hun - * 

gary. England and Holland, connected by William’s authority, 
made prodigious efforts againfi: France , and it was now plain, 
that the ftrength and revenues of Great Britain , were to be 
appropriated to the fervice of the States General, under the 
fpecious pretext of refilling the power of France . Lewis , on 
the other hand, -knew what a vaft party king James Hill had 
in England, and that great numbers of William’s new fubjedls 
thought him too much of a Dutchman. Levfis had a fquadron, 
under his admiral, Tourvillc, at la Hogue, waiting to be joined 
by his Toulon fquadron, under d’Etrees. The Dutch fquadron 
was expected every day to join the Englijh, and Tourville had 
pofitive orders to fight the latter before the junction could.be 
formed. It was effected without the knowledge of Tourville, 
who attacked both fquadrons. The fight lalled for almoft 
three days, but ended in the ruin of the French fleet, who loft 

16 of 
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this engagement, and it is certain, that confidering the vaft 
fuperiority of ftrength the confederates had over the French 
fomething more decifive than the deftruftion of 16 (hips’ 
ought to have followed. The Englijh blamed the Dutch , but 
the latter rewarded their admiral’s behaviour, though far from 

itionable. It is, however, certain that the 


unexce 


French 


Hog 


from making a defeent upon England ', which might have 
been dangerous to her liberties, by reftoring the abdicated 
monarch. 

In the year 1693, France recovered her marine fo much 

.1 . i-r*' • f I 111. 1 
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Dutch 


lijh 


Tourville 



the Dutch navigation, and did great damage_„ iiu 

the Englijh , but without much advancing his mailer’s caufe. 
In Flanders , Luxembourg baffled all the defigns king William 
had formed upon Brabant , and covered Vi Her of s army, while 
he took Huy. He afterwards engaged William at Landen and 
beat him, with the lofs of 8000 men and 60 pieces of cannon, 
befides the furrender of Charleroy , which foon followed. 
King William was cenfured for fighting that battle, but he re¬ 
aired his fault by the admirable difpofitions he made after he 
oft it. . 

It is plain that the genius of Lewis , at this time, had the 
afeendent over that of William , though fuperior to him in 
capacity, application, courage, and almoft every qualification 
that enters into the compofition of a great prince; but the 
life of Lewis demonftrates the vaft advantages of defpotic 
government, which refts on a fingle principle in the operations 
of the field and cabinet. England , by becoming the capital 
member of the confederacy, endangered the liberties of 
Europe. The other confederates trufting to her wealth and 
riches, and the fpirit of her king, grew remifs and indolent, 
and never were awakened to danger till it was at their doors. 

T • /- t 1 r* /> « • /- 1 »r 


cence, than from all his other qualities. He 
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Swifs 


his fervice, to whom his fucceffes were 


greatly owing. The 
infraction of the neutrality which the cantons were obliged to 
obferve, and cut off all communication with them, which put 
them to fome inconveniences; but fo devoted were they to the 
fervice of France , that they refufed to withdraw their troops 
from the French armies, and the allies thought proper to re¬ 
move their interdiction of commerce. The disjoined ftate of 
the confederacy, at this time, required another congress 
which was held at Cologne , and minifters from the chief 
princes of the confederacy aflifted at it, but without any great 

effect, 
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effect. To prevalent, even in that affembly, were French in¬ 
trigues. Lewis had eftablifhed an intereft at the Porte , by VoLVIIL 
which, he rendered ineffectual all the endeavours of the p. 283. 
Dutch and Englijh to make peace between the German and The fea 
furkijb emperors. The allies endeavoured to be revenged by ports of 
the combined fleets of England and Holland bombarding St. France 
Maloe's , but without any confiderable effeCt, and in the win- bombard- 
ter of the year 1694, pacific thoughts began to take place, ed. 

The landed intereft of England complained of their being 
too deep in a war, from which, however fuccefsful, they 
could reap no benefit; and the French complained, that every 
viftory they gained added to their diftrefs, mifery and depo¬ 
pulation. 

Lewis was fenfible of this, and made the firft advances to Differ- 
peace, by offering the Dutch a fufficient barrier 3 that he ence s - m 
would demolifh Charleroy , reftore Mons and Namur to Spain , t j ie 
annexing Huy to the bifliopric of Liege , and referring all 5 

other difputed matters to arbiters. The Danijl) ambaffador 
undertook the office of mediation, and preffed the republic to 
accept of thofe terms; but they were haughtily rejected by 
king William^ whofe authority in the aflembly of the States 
was now almoft defpotic. France then ftrengthened her con¬ 
nexions with Sweden and Denmark , and the latter renewed 
her exorbitant demands of the Sound duties from the States . 

England and Holland refented this proceeding, by flopping and 
fearching all Sivedifb and Danijh (hips, bound to or from 
the French ports, and the Dutch made prize of 24 Danijh 
{hips in their own harbours, to indemnify themfelves for the 
feizure of their {hips, which had been made by his DaniJJt 
majefty. Efigland concurring with Holland in this refent- 
ment, the effect was, that the northern powers were intimi¬ 
dated into an accommodation, and the ftiips on both fides 
were releafed. The French were this year infulted on their 
coafts by the confederate fleets, who, however, did little that 
was anfwerable to their great force, but their obliging Lewis 
to fend a confiderable body of troops from the Netherlands to 
his maritime provinces. In other refpeds, the operations at 
fea were difgraceful to the Dutch. Du Bart , a French com- The 
modore, attacked, with a fleet of privateers, the Dutch ad- French 
miral de Vires^ who had under his convoy a rich merchant beat the 
fleet, between the Meufe and the L'exel ; and de Vires , not Dutch by 
being i'upported by his captains, loft the greateft part of his fea. 
convoy, after being beaten and taken prilbner. The States 
calhiered the captains, and received fome confolation by the 
news that Pondicherry , in the Eafl Indies , had furrendered to 
their governor-general of Batavia. 

The Dutch , before the end of the year, began to entertain Religious 
fome ridiculous religious deputations, but they were quieted difputes 
by the interpolations of the Stadtholdcr and the States General, revived in 
The year 1695 was glorious to king William , by the reduc- Holland. 
tion of Namur ; but we arc here to obferve, that the marfhal 

Luxembourg , 
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Luxembourg , whom we may pronounce to have been the la$ 
great military genius of France , was now dead, and was fucceed- 
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The French king, by way of revenge, ordered BruJJ'els to be 
bombarded ; but this was far from indemnifying him for the 
effect of the deftru&ive vifits which the Engltjh and Dutch 
i'quadrons paid to his coafts. The people of Holland how¬ 
ever, did not confider the damage they did to the French, as 

- i • r* • /- .i rt i ^ . r « 


indemnification 


war. They 
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expectations 
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of the French power, being reduced in one, or at moft two 
campaigns, and a tax upon burials impofed by the magiftrates 
of Amjlcrdam , put the populace there into a ferment. They 
threatened to fire the city, and they pillaged the houfe of 
Boreel , one of their moft refpe&able magiftrates. 


Sp 

and fired upon the 
infurgents, but he was fo roughly handled by them, that he 


an officer, got fome foldiers together. 


was 


In the morning, public notice was 
given, that the tax was abolifhed, and the moft confiderable 
Great tu* °f the citizens put themfelves under arms. The mob, inftead 


mult in 
Amfier- 
dam . 


Con fer- 

ences o- 
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and attacked the Jeivs, who, however unwarlike, armed 
themfelves and fought in defence of their vaft property, and 
being fupported by the burghers, the mob was not only re- 
pulfed, but a few wholcfome examples of leverity reftored 
the city to its ufual tranquillity. 

The adfive du Bart , about this time, felt in with a fleet of 
Dutch merchantmen homeward bound, from Li/bon , defeated 
pened at their convoy, and took 30 of their fliips ; but at the ap- 
jR vfwick, pearance of a fuperior Dutch force, he unloaded their cargoes, 

burnt their hulks, and made his efcape. Thofe and many 
other difeouragements, which the allies met with, in the 
courfe of the war, inclined them to peace, efpecially as they 
law the duke of Savoy deferring the grand alliance. The king 
of Sweden offered his mediation, and Collieres , the French 
plenipotentiary, in a conference he had with Dykeveldt , offer¬ 
ed all that the Imperia 

JVM 


William 


ilia and Nimeguen. Jt is well' known, 
w nfelf began now to be doubtful, as to 

the event of the war, and that his miniflcr, Benthick (after¬ 
wards earl of Portland) was inftru&ed privately to confer with 
the French marfhal Bouffiers , in the neighbourhood of Brunch , 

le conferences were opened at Ryjwick- 
ng adiufted, between thofe two great 
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During 


The preliminaries being adjufted, 
men, the peace was concluded, the lubit? 
reader will find in the hiftory of Germany. 
ferences at Ryjwick , the French carried on a kind ot priva¬ 
teering war with the Dutch from Dunkirk , nnd filled that har¬ 
bour with their captures- In the bay of Bifcay , a drench 
fquadron fell upon three Dutch men of war, commanded by 

admiral Wajfenaar , who convoyed a fleet of merchantmen, 

Wajfenaar , 
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Jfy(jenaar, after a gallant refiftance, was killed, and all the 
fhips he had in charge were taken, as well as the men of 
war. The peace ^>f Ryfivick continued to meet with diffi- 


The 


culties from the Frenc 


Ryfi 

icb £ 


Spanijh 


but after the 


Dutch had concluded their treaty of commerce with France , 
they were obliged to comply. 

Never was there a peace fo neceflary, and, at the fame where 
time, fo difgraceful to all parties as that of Ryfwick was. peace is 
They had defifted from fighting merely through reciprocal conclud- 
weaknefs, and they found they had carried on a long, bloody, e d. 
and expenfive war to no purpofe. : After the peace was fettled, rpj* 
William , who was feldom eafy but when he was in Holland , t - t j 01 f '*** 
returned thither, partly to avoid the affronts he daily met ” 1 
with from the houfe of commons, and partly to conclude the trea ** 
partition -treaty, of which the reader has already received an p 
account. This impolitic treaty being concluded, the * “ 
Dutch , for fome time, made no great figure in the affairs of 
Europe , and applied themfelves to the cultivation of their 


Europ 


commerce. 


America. The 


They were {till at war with the Spaniards 


King William per¬ 


ceived, that he had made a wrong ftep in concluding the par- 


Dutc 


npt 

r ¥i, 


Hag 


Thofe 


England , and Holland. The death of Death of 
1 iuft at the crifis of a new war, between kinrr iVii 


king f'Pilliatn happened juft at the crifis of a new war, between king 
the confederates and the French , who had proclaimed the pre- liavu 
tended prince of Wales , king of Great Britain. His influence 
{till remained in the afiembly of the States General , though its 
members were immeafurably dejefted at the news of his death. 
Queen Anne wrote them a letter, tending to confirm them in 
the meafures purfued by her predeceflor, and this revived 
them fo much that they entered into all the views of the grand 
alliance. To this they were greatly invigorated by the earl of 
Marlborough , whom fhe fent to concert with them the opera¬ 
tions of the fucceeding campaign. The French minifter, p 
Bane , afFe&ed to compliment the States General , as being * 2< 
now reftored to their freedom by king Williams death; but 
they refented his infolence, and war was declared againft 
France on the fame day at Vienna , London , and the Hague. 
When Lewis heard of this ftep taken by the Dutch , he ex- 
preffed himfclf, with a mixture of acrimony and contempt. 


20C. 


igainft their prefumption. 


Dutch 


men 


certain, that during the courfe of the war, they endeavoured 

it . ' . . H i i i i .i . .i r* /•/; 


all they could 


leffen their burden, and that the Englijh 


often complained of them on that account. In the beginning 
of January , 1703, they prefled queen Anne to augment her 
forces, to which her parliament agreed, upon condition that 
the States General fhould immediately prohibit all commerce 


Sf 


9 


This 

was 
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was a condition the more reafonable, as at this time the 
French king made moll of his remittances through the hands 
of Dutch merchants, who furniflied him with powder 
fhot, and materials of every kind for making war. The States 
were terribly difgufted at the prefcriptivc tone made ufe of 
by the Englijb on this occafion ; but they _ thought proper to 
comply, and the prohibition was accordingly iflued. We 
fnall not repeat to the reader the particulars of the war which 
followed, becaufe they are to be found in other parts of this 


wor 


Their general, old Auverq 


of Marlbo 


while he 


and co-operated with him and prince Eugene , in their moft 
glorious achievements. With regard to the conduct of the 
States General , what we have here to obferve, is, that the duke 
feemed to fucceed to the authority of king IVillidm in their 
affemblies j and their generals, through the whole courfe of 
the war, appeared to act in a perfect conformity to his fenti- 
A Minority ments. We are, however, not to ft retch this opinion too far; 


ments. Wean 
of the ^ for it is certain, that th 
duke of wife a man, and too gn 
Ma>-lbo- Jeaft difference with tl 
rou^h with too fond of continuing 
the States. 0 f their own frontier. 


w — 

that though the duk 


of Marlborough was too 


wife a man, and too great a politician, to appear to have 
leaft difference with the Dutch field deputies. vet thev \ 


the 


againft France to much greater 


though it might have 
i greater advantage in 


ey were 
account 


been pufhed 


Thi 


in other parts. 


ends gave out, that he had many 
Dutch deputies on that head. We 


Dutc , 


P. 227, 
and 230. 

1742. 
Afcen- 
dency of 


engagements during the courfe of the war, and threw the vaft 
expence of it upon the EngliJJ). The reader, in the hiftory of 
Germany , will fee in what manner the war was terminated, by 
the treaties of XJtrecbt and Rajladt. 

At the time the war broke out, concerning the fucceffion to 


the emperor Charles VI. the Dutch counfels 
verned bv the Lotivcflein fa 61 ion: and 


the French found means to engage in his intereft T 
iaHolland, ambaftador at the French court, a vain, 


cardinal Fleury 


ambaffador at the French court, a vain, weak, pedant, but 
who lulled his mafters into a fecurity, which had almoft 


proved fatal to Europe 
Britijl) miniftry in favc 


His prefumption, in writing to the 


reprimand from the States , but no other punifhment. Ail th 


Dutch 


tijh 


as to prevail upon them to act heartily againft the common 

enemy, till they faw almoft all Flanders , Brabant , and Ham- 

ault , fubdued by count Saxe. The Orange party, who were 

very numerous, and comprehended the bulk of the common 

people, clamoured for a Stadtholder \ but in the mean while, 

the allies were beat at Roucoux , Namur was taken, and the 

French were every where viftorious. Application was made 

by the States General to his Britannic majefty, and they ottered 

to 


French were every where victorious. 

by the States General to his Britannic 
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{6 exert their utmoft, juft as the French were prcpHiw to 
make a defcent upon Zealand , which muft have brought them 
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the Dutch 
He was 


javeu a noin me invanon, oy tne orders he ier 

inodore A lit. he! , and when the campaign opened, 
troops took j>oft near Breda , under prince tValdech. 
a young man, brave and well ihtentioned, but hampered by 
the field deputies, fo that he did nothing eftedlual, for prevent¬ 
ing SluySy Sas P'an Ghent, and many other places in Dutch 
Brabant , from falling into the hands of the French. Even 
Hulfl, though well provided for a defence* was fhamefully 
given up by its Dutch governor, and the demands of the 
people for a Stadtholder, in the perion of the prince of Grange, 
became now intradlable. The people of Zealand complained, p. 7 
that they had been betrayed by their government, and were * 
encouraged by the friends of that prince, who offered his Cer¬ 
vices to defend them, to nominate him on the 28th of April , 
captain-general and admiral of Zealand. Other dates and 
cities followed the example of the Zealanders , and on the zd 
of 

neral, inverted with the power and dignity of Staddiolder* etude a 
captain-general, and admiral of the United Provinces. His Stadthol 
advancement to this dignity was too late for him to be able der 


174 7 


the 



to ftop the rapid progrefs of the French'. ; hut the vigorous 
meafures he took, in a great meafure facilitated the peace of 
Aix-la-Chapclle in 1748. 1748. 

Though the prince had feen very little fcrvice in the field, p ,, •. 
yet he proved an adtive and able head of the republic. He had * ° 
great application, and had he lived, it is thought he would 
have reftored the republic of the United Provinces to its former 
luftre. He died in the year 1751, leaving a fon and daughter, 


who were both minors; the adminiftration of the 


Stack- in the per- 


fviiv# vvciu uuui iiiiiiui o y auuiiimti vyi uluul" X 4 i Ulu 

holderfliip, which had been rendered hereditary in his family, fon of the 
was committed to his widow, eldeft daughter of king George II. prince of 

TT. .1 • . r rr • . /• n r n ^ 


Dutch 


EngUfl. 


French , ungrateful 1 y 


refufed to lend the former the troops ftipulated by treaty. In 
fiiort, during the whole courfe of the war, they ftudied by all 

9 * w « , 7 l f r 


munition. 


h Namur and Maefl 


and artillery, of their army on the Rhine. 

OjlcTld and intn f nhnn/k’ 


x hey* 


to be put into the hands of the 
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ti'on to the reprefcntatic 
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attempts againft the EngUfl) upon thc_ coaft of Africa . and 
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Commer- Under pretence of being a neutral power, they carried on 
cial differ- the French trade through all ports of the world, but the 
cnees with Britijb government ifl'ued orders for their cruizers to make 
England . prize of all neutral (hips having French property on board. 

The order was punctually executed in Great Britain and the 
1758. Englijh Wejl Indies in 1758, and great number of Dutch (hips 

were condemned as lawful prizes. Their merchants complain¬ 
ed of this rigour, as being no better than piracy 5 but the 
Britijb miniftry very properly reprefented, that while the 
Dutch were at liberty to fupply their enemies with naval (lores, 
and to indemnify them for all the Ioffes they met with from 
Great Britain , it was impoflible for his Britannic majefty to 
carry on the war with any appearance of fuccefs. Thofe 
were confid^erations that had no weight with the Dutch 
merchants, 259 of whom fent in a memorial to the States 
General , complaining of the rapacioufnefs and cruelty of the 
Englijh (hips of war and privateers; each fubferiber offering 
his contingent towards entering upon offenfive meafures. 
The people of England were, at this time, fo thoroughly ex- 
afperated againft the Dutch , that they would willingly have 
entered into a war with their republic ; and it is hard to fay 
what the event might have been, had not the princefs go- 
vernante interpofed with wifdom and moderation. She ex¬ 
horted them to arm againft France , and the French faCtion 
among the States were intimidated by that of England , and 
Englijh the houfe of Orange . The Englijh were fo far from making 

claims any fatisfaCtion for the feizure of Dutch (hips, that it was in- 

upon the timated to the States General , that the behaviour of their 
Dutch. merchants, if authorized by their government, had forfeited 

all the claims of friendfhip which the Dutch had upon Eng¬ 
land in virtue of former treaties. The Dutch urged the (li- 
pulation of the treaty of 1668, “ That whatever (hall be 
“ found on board the (hips of the fubjeCts of the United 
11 Provinces , though the lading, or part thereof, may belong 
<£ to the enemies of Great Britain , (hall be free and unmo- 
cc lefted; except thofe be prohibited goods, which are to be 
“ ferved in the manner proferibed by the foregoing articles.” 
The Englijh very juftly ridiculed this plea, which they (aid 
contained an abfurdity, and therefore was void of itlelf, if 
urged in the fenfe of the Dutch They proved, that the fti- 
pulation could regard only the common caufe of trade, as 
carried on in time of peace, and they produced a fecret ar¬ 
ticle of the treaty of 167^ ftipulating, “ That neither of the 
“ contracting parties (hould give, nor confent that any. of 
“ their fubjeCts, and inhabitants, (hould give any aid, favour, 
“ or counfel, direCtly or indirectly, by land or fea, or on the 
“ frefh waters; nor (hould furnim, or permit the fubjeCts, or 
“ inhabitants of their refpcCtive territories, to furnifti any 
“ (hips, foldiers, feamen, victuals, monies, inftruments of 
war, to the enemies of either party, of any rank or con¬ 
dition foever.” This article had been fo palpably contra- 

1 vened. 
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vened, that it fuperfeded the obfervance of all prior flipula- 
tions, efpecially as the Dutch had pofitively refufed to far nifa 
the troops demanded by England in compliance with former 
treaties, under the frivolous pretence of their not being oblig¬ 
ed to enter into a quarrel that took its rife in America. The 
Englijh alledged, that the French never would fail to begin all 
their quarrels with Great Britain in America , and that it was 
notorious, they had attacked his Britannic majefly’s German 

dominions, only for the part he was a&ing in defending the 
liberties of Europe . 

The Englijh farther infifted, that giving the treaty of 1668 Difputcs 
all the force the Dutch defired, it never could juftify their in Hd~ 
carrying on a trade that was not praclifed in time of peace, land . 
when they were admitted to no commerce with either the 
French or Spanijh fettlements in America , and that it was in 
vain for the Englijh {hipping to diftrefs and block up the 
French ports there, if they" were rel ieved by the Dutch {hip¬ 
ping, carrying on their commerce on pretence of their being 
neutral bottoms. In (hort, the Britijh ambafiador declared, in 
plain terms, to the States General , that his mafter had given 
orders to his commanders and officers, to attack and make prize 
of French property wherever they could difcover it. All the 
unprejudiced part of Europe was convinced, by the reafoning 
of the Britijh miniftry, efpecially when they faw the tender- 
nefs with which the courts of admiralty, in England, pro¬ 
ceeded in cafes of their captures. The Dutch hill complained, 
that they ought to have had fome warning of their (hips being 
to be feized, and a deputation from their merchants waited 
upon the princefs of Orange , defiring her to agree to an 
augmentation of their navy for the prote&ion of their trade. 

The princefs promifed to employ her good offices at the court 
of Great Britain , and conferences without any effedf were 
opened at the Hague. Upon their breaking up, the clamour of 
the Dutch , for reprizals, grew more fierce and untra£table 
tha* ever. The princefs declared for an augmentation of 
their army, for the defence of the provinces of Gueldrcs and 
Overyjfel ', and to prevent the armies of either of the bellige¬ 
rent powers from taking refuge in the territories of the re¬ 
public. A frefti deputation of merchants waited upon her, 
and (he threw the blame upon the towns of Dari, Hacrlem , 
Amjlerdam , STorgau , Rotterdam , and the Brille , that their 
forces were notin a better condition both by fea and land*-' 

This artful conduct difconcerted the merchants among them- 
felves, and diverted their eagernefs for a rupture with Eng¬ 
land. The princefs continued to prels the augmentation both 
by fea and land, in the afiembly of the States General , and the 
warlike preparations then making in England , farther relaxed 
the ardour of the party. 

The States General communicated the fentiments of the 
princefs regent, in a letter to the provinces of Holland and 
Wejl Friejlandy in which they infifted upon an augmentation 

£ f % of 
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Tilethe republic’s forces both by fea and land, in order to pre- 

rJ vent the republic from becoming a prey to any of its neigh- 
refr.lve boUfs. Upon cooler thoughts, it was found expedient that 
on an inter, ft Ihould give way to neccfllty j but the death of the 
sugmen- princefs of Orange was an irreparable lofs to .the republic, as 
tatir-n to well as her own family. Before her death, which happened 
their on the ?2th of 'January , 1759, fhe fent two of her attendants 
foices. for two papers that fhe had ordered to be drawn up ; one was 

a contract of marria.e, which the figned, between her daugh¬ 
ter and the prince of NaJJau Jfoil burg ; and the other, a letter 
to the States General , wnich file figned likewife, defiring them 
to confent to the marriage, and not to make any change in 
the regulations fhe had made, with regard to the tutelage and 
education of the young prince her fon. By her will, fhe 
appointed the king her father, and her mother-in-law, the 


princefs-dovvager of Orange , to be honorary tutors, and prince 
Lewis of Brunfivic , to be adding tutor to h r r children. The 
ift'ue of her daughter, as the prince of NaJJau JVeilhurg was a 
Lutheran , was, by the contrail of marriage, to be educated in 
the eftablifned religion of Holland. 

During the illncfs of the princefs of Orange , the States of 
Holland had feveral times aflembied, and the day before her 
death, came to a refolution to lit out 25 fhips of war. The 
clay after her death., both the States General and the States of 
Holland , confirmed the regulations fire had made for her foil’s 

captain-general of the union 


and the oaths 


of 


The 


minority, 

were aclminiftercd to prince Lcivis of Brunfivic , who affifted 
in the aftcmhly of } Lolland ^ and likewise in that of the States 
General, who condoled with his Britannic majefty in very pa¬ 
thetic terms ; in fhort, they carried all the arrangements, made 
by the late princefs, into execution. The lofs of the princefs 
of Orange , was lenfibly felt by all true Dutch patriots. The 
refolution■; they had come to of augmenting their navy, was 

as an indirect: infuk upon their 


weaknefs c onfideiCvi 


l. TT 

ov 


f' 

1 I * c* 




. r.n. 

i j id f JHI!) 
• « 


of the 

Dut. b by 
fea. 


court, and every day fiuniflied out frefli examples of Dutch 
Blips being confiscated, notwithftunciing all their angry re- 
monftrances. When they came to fit out their navy, they 

do 


found liicmfeives unable io 


it, through 


/I 

iHC 


mUerabic 


condition in which their aricnals and dock-yards lay, and yet 
they continued to provoke the Etglijb. T he inhabitants of 
Alarthncr,. in a memorial prefented by the lieutenants of the 
levcral elfin fits c f that ifiand, to the general of the French 



declared, that they 


had been abandoned by every de¬ 
pendence but that upon the Dutch . In like manner, when the 
Briiijh troops made their deferent upon Guadaloupe , and had 
forced the inhabitants to retire to the mountains, the Dutch 
traders flopplied them with all kinds of ncccffarics and pro vi¬ 
le ns, to hold out againir the Englijh , till two Blips of war 
were ordered to intercept them. But the chief feene of the 

at this time againft the Englij Z>, lay in jthc 
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Eajl Indies , where matters took a very ferious 

turn. , . . . 

The vaft fuccelfes of the Englijh in Bengd , had been at- -heir ai 

tended with fuitable advantages in point of commerce in that tem P c a * 
rich country, where the Dutch formerly uled to give law. 

They had a itrong fort at Chinfura on the river of Bengal , and hiengal, 
they could not, without the deej; 
table contracts, which the EngliJ. 

petre trade, which had formerly belonged almoft entirely to 
themfelves. They had feen a monarch given by colonel Ciivc 
to Bengal , in the perfon of nabob Mhir Jqffier, They knew 
the treachery and ingratitude of the natives, and perhaps they 
more than fufpected that the new nabob was uneafy under his 
late obligations to the Eng/ijb , and would be glad of being 
fupported by the Dutch. Whatever may be in this, it feems 
certain, that the governor of Batavia adopted a plan for 
making his countrymen matters of the falt-petre trade in 
Bengal. No fooncr did he underttand that the Englijh fqua- 
dron had retired to the coaft of Malabar , than this governor 
equipped feven {hips, on board of which he put 500 European 
troops, 


a 


RuJJcl 


•yd 1 


Dutch ^arrifons in Bengal. 


1 




The armament touched at Nega- 
patam \ but in Ore ad of proceeding by the neareft courfe to the it 
fettlements they proceeded up the bay, and about the begin¬ 
ning of Oftcbcr they arrived in the river of Bengal. Colonel 
Clive was then at Calcutta , and as the intention of the Dutch 
admitted of no doubt, he obtained from the new nabob or 
fuba’n, an order to the Dutch director and council at Hugh ley ^ 
prohibiting the Dutch from advancing farther up the river. 
Only two of the Dutch fhips were yet arrived in the river, 
and colonel Clive very plainly intimated to their commodore, 
that he was no ftranger to their defign, and that he would op- 
pofe force by force, it he fhould otter to land any troops 
that were to proceed to Chmjura. T he commodore being as 
yet in no condition to force a landing, declared, that he did 
not intend to fend troops to Chinfura , bur obtained leave to 
put fome afhore for refreshment provided they did not ad¬ 


vance. 

No fooncr did the reft of the Dutch armament arrive m the in winch 
river, than he feized ail the Englijh fhips he could matter, difem- they are 
barked his troops in the neighbourhood of Eannab-Fort , fiom defeated 
whence they proceeded towards Chi ajar a . When the Calcutta by the 
India man, commanded by captain TPiljun^ fell down the river, hagi'jo, 
in her voyage to nglandy the Dutch commodore, without 
any ceremony, threatened to link him if he palled him. Upon, 
which, I Vi Ifon returned to Calcutta , where two other India 
(hips lay at anchor, to confult colonel Clive. 
immediately refolvcd on an engagement, for which the 
three EngliJ}1 (hips prepared themfelves, and falling uoyvn the 
river, they found the Dutch ready to receive them. 
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their {hips were mounted with 36 guns each; three with 2 6 
guns, and one with 16. Captain Forejier, in the duke of 
Dorfet Indiaman , began the engagement by exchanging a 
broadfide with the enemy, but a dead calm prevented the two 
other EngUJk fhips from coming up to his aififtance • fo that 
for fome time he bore the fire of all the Dutch feven. A breeze 
fpringing up, the Hardwicke , another Englijh Eajl Indiaman , 
and the Calcutta advanced, and a fmart engagement enfued, 
till two of the Dutch fhips bore away, and a third was driven 
aftiore, while their commodore, and three others, {truck to 
captain Wilfon. 

with con- This engagement, though it did not coft the Englijh a man, 
fiderable was c f t h e utmoft importance to their eftablifhmcnt, if not 
{laughter, theif exiitence, in Bengal. Had the Dutch obtained the vidtory, 

the nabob and his barbarous fubjedts, who are always deter¬ 
mined by events, would moft undoubtedly have attached 
themfelves to the Dutch , to obtain a mitigation of the terms 
jmpofed upon them by the Englijh. Captain Wilfon found 
that the Englijh artillery had done confiderable execution in 
the enemy’s mips, of which he immediately took pofleifion 
and fent the crews prifoners to Calcutta. Before the engage¬ 
ment, the Dutch had landed no fewer than iioo men, who 
were in full march to Chinfura , where colonel Clive fent 
colonel Ford with about 500 men, to take poft at a place 
called the French Gardens to intercept them. When Ford 
entered the town of Chandamgorc y he was obliged to fight 
and defeat a detachment from Chinfura , which had been fent 
to receive their countrymen, whom, on the 25th of November , 
he found ready to give him battle, in a plain near Chinfura , 
A fharp engagement accordingly followed, in which the 
Dutch were entirely defeated, and all who efcaped the fword 
were fent prifoners to colonel Clive. 

The vin- Having reprefented this affair in the light moft favourable 
dication for the Englijh , it is but juft that we fliould attend to the de- 
otfered by fence made by the Dutch j but we muft inform our readers, 
the Dutch, that we have in our narrative omitted many immaterial cir- 

cumftances. The Dutch acknowledged their having {hipped 
troops at Batavia , in June 1759, and infilled upon their gor 
vernor of Batavia having a right, without giving any juft um¬ 
brage to the Englijh^ to fend troops to their garrifons and 
fettlements at Bengal , where they had fuffered fome infults on 
account of their weaknefs in that province. They denied that 
their troops were deftined againft the Englijh , and appealed to 
their having touched at Negapatam. They denied that the 
Englijh had any right to ftop and vifit their veflels, and they 
juftified their officers having oppofed them by force. They 
maintained the right they had to march their troops to Chin- 
Jura , and that, therefore, colonel Ford was unjuftifiable in 
attacking them and cutting them to pieces. To confirm this 
defence, they pretended, that they had been invited by the 

nabob to join him againft the Englijh. which they, had always 

fefufed 
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refufed to do, though greatly to their own detriment. To 
prove the Ganges , or as is called the river of Bengal, to be a 
neutral river, they faid that it runs through a country where 
no European can claim any right, but through the Great 
Mogul. That the Englijh never had obtained any right from 
him of flopping their fhips; but that, on the contrary, the 
Dutch Eajl India company has, from time immemorial, by 
virtue of grants from the mogul, the right of free naviga¬ 
tion and pafiage, and of carrying up and down men and goods 
to and from their frontiers in Bengal. They alledged, that 
they had always exercifed that right, and they faid, that the 
nabob, being an officer fubordinate to the Great Mogul, had 
no right to countermand what he had done. They faid, that 
one European nation cannot be juftified in falling upon an¬ 
other, in an hoftile manner, by any alliance oftenftve and 
defenfive with a native prince; becaufe this may terminate in 
the total ruin of all foreign fettlements; and, with refpeit to 
England and Holland , is totally inconfiftent with treaties 
fubfifting between the two States, which exprefsly and par¬ 
ticularly ftipulate, that neither company mall do violence 
or wrong to the other; nor aid, counfel, or fuffer any fuch 
violence, under any fhow or pretext whatfoever. 

They pretended, that it was a tendernefs for thofe treaties. Their 
which prevented their accepting the nabob’s offers, and con- corn- 
tended, that it was unjuft for the Englijh to make ufe of their plaints a- 
influence over Jajfier, for engroffing the falt-petre trade, and gainft the 
pleaded a grant from the Great Mogul, which they obtained Enalijk. 
at a large expence, for purchafing that commodity. The 
Englijh having alledged, that the Dutch company had admitted 
the nabob’s right of granting that trade exclufively, by a peti¬ 
tion which they prelented to the late nabob, for engroffing 
that trade to themfelves, and that he had actually granted fuch 
a privilege to Choja Wazid ; the Dutch replied, that their pe¬ 
tition was intended only to reprefent to the nabob, the pre¬ 
judice which his grant to Choja Wazid would be to them, and 
to procure only the liberty, according to the {landing cuftom 
of making the neceffary purchafes, immediately of the falt- 
petre boilers, without the intervention of others; nor was 
there one Tingle word in that petition from which it could be 
inferred, that the Dutch had a defign to ingrofs the trade, and 
exclude the Englijh. And as to the grant to Choja Wazid, it 
was given in violation of the mogul’s grants; and therefore, 
as it was without authority, it cannot be made a precedent. 

The Dutch complained farther of the arbitrary proceedings of 
the Englijh, who, when any Indian weaver undertook to 
fabricate a piece of callico, for any other nation but the Eng¬ 
lijh, cut the work out of the loom, and threatened them fe- 
verely, if they fhould dare to work for the Dutch. Several 
other fubj eels of complaint were added upon this occafion, par¬ 
ticularly the feizing a crab, called the Charlotte, by admiral 
Pocock, in 1757, which, with its lading, was condemned. 


Ff 4 


upon 
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upon pretence, that the commander was a fubjeft of Franc ?, 

though the fhip was hired by fome of the company’s fervants 
at Surety who loaded her with cotton on their own private 
account, and was the property of one Benjaans , a merchant; 
the commander alio, though a native of France , had been ad¬ 
mitted as a freeman by the director and council of the Dutch 
company at Surat, and had taken the oaths of fidelity to the 
States and company. 

The Dutch had even the meannefs to place to the account 


of the EnAijb, a imall {hip called th 


Anne, which ft ruck 


upon one of the bars of the Ganges, and was loft, with fome 
of her crew. Ail thofe grievances, and fome that we have 
not mentioned, were by the Dutch Eajt India company di- 
gefted into the form of a memorial, and prefented to the 
afiembiy of the States General, with the moft bitter complaints 
upon the infolence of the Englijh, and predicting the ruin 
of the Dutch trace, not only in Bengal, but in other parts of 


the world. 

Candid As the Englijh, at this time, were by no means inclined to 
refutation continue the war, and far Id's to begin a new one with the 
of all their Dutch, they would have given great attention to this reply, 

had it net been for the virulence with which it was loaded, and 
incuts. jts being deftitute of all kind of evidence. It appeared from 

unqueltionable authority, that the armament fitted out at 
Batavia, was directly intended againft the Englijh in Bengal ; 
that their troops were difembarked at Coromandel only for a 
blind, bee a ufo all of them had been reimbarked, and the 
Dutch commanding officer, when a prifoner, confefled, that 
when he came to Negapatam, he found orders from Batavia, 


arou- 

‘ o 

merits. 


to go to 


Bemud. 


The Dutch, as appeared from the confcf- 


uon of M'hir himfelf, had long put him in mind, that 

Ire was no better than a cypher, and that he muft depend upon 


them for freeing him from his tutelage j and thofe infinua- 
tions had fuch an effect upon him, that both he and his fon 
had actually connived at the Dutch invading Bengal, and had 
not colonel Clive, in the mean while, repelled Shah Zaddah, 
who pretended to dethene 'Jojjfier , they undoubtedly would have 
joined them $ but, the Englijh , being then in every refpe<ft 
their mallets, they durft not. When the Dutch found the 
nabob’s hackwardncfs, they upbraided him for his breach of 
promife, in having prevailed with them to equip their ar¬ 
mament, and reprefented to him, that all his infignificancy 


r\ Ar; * 
Imvia 


T 

1 h C 


to 

AY 


the 


was owing to the avarice and ambition of his and their 
enemies, the Erg’jh. The letters containing thofe expref- 
fions. were printed, and it was proved, by the moft indifput- 
::ble authoritv. tiuit the Dutch fet out upon their expedi- 


able authority, mat tac Dutch fet c 
tion, in which, from the ftrength of 


t upon their expedi- 
their armament, they 


thought they could not mils of fuccefs, with a declared in¬ 
tention of not leaving one Englijhman alive in Bengal . 

It appeared that the Dutch armament, in proceeding to 

Bengal, had ftrengthened itfelf at Ceylon. While they were 
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uoon their voyage, they did aL they could to ingratiate them- from their 
{elves with the nabob, and to form a kind of an alliance with own pro- 
the French , who were left in the country, under one M. ceedings 
Courtin , to a £1 againft their common enemy the Englifb , and 
they actually joined the Dutch fettlement at 'Chinfura. While 
this was doing, (faid the EngUJh in their own vindication 
againft the Dutch charge) feme of the council of Chinfura 
were employed in pelleting the government of Calcutta with 
unintelligible. remonftrances, tending merely to embarrafs 
them, and divert their attention from the danger which 


threatened their lives, the 


if 1 


tually bufied in gaining; intelligence of the ftate of our works, 
debauching and tempting our 1‘oldicrs to defert, and forming 
plans of attack. This appears from fome papers found in 
a pocket book of the Dutch commanding officer on the field 
of battle ; among which is a plan for a ftorrn; an offer of 
fervice in the intended expedition, though avowed by the 
Dutch to be chiefly intended for Coromandel; apian for the 
attack of Calcutta ; reflations of a council of war for attack¬ 


ing 


flhii 


clearing the fliore, and difembarking the 


Olir AAXIf'O} 

troops, afligning to each fhip its fituation and employment. 
Thus does it appear, contrary to their exprefs affirmation, 
that the fubfequent hoftilities were not accidental or invo¬ 
luntary, but the confcquence of previous refolution. 

i • t • 1 1 « « a r\ 


With regard to that part, wli 
the charge againft the EngUJh 



of 

flop and 
a neutral river, 
war between Er*. 
flop and fearch t! 
fliip, even on th 

which the French fo lately had fettlsments, and where they 

With regard to the right which the 
Dutch pretended of their introducing troops in Bengal , the 

treated this pretence with the greateft contempt, as 

« « i 1 i* /• 1 . .-4 • 1 1 • 1 


proofs 
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liigh feas, and far more in a river upon 


were frill unfubdued. 
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the mogul could never be fuppofed to grant them rights which 
were incompatible with his own, as fovereign of the country. 


Dutch 


lijl. 
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and if they are inclined to difpute it, we call upon th 
produce copies of Inch grant, which they ought to hav< 


them to 
e done 


to fupport their charge, if ; 
therefore, had not a right 


if any ftich they had. If the D 


to brine troops 


to Bengal inde- 



his termiffh 
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bring their armament thither, and excufed their coming thither 

when he had forbidden them, by pretending they were forced 

by ftrefs of weather, with promises to depart as foon as they 

could $ but in a petition to him, dated OSfobcr 24, 17595 they 

lay. 
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fay, “ As it is poflible we may have fome difputes, we have 
“ fent for forces ; in this affair his excellency is lord of the 
“ country , we wait his pleajure .** 

Their en- The Dutch mentioned no injury that had been done them 
deavour- by the nabob, whofe allies the Englijh were, and therefore 
ing to mo- their invading his dominions againft his exprefs orders, was a 
nopolize good reafon for the Englijh to affift him. The Dutch , in this 
the Bengal cafe, pretended that the treaties between England and Holland. 
trade. - did not admit of the fubje&s of either nation indifcriminately 

aflifting the nabob againft the other. But this was the very re- 
verfe of the doclrine they held when, as auxiliaries to the king 
of Bantam, they deftroyed an Englijh factory there, merely by 
the authority of that prince’s orders, for the j uftice of which 
they pretended they were not accountable. As to the charge 
brought, that the Englijh had made ufe of their influence 
with the nabob to the prejudice of the Dutch and their trade; 
the fa£l was fo far otherwife, that when the nabob’s fon, by 
his father’s orders, was marching to root them out of Chin- 
Jura , colonel Clive interpofed fo ftrenuoufly in their favour, 
that all their prifoners were releafed, and they obtained a 
treaty, by which they were permitted to carry on their trade 
as formerly. The complaints of the Englijh having ingroffed 
the faltpetre trade, appeared to be entirely groundlefs, as the 
nabob had a right to farm it to whom he plcafed, and the 
Dutch had never failed to take the like and much greater ad¬ 
vantages over the Englijh as often as any opportunity pre- 
fented itfelf. It appeared farther, that the Dutch had folicit- 
ed for themfelves, not only the very farm in queftion, but a 
monopoly of opium, which never had been farmed, and which 
they offered not to farm, but to purchafe, that they might be¬ 
come the foie proprietors of that commodity. The Englijh 
had been offered the farm of opium as well as that of fait- 
petre, but they rejected it, becaufe of the vafl Iofs it muft have 
occafiGmed to the Dutch. 

Charge of the Englijh havi 

and having deltroye 

J _^^,inrilc^LS-JS 


* interrupted, the r>uub 

the work in thq r 


V. 
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jbmetimes difputed and fometimes extinguifhed. The prao 
tice of the two nations therefore upon former fimilar occa- 
fions, is all that can be appealed to, and the all ingroffing 
exclufive rights of the Dutch , whenever they could obtain a 
fuperiority in Jfia, fet no favourable example to the Englijh 
in the like cafe. After colonel Ford's victory, the Dutch fac¬ 
tory at Chinfura were overwhelmed with confternation on 
their receiving news they fo little expedted, and immediately 
they fet on foot a negociation. The Englijh demanded fatis- 
faftion for the infults that had been offered to the Britijh 
flag, and the detention of their veffels, with other hoftilitics 
committed in breach of treaties, and that the company at 
Chinfura fhould repair all damages of whatever kind, whether 
they happened by their orders or not. The Chinjura com¬ 
pany pretended to be aftedled with the deepeft concern at the 
paft hoftilities, which, they faid, had been committed on the 
part of the Dutch inadvertently, and without their knowledge 
or order. 

After this, the Dutch gave in a paper of demands, which Demands 
chiefly related to the nabob. That prince was ftill at the head of the 
of an army in the field, and had exprefi'ed the moft violent re- Dutch. 
Jcntment againft the Dutch at Chinfura , whom he threatened 
to exterminate without any affiftance from the Englifh. This 
gave the Chinfura company terrible uneafinefs, and their firft 
demand was, that the Englijh fhould prevail upon the nabob 
either to return or to remain quiet in his camp, and that he 
fhould confirm whatever agreement fhould be made between 
the two companies. Their fecond demand was conceived in 
the following terms: “ That what has paffed, during the 
“ troubles which have now ceafed, fhall be mutually forgot, 

“ and an aflurance given of a perfect friendfhip, fidelity, and 
“ correfpondence, being kept up between the two nations by 
“ their refpedtive chiefs, without permitting any hoftility on 

one fide or the other, on any pretence whatfoever; that 
« each fhall do his utmoft to preferve this good intelligence $ 

“ andjQ;^^ribute| as^far asgoflibie, to the gq od of both. 
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upon pretence, that the commander was a fubjedt of France 

though the fiiin was hired bv fome of the company’s fervants 


at Surat , who loaded her with cotton on their own private 
account, and was the property of one Benjaans, a merchant * 
the commander alfo, though a native of France , had been ad¬ 
mitted a freeman by the director and council of the Dutch 
company at Surat , and had taken the oaths of fidelity to the 
States and company. 

The Dutch had even the meannefs to place to the account 

of the Englijh. a fmall fhip called th 


inne, 


which ftruck 

upon one of the bars of the Ganges , and was loft, with fome 
of her crew. Ail thole grievances, and fome that we have 
not mentioned, were by the Dutch Eajl India company di- 
j'-efted into the form of a memorial, and prefented to the 


fierably of the States General , with the moft bitter complaints 
upon the infolcncc of the Etiglijh , and predicting the ruin 
of the Dutch trace, not only in Bengal ', but in other parts ; of- 
the world. 

Candid As the Englijh , at this time, were by no means inclined to 
refutation comic,a" the war, and far Id's to begin a new one with the 


of all their Dutch, they would have given great attention to this reply, 

had it net been for the virulence with which it was loaded, and 


arou- 

* o 


mems. its being d.Uiitute of all kind of evidence. It appeared from 

unqueftionable authority, that the armament fitted out at 
Batavia, was directly intended againft the Engli/tb in Bengal j 
that their troop? were difembarked at Coromandel only for a 
blind, becaufe all of them had been reimbarked, and the 
Dutch commanding officer, when a prifoner, con felled, that 
when he came to its gap at am , he found orders from Batavia , 
to go to Bengal. The Dutch , as appeared from the confef- 


n 
* 


on of Mhir Jaffier himfelf, had long put him in mind, that 
h.e was no betier than a cypher, and that he mull depend upon 
them for freeing him from his tutelage j and thole infinua- 
lions had Inch an eiFecl upon him, that both he and his fon 


had actually connived at the Dutch invading Bengal , and had 


not colonel Clive, in the mean while, repelled Shah Zaddeth , 
who pretended to dethone Jaffier , they undoubtedly would have 
joined them \ but, the Englijh , being then in every refpeft 
their mailers, they durft not. When the Dutch found the 
nabob’s backwardness they upbraided him for his breach of 
promife, in having prevailed with them to equip their ar¬ 
mament, and reprefented to him, that all his iniignificancy 
was owing to the avarice and ambition of his and their 


enemies, tr.e Errefb, The letters containing thofe expref- 
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ic ns. were piiiited, and it was prov ed, by the moft indifput- 
::ble authority, tint the Dutch fet out upon their expedi¬ 
tion, in which, from the ftrength of their armament, they 
thought they could not mils of fuccefs, with a declared in¬ 
tention of not leaving one EngUjkman alive in Bengal. 

It appeared that the Dutch armament, in proceeding to 

Bengal^ had ft lengthened itfelf at Ceylon. While they were 

upon 
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unon their voyage, they did all they could to ingratiate them- from their 
felves with the nabob, and to form a kind of an alliance with own pro- 
the French , who were left in the country, under one M. ceedings 
Court in ■, to a Qc againft their common enemy the Englijh , and 

.1_Xr.,o1Ur tAtnprl V) // i r A of 


a 


gainft 


nfi 


were employed in peftcring the government of Calcutta with 
unintelligible rem on Frances, tending merely to embarrafs 
them, and divert their attention from the danger which 


threatened their lives, the 


if 1 . 


tually bufted in gaining intelligence of the ftate of our works, 
debauching and tempting our foldicrs to defert, and forming 
plans of attack. This appears from fome papers found in 
a pocket book of the Dutch commanding officer on the field 
of battl .. " ~ 


n • 
u * 


among which is a plan for a ftorm; an offer of 
fervice in the intended expedition, though avowed by the 
Dutch to be chiefly intended for Coromandel ; apian for the 
attack of Calcutta ; refolutions of a council of war for attack¬ 


ing 


troops 


our ihips, clearing the fliore, and difembarking the 
affigning to each {hip its fituation and employment. 


Thus does it appear, contrary to their exprefs affirmation, 
that the fubfequent hoftilities were not accidental or invo¬ 
luntary, but the confcquence of previous refolution. 

With regard to that part, which indeed was the hcavieft andincon 


a neutral river. 


I the Englijh 
Dutch fhins 


v , tjh replied, that during a declared 
war between England and France , the Englijh have a right to 
flop and fearch the vcffels of the Dutch , or any other neutral 
{hip, even on the high Teas, and far more in a river upon 
which \he French fo lately had fettlements, and where they 
were {Till unfubdued. With regard to the right which the 
Dutch pretended of their introducing troops in Bengal , the 
Englijh treated this pretence with the greateft contempt, as 
the mogul could never be fuppofed to grant them rights which 
were incompatible with his own, as fovereign of the country. 
We therefore, laid the Englijh, notwithftanding the pretences 
of the Dutch , deny that any fuch does, or ever did, exift; 
and if they are inclined to difpute it, we call upon them to 
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produce copies of fuch grant, which they oughtto haye done 
to fupport their charge, if any fuch they had. 
therefore, had not a right to bring troops 


D 


. w w . to Bengal inde¬ 

pendent of the will of the nabob, it follows, that he had a 

right to oppofe it j and, indeed, that he had fuch right is ex- 
prefsly allowed by the Dutch themfelves, notwithftanding 
tneir pretended grant, for they not only /elicited his per miJJion to 
bring their armament thither, andexcufed their coming thither 
when he had forhidd en them, by pretending they were forced 


dated 


fay, 
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may have Tome difputes, we have 


u 


fent for forces; in this affair bis excellency is lord of 


country 


wait his pit 



Their 


The Dutch mentioned no injury 


deavour- by the nabob, whofe allies the EngUJh were, and therefore 
in? to mo- their invading his dominions againft his exprefs orders, was a 
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nopolize 
the JB 
trade 


EngUJh to affift 


did 


The Dutch , 
England and Holland 
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ie nabob againft the other. But this was the very re- 
verfe of the doctrine they held when, as auxiliaries to the king 
of Bantam , they deftroyedan EngUJh factory there, merely by 
the authority of that prince’s orders, for thejufticeof which 
they pretended they were not accountable. As to the charge 


brought. 


■s 


Ufh had made ufe of their influence 

Dutch and their trade: 


the fadfc was fo far otherwife, that when the nabob’s fon, by 
his father’s orders, was marching to root them out of Chin - 


/> 


ftrenuoufly in their favour, 


that all their prifoners were releafed, and they obtained a 
treaty, by which they were permitted to carry on their trade 
as formerly. The complaints of the EngUJh having ingroffed 
the faltpetre trade, appeared to be entirely groundlefs, as the 
nabob had a right to farm it to whom he plcafed, and the 
Dutch had never failed to take the like and much greater ad- 


fented itfelf. It 


EngUJh 


which never had been farmed 


Dutch had folicit 
queftion, but \ 


they offered not to farm, but to pur chafe, that they might be¬ 
come the foie proprietors of that commodity. The EngUJh 


farm 


petre, but they rejedted it, becaufe of the vaft lofs it muft have 
occafioned to the Dutch. 

_ he charge of the EngUJh having interrupted the Dutch 
callico trade, and having deftroyed the work in their looms, 
appeared to be entirely groundlefs with regard to the Englijh , 
and owing to fome irregular pradtices of the moor merchants 
in the country. The Dutch brought a few more charges 
againft the Englijh EaJl-India company’s fervants in Bengal , 
but they were either too frivolous in themfelves to be taken 
notice of, or they related to private perfons, for whofe addons 
the company could not be anfwerable. 

Vindica^ We have been the more explicit in ftating this controverfy 


lip 


____utmoft _ 

derftanding between the two nations in the Eajl-Indies. The 
truth is, neither the law of nations, nor particular treaties 
between the two people, are fufficient to found any regular 
fyftem, either of friendfhip or enmity, in a country were a.- 
moft all accefs to the fovereign power is cut off, and wher 

fuch an object often does not exift j the poffelHon of it hem 
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jbmetimes difputed and fometimes extinguilhed. The prao* 
tice of the two nations therefore upon former fimilar occa- 
fions, is all that can be appealed to, and the all ingroffing 
exclufive rights of the Dutch , whenever they could obtain a 
fuperiority in 4fi a -> f et no favourable example to the Englijh 
jn the like cafe. After colonel Ford’s victory, the Dutch fac- 
tory at Chinjura were overwhelmed with confternation on 
their receiving news they fo little expedted, and immediately 
they fet on foot a negotiation. The Englijh demanded fatis- 
faftion for the infults that had been offered to the Britijh 
flag, and the detention of their veffels, with other hoftilities 
committed in breach of treaties, and that the company at 
Chinjura fhould repair all damages of whatever kind, whether 
they happened by their orders or not. The Chinjura com¬ 
pany pretended to be affedled with the deepeft concern at the 
paft hoftilities, which, they faid, had been committed on the 
part of the Dutch inadvertently, and without their knowledge 
or order. 

After this, the Dutch gave in a paper of demands, which Demands 
chiefly related to the nabob. That prince was flill at the head of the 
of an army in the field, and had exprefied the moft violent re- Dutch. 
icntnient againft the Dutch at Chinjura , whom he threatened 
to exterminate without any afliftance from the Englijh. This 
gave the Chinjura company terrible uneafinefs, and their firft 
demand was, that the Englijh fhould prevail upon the nabob 
cither to return or to remain quiet in his camp, and that he 
fhould confirm whatever agreement fhould be made between 
the two companies. Their fecond demand was conceived in 
the following terms: “ That what has palled, during the 
“ troubles which have now ceafed, fhall be mutually forgot, 

“ and an affurance given of a perfedf friendlhip, fidelity, and 
“ correfpondence, being kept up between the two nations by 
“ their refpedtive chiefs, without permitting any hoftility on 
“ one fide or the other, on any pretence whatfoever; that 
“ each fhall do his utmoft to preferve this good intelligence 5 
11 and to contribute, as far as poffible, to the gqod of both, 

“ without affifting, diredtly or indiredtly, thofe Whowould pre-? 

11 judice either.” The next article demanded a releafe of their 
captives, who they faid, were not to be confidered as prifoners 
of war j the fourth article required that they fhould be left in 
free poffefiion of their fettlemepts, commerce, fights and 
privileges, and the fame demand ran through the fifth article. 

It muft be acknowledged, that the Englijh , through the The na~ 
whole of this affair, acted with a circumfpettion that bordered bob is di- 
upon craft. They had defired the nabob to confider the at- r e£ted by 
tack made by the Dutch as an attempt made upon them alonte, t he £»- 
and the nabob had accordingly remained inactive during colo- glijh. 
pel Fond’s battle; but they leem now tohave confidered them- 
felves as the allies of the nabob, and him as the fovereign of 
the country, and the difpofer of peace and war. In anfwer 
tP tfie firft demand, of the ffhinjiira company, they fai 
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They Ihould ufe their utmoft endeavours to prevail upon 
the nabob to withdraw his arms as form as the Dutch Go¬ 
vernment Ihould fulfil his orders, but that he had no con¬ 
cern in the particular differences between the Dutch and the 
EngUjhE 'They approved of the fecond article fo far as it 
was confident with the alliance between them and the nabob 
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to them but to the nabob, and that they were ready, as 

as they had finiihed their treaty, to deliver up all of 
but thcfe who were willing to enter into the En?iijh 
fervrcc.” They denied that they ever had interrupted the 
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they were ready to deliver up all the Dutch flapping they 
had as foon as their demands were complied with, or that 
they received afiurance thereof from the director and coun- 
“ cil of IluD.'/cyD As the differences now between the two 
companies could not be hunky compromifcd without a pre¬ 
vious treaty between the Dutch and the nabob, a negotia¬ 
tion was fet on foot for that purpofe on the 5th ol December, 

1 7 f 9 • 

The demands of the Dutch upon the nabob in genera), 


turned upon the Dutch commerce being ref to red to the fame 
footing as in former times, which was granted with an ex¬ 
ception to the article of faitpetre, and then a treaty was con¬ 
cluded between than and the nabob. J)y this treaty, which 


D 


•op cans 


jn the late invafion, and they engaged 1 o bring no more armed 
force? into the country of ih;;fe/, nor ever make war in the 
country, nor to eredi any fortifications, nor make any mili¬ 
tary preparations ; or to entertain more than 12$ European 
folcliers in all their factories within trie three provinces. Laftly, 
they promifed, if they met with any ob ft ructions, disputes. 


or opprefiions, to apply to the nabob of the province, fliofe 
terms being fettled, all differences feemed to be compromifcd 
between t he Dutch and lire Enriijh. About ?co Dutch pri- 
foners entered into the fcrvice of Great Britain, and the reft 
embarked for Batavia in fhips which were reftored them upon 
the conclufson of the treaties. 


Fhe internal troubles of Bengal {till continued, and the 
Dutch were too much galled by the late treaties they had con¬ 
cluded not to endeavour to profit by them. A pretended foil 
of the late nabob was then in arms againfi the nabob of Bcr.- 

raL and leme cf the Di-:tcl\ had, it feenis, lent him a letter, 
^ / * — 

promifrng him affittance. This letter was intercepted, or pre¬ 
tended to be intercepted, by the Englijh, who put it into the 
hands cf the nabob ; and on the rithof February one of his 
generals appeared with an army before the walls of the Dijiw 
fort Auvvjxus. Alter inveffing the town, and cutting oft <dr 
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: M communications with the neighbourhood, he demanded 
th-t all the out-works fhou'id be razed, and that the Dutch 
fbouid pay 50,200 florins by way of penalty, which they were 
oMitretl to comply with. In the following April the nabob 


_ ... the Dutch radiory at Gsljemhuzar entertained 

greater number of troops than they were allowed by the 
hie peaty, and that they intended to employ them in afiifting 
his enemies, and therefore, in the true mercenaryftile, hede- 
manded from them a contribution of half r. million fterling. 


The Dutch lerenuoufly denied the charge, but this was fo far 
from fatisfvin? the nabob, that their chief being ill, he put 


their feconti in command under arreff, and, invefting their fac- • 

to y he planted ii pieces of cannon before it. the Dutch 

endeavoured all they could to deprecate the nabob’s wrath, 

the 


by pay in: 


or remitting 


him aoa.ooo/. and 


dncharging 


troops they had taken into pay 


: 'K . 
l il ! . 


nabob, however, ftill 


continued the 


blockade 


of the fort, and intimated that he 


could not wife it without the cor.lent of the Engli/h. The 
latter, on their part, all edged, that they had undoubted proofs 
or'the Dutch being in the intereff of their enemies, and the 
nabob’s general, Co/Jim Gann , continued the blockade till com- 
miflioners could be lent co Calcutta , to terminate all differen¬ 
ces with the Eng lift). 

From this management it appears fufficiently plain, what- The En- 
ever the Evfujh may ;.-retend, that the nabob was entirely un- UJb at Cal 
dcr thiir (hWiLnl a,.d that the real difference lay between C utta in- 

them an 
a letter 
tiling hi 
mantis. 



ana 


to fubmit to whatever 


they were net in a condition to refill; 
unaeceflary to mention 


he fhould 


require, as 
that it was 

the difagreeabie part which the En- 



tiiih would 


M n 

6 U J 

Duid 


be 


neceffitnted to take 


in the differences of the 


*■*) V. T i l i 1 the moors, and how ardently they wifhed to act 

V 


as mediators. Two deputies 



rr to Calcutta on the 29th of May, and 


from Caffe 
' obliged to 
imong other fti- 


• ’rr- r.-» 
yt 


agree to a very extraordinary treaty, which, among otii 
filiations, contains, that the Dutch fhould, whenever tl 

1 * M"* ft M . A ^ « t ^ 


me na¬ 


bob fhouid require it, permit one of his officers, accompanied 
by one of die En.glijh , to mailer and viflt their troops and mili¬ 
tary fores at all their factories, cr take fuch other method as 
fhould be agreed upon to allure the governor and council of 

ri ... O 1 . _ , o _ . « 



and Com- 


-iirity of his country. 

The Dutch complained bitterly of thole ffrpulaticns, 

‘•Hleed we muff be of opinion, that they were of a nature plaints of 
which by no means became the fervants of a trading country the Dutchc 
ff prefcribc. It was plain, that they meant to give tne E;i- 
Pfi an uncontroujed power over all the Dutch iuttlements. 


u ndec 
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under pretence of fatisfying the nabob. The immenfe f um < 
which the latter was engaged to pay to the Englijh , obiiml 
him to have recourfe to the moft cruel and oppreffive method 
for railing them; and when his own fubje&s were exhaufted 
he fell upon the Dutch , who were unable to refill him. The 
Englijh, it mull be acknowledged, had received but too much 
provocation from the Dutch to juflify this fevere method of 
proceeding ; they thought, perhaps with fome juflice, that 
they had nothing to truft to but the weaknefs of a peonle 
who had been fo long the tyrants of the Afiatic commerce 

,n , b eg^ning of the war, prefumed to ftori 
Englijh Imps on the high Teas, on pretence of their carrying 
on a contraband trade; upon which an Englijh commander 

told them, that if they continued in that practice, he would 
pay a vifit with his lquadron to Batavia itfelf. 

• » i « f* ■ accounts of all thofe tranfa&ions arrived 

rials m Europe , both fides prepared memorials for the juftificatiou 

of their conducl; but, as the Englijh were far better informed 
than the Dutch were, of fads, their reafoning was far more- 
clear and precife, and thofe of the Dutch l'erved only to ren- 
der.them defpicable in the eyes of the reft of Europe. There 
was, however, a neceffity for mollifying the court of England 
which was exalperated with them on other accounts. Though 
the government of France , at this time, had in a manner dc- 
dared itfelf bankrupt, and were carrying on a war ruinous to 
themfelves in Germany , yet they found refources of money in 
the pockets of the Dutch merchants. They continucd'tbe 
equipment of their 25 jfhips of war, and* their private mer¬ 
chants carried on a contraband trade of the moft dangerous 
kind in favour of France , by tranfporting, in the names of 
private perfons, great quantities of artillery and military ftores 
from the Baltic to Holland ', from whence they were carried 
through the towns and fortrefles of the republic to Dunkirk 
and other parts of France. Major general Yorke prefer;ted to 
the States General a memorial, complaining of the behaviour 
of the Dutch in Bengal, in which he faid, 44 He was ordered 
<c to demand, in the name of the king his maftcr, fignalfa* 
tisfa&ion; and that all who fha.ll be found to have had any 
“ fhare in this offence, which manifeftly tended to the de- 
and tranf- ct ftru&ion of the Britijh fettlemcnts in that country, fhowld 
aftions in “ be exemplarily punifhed ; and that their high mightinefie? 
Europe. <c fhould moreover give orders that the ftipulations agreed 011, 

“ the day after the adlion, between the dirc&ors of the re- 
“ fpeilive companies, in confideration of which the Dutch 
<c had their fhips reftored, after they had acknowledged 
ic their fault, and that thev were the aggreilors, fhould be 
<c ftridlly complied with.” 'The fubftance of the States Ge¬ 
neral's anfwer was as follows : 44 That nothing had as yet 
“ come to the knowledge of their high mightineffes of what 
“ their fubje£ls were charged with; that they requefted his 

“ Britannic majefty to fufpend his judgment till he fliould be 

44 exaftly 
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h exattly informed of the grounds of thofe difputes; and that 
<i }ji s majefty {hould have reafon to be fatisfied with the ex¬ 
it emplary punifliment of all who {hould be found to be con- 
« cerned in that affair.” 

The memorial prefentcd by the fame minifter on the fub- Remon- 
jeft of the artillery, was attended with far greater difficulties. Frances of 
He demanded that the king his matter fhould be made eafy on th tFngliJh 
that head by the States General , by their immediately putting 
a ftop to the practices complained of; and put them in mind 
that his majefty’s moderation had of late procured an a£fc of 
parliament in favour of the Dutch captures, in confequence of 
their reprefentations, and that the commerce of Holland had 
been considerably benefited by the freedom of naviga¬ 
tion which the Dutch enjoyed through his Britannic ma- 
jefty’s friendship. He affirmed that their high mightinefles 
had fuffered French artillery, which was to be employed in an 
invafion of Great Britain to pafs through their territories. He 
complained that the court of Vienna , under colour of the bar¬ 
rier treaty, which itfelf had in a manner annihilated, had lent 
its name to obtain pafles for warlike ftores and provifions for 
the French troops. 

The States General feemed to be ftartled with this memo- anc j t j )g 
rial, and as a great quantity of ftores belonging to the French p renc y 
was then lying at Amjlerdam , they hefitated about giving them a mbafTa- 
permiflion to be removed; upon which‘the French court in-^ ors> ' 
Knitted their ambaffador, count D'Affry, to prefent a counter 
memorial to that of general Torke. In this memorial he ob¬ 
liquely upbraids the republic for its tamenefs towards the 
Englijh and the Hanoverians , who, he faid, had often faved 
their perfons, effetts, and artillery, under the neutrality al¬ 
lowed to the territories of the republic ; and that at that very 
time they had magazines and were purchafing powder in its 
dominions without France taking any umbrage. He added, 
that if his matter fhould hear that the cannon and balls be¬ 
longing to him were detained there, he would look upon it 
as a violation of the neutrality. He, therefore, peremptorily 
demanded, that the artillery in queftion {hould be inftantly 
carried by the canals of Arnflerdam and the inland navigation 
\o Flanders. The deciftve tone which this memorial carried 
with it, had fuch an effeeft on the States General , that the ne¬ 
ctary pallports were immediately expedited, and the artillery 
Was fent to Flanders. 

When _we conftder the completion of the people of Eng- TheDafci* 
lend at this time, and the immenfe burdens they bore i n a war favoured 
in which the Dutch favoured their enemies, with all the other by George 
provocations they received, it is not unreafonable to conclude, if, 
that they met with a powerful advocate in that prediletion 
which George II. ftill retained for the ancient fyftem of Eu~ 

T A e -> in which the Dutch made fo great a figure againft the 
French. He had received part of his own education at the 
Bague, and had contracted intimate connections with many 

cf 
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being intimated by lome of their leaders, it was refolved to 


fend over to England a formal deputation for reconciling all 
differences between the two nations, and Mr. Bor\ *i ; with 
two other members of the iSV^V-r being nominated for that 
purpofe, arrived in England in February. They addrefied th» 
king in the moll foftening manner ; they reprefented the im- 
poflibility of their mariners and merchants complying with 
the terms infilled upon by the Britifi) courts of admiralty for 
the confifcation of their fhips ; but threw themfelves entirely 
upon his majefty’s equity. Their reprefentations were far 
from being without weight, and we perceive, that about this 
time, feveral favourable fenteiiccs were obtained from the 
court of delegates, to which the caufes of lome Dutch fhips 
had been appealed from the courts of admiralty. In this fitu- 
tion flood matters at the death of George II. In the month 
of January , 1761, captain Elphinjlon , commander of a Britifi 
Ihip of war, deftroyed a French fhip fo near the coaft of Hol¬ 
land^ that the States General , at the inftigation of the French , 
demanded fatisfa&ion for violating tlie neutrality of their re¬ 
public. The peace which followed removed all mifunder- 
ftanding of that kind. 

Th zbutch During the dependency of the negociations for peace, an 
ruined in account came of a molt dreadful cataflrophe which happened 
theifland to one of their fettlements upon the ifle of Ceylon. The fac- 
of Ceylon. • tory there had been in ufe to pay to the king of Candia , as 

he is called, certain duties which they difeontinued, and 
thereby gave the natives lome fufpicioii that they intended to 
difpoflels the king and make themfelves mafters of his coun- 

This notion operated fo powerfully upon the minds 

in vaft 
fcttlement cal- 


try. 
of the 


inhabitants, that they affembled 


numbers 


under that prince, and took the principal 
led Columbo , maffacrcd all the Dutch who fell into their 
hands, without regard to Sex, age or condition, and cut down 


the ifland. Having 
this great republic, 
hiftory, without 
work would be imperfect. 


/pice trees 
thus finifhed 


them 


the 


upon 
of 


all the cinnamon and /pice trees belonging to 

European hiftorj 

we fhall now take a view of its Aj:a\u 
which we apprehend this divifion cf our 



OF THE WdRLD. 

The Afiatic Hijlory of the Dutch. 

BOOK V. 



H E emulation between the Pdrtiiguefe and the Dutch 


Eajl 


matters 


1 595 


About the year 1595, a Zealander i one tween the 
Balthazar Moucheran , who was at the head of a company Dutch and 


petitioned prince Maurice for leave 


Eqfl 


William 


an able navigator, failed with four fhips on the 5th of June 
to the latitude of 78 degrees norths but his company refilling 
io proceed farther, he returned in September following. He 
and James Heemjkerk , next year, made a frelh attempt, but 
without fuccefs, upon a reward of 25,000 florins offered by 
the States for the difeovery. Moft of their fhips were wrecked^ 
and their crews perifhed, and Barentz among the reft. In the 
mean time, one Houtman , a Dutchman^ prifoner at Lijbon , in¬ 
formed himfelf of the Portuguefe courfe to the EaJl-Indies , and 
difeovered it to his countrymen, who thereupon inftituted a 




company for remote countries. Houtman 


Cape of Good Hop , 


were 


in fuch iflands and countries where the Portuguefe were nor 
fettled. In 28 months they returned, and gave io promiling 
an account of their voyage, that a fleet of 8 fhips failed from 
the Tex el in 1596, under the command of James Van Neck ■; 
No fooner did this new expedition fail, than the moft con- 


merchants 
into companies for profecuting 


Eajl 


m 


1 6 c 1, 


their Eajl 


efe 


beat 


mployed emiflaries among the Eajl 

Dutch 


hut Heemjkerk , their moft a&ive commander, behaved with Dutch 
10 much courage and addrefs, that the PortugueJ'e endeavours there, 
were ineffe&ual, and their trade every where ruined in thofe 
countries. We have in the preceding part of this hiftory 
often mentioned the amazing wealth which this commerce 
brought to the States General ; but the interefts of feveral 
companies clalhing, the whole was formed into one in 1602 ; j6oz. 
the capital of which confifted of 6,600,000 florins, divid¬ 
ed into as many chambers as there had been companies, 
p w, th an exclufive right to trade to the Eajl-Indies, by the 
\ >a P e °f Good Hope or the Straits of Magellan . The new 
company loon fitted out 14 large (hips, by which they pre- 
VoL * IX, G g ferved 
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ferved their footing in the Eaft Indies againft all the efforts 
made by the Spaniards and Portuguefe to difpofiefs them. About 
1605. the year 16c;;, the affairs of the company were in fo profpe- 

roi:s a fituation, that they fent out foldiers to garrifon their 
fettlements, and every feafon brought home their fleets with 
*607. imtnenfe riches ; fo that before the middle of the year, 1607, 

they were in poflefiion of the fort of TyEre, and almoft a 
monopoly of the fpice trade. The truce that followed with 
the court of Spain and the archduke, did not relax their 
ardour, and they fent, under the command of admiral Verhoe - 
ven, a fleet of 13 large (hips to protect their Afiatic commerce 
till the court of Madrid became fo jealous of thegreatnefs of 
the Dutch , that its minifters threatened to break off the ne¬ 
gotiations then on foot. This had no other effedt than to 
give frefh fpirits to the republic, and, in the mean while, they 
difpoflefled the Spaniards of all the Molucca iflands, excepting 
1609. that of Ternatc. In 1609, they employed Hudfon , an Engli/h- 

man , in another attempt to find out the North-Eajl paflage, but 
without efreef, and, at laft, they gave over all thoughts of 
who are profecuting it farther. It is faid, at this time, that they had 
defeated fifty fhips, the fmalleft of which was Zoo tons burthen, em- 
by the ployed in the Eaft Indies ; but one of their moft powerful 
S{awards, iquadrons, under admiral Wittert , v/as beat by Don Juan de 

Sylva, the Spanijk governor of the Philippines. TVittert was 
killed, and the Dutch loft 200,000 crowns. This happened 
during the truce, which neither party obferved on the other 
fide the line. Den Juan after this, drove the Dutch, in 
their turn, out of the Molucca iflands. But the haughti- 
nefs and ir.folence of the Spaniards ruined their affairs 
at the eaftern courts, where the Dutch generally prevailed. 
The latter were like wife greatly favoured by the animo- 
fities which fubfifted between the Spaniards and Portu- 

guefe. 

161 In Augufl 1614, the command of fix fhips was given to 

Auven • George Spiibergen, for the difeovery of a paflage through the 
tures of Magellan to the Eaft Indies. It was thought that the chief 
Sr.t.ber- intention of this fleet was to make difeoveries in the South 
gen. Seas, where it actually defeated that of the Spaniards ; after 

which they re-eftablifhed their fettlements in the Moluccas . 
1615. Next year, a. feparate company difeovered the Straits of 

Le Maire , which were different from that of Magellan, and 
were fo called from Ifaac le Maire , a rich merchant who 
• planned the expedition. The Eaft India company confidered 
this attempt as an invafion upon their charter, and le Maire, 
with his aliociate Schonten , were fent home prifoners in Spii¬ 
ber gens, fleet. Lc Maire dyed in the paflage; and thus 
this great attempt was fruftrated. The public fpirit of the 
Dutch , about this time, began to degenerate. Luxury had 
crept into their Afiatic fettlements, and their merchants failed 
Luxury of in the performance of their contracts. This awakened the 
the Dutch. attention of their chiefs in Europe ; and the States General 

complied 


9 
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complied with every propofal that could retrieve their, credit* 
which was in a great meafure effe&ed. The pride of their 
Jjiatics embroiled them, however, with the Englijb Eajl India 
company ; but their money found accefs even to the court of 
London , and no fignal reparation was made for the complaints 
of the Englijb. 

Thofe differences, at laft, rofe fo high, that the king of War in 
Jacatra, a fmall principality on the coart of Java, on whofe Jacatra 
dominions, the Dutch had built two forts, where the fplendid 
city of Batavia now hands, declared for the Englijb , who 
beat the Dutch in a fea engagement. The Englijb being thus 
victorious, became matters of the port of Jacatra , while the 
Dutch retired to Amboyna. In the mean while, the king of 

41 /•!•/' t 1 * 71 A- f m /+ % 


Jacatra belieged one of their forts, called Maurice , and found 
means to decoy into his power the Dutch commandant, upon 
which the fortrefs was given up to the Englifo , who were 
commanded by Sir 'Thomas Dale , and the effedts found in it 
to the king of Jacatra. While this happened, Vander 
Broecke , th e Dutch commandant, prevailed with the governor 
of Bantam to dethrone the king of "Jacatra , who was re- 


1622, 


duced to the condition of a fiftierman ; and the Bantamefe 
poflefled themfelves of his capital, but Vander Broecke was 
obliged to own himfelf their prifoner, and changed the name 
of his fortrefs into Batavia. Next year, commodore Koen 
deftroyed the town of Jacatra , from which the Englijb were 
withdrawn, and laid the foundations of the city of Batavia , 
which was declared to be the capital of the Dutch Afiatic 
fettlements. The appearance of a police, carried on with 
regularity and magnificence, had vaft effedl upon the Chinefe , 

Japanefe , and other Eajl Indians , in favour of the Dutch j 
and, in 1622, the company obtained a renewal of their char¬ 
ter from the States General , for the farther term of 21 years. 

Though great fault was found with the exclufive privileges of 
thofe charters, yet the incredible fums which the trade brought 
to the republic,, during their wars with Spain and the arch¬ 
duke, filenced all oppofition. 

We have already mentioned the infamous maflacre at Am- pp ie j r 
boyna , which happened about this time, and the meafures ‘ ^ 

taken by the Dutch , at once, to extend and protedl their com- 
merce. Koen ftill continued to refide at Batavia , and pro- 1 ^ * 

digious difeoveries were made in the Southern continent, till 
the emperor of Java became-jeaious of the Dutch power, and 
inverted Batavia with 200,000 men. It was bravely defended 
by Koen, who baffled all the attempts of the barbarians, who 
after railing the fiege with vart lofs, renewed it, but with no 
better fuccefs than before, till their dead bodies became infec¬ 
tious to the air ; but, in the mean time, the brave Koen died, 
and was fucceeded by James Specks , who reftored the order and 
tranquillity of their lettlement. As we have little of the 
Dutch Afiatic hiftory, but from themfelves, we undoubtedly 
are in the dark with regard to many particular 


a 01 their com- 


Gg 


n.wrce 
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tree there. It is certain, that in 1631, their fleets returned 
Holland , with incredible riches, and had found means 


themfelves almoft 


the trade of Japan. One 


Nuyts had been named ambaflador to that empire, which he 
entered with the afliimed title of ambaflador from the king of 
Holland. His impofture being difeovered, he was fent back 
by the emperor of Japan to Batavia with difgrace; but he 
had intereft to be promoted to a government in the ifland of 


Formofa , 

feized and detained. The Japanefe 


Japanefe fhips 


1 


his perfon, with almoft unparalleled refolution and addrefs. 
where the After this, they forced him and his council to agree to their 
Dwch are own terms, and carried off five of the principal inhabitants 
defeated, of the ifland as hoftages, with the fails and rudders of the 


Dutch fhips, to prevent a purfuit. They 


The Ja - 

par.eje are 


Nuyts and his council to 
proceeding, and to juftify 
nrongeft manner. 

W hen the Japanefe arrive 

fa&ory 


Japanefe 


writing, in the 

intry, the Dutch 
and put under a 


appeafed. kind of an interdidl, all communication with it being cut off; 
tir " but no farther violence was offered to their perfons. The 

Dutch , in vain, petitioned to know what crime they had 
committed, to deferve this treatment. The Japanefe refufed 
to give them any fatisfa&ion; but their fufferings, and the 
caufe of them, coming to the knowledge of the governor- 


1634. 


if fuch was his fentence. 


general of Batavia , he ordered Nuyts 
the year 1644, he was fent prifoner to the emperor of Japan r 
to be treated as his majefty pleafed. This had a wonderful 
effect, and the identity of Nuyts’s perfon being proved, the 
emperor demanded of the fa&ory, whether they were willing 

fhould be broiled on the coals, or crucified, 
__ _ The reply of the factory was fo pru¬ 
dent and fo fubmiflive to his Imperial majefty, that all the in- 

’ Nuyts’s punifh- 

ment converted into confinement at large. When their fhips 
__ Japan , their cargoes proved to be of 

immense value, and, on that account, they fent him by the 

next feafon a moft magnificent chandelier, which threw a 

luftre upon the funeral ceremonies then performing for the 

late emperor, and whofe fon was fo well pleafed with it, that 

he fet Nuyts at libertv, and made a confiderable prefent 

J ~ " 1 Dutch 


off from 



1 o 44. 

1 he ‘dutch 


to the government of Batavia. I 
always took care to retain one of hi 
fters as their protestor at that court 
When the Eafl India company’s 


Japanefe 


* « 


which 


E ji ln.;ia ingly done, in 1644, for the payment of 1,600,000 florins. 

The luxury and magnificence that had now crept into the 

Bidet) 


charter 
renewed. 
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Dutch Afiatic fettlements, efpecially in Batavia , had dim ini fil¬ 
ed the dividends of the company, though they continued ftill 
to be very great j and we have already feen in what manner 
their trade was hurt by their quarrel with the republic of 
England, Amongft the moft important tranfa&ions of the 
Dutch at this time, was their acquifition of the ifland of 
Ceylon. 

Rajah Singa , the king of Candia in that ifland, having been 
provoked by the infolence of a Portuguefe governor, in 
1638, made an alliance with the government of Batavia , who *638, 
undertook to furnilh him with troops for driving the Portu - War and 
guefe out of the ifland. This produced a war between the 
Dutch and Portuguefe there, which was carried on with fuch 
inveteracy, that no quarter was given or taken on either fide. 

Upon peace being concluded between the Dutch and the Por¬ 
tuguefe in Europe , an attempt was made to reconcile them in 
Ceylon likewife. This attempt proved fruitlefs; and the in- 
juftice of the Portuguefe towards the king of Candia , gave fuch 
advantage to the Dutch general, Francis Caron , that he took 
Negombo , and cut in pieces a large body of Portuguefe upon 
the ifland. The furviving Portuguefe , upon this, retired to 
Columbo , and foon after, an order came from the king of Por¬ 
tugal , for giving up to the Dutch all the difputed diftridfs. 

Peace being thus refettled between the Dutch and Portuguefe peace {, e . 
ill Ceylon , the Dutch governor of Ponte de Gallo , incautioufly tween 
provoked Singa to furprize his garrifon, which, however, he Dutch an( j 
foon after fet at liberty. It was not long before hoftilities re- p cr!u , 
commenced between the Dutch and the Portuguefe , to the ad- Ru jr e . 
vantage of the latter, where general Figueira defeated the' 5 
king of Candia, 

The Dutch at Batavia , fent Gerard Hulfl , with a fleet and 
an army, to fupport the king, and in October 1655, be de- ,5-- 
feated Figueira , and laid fiege to Columbo , which he took. {j Ut the 
The king of Candia demanded pofleflion of the place, and war con<p 

the Dutch refufed to deliver it up, upon which a war between tinues in 
them commenced, and it ended in the entire reduction of t h e g a a 
Ceylon by the Dutch , in June 1658. The Dutch pretending i na - tcSr 
that they had fucceeded to all that the Portuguefe ever had 16-3, 
poflefled in Ceylon , from that time treated the kings of Can- 
dia with very little ceremony, farther than fuffering them to 
retain the title and badges of fovereignty; and this, no 
doubt, produced the late revolution in that country, menti¬ 
oned in the preceding chapter. 

In June, 1655, the governor-general, and council of Bata- y ar j 0 us 
via, lent Peter Boyer , and James Keyfel, as their plenipoten- tranfafti- 
tiaries to the emperor of China , the famous Kang-Hi, who ons Q f ^ 

was then at Peking, The attachment which that great mo- Dutch in 
narch had to the Jefuits , and efpecially to father Adam Schaal , 
will be ever mentioned to his honour, as he always pre- 
ferved himfelf from being the dupe of their principles, either 
religious or civil. When the plenipotentiaries arrived at 

Gg 3 Canton 
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Peking , Scbaal prepoffefled the emperor againff them To effec¬ 
tually, that the emperor fent them back to Batavia , in a very 
polite manner, but without feeing them. A^bout this time, 


V/a 


Dutch 


ffri£tions ; but he loon won the good graces of his Japanefe 
majefty and his miniftry. The Dutch affairs in Java, at this 
time, were in great diforder. They had hitherto found means 
to keep their footing there, by balancing the power and in- 
tereff of the emperor of Java , and the king of Bantam 


againff each other. 


Java 


660. 


1650, the king of Bantam befieged Batavia , but he was 
obliged to defilb from his attempt by the troops of the com¬ 
pany, which was now in fo flouriffing a condition, that they 
not only gave lav/ to both thofe monarchs, but reltablifh- 
ed in his dominions, the king of Bengal , who, in gratitude 
for the ferviecs done him, gave them leave to build their fort 
at Hughfy, which for a long time gave them a vaffc fuperiority 
over the F.ngHjh m that country. 

In 1660, a .rich Portuguefe fleet, the effects of which moft- 


and de¬ 


mand oi that name. 


J 4 


men is in China to 
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nd applications did not coft them much above 


cfc 


Mticafpi 


fignal 


to indemnify all their expences. The Dutch are accufed of 
the moil enormous inhumanities and treachery during this 
expedition ; and though it muft he admitted, that the chief 
charge againff them comes from their enemies, yet by their 
own relations, they are far from having been defenfible in 
their proceedings. They attacked the king of Mac a [far, only 
for defending his allies, the Portuguefe, and obliged him not 
only to make the moll humiliating lubmiftions to the council 
of Batavia ; but to grant them an exciufive trade, throughout 
all his dominions, to expel the Portuguefe , to ruin all the 
fcttlements and churches of the Jefuits , to confifcat'c all their 
cffccls for the benefit of the company, to grant them, in per- 

_. .1 _ .....r __ 3__ ^ c ‘Y_._ 1 __1 


petual property, the fortrefs 


c% 


[owpani, 
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make their triumph complete, they forced the king to buy 
from the company, with confiderablc fums, the ratification of 

1 • r% r* 1 4 
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entered into feveral confpiracies again# them, but beino- de- 
ftitute both of conduct and courage, they always mi {'carried 
and the Dutch governors, particularly one Nicholas TVcrbumrh 
conceived fo great a contempt for them, that they were fcarce- 
ly at the pains to keep their fettlements in a pofture of de¬ 
fence. A Chinefe refugee* one Iquon , by trade a taylor, but a 
determined enemy to the Tartars , had, by applying himfelf to 
fea affairs, become fo formidable to the Tartar emperor of 
China , that he offered to make him a king, but getting him in 
his power he poifoned him. He was f ucceeded in the com¬ 
mand of his fleet by his fon Coxenga ; but the Dutch refufing 
to join him againft the Tartars , he affembled a fleet of 600 
fail, of which 100 are faid to have been frigates of between 
30 and 40 guns, and in 1661, they appeared before the Dutch .re. 
fettlement on Formofa , where he landed about 40,000 men. 1 J * 
There is little room to doubt, and indeed it has been acknow¬ 
ledged by the Dutch themfelves, that Werburgh , and their 
other governors, had committed the moft dreadful maflacres 
among the natives, which were now revenged on the Dutch 
and their adherents. The Dutch governor, Frederic Cojet , 
being difappointed in the fuccours he expected from Batavia ,' 
retired into Fort Zealand ; and becaufe he refufed to iurrender, 

Coxenga cut the throats of all the Dutch and their adherents, 
who fell into his hands. While the blockade of this fort 
continued, a fquadron of nine men of war came to its relief 
from Batavia , under admiral Caivet 1, who attempted to land, 

but was repulfed with the lofs of half his fquadron, and -its 
crews. 

Upon his return to Batavia , his bad fuccefs filled the Dutch Their war 
there with confternation, and in the mean while, Coxenga with Ccx- 
preffed the fiege of the fort fo vigoroufly, that he, at laft, e^a, 
forced Cojet to Iurrender it, though a new fleet from Batavia , * 
fitted out for his relief, was then in fight of the harbour. The 
company applied to the Tartar emperor of China ; but all they 
could obtain, was a promife that he would aflift them againft 
Coxenga , who was now mafter of Formofa , and of many other 
Dutch fettlements on the neighbouring illands. The Tartar 
emperor’s promife encouraged the company to fit out a fleet 
of 17 large fnips, under Balihazar Borth , againft Coxenga. 

This officer had orders to do fomewhat to give the Dutch 
Tartar allies an opinion of their power and courage, and 011 
finding Coxenga in poffeffion of the ifland* of Qucmoy on the 
coaft of China , he attacked and defeated his fleet, after a 
bloody engagement j while the Tartar general remained a 
cool lpe&ator at the head of his army; and Borth, at his per- 
fuafion, attacked Coxenga again, killed him, and deftroyed his 
fleet. The D utch had now fome reafonable expectations of 
recovering Formofa ; and they might have regained from Suja, 

Coxenga 1 s uncle, a comfortable fettlement, had not Coxenga’ s 
fon imprifoned his grand uncle, attacked the Dutch , and 
rorced their admiral to return to Batavia . This young prince 

vt g 4 foon 
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fbon after died, and being fucceeded by his foil, a foft young 
man, the ifland of Formofa was reunited to the Chinefe em¬ 
pire, upon his receiving a moderate penfion. 


The Dut 


Afu 


profecuted the war with great vigour and 


Portugueft 


mediation 


an in Europe, under thi 
On the coaft of Mala 


l6C2. 


efe, in 1603, loft Coulan and Qananor, and 


were, at laft, driven by the Dutch commodore Goens , out of 
and on the Cochin, a city of great confequence. Goens being reinforced 
coaft of from Batavia, reduced Pore a and Cranganor ; and, at laft, he 


Malabar, difpoffed the Portuguefe of all they held on the coaft of Mala 

har. As the Dutch continued to find the vaft effects of norm 


and grandeur 


tie Ajiatlcs, they fent a moft *mag- 
engzehe, the famous Great Mogul, 
politenefs and feeniing fatisfa&ion. 


mbafiy to Aurengzeh 


who received it with 


though he is laid to have fecretly defpifed their vanity. They 
were, at this time, courted by the king of Slam $ and Bar 
tavia became a* kind of academy for the education of Eajl 


tavia became a* kind of academy for the education of Eajl 
Indian young princes. 

Their war The king of Macajfar, who reigned over a brave and inde- 
with the pendent people, and was in pofieffion of the greateft part of 
king of the ifland of Celebes, did not tamely bear the yoke that had 
Macajfar been impofed upon him by the Dutch. Various expedients 


Various 


renewed, were propofed and agreed upon for an accommodation, but, in 
1606. 1666, Spcelman, a Danijh admiral, appeared with a fquadron 

of 13 fhips of war, befides tranfports, before Macajfar. The 
king offered him a pecuniary fatisfa&ion, for what the Dutch 
had fuffered from his fubje&s ; but this was not accepted of, 
and Spcelman, landing on the ifland, did incredible damage to 
the natives, by burning their towns and their fhips. He then 
proceeded to the ifland of Bouton, where he defeated the 
Macajfar army, and forced it to furrender at diferetion, and 
after diftributing the foldiers among their allies in thofe parts, 
Spcelman returned triumphantly laden with immenfe plunder 
to Batavia. The king of Macajfar feized the firft moment 
of his abfence, to form a general confederacy of all the neigh¬ 
bouring princes and people againft the Dutch, whom they 
now locked upon as their tyrants, equally perfidious, bloody, 
and rapacious. The government of Batavia prepared to re¬ 
fill this formidable league, and Speelman, pn the 19th of July , 
166”. 1667, with 16 veffels, and 14 fnallops, attacked the port of 

/ Macajfar, but was repul fed. Being reinforced, he effedled a 

landing, at a nlace called Gliflcn , which he took. The kinc 


I L»t)7. 


1667, with 16 veffels, and 14 


landing, at a place called Gli/jcn, which he took. The king 
of Macajjar, who a&ed as general of the league, attempted 
in which to retake this place, at the head of zo,ooo men; but the 
they ore Dutch plied their artillery fp well, that he was defeated, and 
yidiorieus. his Indian allies beginning to defert him, a negotiation was 

fet on foot, which terminated in his being again dbliged tp 
renew his prefents and lubmiflions to the haughty Batavians. 

By 
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By this peace, 

out of Macajfa 


tuguefe and Englijh were expelled 
Dutch , once more, entered into 
Eaji Indian fpice trade. 


John de Wit 


the preceding part of this hiftory, may, 
confidered as the legiflator of the Dutch 


the expiration of 


Eajl 


we have feen in Profper- 
at this time, be ous date 
republic. Upon of their 

EaJl India 


though he was fully fenftble of the prodigious utility of that company 
commerce to the ftate, yet he entertained fome doubts as to 
the propriety of renewing its exclufive privileges. All his 
fcruples gave way to the neceffities of the republic, and the 
charter was renewed for 21 years, from 1666 j and it is re¬ 
markable, that at the time of this renewal, notwithftanding 
the almoft incredible expences of the company, the dire&ors 
divided 450 per cent . upon their capital. One of the chief 


Wit 


Afit 



and dire&ors, by which, about this time, they loft their 


perfifted 


apan to Tonq 


They 


European genius and Aft 


f John Matzuyh 


Du 


works, apartments, halls, palaces, and all kind of public 
and private buildings, are laid to exceed every thing that ima¬ 
gination can conceive, and tend equally to the fafety apd con- 

of the citv. But 


Eajl India 


gnificence 
confiderable fhock 


at Batavia, 


One Carr on, who had been in the company’s fervice, being 
difobliged by fome treatment he had received " 
offered himfelf to the French, who were then forming vaft 
projects of commerce and naval power. His difcoveries were 
greedily embraced, and terminated in a propofal for making a " 
defcent upon the ifland of Ceylon, where the French were to ^ ° n ‘ 
make themfelves mailers of Ponte de Gallo, and to drive the 


by the 
French in 


Dutch out of all the fpice trade. 


Ihi 


Hay 


who' attacked Ponte de Gallo, but was repul fed. De la Hay , 
after this, reduced a fortrefs upon *1 rinque?nala- bay; which he 
loon loft to the Dutch', but he took the important fettlement 
of St. Thomas, on the coaft of Coromandel, and then returned 


Europe ; but Mr 


Lifh 


The Dutch 


Trinquemala 


Thomas 


from the French, after a long and obftinate defence. The 
rifon obtained an honourable capitulation, and to its comman¬ 
dant was owing the foundation of Pondicherry. We cannot 
here enter into a detail of the politics, and particular ma- 
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1693. 

1698. 


A medal. 


17 °4 


commerce of the kingdom of Bantam , againft the natural 
difpofitions of the people; neither fhall we attempt to re¬ 
count all the bickerings and difputes between them and 
the Englijh Eaji India company, till the breaking out of the 
general war in Europe , towards the clofe of the la ft cen¬ 
tury. 

The profperous ftate of the French eftablifhment at Pondi¬ 
cherry then gave the Dutch uneafinefs, and they befieged it 

with one of the greateft armaments, that, till then, 
had been fitted out by any European nation in the EaJl Indies. 
Mr. Martin , the French governor, being obliged to furrender 
the place, the Dutch expended confiderable fums on its forti¬ 
fications, for which they were allowed a confideration, when 
it was reftored to the French by the peace of Nimeguen , In 
165318, the Dutch EaJl India company bought, at a very great 
expence, a renewal of their charter, to the year 1740. On 
this occafion, the company ordered a very fine medal to be 
ftruck, with the device, In altera fecula pergo, tc I proceed to 
“ future ages.” This great affair being fettled, in 1704, the 
Dutch were engaged in a war in fupport of a candidate for the 
crown of Java y which continued for fome years, when it was 
terminated by a patched-up peace; but it broke out again by 


intervals, and 


Dutch perceived 


Javanefe , by 


1722 

Confpira 


being often-beat, had acquired a confiderable knowledge of 
their difeipline. In the year 1722, the Javanefe entered 


cy againft £ n j} j nd ' les% 
them in confiderable 


Dut 
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Some of the inhabitants of Bat 




berfeldt 


were among the confpirators, and one 
Batavian, was to be at their head. The 


manner 


but it probably took air from more quarters than one,, through 
the vaft numbers of thofe concerned in it, who were of 
different nations, complexions and interefts. It is faid, that 
their fcheme was to have murdered all who were not of 
their party, with the governor-general, the council, and the 
magiftrates of Batavia , and then Erberfeldt was to have been 
declared king. The heads of the confpirators were privately 
difcovered, and feized, at the time when their plot was on 
the point of execution, and put to the moll excruciating 
deaths; though fome have thought that the plot itfelf was 
an invention of the Batavian government, to ftrike terror 
into the natives, and to give them a colour for extending their 

oppreftions. 

The new channels of commerce which, about this time, 
Acuities in were opened by the Europeans to the Eajl-Indies , and the 

eftablifhment of the Imperial company of Offend , mentioned 
in other parts of this work, gave vaft difquiet to the direc- 
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faculties in obtaining a renewal of their charter but for a fingje 
year, upon its expiration in 1740, when the fettlement in. 


moft 


feems 
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feems to have grown out of that extinguilhed by the death 
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Erberfeldt 


The 


in which the governors and council at Batavia manage all 
their affairs, fometimes to the prejudice of their principals, 
obliges us to take up with the accounts of this confniracv as 

__I C. __ _1 - uva. 1 • T T 11 r * ' 


Chineft 


Ht 


moft patient perhaps of any m the world, were, at this time, fpiracy 
fettled at Java and at Batavia , to the number of about 90,000 agair.it 
men. They had, by their commerce, acquired immenfe them in 
riches, and being compofed of the m.eaneft of their country- Batavia,, 
men, they had from time to time given vaft fums to the go¬ 
vernment of Batavia for the toleration of their religion, 
which, in effect, was no better than rank idolatry. As they 
lived in great friendlhip with the Javanefe , whom they con- 
fidered as their brethren, it is faid, but with the higheft im¬ 
probability, that they united under a common leader in a 


fame inftant. 


Dutch 

from 


Chinefe 


to the country at the time of one.of their high feftivals, in 
which they indulged themfelves in an unufual degree of jollity. 
It was no wonder if, during fuch a feafon, fome irregularities 
were committed, which induced the Dutch government to 
fend out fome detachments to fupprefs the rioters, in doing 
which, it was pretended that fome of the prifoners difeovered 
the whole^of the confpiracy. Be that as it will, it is certain 

refpeCts, a<fted as if a real confpiracy 


Dui 


had been formed. They 


— a-—7 

ChineJe fhould 


houfe, or have any light within it, on pain of death. It can- conduft 
not be fuppofed, that all this could be done fo fecretly as not there, 
to come to the ears of the Chinefe in the country, who very 
probably thought their properties, friends, and families within 
the city, in danger ; and for that reafon they united together 
to attack it, which they did in the moft tumultuous manner, 
and though their numbers were computed to be 50,000 men, 
were repulfed by the Dutch , who had not in the place above 
3,000 regular troops. This attempt to enter the city was, by 
the Dutclj government, ccnftrued into a ftgnal for an infur- 
rection of the Chinefe within the town, though it appears 
even from the Dutch accounts, that they continued quietly in 
their awn houfes. Notwithftanding this, an order was pub- 
1 ifiled by the Dutch council for breaking up the houfes of the 
Chinefe , and putting all their men to the Ivvord, while their wo¬ 
men and children were to be conveyed to their hofpilal. 

_f his barbarous order was fo punctually executed, that in a 
mort time the people on the ftreets walked over their ihoes in 
blood, and their canals were choaked with dead bodies. It 
was no wonder if this dreadful feene, and the putting all the 
priioners to death in cold blood, rendered the furviving Chi - 

nefe 
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nefe within the wall defperate, and that they barricaded their 
houfes and fired the city in feveral places, by which great part 
of it was reduced to afhes. Such of them who endeavoured 
to escape the flames were inftantly put to death by the Dutch^ 
for it does not appear that the unhappy people had among 
them any weapons, either of offence or defence; and, ac¬ 
cording to the Dutch accounts, iz,ooo Chincfe were maflacred 
in one night. The fame infernal fpirit raged without the 
city, where all the Chinefe the Dutch could find, were like- 
wife put to death, excepting a few, who were referred 
that confeffions might be extorted from them by the force 
of tortures. 

Confe- During this terrible maflacre, the effects of the Chincfe , 
quencesof who were in the city, fell to the fhare of every rapa- 
the fame, cious Dutchman who had been aifcive in the fcene of blood, 

and foon after the governor-general publifhed a reward of 
200 crowns for killing any Chinefe , and 500 for bringing‘him 
in alive, if they did not furrender before the 22d of November. 
Nothing can give the reader a ftronger idea of the fimilarity 
between the Dutch and the Chinefe , than what happened on 
this occafton. All who furvived of the latter furrendered 
themfelves before the time appointed, and were reftored to 
their former occupations. They were joined by others of 
their countrymen, who were received with open arms by 
the Dutch , fo that in a fhort time the Chinefe were as nume¬ 
rous as ever in Batavia , and all remembrance of their maf- 
facre feemed to be buried in their minds. Thus, fo prevalent 
is the love of gain, that the one nation could readmit the 
other after the terrible charges brought againfl: it; and that 
the other fhould refume their friendfhip and connexions with 
a people who had given themiuch recent marks of their re- 
fentment and cruelty. When the account of this maflacre 
arrived in Europe , the Dutch directors of the Eajt-lndia com¬ 
pany made the belt apology they could for the conduit of their 
fervants at Batavia ; but the States General being fenfible of 
their villainy, declared Gujlavus William D’lmhoff their go¬ 
vernor-general of that fettlement, and ordered that the former 
governor-general, who was on his return to Europe with inir 
menfe wealth, fhould be carried back, and tried for his con¬ 
duit in the government. Two of his chief counfellors, and 
the fifcal or attorney-general, were deprived of their employ¬ 
ments and imprifoned. We arc not, however, informed that 
the late governor-general ever was tried, for he djed in his 
confinement. The direitors of the company employed an 
agent to explain and to apologize for the maflacre at the court 
of Peking , which exprefled fo much indifference as to the 
whole matter, that the good correfpondence between the Dutch 
and the Chinefe never was interrupted. 

Imhoff, the new governor-general, had been governor of 
Ceylon , where he acquitted himfelf with great prudence, and 
his conduit at Batavia anl’vvered all the ideas his countrymen 

had 
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had conceived of his abilities. He rebuilt the city, reftored Conduct 


reputation in 175 

Eaji ' 


died with great of Imhojf 

Dutch their new 


relation we have already given of their fuccefs againft the En~ there. 
glijh fettlements in Bengal , and the cataftrophe of their af¬ 
fairs upon the ifland of Ceylon. We {hall clofe this volume 
by giving our reader fome idea of the conftitution of the 


Indies. 


EaJl 


Batavia contains two fupreme councils, one called thecoun- Account 
cil of the Indies , and the other the council of juftice; the for- Q f { }, e 

mer for the adminiftration of commercial affairs and matters conftitu- 
of government, and the latter for the exercife of juftice and t ; on a f~ 

affairs of equity. The council of the Indies has the governor- Batavia 
general for its prefident, and is commonly compofed of about 
twenty members. It has in its gift feven very rich govern¬ 
ments, and affembles twice a week, but oftener upon extra¬ 
ordinary occafkms. Their authority is very extenfive over 


7 


The 


council of juftice is compofed of eight counsellors and a pre¬ 
fident, who is commonly taken from the counfellors of the 
Indies , and is provided with a fifcal, fecretary, and other offi¬ 
cers. They divide their jurifdidtion into two parts, with a 
fifcal for each; the one has under his cognizance the inland, 
and the other, the maritime affairs. Befides thofe fupreme 
courts, we are told of another which has been eredted, con¬ 
futing of nine aldermen, a prefident, vice-prelident, the bai- 
lif of Batavia, and the commiffary of the neighbouring coun¬ 
try. This court is faid to have the direction of the finances, 
and a power to controul even the governor-general, if the 
members Ihould think that he abufes his power. Several 
other inferior courts are likewife inftituted, but appeals lie 
from them to the higher. The truth is, the conftitution of 
Batavia feems in a great meafure to have arifen out of tem¬ 
porary incidents, and the jealouiy which the directors of the 
company in Europe have of their Afw.iic fervants. 

The office of governor-general is a ftate of fplendid flavery. Appoint- 
He is in fome cafes del'potic, and has the difpofal of all the meats of 
company’s effects in Batavia. His power is lb great, that the the gover- 
States General referve to themfelves the difpofal of his place j nor-^ene- 
but, for the mofc part, confirm the council ©f the Indies , who, ral. ° 

in _r _ 1 • r 1 r 1 • r iT* 'T' 1 1 
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income, which, by its perquifites, is immenfe, fo that they 
commonly die very rich. The director-general is the fecond yj la 
officer in the company’s fervice at Batavia ; he acts as their r< »£i or _ * 
factor, and in the nature of a fupercargo, by tranfa&ing the nCra j ~ 
bargains and tales, and giving directions in ail their cornmer- r ’ 

cial 


g* 



462 

and major 
general. 


Naval 

and eccle 
flaftical 

ellablilh- 

ments. 


A GENERAL HISTORY, ka 

cial affairs. Next to him is the major, who has the com¬ 
mand of the troops in time of peace, but in time of war he 
acts as major-general, and the command of his officers under 
him are proportionally enlarged. Of late, however, the 
States have thought proper to give the title of lieutenant-gene¬ 
rals to their governor of Batavia. The regular troops in the 
company’s fervice abroad, confift of about 12,000 men, and it 
is faid, that with the militia they can bring 100,000 men into 
the field. We are not to underftand that thofe are all Dutch , 
but the States order the militia to be ftridlly kept up among 
the Indians in their fubjedtion, as well as the Dutch ; and this 
is one of the principal means of their profperity in Afia. 

The naval force of the company in the Indies is faid, by 
themfelves, to confift of 1S0 fhips, from 30 to 60 guns; but 
perhaps this account is exaggerated, efpecially as they tell us, 
that they can, upon an emergency, fit out 40 larger fhips at 
Batavia. The whole is under a commodore, and manned by 
about i3,coo feamen. The ecclefiaftical government at Ba- 
tavia , as in Holland , is prefbyterian, and confifis of eleven 
perfons, three of whom preach in the Portugueze , and one in 
the Malayan language. Thefe are, however, checked by a 
jfuperintendant, appointed by the civil government, and they 
have under them a kind of feminary of clergymen, who ferve 
as mifiionaries to their other poffefiions. It is highly remark¬ 
able, that though the Dutch abroad tolerate Mahometans , idol¬ 
aters, and even thofe who profefledly worfhip the devil, yet 
they tolerate no fedb of chriftians but the Calvinijls or pref- 
byterians, and even have refufed a church in Batavia to the 
Lutherans, 
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